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HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. 



The Cholera in Gaieshead.^Oii Thuredaj, the 
4tb Jan., a tramp trom Edioborgb arnved at Williams's 
lodgtog-boase, in Pipewellgate, Gatesbead, and manifested 
symptoms of diarrboBa. Tbese afterwards (on Sunday) sbowed 
tbemseWes in Williams also ; and op Monday botb Williams 
and bis lodger died, undoubtedly of Asiatic ebolera. On Tues- 
day morning, at 6 o'clock, Dr. Barkns, one of tbe medical 
gentlemen wbo bad been in attendance, called at tbe bouse, and 
found tbat tbe men %rere dead. Strange to say, altbougb a 
tbird inmate was tben labouring under diarrbooa, tbe case was 
not mentioned to bim: and, at eigbt o'clock tbe sam£ morning, 
tbis tbird victim was found dead in bed. I'bere bave also been 
two or ibree otber cases. Tbe coroner (J. M. Favell, Esq.) was 
apprised of tbe tbird deatb, and tbat no medical man bad been 
tbe deceased during bis brief illness ; but a medical eertificate 
baving been given ascribing tbe deatb to Asiatic ebolera, be 
authorized the burial of tbe deceased (a stranger) without an 
inquest. On Wednesday, a special meeting was held of tbe 
Local Board of Health, comprising tbe Guardians and otber 
gentlemen, (Mr. Alderman Brockett in the chair,) when it was 
resolved to establi»b a cholera hospital, in tbe neighbourhood 
of (but apart from) tbe union workhouse. Notices have also 
been issned instructing persons to applv to certain medical men. 
without delay, in all cases of disorder in tbe bowels. 

Gateshead Board op Guardians. — The lortnightlj 
meeting of tbe Board took place on Tuesday, Jan. 16, (J. Coweo, 
Esq., in tbe chair).— Mr. Rowntree reported that, at a meeting 
of the Sanitary Committee of tbe Guardians of Gateshead, held 
on tbe lOtb inst., tbe Medical Officer of tbe district informed 
them tbat two deaths bad occurred from Asiatic ebolera, in a 
lodging-bouse in Pipewellgate, and tbat three otber persons 
were afflicted with diarrbcBa in tbe same house; in oonseauenee 
of which it was resolved tbat a place of refute and hospital be 
immediately procured, and tbe opinion of five medical gentle- 
men present baving been expressed decidedly in favour of 
opening a temporary hospital at tbe north end of tbe Union 
WorkboDse, it was farther resolved tbat tbe vagrant wards at 
tbe north end of tbe workhouse be appropriated to that pur- 
pose, and tbat a committee be appointed to superintend tbe 
preparation of tbe hospital, with power to appoint a keeper if 
necessary.— The Chairman said he was glad tbe Guardians on 
the spot bad acted so promptly in the matter, and thought that 
great credit was due to them for their exertions.— On the 
motion of tbe Vice-chairman, seconded by Mr. David Haggle, 
it was unanimously resolved—** Tbat tbe Report of tbe Sani- 
tary Committee of Gateshead be received, and tbat tbe Clerk 
do request tbat tbe Medical Officer will report to bim any case 
of Asiatic cholera which may occur in bis practice, and con- 
tinue to make such return daily until Uie termination thereof; 
and that no medical genileman »baU be entitled to remunera- 
tion for any medicine or attendance upon any case which ^ball 
not be reported to tbe Clerk on tbe day succeeding its occur- 



Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — Go Thursday, 
Jan. 25, at tbe montblj meelHig of the committee, (Mr. Hugh 
Wilson in tbe chair,) fifteen new members »ere elected, viz. :— 
Messrs. William Wrixon, James Gray, Thomas Wilson, 
William Lowrie, Thomas Ridley, John French, William 
Wakinsbaw, Thomas Usher Crass, Francis H. Wuolley, 



Alfred Goodall, W. J. Conlson, George Riehardson, A. C. 
Christison, Peter Davidson, and Robert Graham. The follow- 
ing new works were ordered :— J. K. MaocuUooh's Treatises on 
Taxation and tbe Funding System, and tbe Sucoession of 
Property; Kemble's Saxons in England; America compared 
with England ; and Barbara's Life and Remains of Theodore 
Hook. An instruction was passed to the Leeture Committee to 
find a substitute in February for W. L. Harle, Esq., whose 
engagements oblige him to postpone bis leeture to March or 
April. 

Messrs. Stephenson's New Locomotite. — On 
tbe 34tb Jan., one ot Messrs. R. Stephenson & Co/s improved 
patent express engines (No. 190) was delivered on the York, 
Newcastle, and Berwick Railway Company's line. It is of a 
new and peculiar construction, combining great power with 
speed, and is considered one of the most complete and finished 
pieces of machinery tbat has been turned out of tbis celebrated 
manufactory. Tbe diameter of the cylinder is 16in., and length 
of stroke 20in. Tbe diameter of tbe driving wheels is 6}ft, one 
revolution of which will nearly cover a space of seven yards. 
On being tried tbe same daT, it prooeeaed with uncommon 
freedom and ease, at a speed closely approximating to 60 miles 

nr hour. It started on Thursday, for the first time, with the 
P.M. express train from Gateshead, and, notwithstanding a 
stronjp wind, arrived at Darlington (a distance of 39 miles) in 
63 minutes, and accomplished the return trip within an hour, 
alter baving stopped at Belmont to set down passengers and 
luggage, and being detained at Brockley Whins by the slow 
train having got in before her. 

^ 

THE SEWERAGE OF GATESHEAD. 

John Dobson, Esq., of Newcastle, baving been requested 
togivebis^opinion in wbat manner tbe main thoroughfare of 
Gateshead, froia tbe foot of Bottle-baok southward, could be 
most eflectually and economically sewered, has made tbe fol- 
lowing 

Seport to the Town Improvement Committee. 
''■ Gbntlbmbn,— Knowinif tlie great want of drainage in your 
borough, I bave bad very great pleasure in attending to your 
request to report to you my opinion how tbat desirable object 
can best be obtained, in tbe most effisctoal manner, and at the 
least possible cost 

After baving surveyed and levelled the main street from the 
foot of tbe Bottle-bank to tbe Sunderland Road end, and having 
ascertained tbe nature of the stratification ibrou^b wbicb tbe 
sewer has to be formed, and taking into consideration the 
extent of drainage, both from tbe present lateral streets, and 
also those projected, which this sewer will have to receive, I 
bare been enabled to decide upon its capacity, wbicb the 
accompanyioK plans and sections will best explain, and upon 
wbicb 1 shall be glad to give any further explanation, per- 
sonally or otherwise, whenever you mav require it. In the 
meantime I shall state in wbat manner I should proceed with 
tbe work. 

As tbe sewer, from about 170 feet south of the viaduct [the 
railway-bndge], will have to be formed out of tbe freestone 
rock, (composed of folid blocks, but occasionally severed by 
fissures, or loose backs and beds,) the excavation alone, being 
of the depth of twelve feet, will form a sufficient drain, alter 



Digitized by 



Google 



the flisuref are dosed ap, (as per section No. 3). Theo, after 
the sides are rongb-dressed off, and the bottom bollowed oat, 
the top shoold be arehed with two rims of five-inch brick. The 
higher the brick cover is kept the better, as it will be less costly 
in uniting the branch-drains than if the arch were further down 
from ^ sarface of the street 

With respect to the width of this sewer, it cannot be too 
narrow at the bottom ; but it will not be possible to make it 
less than two feet, so as to afford workio^ room ; bat as the 
fall is so great there can be no objeetion iiit were two feet and 
a half. 

It win be neoeisary, before eommendnfj to hatr the road, 
to tbe widlb of tbe drmiDj muKh-rmiled <^ff, abaai 1*50 f^ft in 
leiif;tb, 9o a» to allow a tulSdent numbi^F to he tmploytA, » 
the whole wiU bav^ to be done thu& :^ 



. I 
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And u ihe eKcavitors proc«d, the brick arches will be tamed, 
and the tpice above kretled-up and macadamixed^ 

Alt tbt» lewer pro^rvsics, tti« teweri in the 8otiW bank and 
Cbureh-sireet may be prnureded with, using the stones (or their 
fotmation wMch w|n Ixe got from the rack-eKcaralUm; and rio 
procerd s(tutb*ftrd« until the built- sewers ara compltted. In 
Ihticate the cost ol the «hOi|ti will be simply' labour, «ith ihe 
exceptJion of th« brick arches, and what coocrc^U* noaj be n— 
qaired Tor the botlois aJ those parts where wet or soil sand h 
found. 

In Jetting the work by contraet, it isit^t be done by the run^ 
oiftg yard, and bv the ^atnr contracLorv until the built sewtft 
are coin pk'ied. The remiindrr ol the sewer Lb rou fib th^ rook 
may be let arterwardfc. I have no doabt that tht' coit ol ^uch 
an uBderti.ktEi^^ when tenderH are delivert^ lor the compklton 
of this porLion ol tbe work,, will tar^ much; but p«fhApa it 
may be iiatiii< factory t« you to hjtve my opiniitn at present of 
the eosi of ihe whole— ithich J annex ia deiai}, but wbleh "ill 
probably en LHwd I he tenders. I khall therefore take fr^m the 
bottom ol the Bottle-barik to its snramii, and Irom the end of 
Ihe drain wbinh leads frofii Cannon street up Church si reet to 
the topf forinia^ a junctfon at B. ; then take the drain irnm 
the top of the Bottle-bank to the flalf-Mmm-laneH, and »a on; 
ao that you may siw the co«t ol each len(ttb» aofl which will 
enable you to decide how much you mi^ht prudently undertake. 

^ jii-di of ta^nT tip die Boulft bmli^ fr^ra A* ia H., 

mtHAt, „.,...., ..........**** .£ir,2 15 

5Ti yvd* Qt irvtr, rrom C. bd B. . up Chari?h ■tr^t't. at 35i.p 105 iH 4 

ef<| jrardt of mtitt »r«f r f «■ ptr ■cfliJoa S^. 3), fn>m B. Ut 

the' Hair MooaOftne it D., it IN«. , tftt 111 « 

106 yaHs Qt Mwer. trvm (be UalMAD«n^aiM Ia 170 fcst 

■fiatb or tliA¥iidufit E.t at l^.,r *,.... <.^. »...».. ^fl ^ ^ 

M7k r&rds or built AAwer^ eoitmp „ . . . .£A97 J.I 4 

430 j yirdi of itHik drain, tn EUiti>ii.itr««i at F., at 46i. . . . . 3v9 I A « 

Mimu H fl 
The abofe may be let to one eon tractor, at the 6)(caf attona 
will liupply ai many itones as will be required for the built- 
«ewerM ; and Ibe follow inj^ may be Itst to another contractor, il 
ibouihl proper*^ 
J05 j,«r<li at drAln fr^ra Ellfioo-ttT««t to jRcliaDti-air^t, at 

G. .*(«•,. ..«.., ,f4TiJ © B 

454 rard« 0t drsiti frnn JapktaD-iimt to Cbirlei eiFCFt, al 

B..at4lli .,, JOfl i 

§C1| jrmriti or drain from Cbarlei-tETMt to GrfthacdtTry-sir^t, 

atL,at4Ai ^ liw 10 B 




I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 
Ne«ca«tle, January, 184^. John DonaoM, 



GATESHEAD BOARD OF GUARDlAKS. 
Tii« fnrinithtly meetinf took place on Tue^day^ Jan.BO, (J. 
Cowen, Esq., in the chair). Mr. Ha«ley, A^^intani Poor-Lsiw 
Commiifioner, «ai pre»*nt for the purpose of iavef tifating a 



charge preferred by Mr. Charles Barney, iun., afainU Mr. 
John PattisoD, relieving -officer of the Gateshead district. 
From the evidence adduced it appeared that in December last 
a mao named M^Iotyre, who said he was travelling towards 
Scotland, ealled upon Mr. Pattison, and requested an order for 
the medical-officer oi a midwife lo attend upon his wife, theo 
in labour. Mr. Pattison immediately §(ave him an order on 
Mrs. Dodds, midwife. For three weeks be beard nothiog more 
the case ; notil, Mrs. Dodds calling upon him, be found that 
she bad received the order, but bad not yet been called in. Mr. 
P. then requested her to return the order, and MMntyre would 
have to make a fresh application* M^IntyreshortlTatterwari* • 
called upon iUr. piLttiiit'^fi , aod wa« very abuHive tn his i&n- 
guage, demandiQK^ au order, and reftiMug to five aoy account 
of hu mean* ol obTainiog a Uvelihood durintbis stay in Gates- 
head, Mr. P. declined to grant hi* demand, nnlesi he would 
give this iDformaiion* or oihemise prove to htm that be wd» 
destitute. The man then add relied hLmnHI to Lhe paii^ersbr, 
und ultimately led to the cji^e being n' purled to the CommU- 
tiooers by Mr. Charlrs Hurney, who »b^ panslng at the ttme j 
and hence ihe prifneot inTesiigatioo. The case hAvinc; been 
iully entered into, the following reiolution wai iinaoioioa^ly 
carried: — *' The fiuardian* having taken ihe cirenm^tanet-a 
into cooaideeation, ^nd hearing the statement of Thona<> 
Powtrr^ policemaOf and Mri- Dt.tdils the midfuife, who fully 
corroborate Mr. Pdttison's statement, Hre Dnanimon^ly of 
opinion that, after he had once been drcuivH by IVt'Intjre. 
who had thug^ rendered faimself unwnrthyol beliefp the relieving- 
officer adjd »erT properly in refujtinB to give bim an order lor 
a medieal atiendarvt, wiihouL having rir«t per^iaoally vifii^d the 
case, which he immediately dtcJ^ aod promptly orderef! ai^fiisl- 
apee when be laond it »a^ reouired, ai proved bf M^Intfre^s 
application being made to Mr. Pattit^on at lOj p h., who visited 
the wnmiD and wa^ at the mid«i1eV houiie at I0'4Q p.m** nnd 
she ha^f attended the caie, and returned to her own houi'e^ 
before 12 P.m."* 

Tbe CiiAiaMAN addreffed Mr. Paitison, and Gomp!imented 
him nn the manner in which htf wat ^hown <o hive attended to 
hh dutit:iiT md annured him cl the unaoimnus opTnion ol the 
Board, that, instead ol censure, be deserved jcreat credit for the 
wav in which he had acted. 

Mr. Hawlkt evprt-iiied hint^elf in «imitir terms, and aUo 
eitpreicAed the gratifie^iton be invariably felt on thitiog the 
wiirk house, linit witne^^sing the v^tv ««cis'ietory maEner to 
which Mr. and Mtii. C»her eoniioettfd the e^^tahlnhment. (fe 
was also gratified to And that arrangements had heen made for 
fhti reception of cholera patjemii *lHch wer^ ereditable to the 
(iuardjan'^. 

h hafiniE bi^n intimnted that ihe cholera «a« not nn the 
increase, and that only filteen tu^Lpicir-ui ca^r^H wprr reported, 
the iolloviiig ref^ololion wa>« proporMfd and ^-arriedi — **Thai in 
the opinion nl the Board the mediGal-ofii.ee ri are pnrfei'Tly 
qualified to take charge ol all the cases of Asiatic chi'>]era at 
present nodcr treatCDent; and ihat all cimen which may be 
attiMided by other medical gentlemen aball in future be con- 
sidered a« belonging to their private prajctice;; but that the 
medlcal-officerb of the di^-trrct, wirb ihe ^^anction of the Guar- 
diann 6riit obtained, are at anjr time auib«>ri£ed to caU in asii«- 
tance, if it i^hould be found to be rcqifi^ite."' 

OiUdt>or Rdicf^ Forinitrhf ending Jtmuaru^- 

FIRST WEEK. 
Number. Motufj, Kind. ToIaL 

G«t«ii«ftd , llfH ,,£4b ft a ..££8 M ^ „£7iA » i»f 

nnvortb.. ...... ^fkfl ,. 17 ? 9 «« I It^ 3 .. Id S 

Wbickb»]B »„,.. 1^1^ ., r:i 1^ fl .. Q o ^, lata 

WlDlaioD ...... dA7 ,. 33 7 «. 1 U 1 .. 3& 1 7 

RnL w<el(......:^4 XllO n £i] VA 1^ j^lHI II 4| 

fi«r«ih»d lofil ^,£4& 5 ^ .. J4 19 in| „je.vi a Tf 

H<woTlb........ 3^5 ,. 17 ? k „, .. 17 7 P 

^blekMm.^.... S3^ .. la {8 ^, ,. 13 IB U 

WitilKiOD ...... £>ft& .. »9 5 d .« a a .. 39 lU A 

S^dond wfflk .^,,^lAe Slav 17 :i TT 4 10| Jllfl 1 il 
ForiDifibi ^....laea sfi« 17 « ae lei oi ^s la n| 

Relief in f/ie ll'orfthoM*e. 

Firrt»wk , ,, ,a^ .,..£17 I t>| 

SMsoodwwk -"".lU i5i "" 1' ' *^l 

Total rel Jtf , duIAqot ipA \^Aim ^ ^ ^ , , . . . IWt I "<i| 
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IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 

Thuesdat, Fib. 1. 

HSB Majutt opened Parliament in person with a 
*' Speech" which ezhibito no falling-off in the dexterity with 
which anch oracolai communications are manafaotorod. 
DeliTered on the first day of perfect freedom of commerce in 
com, it makea no alloaioa to that ftreat act of emancipation, 
hat diraota the attention of the Lords and Commons to a 
kindred reform^the repeal, in whole or part, of the NaTiga- 
tlon Laws. This, and an amendment of the Irish Poor Law, 
with an annoancement that *' the present aspect of affairs has 
enabled Her Mijesty to make large redactions on the esti- 
mates of last year,*' will be found to constitute the snbatance 
of the <* Speech," (which we give below in fall) :— 

■* Mr Lords ahd Gbmtlbmbn, ~ The period being 
arrived at which the business of Parliament is osually re. 
snmed, I have called you together for the discharge of your 
important datieai 

*• It is satisfactory to me to be enabled to stote that both in 
the North and in the Soath of Europe the contending parties 
have consented to a suspension of arms, for the purpose of 
negotiating terms of peace. 

** The hostilities carried on in the island of Sicily were 
attended with circumstances so revolting, that the British and 
French Admirals were impelled by motives ot humanity to 
interpose, and to stop the further effusion of blood. I have 
availed myself of the interval thus obtained to propose, in 
oo^janetion with France, to the King of Naples, an arrange* 
ment caloalaled to produce a permanent settlement nf affairs 
in Sicily. The negotiation on these matters is still pending. 

*Mt has been my anxious endeavour, in offering my good 
offices to the various contending powers, to prevent the ezten. 
sion of the calamities of war, and to lay the foundations for 
lasting and bonoarable peace. It is my constant desire to 
maintain with all foreign states the roost friendly relations. 

^ As soon as the interests of the pnblio service will permit, 
I shall direct the papers connected with these transactions to 
be laid before yon* 

** A rebellion of a formidable character has broken out in 
the Punjaab; and the Governor- Qeneral of India has been 
compelled, for the preservation of the peace of the country, to 
assemble a considerable force, which is now engaged in military 
operations against the insurgents. But the tranquillity of 
British India has not been affected by these nnprovoked 
distorbanoes. 

** I again commend to your attention the restrictions im. 
)>osed on commerce by the Nayigation Laws. If you shall 
find that these laws are in whole or in part unnecessary for 
the maintenance of our maritime power, while they fetter 
trade and industry, you will no doubt deem it right to repeal 
or modify their provisions. 

*' Obntlbmbn of thb Housb of Commons,^ I have 
directed the estimates for the service of the yecur to be laid 
before yon: they will be framed with the most anxious atten. 
tion to a wise economy. The present aspect of affairs has 
enabled me to make large reductions on the estimates of last 
year. 

*<Mt Lobds and Gbmtlbmbm,— I observe with satis- 
faction that this portion of the United Kingdom has remained 
tranquil, amidst the convulsions which have disturbed so 
many parts of Europe. 

^ The inaurreotion in Ireland has not been renewed, but a 
spirit of disaffection still exists ; and I am oompelled, to my 
rsfret, to aak for a contlnaance for a limited time of those 
powers which. In the last seeaion, yon deemed necessary for 
the preservation of the public tranquillity. 

''I have great satisfaction in stating that commerce is 
reviving from those shocks which, at the commencement of 
last session, I had to deplore. 

'* 'llie condition of the manufaotni ing districts is likewise 
more encouraging than it has been for a oonalderable period. 



'^ Itis also gratifying to me to observe that the stata of the 
revenne Is one of progressive improvement 

** I have to lament, however, that another failare in the 
potato crop has caused very severe distress in some parts of 
Ireland. 

** The operation of the laws for the relief of the poor la 
Ireland will properly be a subject of your Inquiry ; and any 
measures by which those laws may be beneficially amended, 
and the condition of the people may be improved, will receive 
my cordial assent 

" It is with pride and tfaankfnhiess that I advert to the 
loyal spirit of my people, and that attachment to oar institU' 
tions which has animated them during a period of commer- 
cial difflcolty, deficient prodaction of food, and political 
revolatlon. 

*' I look to the protection of Almighty God for fttvonr in 
onr continued progress, and I trnat that yoa will assist me In 
upholding the fabric of the Constitution, fonndad, as It Ism 
upon the principles of freedom and of jnstioe.'' 

, « 

Tbk Cholera. — ^The returns to the General BoanI 
of Health, op to the let Inst., are as under :~ 

Cmm. D«atbs. 

In London sad violaitf »•«..•• 886 •» 481 

lotbaoonntrj , 760 •» 361 

InScotlsnd » 8036 .. 374S 



Totsi 10,901 4564 

—The Scotsman of ^edoesday says :—** There have been 
two days, since our last, in which the returns for Edinburgh 
have been blank as regards the occurrenee of new cases, so tbat 
we may expect ere long to have the pleasant doty of announcing 
that the cholera has entirely disappeared from this city."— 
There were on Saturday 74 new cases and 13 deaths in Glasgow ; 
on Sunday, 35 new eases and 14 deaths ; on Monday, 44 new 
cases, and the deaths 14. 

GATBtBBAD CoMMiTTEB OF Hbalth.— Thla Com- 
mittee, consisting of the whole ol the Guardians of the parish 
of Gateshead, with other gentlemen, has dissolved itself. It 
seems that oii the first appearance ot the cholera in the borough 
the Committee had issued a handbill advising immediate ftpl 
plication, in all cases of premonitory symptoms of cholera, 1() 
any one of the resident medical practitioners, and gave 4iie 
addresses of the different practitioners in the handbill — iptiT 
matinff,at the same time, that such attendance had beeu re- 
quested by the Committee. This proceeding, which had feceived 
toe approval of the Board of Guardians in the 0rst instance^ 
was overturned, it appears, at the last meeting of th^ Board, 
which passed a resolution to the effect that the medical officer^ 
of the Union were competent to undertake all cases of cholera 
that it was necessary the authorities should attend to, and that 
persons attended by other medical practitioners should not be 
considered as at the expense of the Union. A letter had also 
been issued to the several medical gentlemen, prior to the 
Board meeting at whieh the above alteration was adopted, of 
which the following is a copy :— 

GatMbMd UnloD Offiee, Mth Jtoasry, 1810. 

KSSPBCTSD FaiSVD,— I am Inttraotcd to inrorm the BMdioal aentle- 
mra of OstMhssd, tbat altboagh Um Gasrilaas are anzfontly detirout 
that all asses of dlarrhcM which tndioats (bs prwBooftorf •jAptam* of 
Asiatle abolera slMold be promptly stleDdsd. sod ss far m pouible sOco. 
taally rsUevsd ; jtt they hope that it it oleariy naderstood they ha?e no 
intention of beioff retponeible for any medidns or stiendsaoe to any 
oases of disordered bowels wbleh do not elearly belonir to the eolaan in 
the dally retarn, headed " Saepidoas Cases of Ditrrbosa." I am also 
instraeied lo nqaeet that thy aeeoant against the Gaardtana to the 30th 
InaL may be sent to my olBoe, on the mormug of that day. 
I am respeetfally thy Friend, 

To G. 8. Dixon, M.D. Wm. Rowntebb, Clerk to the Gnardians. 
Tbe Committee SMt (ba?ing been convened at the request of 
the Chairssao) on Friday (Feb. 2), when Mr. Rownfree read 
the minutes of the Board, and steted bis belief that there was 
no intention on the part of the Board to east any reflection 
upon the tendnct or competency of the Committee.— The Com- 
mittee, however, seemed to think that common courtesy required 
that before overthrowing tbe arrangements made by tbe Com 
mittee, the Utter should have been consulted with by the Board ; 
and also that before the eircular which Mr. Rowntree had been 
instructed, by certaio Guardiaes unknown, to issue, had been 
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addrasied Co tbe medieal genOemeD, the Committee sboold 
have been oonsalted.— Mr. Garbott moved, that as the Board 
•eemed Co eonsider themselves quite oompeteot to execute all 
the doties which the Committee had considered were attached 
to the latter, tbe Committee sboold be immediately dissolved.^ 
Mr. Hedley thooght the roisanderstaoding might be removed 
by a conference between tbe Committee and the Board.^Mr. 
Bennett seconded Mr. Garbutt's motion ; and Mr. B. J. Prock. 
ter Mr. Hedley's proposition. The former was supported by 
the Chairman (Mr. Broekett), Aid. Smith, Dr. Dixon, and Mr. 
M'Donnell; and tbe latter by Mr. Rowntree and Mr. Haggle. 
On a show of bands the original motion was carried, and the 
Committee consequently dissolved. [The dread of «* rates," 
we fear, extiDgoishes all dread of cholera or its eonfcequences 
among a portion of oar neighboun.1 
■■ ■ ♦ 

GATESHEAD TQWN-COUNCIL. 
p Gbobob Hawks. Btq., Mayor. 

Aldennen. douneiUon, p Hymcrs, Junet BobsoD, John 

p Broekett, W.H.f Angw, John p lonn, F. P. BsmvII, John 

pCammlns.T. Brown, Wm. p Lister, John p Wslker,Forater 
Eonmir, Wm. p Blagbam, B. Pearaon, C. J. p Tooog, R. 0. 
Potts. John p Cook, William p Prookter. B.J. p WIImd. James 
p Smith, Junes p Donglas, Wm. p Robson, Joeepb p Gonllhard, R. 
p WllsoglVbos. t Those narked p were prceentl 

Thk llrst quarterly meeting of 1S49 was held on Thursday, 
Feb. 1. The proceedings of the last meeting having been read, 

Mr. JoesPH Robson brought up the Report of the Town 
Improvement Committee, by which it appeared that they were 
negotiatinff a loan from the Brothers' Society, held at the Blue 
Posts, in Pilgrim-street, of £800, to go towards raising a fund 
safficient to defray tbe expense of making the proposed public 
sewer ; that an open drain, leading from the north-west corner 
of the Towuhall premises, along Banktop, and down into Pipe- 
wellgate, was now being covered in under the superintendence 
of Mr. Schorey, tbe Surveyor ; that license had been granted 
to Mr. C. J. Pearson to divert the drain on the east side of the 
old Durham road, but so as to render it not liable to obstruc 
tion. 

The Conncil confirmed the proceedings of tbe Town Im- 
provement Committee; and ther were empowered to negotiate 
a loan of £2,000, to be expended in making the proposed public 
sewer. 

Tbe Town Clbsk read the Report of Mr. Dobsouy architeet, 
on the best plan and cost of sewer, (elsewhere inserted). 

A question was pot to tbe Town Clerk as to when the Super- 
intending Inspector from the General Board of Health was ex- 
peoCed in Gateshead. 

The Town Clbbk read a letter from Mr. Austin, dated Jan. 
&f intimating that an inspector had been appointed, and re- 
quiring to know the places of worship in tbe borough, in order 
to give due legal notice oi his visit A reply had heen trans- 
mitted without delay to Mr. Austin, since which no further 
communication had been received. 

Mr. Cook was desirous of proceeding immediately, and ad- 
vertising for tenders to construct the sewer^ without waiting 
lor the Government Inspector. 

Mr. Aid. Beockbtt thooght that the inspector was lost, and 
ke ought to be advertised for. 

The Report of Mr. Dobson was referred to the Town Im- 
provement Committee, on the motion of Mr. Cook, seconded 
by Mr. Aid. Bbockbtt, with instructions to procure tbe speci- 
floations, and to make such other preparations for commencing 
the sewer as might be necessary :— and the Town Clerk to 
write to the Board of Health, to ascertain when tbe inspector 
might be expected to visit Gateshead. 

A statement of the collection of the Gateshead Street Act 
Assessment, for the year ending Dee. 24, 1848, was submitted 
by the collector, Mr. Joseph Fairs, to the Council, whereby it 
appeared that^ 

The total tarn asaessed amounted to . . . . Jl,405 4 6 
Tbe total earn eoUeeled-.,..M..»..... 1,908 14 8 

Leaving a delieieney of ...•-...«.••«.• JlOl 10 
By reason ol tenemeoted and empty property, parties excused 
on account of poverty, and arrears. 

The collector's accounts were approved, and a poaodage off 
fivepence per pound for collecting was allowed. 

Mr. Ala. Bbockbtt brought op tbe Report of tbe Parlia- 
mentary, Railway, and Byelaw Committee, explaining tbe pro- 



▼isions of a Bill for the Conservaacf of the River Tyne, a oopr 
of which the Town Clerk had received from Messrs. Lieteh « 
Kewney, of North Shields, solicitors for the proiBoters, and 
which is intended to be broo«ht into parliament this session. 
By this bill it is proposed to vest the conservancy of the river 
Tyne in twelve Commissioners, (four to be appointed by tbe 
Corporation of Newcastle, two by the Corporation of Gatesnead' 
three by the Retistered Shipowners of the Port of Shields resi- 
deat in Tynemouth, and three by the Registored Shipowners of 
the Port of Shields resident in South Shields); to repeal tbe 
authority of tbe Corporation of Newcastle to levy town-dnes, 
tonnage-rates, and other river dues (except Quayside dues) ; 
and to authorise the Commissioners to receive the same. The 
Report stated that Capt. Washington, R.N., who had been ap- 
pointed for making preliminary inquiries in certain cases of 
aiiplications for local acts, would sit at North Shields on the 
lOtb instant, tor making surveys and inquiries in relation to 
the bill. 

The Committee leoomaiended tbe Coaneil to petition parlia- 
ment in favour of the bill ; but in their opinion the borough of 
Gateshead was not adequately represented therein; thenomber 
of Commisaioners for Gateshead ought to be at least equal to 
that of cither North or South Shields. 

The Committee also recommended that a deputation should 
be appointed to attend the sittings of Capt. W. at Shields, and 
to watch the proceedings. 

Mr. Aid. Bbockbtt said be would move that a petition to 
parliament in favour of <* A Bill for placing the River Tyne 
Conservancy under Commissioners appointed in fair Propor- 
tion by the Towns on its Banks," be adopted. He would not 
go more particularly into the subiect, which would be left to 
future investigation. Seconded by Mr. Aid. CcMMiiis, and 
carried unanimously. 

The Town Clbbk was instructed to attend tbe sitting at 
South Shields on the 10th instant, to watch the proceedings so 
far as tbe interests of Gateshead were concerned. 

Mr. Aid. Smith brought op the Report of the Finance Com. 
mittee, which, among other things, recommended a borough 
rate of threebalfpenoe In the pound. Unanimously agreed to. 

The Council then ad)oumed to the 15th Mareb, at 3 o'clock. 



L^ttbb Dat Saints.— On Fridayevening, Jan.29,nlne con- 
verts, men and women, singularlv dressed (the females 
wearing blue flannel shirts), were led to the sea- side, and 
one by one immened with a prayer in the waves. The pro- 
gress of this body— << The Latter Day Saints'*— midway in the 
nineteenth century, is a strange phenomenon. 

Frbe Tbadb Rbjoicino.— The death of the eom laws was 
celebrated on Wednesdav, Jan. 81, by a goodly number of 
free-traders, who partoolc of an excellent tea together, pro- 
Tided bjMr. Donkin, Bridge Hotel, in his long-room, lif r. 
Joshua Wilson was called to the cnair, and made a capital 
speech in opening the meeting. Mr. W. Mordey and Mr. A. 
J. Moore were both unfortunately unable to attend; but the 
meeting was addressed with good effect by Mr. George Hard- 
castle, Mr. John Hills, Mr. Etherington (a working man), 
Mr. Thomas Gibson, Mr. Robert Wight, Mr. WiUiam Wight, 
Mr. James Williams, and Mr. Smith (Editor of the Herald). 
At the close Mr. Robert French proposed a yote of thanks to 
the Chairman, which was carried by hearty acclamation. 

The- Jew and thb Robbbbs.— On the 26th Jan., a Jew 
pedlaTj carrying his box of jewellery in a blue bag, slung 
over his shoulder, was walking along the turnpike road be- 
tween Seaham and Sunderland. Two men, dressed like 
navvies, stopped him. and asked ** charity," stating that they 
were out of work ana badly off. He offex^ them a fourpenny 
piece, which thev refused, saying that they knew that he haa 
mora money. Tne Jew in a moment threw the box from off 
his shoulder— stood upon it— and drew a pair of double- 
barrelled pistols from his pocket. He held them out at arm's 
length in the face of the robbers, who started back. They 
soon, however, recovering their audacity, tried to rush in 
upon him; but he kept a sharp look-out, and presently the 
sounds of a horse's feet were heard, approaching nearer and 
nearer; whereupon the robbers took to their heels, and the 
Jew proceeded quietly on his journey. 
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GATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

Thb seventeeotb aooiversarj meeiiDg of the Goveroora of 
Um Gateshead Diipeosary, was held in the Townhall, oo Toet- 
day, Feb. 6, (the Mayor, G. Hawks, Esq., in the chair,) when 
the Secretary (Mr. Aid. Brockett) read the followina report:— 

The OomBiUee, in prMentioft lh« tevenleeiiih annaal Report of the 
I>topeiMery, oanoot rerrain from meking a paiaiDir referenot to the eeaee 
whleh led to It* ettablUbseDt. That eeute wee cholera. The ravaKee 
of that pettilraoe daring the eloee of 1831 and the eommeooement ol 1839 
awakened poblto attention, moit provldeDtielly , to thf almost total want 
of medieal aaaietanee to whleh the poor of the diairiot wereezpoaed, and 
to the danger to poblle health of whleh thatetreametanoe was the parent. 
After an abtcnoe of eeventcen years, the eholera has again appeared ; 
bat. fortaoaiely, in a form less virulent and with oonseqnenoes less fatal 
than before. The Committee would fain believe that the long absence 
and the more favoarable reenlte of this fearful disease, in this quarter, 
may be attributed, in some degree, to the greater sanitary preeautiona 
and more extended benevolence by whioh the publie generally have been 
aetuated einee Its last visitation. 

It is satisfactory also to state, that the number of applioants for relief 
has not been so numerous in the past year ss in the preeeding one— the 
increase in the number of admissions by letter having been 08, and in 
eaaaalUes 1,18ft. 

The state of the funds is also favourable^tbe donations (inelading a 
monlfleenk one of £dO from Mr. Oaroett) having ezeeeded, and the dis- 
bursements for medicines having fallen short of, those of the sixteenth 
year. The Committee, however, have been under the necessity of lnear> 
ring an extra expense under the head of furniture, the Dispensary 
having been enlaived to an extent which was indispensable to its asefnl- 
neei— and whleh enlargement was readily provided by the landlord, Mr. 
Robeim, on fair and liberal terms. Tbe additional payment to Mr. 
Boboon in eonseqaenee of this improvement is to be JC5 a«year, making 
the preeent rental £il ; and tbe Committee have agreed that tbe Dlspen. 
sary shall continue the tenancy for a term ol seven years. Should 
eircamstanoes, however, at any time reqnire a change of locality for the 
Dispensary, the Committee anttoipaie little or no diffleolty In proearlng 
anocber oeeupant at tbe present rent. 

There are still many instances, the Committee regret to say. of lettere 
belnc presented by persons whose circumstances in life appear better 
than thoee of the class lor whose benefit the Dispensary was established. 
This oan only be obviated by an exercise of caution on tbe part of the 
Qovemors, whose sole wish, the Committee are eonvineed. It most be 
to mi^e the losUtntion an instrnmcnt of affording the greatest extent of 
Bsedieal relief to thoee whose poverty almost precludes the possibility of 
obtaining it by any other means. 

Theaccoonts oi the Treasurer (James Pollock, Esq.) showed 
a balance in iavour of ths institotion of £126 lis. 2d.; and the 
list of diseases showed that of the 4,732 cases admitted during 
the year, 4.468 had been cured and 59 relieved; that 15 had 
been Irregular; 4 were no better; 88 bad died; and 98 were 
remaining on the books, Tbe number of persons wbo had 
received the benefit of the institution since its establishment in 
1832 was shown to be 61,475, exclusive of cases of vaccination. 

Tbe Report was received, and ordered to be printed and 
eirculated, on the motion of William Kell, Esq., seconded by 
William Andrew, Esq.; the thanks of tbe meeting to tbe 
medical and other officers of tbe institution, for their valuable 
services during the past year, were voted, on the motion of Mr. 
Alderman Ci^nmins, seconded by John Cnlroan, E«q.; and on 
the motion ot R. Wake, E^q., seconded by Mr. Douglas, tbe 
following gentlemen were elected tbe Committee for the ensuing 
year, viz. :— Tbe Patrons, Presidents, Vice Presidents, Secre- 
A tary, and Treasurer, aame as last year; with the addition of 
Messrs. William Andrew, George Bell, F. P. lonn, B. J. 
Prockter, T. H. Apedaile, John Robson, John A. Howe, J. W. 
Swinburne, Tbomas Cuoomins, William Kell, John Russell, 
and John Potts. 

On the motion of J. W. Swinborne, Esq., the thanks of tbe 
flMeting were voted to the Major, and carried by acclamation. 

After tbe meeting, several friends of the Dispensary, accord- 
ing to annual eostom, partook of an excellent dinner, and spent 
a pleasant afternoon, at the Half Moon inn, onder the presi- 
dency of the Treasurer (Mr. Pollock). 

• 

THK CONSERVANCY OP THB RIVER TYNE. 

Thb firat move of the Newcastle Town- Council, in oppo. 
•ition to the Conaervancy Bill, haa been defeated — the Bill 
having pasaed through tbe preliminary ordeal of the ** atand- 
ing oilers,'' notwithatanding the memorial from the Town- 
Conndl oomplainiDg of noncompliance with such ordera on 
the part of the promotera of tbe Bill. 

It waa believed that the subject would have been taken up 
Ineameaton Wedneaday, Feb. 7, in the Nowcaatle Council ; 
hot poUie escpeotation haa been diaappointad. A notioe of 



motion had been giren by Mr. Harle, to the eifeol— " That 
the Bill which it ia proposed to lay before Parliament 
touching the Conservatorship of the River Tyne is enoneons 
in principle, unjust in detail, and ought to be opposed by the 
boronghs of Newcastle, Gateshead, Tynemonth, and South 
Shields.*' And Mr. Brockett had intimated to the members 
of the Council, by circular, that he intended to move the 
following series of resolutions as an amendment on the 
motion of Mr. W. L. Harle:—- 

1. That although the exclnsiye Conserranoy of the River 
Tvne ia an ancient and indisputablo right of the Corporation 
of Newcastle, this Counoil readily admits that such Conser- 
vatorship is a trust rested in the Corporate Body for the 
purpose of promoting the general benefit of the whole com- 
mercial district intersectedby the Tyne. 

2. That until within a recent period the towns on the Tyne 
(with the exception of Newcastle) were, domparatiyely, of 
little commercial consequence. 

8. That of late years, howeyer, those towns hare risen into 
such considerable importance as to justify an expectation, 
on their parts, to be admitted to participate in the manage- 
ment of matters connected with the river. 

4. That the principle of such a participation has been, in 
some degree, admitted in the Tyne Port Act of 1845. 

5. That this Counoil, in execution of its trust as Conserva- 
tors of the Rirer Tyne, has disbursed considerable sums of 
money, annually, in endearonrs to improve the navigation of 
the river, and to increase its accommodations for shipownera 
and merchants. 

6. That the dues received by the Corporation on the import 
and export of coals and other merchandise, and on ballast 
and other matters more immediately connected with the 
riyer, although considerable in annual amount, are liable to 
be modified, altered, or reduced, and several of them have 
been so altered, modified, or reduced, whenever the Council 
has deemed that the doing so would be conducive to the 
general interests of the river-trade. 

7. That the legislative policy of the present times being 
evidently in favour of the removal, as far as practioable, of 
all tolls, duties, or restrictions, whether national or muni- 
cipal, which are calculated to fetter either international or 
interprovincial trade, it is probable that the time may not be 
far distant when the duties at present accruing to the Cor- 
poration of Newcastle from the commerce of the Tyne may 
be abrogated. 

8. That in such case the necessary funds for the mainte- 
nance And improvement of the river Tyne would have to be 
provided-for from some other source than the ordinary muni- 
cipal revenue of the borough of Newcastle; and that such 
funds, under such circumstances, could only in fairness be 
fnrni^ed either bv the nation, (which might possibly regard 
the conservancv of great rivers as a national concern), or by 
fair and equitable contributions from all the borougns and 
other districts to be benefited by the expenditure of such 
funds. 

9. That, influenced bv all these considerations, and anxious 
to preserve a good understanding^ between all the commu« 
nities dependent for their prosperity upon the good manage- 
ment of the river Tyne, this Council is ready to open nego- 
tiations with the promoters ot a Bill which either has b^n 
or ia about to be Drought before Parliament, intituled ** A 
Bill for the Conservancy of the River Tyne," with a view, not 
only to the placing of the Conservancy on a more enlarged 
ana popular footing than at present, but to the^ provimng 
against the emergency adverted to in the preceding resolu- 
tions. 

10. That, therefore, the Town-Clerk be instructed to inti- 
mate to the promoters of such Bill that this Council will be 
ready to unite with them in soliciting the sanction of Parlia. 
ment to any Conservancy Act which shrill entitle the exist- 
ing commercial preeminence of Newcastle to be fairly and 
fully represented in a Joint-Commission; which shall clearly 
and unmistakeably prescribe what proportion of the river- 
receipts of the Newcastle Corporation shall be made appli- 
cable to purposes of Conservancy; which shall totally exempt 
the other revenues of the Corporation from any contribution 
to such purposes (except in equal ratio with contributions 
from other parties represented in the Joint-Commission); and 
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Wkieh dan profide, folly and eileetiuJlj, for the nbing of 
aaj defieiettcy of fviids for the support of the riTer, whieh 
maj he oooadooad^ any modification or abrogation of duties, 
or by any fsUing-on in their amount, from decay of trade or 
othenrise, by fair and equal contributions from all the par- 
ties to be represented in the Commiuion of Conservancy. 

11. That unless these principles shall be admitted as the 
bMes of negotiation, the Bill for the Conservancy of the River 
Tyne be opposed by this Council, and that the Members for 
the town» and for the boroughs of Gateshead, Tynemonth, 
and South Shields be requested to assist in such opposition. 

Mr. W. L. Harle was prevented, it appears, by professional 
engagements, from being in the Council- Chamber in time to 
biiiig forward his motion (the other business of the meeting 
having been disposed of with nnezpected dispatch) ; and Mr. 
Brockett having expressed his readiness to propose his 
resolutions either then or at some early meeting, it was 
arranged that the whole subject should be considf-red at an 
odjonmed meeting, to be held on Tuesday next, when a 
petition against the Conservancy Bill will most probably be 
proposed by the Chairman of the Secret Committee. 

The question being thus placed, as it were, for a time iu a 
sort of municipal abeyance, we consider it most advisable to 
refrain from comment this week. 

The Admiralty-Commissioner, Capt. Washington, R.N., 
commences his investigation into the merits of the Conser- 
vaacy Bill this day, at the Northumberlaod Arms, North 
Shields. A more important inquiry has not been instituted 
lor many a year into matters of a local public nature. 



THE TRINITY HOUSE DINNER. 

The Master of the Newcastle Trioity House (John Thomas 
Carr, Esq.) gave a irrsnd dinner on Thursday, Feb. 9, lo a 
numerous party of bis friends, in the spacious ball of that 
ancient corporation. 

Among the company present were the Mayor of Newcastle, 
GeorRe Hudson, Esq., M.P., the Mayor of Gateshead, the 
Sheriff of Newcastle, Capt. Washinicton, R.N., the Vicar of 
Newcastle, Sir Cutbbert Sharp, Aid. Losh, Aid. Headlsm, Aid. 
Armstrong, Aid. Potter, Aid. Carr« Capt. Gordon, Capt. West, 
the Town Clerks of Newcastle and Gateshead, A. Dixson, E>q., 
Collector of Customs at Stockton, Rev. L. Paige, and R. Airey , 
M. Anderson, J. W. Haansbergen, R. Lambert, R. P. Philip, 
son, P. H. Stanton, W. L. Harle, C. Smith, ven., W. Ayre, 
George Hogg, Jamex Allport, Ralph Dodds, John Dobson, W. 
Dawson, Richard Call, R. Rennoldson, R. Gray, C. Smith, 
jon., E. Martinson, H. S. Straker, Septimas Rayne, W. H. 
Brockett, — Carr, jun., Edmund Graham, G. Thompson, S. 
Dawson, J. W. Swinburne, John Greene, J. Brown (CustomK), 
B. Bradshaw,and J. Davis, Esqrs. The vice-chairmen were 
John Currie, Esq. (the Secretary of the Trinity Hoese). and P. 
A. Pattison, Esq.; and the entertainment, provided by Mr. 
Webb, of the Three Indian Kings, was of the most sumptotms 
description. 

After the 'Moving cup** (a magnificent tankard, presented 
many, many years ago, by the original builder ot the Spurn 
Light, Mr. Angell,) had been handed round, and the usual lo> al 
toasts bad been given. 

The Master proposed the health of Capt. Washington in 
connection with" rhe Wooden Walls of Old England." 

In returning thanks, the gallant officer took occasion to 
observe, that being in this district at present tor tUe purpose of 
conducting investigatincs into matters of deep local interest, 
he had taken the opportunity of examining the river at low 
water all the way from the entrance as far as the High level 
Bridge, and that he was happy to say be bad found a good 
depth of water where, on previous occasions, he had seen 
nothing but dry sand. Such a state of things was highly 
gratiiying to him, as it ought to be to the public. He would 
take this opportunity, however, of observing, that although the 
High Level Bridge afforded him the greatest delight, not less 
as a monument of brilliant genius and triumphant science than 
as a means of commercial advancement, he was sorry to see 
that it had a most discreditable neighbour very near it— he 
meant the old bridge. He regarded that bridge as one of the 
greatest impediments to the improvement of the Tyne; and 



he would warn the public that, some Une day, so preearioos 
were its foundations, it might tumble into tbe river whhout tb« 
shghtest warning. Tbe best thing that tbe people of tbe Tyne 
could do, would be to remove it, and adopt a suggestion which 
be understood had been made by Mr. Ralph Dodds, of plaeing 
a low level bridge close alongside the high level one. Tbe 
doing so would not only remove the nuisance of the old bridge, 
but it would enable Gateshead, which was without any public 
quay, lo have an extensive and excellent one, ax well as afford 
the means of extending tbe Newcastle qoay, and thereby avoid 
tbe necessity which now existed of having occasionally very 
many vessels lying in a tier, which could not but be highly 
preiudiciaL 

The gallant Captain, in a subsequent period of the evening, 
proposed as a toast ^ Both Sides ot tbe Tyne,*' observing that, 
during his official inquiries, ft was poasible that eonflicting 
interests and feelings might be exhibited ; but bis desire and 
hope was that the result might be beneficial and satisfactory 
to all. 

The Master, in proposing the health of Mr. Hudson, very 
justly eulogized the ability, perseverance, and seal ol that 
gentleman, and referred particularly to the High Level Bri^ige, 
as an evidence, not only of tvhat could be done, but of what the 
honourable member was ready to do. for the convenience ot the 
public. 

Mr. Hvdson, in thanking the company for their good wishes, 
paid a feeling tribute of respect to thelate Mr. George Stenhen- 
son, to whom the great merit, he said, of the bridge was due, 
declaring that bis (Mr. Hudson's) part was of a mere secondary 
character to that of bis rooch.lamented friend ; but be was 
proud to think that a Stephenson still remained worthy of bis 
sire, and that he ( Mr. Hudson) could calculate vpon, a« be bad 
already largely benefited by, the services of that son, and of 
another able coadjutor, a resident in this district (Mr. Harri. 
son), in carrying out to the fullest extent those great entei^ 
prises and concerns which had been entrusted to bis (Mr. Hud- 
son 'k) management. It had been bis desire to do tbe utmost 
for the public, as well as for the companies over which be 
presided; and one of his sincerest wishes was to live on termt 
of harmony with the good people of the Tyne, whose interests 
were so intimately bound op with his own. He referred to the 
pleasure he felt that the contract for the High Level Bridge 
had been taken by bis friend, tbe Mayor ot Gateshead ; and 
particularly so, when he knew, not only that the work would be 
ably executed, but that it would leave tbe contractor a very 
handsome profit. As to tbe old bridge, he perfectly concurred 
in everything that bad fallen from Capt. Wa.>hingion; and if 
the good people here would only resolve to do away with it, he 
would himself despatch a special train for the necessary appa- 
ratus of destruction, if it could not be obtained in the neigh, 
bourhood. He also referred (and most justly) to the impolicy 
of municipal tolls, if they could possibly be dispensed with. 
He was for perfect free trade on that point. • 

Among the other toasts of the evening were ** The Master 
and Brethren of the Trinity Honse'' (by the Vicar, in conste. 
quence of the absence, from domestic loss, of the Chaplain, tbe 
Kev. Robert Green) ; ** The Mayor and Corporation of New- 
castle;" •* The Bishop and Clergy;" «* The Mayor sod C<irpo. 
ration of Qaleshead ;" <* The Port and Trade of Newcastle," 
&c.. Sec. 

We cannot refrain from remarking, that the opinions 
expressed by Capt. Washington and Mr. Hudson, with regard 
to the old bridge, are most valuable, and in perfect coincidenee 
with our own. Indeed, we were the first to suggest that a low 
level bridge, constructed alongside the double bridge now in 
course of erection, should be so bstitu ted for tbe present structure. 
e 

THE RIVER TYNE AND THE ADMIRALTY. 

Thb Lords of the Admiralty gave notice, in the Oatsshead 
Ohnerver and other journals, a fortnight ago, that Captain 
Washington, R.N., would attend, under the recent statuta 
•< for making preliminary inquiries in certain cases of applica- 
tions for local act«," 

L On Friday, the 9th of February, at tbe Northumberland 
Arms, North Shields, *' for the purpose of making an examina- 
tion, survey, and inquiries," in relation to *' BD intended appli. 
cation to pari lament tor an act" to b^WA Q^J^^* ^^^ make 
Improvements at No&tb SaimLna • 

2. On Saturday, i^« lOth of ^ebru^w .^iMQepkoetla 
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make inquiry into '* sn intended application to parliament for 
an act in relation to the fornatinn of a Board of Coksbe- 
YANCT for thb Ritbe TrNB ;" and 

3. On Monday, the 12th of February, at the Guildhall, 
Newcastle, to make inquiry respecting ^ an intended applica- 
tion to parliament for an act in relation to the York, New. 
cttstle, and Berwick Railway (Baemoor and Alnmooth 
Nbw BrjlMchbs, Branch to Qoat at Nbwcastlb, &c.) 
BaU." 

Of these three projects— one chiefly aflecting North Shields, 
another chiefly affecting Newcastle, and the other (to be con- 
Bi4ered to day) affecting the whole navigable course of the 
river— we have to deal in our present number with one alone— 
namely, the proposed quay and improvements at North 
Shields. It is intended that the qua.v shall extend from the 
preient Union Quay, near the Low Lights, to within a few 
yards of the New Quay ; that an approach, or street, shall be 
made from the New Quay, by the removal of a portion of the 
baildings at the eastern end of the market-place; and that 
another approach shall be made from the Wooden Bridge, 
westward of Mr. Young*s (io'k. The proposed Kite ol the quay 
is partly occupied by boildinKs, and partly dry at low water. 

The present quay wall at North Snields terminates abruptly, 
about 2M feet below the market-place, at the landing of the 
Direct Ferry ; and from that point to the Low Lights there is 
at low water a scarp, or muddy shore, varying from 20 to 120 
feet in breadth from the houses to the water-edge. This shore 
it is proposed to transform from its present almost valueless 
condition into a really useful thoroughfure, and a quay at 
which ships may load or discharge. Tbequay-wall is to be an 
ektension of the existing quay, end will run from it in a 
straight line for about 60 ^ards ; when, with a graceful sweep, 
enclosing the widest portion ol the scarp, it cuts off the awk- 
ward bight near the Wooden Bridge. 

We now come to the dock-entrance, over which a swing 
bridge will be thrown, so as to continue the passage-way by 
the riverside unbroken, and give it the character of one entire 
quay. The curve is carried past the old custom-house; and 
then another straight line extends to the end of the Low.street, 
at aboot 95 yards* distance from the present frontage. 

The whole length of the quay will be about 700 yards. It 
will run sometimes within, sometimes without, low-water 
mark ; and is, indeed, almost identical ^ith the line laid down 
by Mr. Rennie in 1816. 

The approach from the Wooden Bridise includes a great im- 
provement upon the present street, the intention being to widen 
the foot ol Bedford-street, by pulling down the corner house at 
the Bridge; where (it is almost incredible) the road is leas than 
•even feet wide! And this is the only public carriage-way be- 
tween the high and low town of North Shields ! 

There is, at present, no public quay in the port of Shields 
but that of the Duke of Northumberland, which is only seventy 
yards in length, and almost entirely occupied by ferries and 
MoUerboats. 

The Bill granting powers to erect the proposed quay was 
opposed on the ''standing ordeis" by the Corporation of 
Newcastle, bat passed the Examiner on Monday, Feb. 5. 

Captain Wasbington took his seat, to investigate the merits, 
in the long-room ot the Northumberland Arms Hotel, North 
Shields, yesterday (Feb. 9) torenooo, at ten o'clock. 

The Mayor, Ex-Mayor, and Town Clerk of Newcastle, the 
Chairman of the River Committee, and the Corporation 
Engineer were present; the Town Clerk ot Gateshead ; Messrs. 
T. C. Lietch, W. Liokkill, W. Brown, G. Kewney, George 
Shotton, Solozson Mease, Thomas Barker, and William Rich- 
mond, of North Shields; Messrs. Lambert, Hodgson, &c., 
Blyth; Mr. R. Nicholson, C.E.; and Mr. James Simpson, 

Mr. T. C. Lietch, aolicitor, opened the case of the promoters. 
The sown, he said, possessed many of the elements of prospe- 
ritr. There was water; a noble harbour, though not well 
managed ; many ships ; a large population ; railway communi- 
cation with other places; and no want ot capital or enterprise. 
Yet the mercantile transactions oi the town were by no means 
what they ought to be; and that was on account of the artificial 
rattriotions to which it had been subjected. In 1833, the num- 
ber of vessels was little more than 30O. In 1848, when the 
town obtained customs facilities, the number exceeded 600; 
and tonnage considerably exceeded 100«&00 tons. On the Ist 



ot January, 1847, he had to prepare a menorial showing that 
the duties for the previous year, for what was now the port of 
Shields, amounted to £42,000: on the lA of January, 1848, it 
was found that they had amounted to £47,000, being abont 
one-eighth ot those at Newcastle. On the 5th of Janoary, 1849, 
when the port bad been separated nine months, the dnties 
amounted to £60,000. For the present quarter he had no 
doubt the increase would be such that tbeamovnt for the twelve 
months woiild nearly doable that for the previous year. If the 
improvement was so rapid with the present want of fhoilities, 
the promoters contend that, if such facilities were given, there 
would be a much farther extension. Besides that, many 
traders, trom the waut of accommodation in Shields, were com- 
pelled to warehouse in other outports, or In London, or to par- 
chase goods duty-paid. Thus there was a great check to com- 
mercial transactions. Corn and other commodities were, to a 
great extent, discharged into lighters; and goods for the con- 
sumption of Shields were often conveyed to Newcastle— bonded 
there— and brought back again. That was from want of quay 
and warehouse accommodation. The shore proposed to be 
enclosed by the quay was dirty and ragged, and there was aa 
unsightly bend. The place gave great facilities for thieviDf 
and smuggling. It bad been claimed by the ownert <^ 
adjoining property, as well as by the public. This qnay woold 
also give a new pablic thoroughfare— the principal street by 
the river being now too narrow for any one to pass when a cart 
was coming along. The Town Commissioners highly approved 
of the proposed quay. The proiect would be greatly beneficial 
to the town. At the same time he could show that it would not 
injure the navigation. Mr. Rennie, when he surveyed the 
river in I8I6, recommended that the river should be improved 
by quays and jetties. The present plan followed ont Rcnnie's 
Hue, except that it extended further into the river at one point, 
in consequence of an opinion expressed by the Corporation 
Enitineer that such a deviation would be better tor the river. 
Mr. Rennie had recommended permanent quays both at North 
and South Shields; he recommended that a quay should be 
formed on the line now proposed, with the exception of the de- 
viation mentioned; and he advised the Corporation of Newcas- 
tle to make it at an expense of £34,110. Neither one nor the 
other bad been done. Mr. R. bad been employed by the Cor- 
poration without any expense to Shields. In 1839, the ownen 
ot property proposed to build each their own share of a qnay, 
if the Corporation woold consent; but an objection was made 
that Shields was trying to get a charter ot incorporation which 
would afiect Newcastle, and therefore they had better wait till 
they saw what was done. He was instructed that the quay 
would occasion a current which would greatly scour away the 
** in-sand" from the opposite side. When vessels were moored 
in tier, they had that eflfect. He trusted that the evidenee 
would entitle the promoters to the favourable judgment of the 
Admiralty with respect to their scheme. 

Mr. K. Nicholson, engineer, stated that the greatest point of 
deviation from Rennie's plan was 30 feet. At the recent Low 
Light inquiry, Mr. Brooks had said that to bring the line 30 
feet farther would be better for the river. The promoters were 
ready to adopt either line. There was an unsightly bend, 
which tended to prevent the scour. He had no doubt the quay 
would tend to remove some portion ol the ** middle sand." 
There was now only a quay seventy yards in extent: the pro- 
posed quay would give 680 yards additional. Vessels had now 
to unload by keels and wherries. The water was too low at the 
present landing place. The proposed docks at Jarrow would 
take many vessels ont of the river. The owners of Netberton 
colliery were making arrangements with Mr. Hudson to take 
their produce to Wearmoutb Docks by railway. The cost of 
conveying them by river to Hay bole was as much as taking 
them to the Wear. He believed that by the quay a great 
traffic could be developed, which did not now exist. It would 
also form a thoroughfare. At the narrowest point the width 
would be 35 feet, and at the widest 60. The quay would 
greatly improve the approaches from the town. At present 
there was only a narrow passage from the high part of Shields, 
except at the ends of the town. 

Mr. James Simpson, engineer, stated that he believed the 
quay would improve the navigation by deepening the water on 
the opposite side. He belived that much business would be 
done which was now done elsewhere. He saw no reason why 
one width of vesielt sheold net lie eutslde. The present moor- 
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ingt could be token np aod put down — tbo^Kh it would be 
eipensiTe. Tbej were admirable thingrs. If a qoay were boilt 
here, aod anotber at Sootb Sbieldi, it was hkelj that tbe 
" inaaod** woold be entirely driven away. 

Mr. William Ricbmond said tbat tbe ri? er would tbcB be 
bol a ship canal. 

Mr. Nicholson, in reply to the Town Clerk of Neweastle, 
said that moch of tbe expense now occasioned to tbe Netberton 
Goalowners arose from wayleaves and other land expenses; 
still, tbe state of tbe water at Hayhole was anotber reason. 
The purchase of the old property near the proposed ouay would 
ooit very much money, and it would be best to take it Irom tbe 
river. He bad been refused by tbe Corporation some informa. 
tion which h^ wanted. 

Mr. Brooks expressed an opinion tbat the quay would be too 
far from tbe '< middle f^round" to produce an effect upon it 

Mr. Nicholson resumed:— The quay would uke about three 
acres. Tbe area of the harbour was 342 acres at high water, 
and 166 at low water. The quantity ol tidal water admitted 
into the river was 28 millions of cubic yards, out of wbich 
68;K0 yards would be displaced by tbe quay. For want of 
facilities from tbe Corporation be bad not been able to comply 
with the requirements of the Admiralty. He had been allowed 
to make some copies of plans, but not to tbe extent he wanted. 

Mr. Nicholas Brown, the Collector of Customs, deposed to 
tbe facts respecting the duties stated by Mr. Lietch. Tbe 
vessels entering the Tyne coastwise, in the year ending the 6ih 
of January, 1849^ were 10,343. The greater part of tbe duty 
paid at Shields was on tobacco. A quay would facilitate and 
thereby increase the business^ and would be in favour of tbe 



Mr. Joseph Straker, shipowner, said that this quay would 
tend to the frcneral increase of business and improvement of 
the town. He thought it better to lose a few berths for vessels 
having their bottoms examined, than not have a quay. 

Mr. Richmond expressed his regret that *'he aod other 
blockheads" had asked for the frrant of the quay, many years 
ago, to Messrs. Smithy by which so much of the shore had been 
lost 

Mr. Barker said be thought there was often mischief done bv 
having ships laid on the shores and not well repaired, which, if 
taken into docks, woold not be allowed to go out 

Mr. Solomon Mease said be regarded a quay as of vital im- 

Krtance. He knew tbat parties were prepared to build ware- 
uses. He knew a merchant who would send West Indian 
oargoes, but was prevented now, from want of facilities. 

Mr. Shotton, shipowner, expressed his approbation of tbe 
plan, and his satisfaction with the dues. 

The custom-house having been alluded to, Mr. Richmond 
said be had had nothing to do with it A custom-house was 
but a trap to catch rats:— that was the smuggling merchants, 
of whom there were a great many. CHisses and uproar.) 

Capt Washington said that such remarks must not be made. 

John Hutchinson, a pilot, said that there might be one 
breadth of vessels outside. 

Qeorge Brown, steam-tug master, spoke in favour of the 
plan. 

George Barrow, police superintendent, spoke of tbe facilities 
DOW existing for theft and smuggling. 

Tbe inquiry was adjourned at half-past four. 

RIVER TYNE CONSERVATORSHIP. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GATESHEAD OBSERVER. 
Sir,— Never let it be said that the Corporation of Newcastle 
are unmindful of their duty as Conservators of tbe Tyne. It 
has been observed, over and over again, to their disadvantage, 
that if they had been as desirous of affording dock-accommoda- 
tion to as they have been industrious in exacting dues from 
shipping, they would have stood in a better position than they 
do. Now, Sir, let Captain Washington, when he has the 
Chairman of the River Committee as a witness before him (as 
no doubt he will), ask that gentleman whether the Corporation 
have not, only this very week, decided to purchase (aye ! abso- 
lutely to purchase) Howdon Dock and its adjoining property, 
at an expense of upwards of £ 1 1,000. And let Captain Wash- 
ington inquire the cause of this porohase. Rumour savs (but 
is not Rumour the greatest scandalmonger alive f) that the 
Corporation have only done this to avoid a lawsuit, which the 
owners of tbe dock ba4 determined to oomineDce in oonieqaenoe 



of the river improvementi of tbe Corporation having threatened 
to render tbe dock valueless, by shoaling up its entrance. But 
this tale will most probably turn out to be about as true as the 
rumour (hat was in circulation some time ago, that ihe Corpo- 
ration bad been glad to remove ceriain similar symptoms of 
lawsuits (on the part of coalowners whose shipping>plaoes had 
been also shoaled up) by the payment of very considerable 
sums. These stories, although almost incredible, I am sorry 
to say are so prevalent in the boroughs of Tynemouth and 
South Shields, that whatever Newcastle or Gateshead may 
think, there is no doubt Captain Washington will be requested 
to investigate into their accuracy. Tbe ConBervators,of oporse, 
will be tbe most desirous of all tbat tbe truth or falsehood of 
such accusations should be thoroughly tested. 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

A LisTBNBs TO What is Going. 

North Shields, Feb. 8, 1849. 

P.S.— I enclose my card, in order to entitle my letter to 
admission— as I highly approve of your aversion to anonymous 
correspondents. 



Tbe Saint Simonians. — Goethe requestett me to 
tell him my notion of the Saint Simonians. ** The chief prin- 
ciple of their doctrines/' I replied, "appears to be this— that 
every one shall labour for the happiness of the whole, as a 
nece»«:ary condition of his own happiness.** "I thought,** re- 
joined Goeitae, " that every une should begin at home, and first 
of all work out his own happiness, from which finally tbe 
happiness of the whole would infallibly result. For the rest, 
that doctrine seems to me unpractical and impracticable. It 
contradicts all nature, all experience, and tbe whole course of 
things, for centuries. If every one will but do his duty as an 
individual, and will be but courageous and sufficient in tbe 
sphere of bis immediate calling:, there need be no fear for the 
weal of the whole." — Eckermanh't " Convjrtations with 
Goethe:' 

The Monastery. — From contemplatingr the mere 
debasement of any oi the great families of man, no images can 
be gathered to delif bt tbe fancy, nor any examples to move or 
to invigorate the heart. And doubtless he who seeks for such 
knowledge, may find in the chronicles of the convent a fearful 
disclosure of the depths of sin and lolly into which multitudes 
of our brethren have plunged, under the pretence of more than 
human sanctity. But the same legends will supply some 
better lessons to him who reads books that he may learn to love 
and to benefit his fellow men. They will teach him tbat as in 
Judsea the Temple, so in CbriFtendom tbe Monastery, was the 
ark freighted during the deluge with tbe destinies of the 
Church and of the world; that there our own spiritual and 
intellectual ancestry found shelter amidst tbe tempest; tbat 
there were matured those powers of mind which gradually 
infused harmony and order into the warring elements of the 
European Commonwealth; and tbat there many of the noblest 
ornanents of our common Christianity were trained, to io»tmot, 
to govern, and to bless the nations of tbe Wt^L—Edmbwrgh 
Beview. 

Mr. Hutt*s Grinding BiLL.»On the 1st Feb., a 
letter was addressed to tbe honourable member for Gateshead, 
by one of the bakers of ship-bread in a northern seaport, of 
which the follow iosr is an extract: — 

Toor Bonded Bitouit and Flour Bill having hen iopertedfld by the 
advent ol a Free Trade in Corn, I think the preseot day, tbe first nndar 
tbe new order of thinR*, a filling ReaMn for t«oderin|i to yon mv aineart 
and brarifelt thanks for your eofrgetie aod unilring induiiry In proaa> 
ootiog your measure in Parliament, antil you aaoeeeded in making it 
tbe law of tbe land. I can spemk praetioally of Its great vaiae. It 
proved to me, individually, an aeoeptsble boon ; It gave me trade, and 
enabled me to give work, when oiberwiae I should have been at a atand* 
sllll; and mady others, I buve uo doubt. In my own line of businaas, 
have benefiied in like manner by its wise principle and slasple 
machinery. To the shipowner, aod to the British farmer and miller, II 
has been of no inoonsiderable service ; nor is it tbe least ollta nnlta 
that It has, besides ioereasing, made more regular tbe employment of 
ths bakers of bisouit for shippinfr. 

Mr. Huttsays in reply:— <* I am much f^rati^^ ^7 '^^^^"'fS 
an assurance from one so well qualified \q %\'^^ ^^ ^^'^^ ^J 
exertions in this matter have been, at W » (of *^ ^^<>*^* ^^ ^^ 
practical utility, and lYial \hey havt \>tofc!i A \0t «^* ^**« «>nfi- 
dence and good w'xW o\ \ho»c vrh<>*a s^J^^^^** % \ Vwa iXways 
been most anxious to ^esetve.** ^^t^^r 
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THE ADMIBALTY AND THE TYNE. 

NORTH SHIELDS QUAY BILL. 

Caftaiii Washinoton, R.N^ the Admiralty lospector, 
resnowd on Satarday, February 10, at the Northomberland 
Arms Hotel, North Shields, the isqoiry relating to the North 
Shields Qoay aod ImproTeiDents Bill, the powers of which 
extend to the constmetion off a public quay on the north side 
of the harbour, nearly the whole length of the Low-street, or 
froiD the markeC>plaoe to the oxisttng qoi^ near the Low 
Liprhts. 

The Mayor of Newcastle (Capt J. P. Weatherley), the 
Town Clerk (John Clayton, £sq.), the Chairman of the River 
Committee (Mr. Aid. Armstrong), and the River Engineer (Mr. 
W. A. Brooks) were again in attendance— Messrs. Lietch k. 
Kewney, solicitors, represented the promoters of the bill, and 
were aecompanied by J. T. ^awn, Esq., M.P., Captain Lin- 
sklU, Mr. Joseph Straker, Mr. Thomas Barker, Mr. Solomon 
Mease, Mr. James Simpson, C.E., and other gentlemen. Mr. 
Aid. Biockett and the Town Clerk of Gateshead were present ; 
also Mr. Aid. Losh, Mr. N. Q. Lambert (Sheriff of Newcastle), 
Mr. George Straker, Mr. William Richmond, Mr. Robert Pow, 
Mr. John Diyden, Mr. John Robinson, Mr. George Shotton, 
Mr. Lamb, Sec., Aic., &c. The room was fall, and the lieges in 
the baekground often gave expression to their feelings of appro- 
bation and anger. 

Captain Washinoton read, pro format his warrant for 
inquiring into the merits of the Tyne Conservancy Bill, and 
stated that his intention to commence the inquiry that morning 
bad been advertised in the Newcattle Oourant of the 26th of 
January last, aod the Oaiethead Observer of the 27th, and had 
also been made known by placard in the towns of Newcastle, 
Gateshead, and North and South Shields; but as the investiga- 
tion into the North Shields Quay Bill was not concluded on the 
previous day, he would now adjourn the Conservancy inquiry 
until 2 o'clock, or such other hour as might be convenient at 
the close of the pending examination. 

The Town Clerk of Newcastle rose and said, the Corpora- 
tion of Newcastle, whom he had the honour of representing, 
appeared there, not as opponents of the North Shields Quay 
and Improvements Bill, but as Conservators of the River Tyne, 
to have this proposed intrusion upon its bed rightly dealt with. 
They regarded with no jealousy the rising tradeoff the towns at 
the mouth of the Tyne. It gave them no pain that North aod 
South Shields progressed in prosperity in proportion with the 
district of which they formed a portion; tor the whole district 
must share in the prosperity of its members. It was not dis- 
pleasing to his oonstituents that the Customs of the port of 
Shields were so productive, and that the port oould boast of a 
spirited and enterprising merchant— the tobacconist, he might 
call him, of the district— who had himself paid the grciater part 
off an item amounting to £43,000. One of the witnesses called 
by the promoters had alleged that certain coalowoers off North- 
umberland, moved thereto by the neglect of the Conservators 
to afford proper facilities on the Tyne, proposed to carry their 
Qoals for shipment at Monkwearmooth. Thii, however, was an 
inoorreot representation of the facts. The real obstacle was 
the want of a passage over the land, and he had no doubt the 
eoals would find their way to the Tyne at last. He should as 
soon expeet to see them shipped in the moon as at Monkwear- 
mooth. f Laughter.) Several other charges, the offipnng of 
uofoandea preiudioe, had been made against the Corporation of 
Newcastle. The 6rst of these charges was, that a license had 
been granted to Messrs. Smith, in 1822, to erect a ballast-quay 
at Shields. He would put in a document showing that it they 
had erred in this matter, they had erred with high authority, 
and from an anxiety to promote the ioteresis of the town. He 
found, from the document alluded to, that the request was 
granted at the request of Mr. Lin^kill, the father of the leader 
of the present movement, and a number of the most intelligent 
shipowoers of that day. So this could be no great crime in the 
Corporation. The next charge had relation to a grant made to 
the same parties, in recent times, of leave to make a dock at 
Shields. But what weie the facts f A dock was wanted on 
the Tyne for the accommodation of war-steamers and other 
laine vessels ; Messrs. Smith were wishful to construct this 
dock; and the Corporotion off Newcastle, in granting a license 
for its oDDstrnetion, had regard to the interests of Shields and 



the Tyne, and alio of the nation. Tbeie two obarget inpated 
to the Conservators sins of commission: their third sin was due 
of omission. It was oharged upon them that theiy had declined 
to grant permission, in 1888-39, for the erection of aaoay «t 
North Shields similar to the one now projeoted* Oo the 12Ui 
of September, 1838, a peUtioo was preaM»ted from4he North 
Shields Commissioners, aimed by Mr. Tinley, and also A 
memorial from the owners of riverside property* praying that 
leave might be granted to eieet a quay, In the hprlng off 1839, 
a counter-petition waa presented, numerously signed by ship- 
owners, master-mariners, tradesmen, ^cc., off Shields. They 
^presented that the shore answered the purposes of a graviog 
dock ; that the harbour needed widening and enlarging, rathar 
than contracting; and that if the qoay were constmct^ they 
would be exposed to great ioconveoienoe and loss. ("Hear, 
hear," from Mr. Richmond.) What did the Conaervators dot 
They referced the whole matter to the River Committee. The 
Committee made an inspection of the site, and reeetved depu- 
Utions from the promoters and opponeou of the profeet. Thej 
then made their report, recommending that leave be given to 
eoostroct the quay, but on a line within the one laid down by 
the projectors. Was this an evidence of a disposition to thwart 
the wishes of the people of Shields t 

Mr. LiBTCH tendered a report of the meeting at which the 
recommendation of the Committee was laid before the Council, 
to show that it was not confirmed. The report was from the 
Tyne PUoL (Mr. Richmond : •« Very bad authority."— Uugh- 
ter.) He would guarantee the fidelity of the report 

The Town Clbek nad the report. The matter, it seemed, 
was left by the Council to stand over. Mr. George Rtppon 
(said Mr. Clayton), an owner of riverside property, withdrew his 
sanction from the quay ; it could only be carried out, withont 
an act off parliament, by consent of the owners of property ; and 
nothinc more was heard from the promoters on the subject. 
Mr. Lietoh had alluded, in his opening fUtement, to the 
right of the Corporation to the soil of the Tyne. On- 
ginally the Corporation had a clear documentary Utle 
tp the soil as holding in fee-ffarm rent nnder the Crown. 
If. by the practice of eenturies, that title had beoosM 
affected, it was only by the liberal and generous spirit in 
which the right had been used :— nsed, not to put mon^ into 
the pockets off the Conservators, but for the accommodation 
and benefit of the public He now came to the real question 
before them; and, dismissing all matter of feeling, would 
simply discuss how far the proposed quay was desirable as 
giving facilities off trade and oommeroe to North Shields. The 
principal aod only point was the extent to which it should be 
brought out " Rennie's line" had been relied upon. Rennie 
was undoubtedly a great authority; but, since his day, the 
Bcienee of engineering bad made great advances. His opinions, 
too, had been expressed not without distrust He said the Tyne 
was a difficult stream to deal with, and his lines off improvement 
were suggested with diffidence. Many practical men thought 
that in laying them down he had not sufficiently considered 
the purposes for which the Tyne was used— that it. was a doek 
as well as a navigable channel. ("* Hear, hear," from Mr. 
Richmond.) The Conservators were anxious to have the best 
advice for their guidance, aod had called for that of Mr. Ren- 
dell, requesting him to lay down a line which, in his judgment, 
would be the best for the interests of the river ; for the intereste 
of the rivelr, and of the owners of property on ito banks, must 
always be taken into consideration. The line approved by Mr. 
Rendell agreed with the one suggested yesterday (Friday) by 
that intelligent witness, Mr. Shotton, and in part, also^ with the 
views off that jealous guardian of the interests of the river, Mr. 
Richmond. (Laughter and hisses, and a remark Crom Mr. 
Richmond of << How moeh I value your hisses P) 

Capt WA8BINOTON expressed a hope that the audience 
would indulge in no further expressions of feeling. He wished 
that not only Shields, but every seaport-town in the kingdom, 
had a hundred Mr. Richmonds— men who thought of their 
country, as well as of the towns in which they lived. The 
.public should regard Mr. Richmond as a friend. 

Mr. Gborob Steakbe : Heatcn save us from onr fncnds, 
then. (Laughter.) , ^ 

Mr. RicHMOMD said, it was immaterial to him whether the 
spectators hissed or applauded. He knew that the genlknen 
around him— many of whom, however jnueh he and they itere 
opposed to eaeh other oo public questional were among lus best 
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friends— took bo part in hiutng him: None of the retpeetnble 
inhnbitants of the boroDgh hissed him. 

The TowH CissK lesnoed. The modified line involved 
the removal of some few houses, and he thought it would be 
well to get rid of these unsightly buildings from the ^oaj. 
Under the bill there would be power to talce them at their pre- 
sent value; bat when the quay was made they eould only be 
obtained at an increased value. Then, again, the erections at 
the Low Lights would have to be removed, and the whole quay 
thrown back in a line with Cliflbrd's Fort, which would accord 
with the modified plan of the present project. He would now 
call two or three witnesses in support of the view taken by the 
Conservators, and then leave the matter in the hands of Cap- 
tain Washington. 

Mr. John Bell, formerly a mariner and shipowner, and late 
harboui^master of the Tyoe, being sworn, deposed that he was 
a member of the Trinity House of Newcastle. The shore of 
the harbour of North Shields was much used. It would be 
very inconvenient to shipping if it were built up. The Tyoe 
was the best harbour so near the sea in all England. It was 
often too limited (or the trade of the port, which was annually 
increasing. Other ports would be glad to have such a harbour. 
From the 1st of October, 1837, to the 1st of October, 1838, 776 
seagoing ships were laid on the shore. He had kept an account 
because there was at that time a project for erecting a quay at 
this part of the harbour. The inside passage, between the 
moonngs and the shore, was much used by small craft. Sea- 
going vessels, lying in deep water, would be in danger, if they 
had no shore to run to in emergencies.— By Capt. Washington : 
The moorings weie not laid down when the 776 vessels used 
the shore in one year.— By Mr. Dryden : Vessels did not use 
the shore so much as they did.— By Mr. Joseph Straker : Ships 
were not so liable to prick upon anchors, and to be under the 
necessity of running to the shore, since the moorings were laid 
down.— By Mr. Richmond : Remembered the Begului lying in 
Pcicgy's Hole about sixty years aga She could not lie there now. 

The ^ancient mariner," having answered other questions, 
retired amidst a shower of compliments from all sides; and Mr. 
George Straker, under whose fisg he had sailed in his youth, 
told a sailor's ^ yarn** of which Mr. Bell was the hero, and 
which redounded to his honour. 

Mr. William Wake, the present harbour-master, and for- 
merly a mariner, stated that the moorings and dolphins had 
been laid down since his appointment, about two years ago. 
The shore was used for overhauling ships' bottoms— not much 
for laying them up. He thought it desirable to retain this 
shore, and also to preserve the inner passage, which should be 
from 50 to 60 feet wide. The proposed quay came too far out. 
He thought a line of quay might be laid down that would not 
be iniurious to shipping on the river. [Mr. Wake gave the 
soundings at the dolphins and the mooring buoys, which Capt. 
Washington said were very satisfactory, and had been carefully 
made.]— By Mr. Lietch : Mooring posts and rings might be 
used, or the dolphins carried farther out, if the proposed quay 
were built A vessel could not be towed to the shore between 
the tiers at the buoys : she mast go to the Low Lights.— By 
Capt. Washington: The moorings were the greatest benefit 
that had ever been conferred upon the harbour. The traflSc of 
the river had increased so Kreatly that it could hardly answer 
the furposes of a dock. [Capt. Washington : I am glad to 
hear it.] 

Mr. Gbosob Straker suggested that an open space of two 
or three hundred yards might be left, about midway in the 
line of quay, for the convenience of shipping, and also impressed 
upon the promoters of the bill the importance of having frequent 
landing-places, for the convenience of the public and the safety 
of persons who might fall into the river. 

Mr. Joseph Straker instituted a comparison between the 
conduct of the Corporation in reference to Messrs. Smith's quay 
and the quays projected bv the public 

Mr. Clattoh eaplained, first, as to the imputation that no 
right of road was reserved to the public on Messrs. Smith's 
quay, that the public had the same right now which they 
enjoyed before. The Corporation could not alienate a public right 
of road, and it would have been superfluous m them to reserve it. 
As to mooring posts they had expressly stipulated that all vessels 
should be allowed to moor at the quay on payment of a shilling, 
and that the harbour-master should have power to enforce this 
regnlation. 



Mr. Georor Strakbr laid he was glad to reeefve this 
Information. 

Mr. W. A. Brooks was examined. His experience as a 
river-engineer extended over a period of five and twenty years. 
Before his appointOMnt in 1842 as engineer of the Tyne he had 
the management of the Tees. He had considered well the 
question of a line of quay at North Shields, if a quay were 
necessary. [Mr. B. entered into the particulars of his line. 
They may be summed up thus :— That he would uke the line 
of the promoters at the west end until he came to within a bun- 
dred feet of the entranoe to Young's dock, and set the remain, 
der more or less back. The result would be a quay varying in 
width from 33 to 20 feet, but which, by the removal of some 
little house-property, might readily be made from 33 to 40 feet 
wide.] One main object of the deviation was the retention of 
a passage for small craft, up and down, within the dolphins. 
The harbonr was much more crowded with shipping now than 
before, on account of the fiacilitles afibrded by moorings. His 
line of quay was within Rennie's. Ronnie did not go on the 
true engineering principle for the most eflectoal removal of the 
sands. His (Mr. B.'s) une was in his opinion a better one. It 
gave greater facilities for the admission and discharge of tidal 
water. It had referenoe to an ultimate plan of piers, docks, 
and other works, at the month of the river. He hoped there 
was a prospect of this plan being carried out His plans were 
prepared before the proposed ouay was projected, with a view 
to their being laid before Mr. Rendell and Mr. Stephenson. 

Mr. Brooks underwent a long and sharp cross-examination 
at the hands of the promoters of the bill and their engineers. 
He was reminded that Rennie's line was laid down on the gene- 
ral plan of the river which he had prepared some years ago; 
but replied that his suggestions of that date related to the 
higher parts of the river, and, having then given less attention 
to the harbour, he had adopted Rennie's line. 

He was nest twitted with having, in IfMS, made a plan of a 
solid breastwork at the Low LighU, coming mnch farther out 
than Rennie's quay. His answer was, that in assenting to the 
erection of that proposed breastwork he had expressly declared 
that he would rather it was not built, on the ground of iu in- 
terference with his plans of general improvement for the har- 
bour; and Capt Washington, turning to Mr. Nicholson, told 
him, jocosely, he was a most ungrateful man, his own solicita- 
tions having prevailed upon Mr. Brooks to concede the Low 
Lights breakwater. 

Mr. Brooks was. not prepared to state the probable cost of 
carrying out his plans of improvement at the entranoe of the 
harbour. He admitted that if docks were made at Jarrow there 
would be less need of docks at the entrance, but said that the 
piers, without docks, would effect the objects which he contem- 
plated. 

Mr. Clatton sUted that he regretted his inability to call 
Mr. Rendell as a witness ; that gentleman was unable to attend 
the present inquiry ; his report, however, would be communi- 
cated to Capt Washington. The Town Clerk proceeded to 
take obiections to some of the deUils of the bill ; to the control 
proposed to be given over the river to the distance of a hundred 
yards from the quay, thus creating an tmj^erttim m tmperto, 
which would hardly work very well ; and to danscs relating to 
dues. The bill, altogether, was of a rather romantic character. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Lietch : It would turn out, he suspeeted, to be a 
romance of real life. (Laughter.) But all these matters of 
detail could be settled in committee. 

Mr. Richmond requested permission to say a few words. 
There were two parties in this inquiry. The people of 
England — the owners of the Tyne — were one party ; and. on 
behalf of this party he put in a caveat against the proposal to 
take a sweeping slice out of the river for the benefit of the 
second party, the owners of the tumbledown, cholera. generating 
property by the waterside— property which the promoters of 
this bill were anxious should still continue to stand. He 
respected the owners of this property, but he respected the 
haven still more. It possessed all the advantages of a dock, 
without any of the expense. Too small as it was for the 
increasi ng trade of the port, it was proposed to Ic**^^ ^t* ' * ^^ 
project were carried into execuiion, the most i0ip<>f^°^ P*^ ^^ 
the harbour— the moutJi— wou\d b« tWw ^a, Mready too 
many encroachments Vk%j\ been UAct%\;^ \^ «cixt a«o, the 
noble and powerful lioui^ol ^«f«7 »*i^V^ vJil* *^^Cof. 
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yontioD of NewcasUe, with that fatal facility of aceommodatioD 
by which they were characterized, suffered Whitehill Point to 
be carried oot to the extent of 75 paces, that coals might be 
shipped in deep water. The rapidity of the ebb was accelerated, 
and water was thrown over to Sooth ^Shields, bene6tinf( that 
town at the expeote of North Shields.' The Dotwick Sand was 
sent down considerably by the change, and the scouring power 
upon it was wasted. Formerly ships were moored in the 
harbour ita a form which was called *< The Girt" And a very 
good plan it was ; for our ancestors wehefnot all fools, nor were 
their descendants all wise men. (Laughter.) But the 
Corporation sent Shields a harbonr-master ; there was none 
before; the ''Qirt" was set aside as old-fashioned; and this, 
and the extension of Whitehill Point, had done great mischief 
to the haven. It was his opinion that at the lower part of it 
there was six feet less water than formerly. He knew that 
where there was once 24 there was now only 14 — which was 
▼ery much owing to the readiness with which the erection of 
staiths had been allowed ; and be was very much afraid that 
this new quay was to be converted into coal.staitbs. The 
Netherton ooalowners had tried to filch from the public the Low 
Light shore. And for whatf To increase the trade of the 
Tynef Not at all. It was only that coals might he. worked 
which would not be wanted for two hundred years. (Laughter.) 
They would only displace the coals of other collieries;, and 
might just as well be kept lying in the ground until they were 
wantedL It was this that grieved him — the prospect that 
North Shields was about to be converted into a coal staitb. 
Happily for South Shields, the Stanhope drops, which had long 
been a nuisance, and never did the town any good, were about 
to be removed ; and he was only sorrjr that the nuisance was 
likely to be transferred to the north side of the harbour. He 
would say no more. His objections to the proposed quay were 
just these— that it was an encroachment on the river, and 
would too probably be used as a coal-staitb. 

Mr. Ralph Hart said it was neither Whitehill Point nor 
the removal of the Girt that injured the harbour. The Girt, 
at the time it was done away with, was generally disapproved. 
Why the harbour had silted up opposite where they were now 
assembled, was because ships no longer lay there, after the New 
Quay was built. What was wanted was improvement at the 
mouth. It a pier were erected, as at Yarmouth, Newhaven, 
and many of the ports of France, the sand would be carried 
out, and it could not get in again. They should turn it out 
aad keep it out. 

Mr. Drtdbh said, in reply to Mr. Richmond, that a very 
smaU portion of the promoters of the bill bad any interest in 
the riverside property. But Mr. Richmond objected to every 
improvement He opposed that greatest of all improvements, 
the moorings. 

Mr. Richmond : No ! not the moorings : the river bullies— 
the police. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Drtdbn : To talk of the Girt, nowadays, was absurd. 
If the trade of the Tyne were only half wbai it now was, it 
could not be carried on with the Girt He knew nothing of 
any intention to make use of the quay for staiths, but should 
be glad to hear of a dozen new staiths being erected in North 
Snidds. The port must go on, in common with the Wear, the 
Tees, and other neighbours, or it most go back. He quite dif- 
fered with Mr. Richmond as to the Stanhope drops : they had 
been of great value to the town of Shields. 

Mr. RoBSRT Pow said he was an owner of waterside pro- 
porty ; but, so far as his business was concerned, he would 
rather that the shore remained as it was. He believed, bow- 
ever, that the quay would be a general benefit, and bis own 
individual intereats should not stand in the way of its erection. 

A conversation arose on the subject of an assertion made by 
Mr. Richmond that the project was got up at a hole-and-corner 
meeting of the owners of riverside property; but Mr. Libtch 
interposed, observing that Capt Washington could need no 
evidence to prove that public feeling was in favour of the quay; 
aad the oonversation dropped. 

No other person having any evidence to give or observations 
to make, Capt Washington said he wished to state, before 
ealltng npon Mr. Lietch to reply, that he had been that morn- 
ing on the bar, accompanied by some of the most experienced 
toA skilful soundera in Her Majesty's service, and they had 
found it in exactly the same condition as Rcnnie bad reported 
. it to be in six and thirty years ago. That question, therefore. 



was set at rest, and in a manner that most be latisfaetory to 
every one interested in the welfare of the Tyne. 

Mr. Libtch : It would have been still more satisfaetory if 
you could have reported that its condition was better. 

Capt Washington: Yes! but the imputation has always 
been that it was worse. 

Mr. Libtch rose to reply to the ease of the Conservators. 
He was glad that the CorjMration of Newcastle no longer en« 
tertained any unworthy jealousy of the rising prosperity of 
Shields. Nothing could benefit Shields or the district but 
Newcastle must reap the largest share of the advantage; and 
it was gratifying to him to learn, as he had done that day from 
his friend the Town Clerk, that such was now the conviction 
of the Conservators of the Tyne, and that they had no objection 
to the construction of the proposed quay at North Shields on a 
modified plan. This was the first intimation which the pro- 
rooters of the bill had received of their friendly disposition 
towards the project No later than last week they opposed the 
bill on the standing orders; and had their opposition been sno- 
oessfnl the quay could not have been erected. (Mr. Clayton : 
You must bear in mind the other features of the bill.) Those 
features were matters of detail which might have been altered 
in committee. However, the opposition which had been expe- 
rienced from the Corporation of NewcasUe, he was glad to 
acknowledge, had been conducted with courtesy, and was quite 
within the limits of what the promoters of the bill might rea- 
sonably expect That opposition was now abandoned. The 
quay, which Rennie recommended in vain thirty years ago^ 
and which, more recently, was silently set aside by the Council, 
was at length to be conceded. Rennie, who surveyed the river, 
not at the instance of the people of Shields, but by the desire 
and at the expense of the Corporation of Newcastle, presented 
a report recommending various works to be done for the protec- 
tion of the river and the improvement of the navigation. His 
recommendations as to Shields were never carried out, but 
Newcastle was more fortunate. The shore there was endosed, 
but to this hour it was unenclosed at Shields. The shore at 
Shields was too valuable to be enclosed ! So they had been 
assured. He was much gratified that the Conservators were so 
careful of this shore. In 1845, private parties were allowed to 
take a portion of the shore from the public. But in 1839, when 
another portion was asked for, by the Commissioners of North 
Shields, and greater facilities were offered for the accommoda- 
tion of the public, they were unable to obtain a grant He 
thought he might take it to be admitted, now. that a public 
quay would be an advantage to the town. The shore to be 
enclosed was very convenient for smuggling and theft, and, in 
its present ragged condition, dangerous to shipping. The 
erection of a quay, serving as a public thoroughfare, would 
conduce to the health and prosperity of the inhabitants, and 
prove a great relief to a narrow and overcrowded street It 
was contended that ground would be lost on which ships* bot- 
toms were now examined; that the inner passage would be 
impaired; and that the dolphins must be removed. It was 
strange that this jealousy of encroachment on the shore should 
come from the Corporation of Newcastle; while the owners of 
so much shipping property, whom he represented on this ooca- 
sion, were anxious that the proposed quay should be bniltl 
The shipowners, with the exception of Mr. Richmond, who was 
" the legitimate Opposition" of the port (laughter), were willing 
to lose the shore for the sake of a quay :«wby should the Con- 
servators be more anxious for its preservation! They had the 
evidence of Mr. Straker and Mr. Shotton that the shore was 
gradually falling into disfavour as a place for the examination 
of ships' bottoms; that, for such a purpose, it was a doubtful 
benefit to shipowners ; and that the sooner it was abandoned 
the better. It had been said that a vessel could be run on shore 
when in a sinking state. But one of the Town Clerk's witnesses 
had admitted that a vessel could not now, since the moorings 
had been laid down, be run between the tiers, but must be mn 
upon the Low Light shore. As to the interference with a single 
line of ships, compensation would be given by the accommoda- 
tion of a line of ships alongside the quay; and it was also in 
evidence that one or even two lines might be added outside the 
tiers, with the further advantage of tending to clear away the 
M iddle Sand. With regard to the inner passage, it was idle and 
absurd, for the sake of a few miserable small craft, to urge such 
an objection against the execution of a great public work. 
And, besides, the owners of these small vessels were as silent 
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abobt th^ iniier pMMge u the shipomien about the thore : the 
eomplaint came, not from them, bot from the Corporation of 
Neweastle. He might also observe, that it was chiefly becanse 
there was do quay that the small craft was required. Then at 
to the dolphins. Mr. Waiie had explained that if the qoay 
were made the vessels might be moored to the qoay and the 
flolphina dispensed with, which would five more rooln In the 
ehskunel. The line of qaay laid down by the promoters of the 
bill was objected to bv the Corporation. He woald only say 
that they had taken Rennie's line, having reason to believe that 
that would prove acceptable to the Conservators. Since it was 
not so, they would gladly fall back ; but they would not consent 
to be governed by the shifting views of Mr. Brooks-^views as 
shifting and uncertain as the sands by which the river was 
disBgured. To Captain Washington they oheerlolly and con- 
fidently left it to decide between themsel? es and the Corporation. 
Captain WASHiiiaTOH said, the case on both sides was now 
conclude, and shoold have his careful consideration. Mr. 
Lietch had made a very temperate reply; and on the part of 
the Corporation of Newcastle a conciliatory disposition had 
been evinced. Whate? er line might be laid down lor the onay, 
be trusted that the desires of its promoters might be fulfilled, 
and that their most sanguine expectations of advantage would 
be realized. (Applause.) 

After a short interval, devoted with a good appetite (for seven 
or eight houra had now elapsed from breakfast time) to the 
conservation of the body, the gentlemen gave their minds to 
the consideration of 

THE TYNE CONSERVANCY BILL. 
Mr. LuTCH stated the case of the promoters. The matter 
to which he bad now to call the attention of the Admiralty 
Inspector was, he might sav, of national importance. It was 
no question of simple local interesL The case which he had 
to submit was that of every dweller on the banks ol the Tyne, 
and of every man who lived by the river, against the streets, 
lanes, and scavenging of NeweastlCi In olden times Neweastle 
was the only town of importance in the district, and the conser- 
vancy of the navigable channel fell naturally into the hands of 
its inhabitants. Gradually, however, two great towns bad 
iprung up at the mouth of the river, depriving the more ancient 
borough of iu exclusive importance, and exciting its jealousy. 
That jealousy, they were bow authoritatively assured, had 
passed away; the feeling was now gone by for ever; and he 
would therefore forbear from dwelling on so unpleasing a topic. 
It was the object of the promoters of this bill to remove one 
powerful eaase of ill-feeling— to establish a system under which 
the river should be taxed only for river purposes, instead of the 
commerce of a whole district being made contributory to the 
aggrandizement of one particular community. It might be 
tolerable enough, however unwise, when Newcastle stood alone, 
and was solely and exclusively interested in the trade of the 
Tyne, that, for her own enrichment, she should tax the cus- 
tomers who came to her doors ; bot now there was cot only one, 
there were many communities congregated along the shores of 
the Tyne, and what was only impolitic in a former age, had 
come, by lapse of time and change of circumstances, to be also 
unjust and oppressive; impolitic, as regarded Newcastle her- 
seff-^unjust and oppressive to her neighbours. Heavy dues 
were levied on commerce and shipping; coal and ballast does, 
which were the principal ; and quay and town and other dues. 
In the year 1833 a public inquiry was made, by Commissioners 
of the Crown, into the conduct and condition of the Corporation 
of Newcastle. Mr. Clayton was one of the witnesses examined ; 
and facts then came out which must have directed attention to 
the frail and insecure tenure by which tbat body held a large 
portion of its revenues; and he was only surprised that no step 
was taken to shake off this portion of the load. The Municipal 
Corporations Bill was subsequently passed ; some little time 
was occupied in placing the affain of the borough in better 
order; and then an application was made to parliament for 
powera to improve the town. The bill seemed from its title to 
apply only to Newcastle; and yet it contained clauses couvert- 
ing the alleged prescriptive right to toils and dues into a clear 
parliamentary title, with powers to raise money by mortgage 
of the corporate imposts. North and Sooth Shields were then 
represented in parliament; but neither the representatives ol 
those boroughs, nor any of ttieir constituents, dreamt that this 
Town Improvement Bill was a bill to regulate and control the 
B of the Tyne; and it quietly passed into a law. In 



1841, another Newcastle Improvument Bill was introduoed, 
granting powers to raise money by mortgage of the does, 
and reached its third reading in the Commons without suspi- 
cion, until Sir Charles Grey, who then represented the boiuugh 
of Tynemouth, called attention to it. A meeting was held, and 
a deputation sent to London ; but the bill had made too great 

Srogress ; it was opposed in the Lords without soocess|; and 
Fr. Labouchere said the only remedy was for Shields to intro- 
duce a bill of her own jiext year. This suggestion was not 
acted upon [but the present movement took its origin from 
that time. The extravagant and oppressive does levied by the 
Corporation of Newcastle, and the shameful neglect of the 
river, had long been talked of; It was felt that the Conferva- 
tors of the Tyne should not consist solely of burgesses of New. 
castle; and a determination was furmed to substitute an open 
Commission. He had before him the accounu of the Corpo. 
ration from 1809 to the present time, with the exception of those 
ol 1816, 1817, and 1844, which he had not been able to procure; 
and he found that, in that period of time, exclusive of the three 
years specified, from five to six hundred thousand pounds had 
been misappropriated, the proceeds of tolls prejudicial to the 
interests of shipping, and fraught with peril to life and pro- 
perty. The river, meanwhile, to which its Conservaton were 
indebted lor their revenues, was left in an unimproved eondi- 
tioD, those revenues having been directed to other than pur- 
poses of conservancy. And this was done in the face of advice 
to the contrary, given, on tbeir own invitation, by the highest 
prolesslonal authority. One of their sins of omission had beca 
investigated and discussed that day. Their sins of commiseion, 
to whicb he would further direct Captain Washington's atten- 
tion, were by no means venial or unimportant. In the year 
ending the 31st of August, 1848, 

The fMrlpts of tb« Cori>ora(ton> rrom 0oal, haitenr, 
and tellut da««, amooDtH to *...m..J97.9Q7 7 5 

And the sua expended on Uw river was only M...«.. 10,824 9 5 

Leaving a eorplaertvenne of.... »• £l7,17S 16 Q 

Which sum was misapplied to the local uses of the town of 
Newcastle. In the same twelve months the Corporation ra- 
oeived-— 
Fines, lie., applfeeble to the oonnt j rate •••.••..•••• £n 9 16 

Wsteh rste for the bonwfih ....•« 3.773 19 3 

Lighting rate for the beroogh .« I,9es 7 

Paving and watering nie for the boroogh M 1,M8 9 e 

Making s total of £7,341 4 9 

And they expended— 
In paymenu formerly made oat of the 

eoaotyrate .«.••. «....£4,flS9 18 3 

On watehing the borooRh 6,8M 8 11 

On lighting the boro«igh....M...«..^.. 9,017 IS 8 

On paving and watering M 3,003 

On •tieete, roade, and lanei, (making, re- 
pairing, and eoavenglng) ...7,018 6 

— 94.088 7 4 

Sarplns of expendllare over rate £17,147 9 7 

Thus, on lighting, watching, paving, and watering, the Corpo- 
ration of Newcastle annually expended %bout £6,000 more than 
was collected in rates from the inhabitants; and no rate at all 
was collected, to set against the sum of £7,000 laid out on the 
making, repairing, and sea ven ring of the streets. There was 
also a disburiement of <* £4,829 18s. 8d. for paymenU formerly 
made out of the county rate." Newcastle had the good fortune 
to be a county of herself, and to pay no county-rate. Enjoying 
all the advanuges of a county, she had the further privilege of 
enioying them gratis. The position of North Shields, unhap- 
pily, was just the reverse : she was not a county, but she paid 
a county.rate. (Laughter.) Newcastle had justice brought 
home to her own doors. Theie was a resident bench of magis- 
trates; and the inhabltanu, when called upon to sit on grand 
or petty juries, had only to walk as far as the Guildhall to dis- 
charge their duties ; while the people of Shields, at the same 
time that tbey were taxed for the exemptions of Newcastle, and 
were burthened by a couoty.rate, bad to go from home in quest 
of justice, and to travel many miles to aasisses and quarter ses- 
sions. What the promoters of the present bill demanded was 
simply that every back should bear Us owii b^v^cn; that New. 
oastle and Shields should meet their \oea\ •^tKCUciesfromtbdr 
own resoorees; and ihulthe commerce of Xe Tyue, if it must 
be taxed at all, shonld V laieA *tt\%\^ W ,f ^ Ao* «»^»eTvaucy 
ol the river, and mot l%t ^«»«^^'^*^^*\ ^^* 
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SQBlty en itt iboret. Mr. Lleteh tUted the itroft soat 
i«oei«red inm th«'Hver, aod expeoM on its eoDienrsDcj, 
dnrioff the last forty yesn, and detailed the recommendatioiii 
of Rennle, diitSfif oisbiDg thoee whieh had been obeyed from 
thoie whIeh had been disregarded: The principal portion of 
the flvms eipended on the Tyne had been laid oot in the neigh- 
honrheod of Neiveastle and near the property of the Corporation 
lower down the river. Preeboldi wem filched from the bed of 
the l>ne, in eflbeting «o.ealled improvementi :— not by the 
erection of jettiet, as reeommended hy Rennie, bat of solid and 
permanent stroetures. No money was expended at Shields ; 
althongh, snrely, the entraoee and harboar »ere as worthy of 
eonservation and improvement as the higher parts of the river. 
Oppressive ballast-dues wefe levied open shipping, driving 
shipowners and keelmen to eveiy kind of evasionrti* tbe iojary 
of the channel and the risk of property and life. Ballast was 
commonly oast at sea. Not more than, one ship in three 
bronght her ballast into the harbour; and of that which came 
In, thonsands of tons were annually thrown into tbe river I He 
wonkl prove that vessels, and even men's lives, were sacrificed 
hy this practice of casting hallast outside the bar. He would 
show, by the evidence of Trinity Houw pilots, that the navi- 
gable channel had in some parts become worse ; that ether 
parts had andergone no improvement; ^ that," in the words of 
the Second Report of the Tidal Harbour Commissioners, pre- 
sented in 1846, ^ the improvements proposed by Mr. Rennie, 
thirty years since, had, with tbe exception of a quay at New- 
castle, been left unexecuted ; thst tbe width of tbe river re- 
mained extremely irregular, in some places tbe channel being 
only 60 yards wide; that sharp anxles increased tbe difficulty 
of navigation; that upwards of 80 acres of sandbank, dry at 
low water, still disfigured ibe bed of the stream; that New. 
castle bridge, with its nine narrow arches, heavy piers, and 
additional surlings, acted almost as a mill-dam ; that a loss of 
five feet range of tide, in the dtstance of about twice as many 
mile«, took place between Tyne bar and Newcastle quay ; that 
coal staiths were projected irregularly into the stream ; and 
that no dock accommodation bad been provided, while Shields 
harbour, tbe daily resort of hundreds of colliers, was so incon- 
veniently crowded that damage frequently occurred." He 
would prove that there was oot three feet^oot more than two 
feet four inches of water^in some portions of the best channel 
of the Tyne, at what the pilots called a clean spring ebb. And 
this, too, in a river from which, during a lonr succession of 
years last past, iu Conservators had drawn £20,000 per annum 
beyond the sum which they had expended upon its waters. If 
hesbowed these things to be true; that the Corporation pro- 
perty was improved at the expense of the river; that heavy 
and exces«ive does were exacted, to the Injury of trade and the 
peril of life and property; that the people of North Shields, 
who contributed a large proportion of the revenues, had no 
control over their disbursement; and that tbey were conse- 
quently ex oended lor tbe private advantage of Newcastle; if 
be esUblisheii these positions, he confidentiv relied that jodg- 
ment «ould be given in favour of the Tyne Coiiservancy Bill. 
Mr. GsOBOS BaowH (examined by Mr. Kewney) deposed 
that he had been employed in steam-navigation on the Tvne 
for a period of thirty years. He was oonstantiv employed in 
a steam-tog between Newcastle and tbe bar, and over it. The 
river was in no better condition in his time: he thought it was 
wor>e in places. It had got worse lately. Jetties were built 
on both sides ol tbe river. Groynes were made at WiUinvton 
and other paru. Ballast was thrown within them,great quantities 
of which were wa»hed . out into the ehannel. There was nothing 
to prevent it. He could see by the colour of the water that 
much of tbe ballast was washed out. The depth of water at 
Jarrow wan two or three feet less than formerly. When tbey 
got over Hebborn shoal, in coming down, they used to think 
ihey were sale; but they were now liable to get aground at 
Jarrow. Hebburn remained in the same state as when he first 
knew it. At ordinary spring tidck there was 14 feet over 
Hebbnm, aod at neaps 11. If tbey telt the ship trail on 
Hebbarn shoal with a falling tide, they were in danger of 
gnmnding at Jarrow. He blamed the groynes and jetties for 
eansingthis new shoal at Jarrow. A good deal of ballast blew 
off the heaps into the river. When Ijing under Smith's heap 
tbe dust had been fit to fill his eyes up, and it lay inches 
thick 00 deck. He had seen vessels lie off Hartley and Seghill 
ipontt to 14 feet water : there was not, now, more than Sf. 



Great numbers of vessels east their ballast at sea. Tbe owners 
complained of the enormous ballast -does, and said the ballast 
must be cast outside tbe bar. He had often towed vessels 
beyond the boundary- line, to cast their ballast There used to 
be two buoys laid down, within which no ballast must be 
thrown ; but they were washed away. Vessels would some, 
times come in when tbe weather was bad, and be towed oot 
again when it was quiet, to cast their ballast. It was a very 
unsafe practice. [By the Town Clerk: It was done at 
Sunderland and other ports.] He bad known ships lost hy 
casting their ballast. There was the Active, five or six years 
ago. He oflfered to tow her in for I2i. The master said it was 
a fine night: he would cast his ballut, and come in next 
morning. Next day he was no more. A gale sprung up ; the 
ship was lost on Soutcr Point; and all hands perished. Many 
other vessels were lost in tbe same way. The B$ther stranded 
on Souter Point; the Attaniic bad to cut away her topmasts, 
and run ofF to sea; the ilf on/real and the David Owenmert 
lost. Tbe Mary cast her ballast tbe other day, and was caught 
in a gale. Two steam. tugs, which tried to bring her in, were 
obliged to oast her off; she cut away her masts, and drove to 
sea; and he believed she afterwards took refuge at Hartlepool. 
He had seen ship« casting their ballast at Ma thousands of 
times. He should say that two-thirds of the vessels that 
entered the port cast their ballast belore tbey came in. He 
knew nothing of vessels casting their ballast in the river. 
Vessels o( the same size as lormerly went up to Newcastle could 
not go up now, if it were not for steam-togs. Tbe river was 
so much narrower tbey could not tack. His opinion was that 
Mr. Brooks intended all ships to be towed up. He was a good 
friend to steam-boaU, Mr. Brooks. (Laughter.) He thought 
Hayhole was worse than it was. — By the Town Clerk : Tyne 
Main Shoal was better than it was. It used to be the worst 
shoal in tbe Tyne. Ellison Main was better. Bill Point was 
removed, he was glad to say. That was a great improvement : 
one of the best things that was ever done for the Tyne was the 
taking off ol Bill Point. Wallsend shoal was gone. The 
navigation was straighter and easier since the jetties were pot 
down. Hebburn sboal was alwavs a grcBt nuisance. Steamers 
used to be two hours upon it There was as much casting of 
hallast off the Wear as off tbe Tyne. He believed It was not 
done at Seabam or Hartlepool. He was not aware whether the 
river Wear was managed by Commissioners. •> By Capt 
Washington : 50 or 60 tons would be about the average of the 
ballast brousbt by the vessels that came to the Tyne. 

Capt. Wasbinotoh said, that 16,000 light vessels arrived 
in the Tyne annually. Taking their average amount of 
ballast at dO tons, this would give an aggregate of 800,000 tons : 
and if two-thirds were cast at sea, tbe quantity thus disposed 
of would considerably exceed 000,000 tons per year! 

Mr. J. Hall, steam-tug owner, ga«e similar evidence to that 
of Mr. Brown; and the inquiry was adjourned at about 8 
o'clock until 

Mom DAT, Fbbsuast 10.-- When Capt Waablngton, at 10 
o'clock, again took bis seat at the table, there were some new 
faces in the room. We observed Mr. Alderman Dunn, Mr. 
Councillor Lowrey, Mr. Hugh Taylor (the Duke of Northum- 
berland's acent), and other iofioential gentlemen, in addition to 
those already named. There was also, throughout the day, a 
larae and attentive assemblage of the general inhabitants. 

Mr. LiBTCU returned to a matter which had come onder 
notice on Saturday, when Mr. Wawn mentioned a current 
rumour that the ruer pilots were onder some mandate of the 
Trinity House, or, rather, as it seemed on inquii^, of the pilot- 
master, not to attend and give evidence. Mr. Lietch now said 
tbat a difficulty bad been experienced in procuring witnesses 
from among toe pilots. Whether with or without cause, th^ 
wtre evidently afraid ol coming forwnrd, until some observations 
which had been made to them by Mr. Smith were explained 
away. 

Mr. Jambs Sbbphbed Moebis (examined by Mr. Lleteh) 
stated tbat be had been sent to obuin the attendance of pilots 
as witnesses, and the answer was tbat they could not coma 
without the authority of tbe Trinity Board. 

Mr. LiBTCB then lormally applied to Capt WashiagtOD for 
snmmonses for John Morrison, Allan Straaghan, and Mertoa 
Wheldon. of Howdon ; and William Pearson, of Sooth Shields. 
He woold also thank him for a sommoos for'ThomafGolightlj. 

The sommonies were granted. 
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Mr. LiSTCB nid, be thoaght it fair to itate that tbe Master 
of the Trinity Hoose, Mr. John Thomas Carr^wataCooociilor 
of Neweastlc 

Capt Washington said he was sore that Mr. Carr,froai 
his highly honourable character, woold do nothing that was 
wrong, and, if he were present, would be able to give a very 
satisnctory explanation of this business. 

Mr. Richmond thought it wasyery unhandsome to indulge 
in such inueodoes. Ue had do doubt the whole affair was 
founded in mistaiie. 

Mr. LiBTCH replied that he bad said nothing more than 
what he conceived to be perfectly justifiable. He had expe- 
rieneed the greatest difficulty, from the obstacles thrown in his 
way, in procuring tbe necessary evidence to prove his case. 

Tbe Town Clerk said he ibouKht it was not fair to name 
Mr. Carr as a member of the Newcastle Council, as if, on that 
account, he had used undue influence, in his capacity of Trinity 
Master, to prevent the attendance of river pilots. If any 
instructions had been given, it was plain that they had come 
from Mr. Smith, the pilot-master. Tbe Trinity Board, be had 
always thought, was rather against the Corporation, than for 
them, on river questions. 

Mr. Shotton : Yes, Mr. Clayton, but your quarrels are 
like those ol man and wife. When third parties come between 
them they patcbed-up their grievances, and combined against 
the intermeddlers. (LaugbterJ 

The Town Clsrk said he was very sorry to hear this 
remark from Mr. Shotton. He hoped it was not true, as be 
seemed to insinuate, that maa and wife were given to quarrel. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Thomas Marrison, ballast-keelman, was sworn, and 
deposed, that it was a common practice to heave ballast at sea. 
When a steamboat went out lor a ship it was not uncommon 
for her to carry trimmers on board, because they could cast tbe 
ballast in a third of the time that sailors could do it in, and the 
vessel would thus be placed more quickly out of daneer. Tbe 
ballast was usually thrown out at Marsden Rock, near Souter 
Point. To get into 16 tatboms water you must go two miles 
off tbe land. The master gave instructions where the ballast 
was to be thrown. L^y Capt. Washington : Never cast it in 6 
fathoms water.] Few vessels brouKht less than from 60 to 100 
tons of ballast : none under dO. 60 tons would be a moderate 
average. [By Capt. Washington : A vessel of 300 tons would 
bring about 100 tons of ballast.] He did not believe that a 
fourth of tbe light ships brought their ballast into the harbour, 
if the weather allowed them to throw it at sea. Vessels ott 
went out to sea to throw their ballast, after they had come in. 
He had known them lie three or four days, and then go out in 
fine weather to heave their ballast. [By Capt. WasbinKion : 
A steamer would tow them out and bring them in for £1.] He 
would say it was a dangerous practice. The veaiber misbt 
change after a vessel went out, and she might be capsized. 
Only last Friday, when a vessel was casting her ballast, the 
men all ran on deck, believing she was about to capsize. She 
had 120 tons on board, and tbe trimmers were to throw out 100 ; 
but when flO tons were left they would not east an;f more— they 
were afraid. For 60 tons the charge would be £3 2s., if cast 
before the vessel came in ; but if she were brought in, and r.ad 
Co be towed out again, it would be £3 12s. if ca<it at 
Salmon's wharf, the charge would be £5 4s. If the dues were 
lower there would be no casting at sea. Ballast wan sometimes 
thrown from one ship to another, which saved sixpence a ton. 
At Willington and Newcastle, the charge was sixpence per 
ton: at Walker, a shilling. [Harrison gave evidence as to ihe 
deliyeiy of ballast at the groynes — chiefly London ballabt — 
Kiayel and chalk rubbish, mixed with sand — much of which, 
in his opinion, was washed away by the tide.] There was le»s 
water in the Long Reach than there used to be. (Mr. Rich- 
mond: That's true.) From Hebburn Quay to Wbitthiil Point 
tbe riyer was shoaler than formerly. 'I'here were *' feets" less 
water at Jarrow. There was 2 feet water where there used to 
be 6 or 8 feet a few years back in the best of the channel. (Mr. 
Richmond : That's true.) Tbe only shoal after Hebburn used 
to be Haybole, but a new one had sprung up at Jarrow — the 
worst shoal in the Long Reach, (or '' Rateh,*' as this and other 
witnesses called it). At clear spring ebbs keels and steamers 
were holed at Jarrow by the anchors of ships lying at the quay. 
[By Capt. Washington : If there were no buoy on the anchor 
the damage fell upon the ship : if a buoy, tbe injured craft got 



BO aompcatatioD.] Tbe thipa referred ta lay in tbe beat of tb« 
water. A great deal of the ballast brought over tbe bar waa 
thrown into the river. He believed ont of every 100 tona that 
came into tbe harbour 80 wept into the river; and ha bimadf 
was one of them that lent a band to it (Laughter.) What 
the ballatt-keelmen were employed to depoait on shore never 
got there. He and others were gnilt? of doing nothing else, 
f Laughter.) It was as common for them to do it as to go to 
dinner at 13 o'clock. For ten or fifteen yean be had done it. 
H they didn't let it go overboard they comld not live with tbe 
present cess. They got ballast ont ol no ships bat foreigners. 
Few of the town gentlemen employed tbe keels: they cast their 
ballast at sea or earned it to the quays. The cost of landing a 
ton of ballast by keel would be 3s.:— Is. lor getting it out, la. 
ai Walker, (with eess warrant and other items, which we did 
not catch.) No eeas waa paid for what went into tbe river. 
(Laughter.) That was why they did it: it saved the eeia. 
(Laughter.) They had to apply to the ballast-office for "an 
awd man" to go on board. [This was in answer to an inquiry 
whether they were not obligMl to have an offleer of the Corpo. 
ration on board, before they could heave the ballasti nrba 
" awd man" was a ** grand substitute" for them, to keep a look- 
out and and ^ watch tbe pollus.* (Roarsof laughter.) Sailors, 
steamboat men, pilots, and partly shipowners, all knew where 
tbe ballast went to. They cared lor** necbody but the polios.** 
When they saw *< the polios* coming on the river they waited 
a bit; and when they had gone by they were at it again. 
(Laughter.) When they got bold of a large foreign vessel they 
persuaded the master, if they could, to let them begin work at 
night. Before " the pollus" was put upon the river they liked 
the dajtime best, but now they preferred tbe night. He bad 
boven 160 tons out of a ** Roussbian," and not a shovelful of it 
went into the keel. That was two or three years back. CudOy 
Cbarlton, the ballast-man, used at one time to get all tbe 
** Rousshians." He would get 160 tons out in a night,and none 
of it went into tbe keel. It was against the rules of the Corpo- 
ration to cast ballast at night. It was done, however, con- 
stantly ; and it was quite as common co throw tbe ballast into 
the|river. If he wasn't there telling them about it, be would, 
as likely as not, be doing it then. When the ** polios" went 
off they did all the execution they could. (Capt. Wasbioaton : 
** Execution," indeed 1) He onoe got fined 60s. through the 
simpleness of his partner. The lowest fine was put upon bim. 
He made a confession and got caonily off. It was no use 
denying it when he was guilty. (Laughter.) Some got fined 
£5, some £10; and still they went on. They would start at 4 
or 5 in the morning, and be at it the whole day, and never get 
load. Th^y took the job by the lump. The master would say 
there was IfiO tons, and maybe there was 200. Tney were often 
taken in that way. They could guess pretty close with a small 
ship, but might be deceived with a big one. Few foreigners 
cast their ballast at sea: they would not run the ri»fc with their 
large ships. Ballast- keel men went to manufacturers to get an 
order for *' private use" ballast. If they would not give an 
order, the keelmen made one. If an order was got tor one ton, 
they made it two or three. Band, gravel, all went into the 
river. It was chiefly sand that came from Holland. There 
were many Dutch vessels came to tbe Tyce. Tbe ** Talians" 
and others brought sand-ballast. The*' Rousshians" brought 
stones. They did not put them into the river: they could sell 
stones. Tbe ballast-officer knew well where the ballast went 
to; but they gave him a** bit of rrease." (Laughter.) They 
all took bribes. He should say there was 6 or 8 feel less water 
** right forenenst" the New Quay than there used to be. For- 
merly they required a 36 feet set when puoying across, and 
could not get tbe bottom ; but plenty of bottom could now be 
got with a set of one or two and twenty feet When ballast 
was thrown into the river the Corporation got no dues: they 
never got nothing from the keelmen. (Laughter.) They 
threw the ballast into the river to save the dues. Once, when 
he and his partner were driven on the Slake with ballast which 
they were taking to the wharf on the Don, they dug a hole, and 
threw in the ballast It wouldn't do to throw it where it would 
be seen at low water : they would be found ont* (Laughter.) 
They liked it to be "happed up." (LanaWip.) When they 



threw it into the channel it waa seen no tl r«; ^^^ Hthey 
threw it on the Slake wUhout digging % htvS -n^ coveting It 



up It would be seen. C^apt. Wash\©|^|^^^^ ^^iA\x«a%^a\\ 
thrown upon the Slake.) Keelmen w«f^ ^^ \ T ^ic^ V» tany 
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Mtftft oot to MS, ftDcl caflt it CiMra. The Corporation probi. 
bitad tbat. Sbipt were allowed to east it before they eame io, 
or to eariy it oot and cast it ; bat a keel dorst oot carry it oot. 
Iff keels were allowed to do so tbev would not cast it into tbe 
river. Not a twentietb fmrt wonld go ioto tbe river. Tbej 
threw it in now ; it was tbeir osoal employment; bnt it kept 
their minds oneasy. They would rather cast it into the sea.— 
By tbe Town Clerk : He was a licensed ballast- heaver. The 
Corporation gave him a license 14 years ago. He paid a sbll- 
Hnic for it. He was selected asatrnstworthy person. (Laogb- 
tor.) Tbe Corporation bonnd bim over under strict lawt, bot 
"he didnt obey to them." (Laughter.) He would answer 
every question pot to bim, please God, truly and honestly. 
TbeV were paid a given sum for the lump. Ships would not 
employ them if they did not charge equal with tbe cranes at 
the ballast-wbarvea off tbe Corporation's lessees. There was a 
deal delivered at those cranes. It was cbiefly in Shields bar- 
bour tbat they threw the ballast into tbe river. Sometimes 
tbey did it at J arrow, but Fairies watebed them. (Laughter.) 
They got **Bn awd man" from the ballast office— tbey were all 
** awd men, past their wark." Tbey bad notbiog to do bot to 
look on and see tbat the keelmen did tbeir duty. (Laughter.) 
It was sometimes a bard job to come to terms with a ship. 
Tbey did not underbid tbe Corporation. Tbey got more than 
the Corporation if tbey could. (Laughter.) It was tbeir duty 
to carry tbe ballast to land : -> it it was London ballast, to 
Walker or Newcastle. But tbey couldn't afford it : it was a 
gain to them to use tbe river. Tbe Corporation would not let 
them carry tbe ballast to sea, or they would prefer tbat (Tbe 
Town Clerk: I would not trust you at sea with ballast.) He 
believed tbe principal part of tbe shipowners knew what tbey 
did with the ballast. It was not Shields shipowners tbat em- 
ployed them, but foreigners. He knew that tbey defrauded tbe 
Corporation and injured tbe river. They were obliged to bribe 
the officers of tbe Corporation : they were all bribed. He could 
give the names. (Cries of <* No, no.'O He was quite ready to 
give tbe names; hut, in fact, there was not a man in tbe 
ballabt-oflice tbat did not take bribes, from tbe highest to tbe 
lowest Even tbeir Mr. Bell himself — he was bribed. He 
knew that be bad done wrong. He did not say be was penitent 
If he could get a job tbat day, be would go and do tbe same. 
(Laughter.) He would not deceive the Corporation. When 
ballast was wanted for private use the Corporation granted a 
warrant to tbe party applying. No payment wis made for it 
to tbe Corporation. He would apply to a manufacturer for an 
order. The manufacturer would say be wanted no ballast He 
knew the use a keel man wanted to make of the order. He 
would say, if be gave one, ** Don't bring too mocb." The bal- 
last was got, and most or all of it went into tbe river. Tbe 
manufacturers were bribed like the rest Not tbe manufac 
turers themselves, but their servants. This was done every 
week. Many orders were got at the high end of Sooth Sbieldti, 
and as far up as Newcastle. He could name manufacturers 
either at Shields or at Newcastle. (Cries of '*No, no.'O He 
was sore be bad got orders high op tbe river. He had got an 
order at Hawks's. (Mr. Clayton : I am sure Mr. Hawks would 
never be a party to your roguery !) It was not from Mr. Hawks 
himself. He never got a flctitioos order at HawkkV When. 
ever he got an order there tbey wanted tbe stuff, and had it. 
Mr. Bell and one of ** tbe awd men" once got bim fined. He 
had bribed ** the awd man," bot he turned frightened, and got 
bim fined. He was fined at Newcastle. He did not promise 
the magistrates to do so no more : nothing of tbe kind. He 
knew nothing of Rennie or bit plans; but be knew that he now 
required a shorter puoy in crossing tbe river off tbe New Quav 
than be did formerly~»bjrter by four or five feet. [Being 
examined as to tbe river in detail, tbe witness admitted tbat 
there was better water at some places than there used to be 
formerly. In reply to Alderman Armstrong, he admitted, also, 
tbat ships which came in with ballast, and went oot to s«» to 
east it, were actuated, not alone by motives of economy, but of 
expedition. They would sometimes go out with chalk or chalk, 
rubbish, on which there was no chaage. Tbey were apt to be 
detoinod, sometimes, at tbe ballast-wbarf. or could not get 
keels in a throng tide.]— By Mr. I.ietcb : There was no water 
at the cranes at low tide— no convenience for di«cbarging bal- 
last at low water, unless by keels. [Several questions were put 
to the worthy witness by Mr. Richmond and Mr. Robin&ob, to 
show tbat there was less water in the Long Reach than io lor- 
■ar tioMs.] 



Capt. Waibiroton sUted that a Icttar had raacbcd bim 
from the Trinity House. He had written to state what took 
phMse on Saturday as to the pilote, and to reqoest an explana. 
tion. Tbe Secretary had written before the receipt of that 
letter, having beard of tbe imputation from some other quarter. 
He stoted that no orders had been issued to tbe pilote from the 
Trinitv House. 

Mr. Archibald Whale, aged 73, deposed that be bad been 
slaty years on tbe Tyne. He was a Jarrow keelman. Great 
ships used to lie at Jarrow quay delivering their cargoes. 
There was worse watt* r by 1ft feet than there used to be fifty 
years since. 1 1 was a << natural degree" with it to get worse and 
worse. What tbey had dooe lately had made it worse. It waa 
all these ^^jillies." (Uugbter.) All the way down the north 
channel by Hartley staiths there used to be good water— it was 
now a proper nuisance. Tbe Slake was a lon^ way higher than 
it used to be, wheo I first kenned it, sixty years since. Their 
own sense might tell them that, without asking him. (Laugh- 
ter.) Ships would lie cfloat at Howdon at low water, hot not 
now. The north channel was filling up all the way down. 
There was not a south channel in exchange equally good. 
There were bills here and there, and bits o* tips. He bad 
nothing to say about throwing ballast into the river. He left 
tbat to others, (placing his band over bis heart). He had 
nothing to say upon that point 
Mr. Kewney : You know nothing about itf 
Witof »• (winking) : Din'i I, thought (Great laughter.) 
Mr. Kewoey : It is true, then, what Marrison has told us? 
Witness; True enough. 

Mr. Kewney: And tbat ships out their ballast at seat 
Witness: Yes; but send to Marsden Rock for Peter Allen 
and he'll tell you all about it (Lauabter.) 

Mr. Samuel Bbll, aged 57, steamboat owner and master, 
deposed thai he had been 46 years on the river, commencing bis 
career as « Pee Dee." His first boat drew 3} feet water, his 
present 2|. He had not water up the river. He was stopped 
more now. when he drew a foot less water, than be was lor- 
meriy. Hebburn was always a bad shoe I. There was now a 
new shoal at Jarrow. Where there was 1 1 feet at clean spring 
ebb, ten years ago, there was not now 3}. (Mr. Richmond: 
That's true.) He blamed Willington groynes. A shoal had 
also sprung np at Killingworth steith. There was rather better 
water, be tbouxht, at Haybole. When a boy he bad often 
driven up in a keel, in one tide— a spring tide— from Wbitehill 
Point to Stella, four miles above Newcastle bridffe. That could 
not be done now.-. By Mr. Shotton: Many tons of ballast were 
wa«bed into tbe river from ballast-heaps at Hebburn and Bill 
Point by vbowers of rain. [Witness gave evidence corrobora- 
tive of previous statements, and, in reply to tbe Town Clerk, 
admitted that tbe river bad been improved in several places : 
the Tyne Main shoal bad been cleared away by the Corporation.! 
Mr. Matthew CBAaLTON,keelman,said he had often driven, 
hoy and man, from Wbitehill Point to Donsten Dyke, about 
two miles above the bridae, with one spring tide, and could 
have gone farther. He had several times tried to do it within 
the last vear or two, but could not feteh Newcastle: always bad 
to put bis oars on. He thought the river a great deal worer. 
The jetties stopped the course of tbe tide. It ran, now, across 
and across. It was stratgbter formerly: be was certain of it. 
In Bill Reach tbe tide ran gay and true; but, on tbe whole, tbe 
jetties bad made tbe river ^'cruickeder.* There were more ins 
and outs than there used to be. At Jarrow there was a new 
shoal. No craft grounded there formerly : tbey did now.— By 
tbe Town Clerk: Tbe keel was light when they drove up to 
Dunstan, and loaded when they could not drive op.— By Mr 
Lieteh : A keel would drive up better when loaded than when 
light— By Alderman Dunn : His keel did not take tbe ground 
when going up. She drew 4 feet They steered her.— By Mr. 
Lieteh : Had seen ballast thrown into tbe river and cast at aea 
Foreigners did not usually throw their ballast at ses, but were 
getting more into the way of it from seeing it dooe by the Eng. 
liab ships. It was very hard tbat keelb were not aUowed to 
take ballast out to sea. 

Mr. Clement Hall, formerly a keelman, and now a steam, 
boat master, said his tug drew 4} feet The river was a deal 
worse lately than it was. The Corporation dredger delivered 
its sand into keels, and be bad seen these keels empty tbe stuff 
at the groynes, where, he waa sure, the greater part of it would 
niB back to tbe river. If the Corporation gentry would be a 
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bit cmsier, there would bo no baUast tbrowD into the river. 
Seveiml pertoot bad offered to stand between the keelman and 
tHe Corporation, if the (omer would earry ballast out to sea. 
and roo all risks; but the keelmen were a bad-[(aintVbearied 
set, and would not venture. Had scores of times paid 10s. to a 
manufactunsr's foreman for an order for ballast for ** private 
use." The baUast was Uken up the river. They might ** sweep 
the irunwale* twice or thrice in goiofr up. Nobody see*d then 
and nobody knew. (Laughter.)— By Mr. Shotton : Sand placed 
on Sadler's quay at neap tides might be washed off by springs. 
The quay itself went into the river now and then. (Laughter.) 
It was built up with bricks, which came tumbling down; and 
then it was built up again in the same way. A good stone 
quay at the first would have been cheaper in the end. 

Mr. Allan STBAoaHAM,of Howdon, 14 years a riverplloty 
said his branch was up from Shields to Bill Point. He had 
been employed to make soundings from October, 1846. The 
water on Jarrow shoal« at clean sprint ebb, November ft, 1846, 
was 3 feet 4 inches. February 8, 1849, it was 2 feet 4 inches. 
[Here two or three <)uestions were put to the witness from varl. 
out sides. He said **he could not stand that: he was no 
scholar, and, if he did not mind, would be bambooiled.'-- 
Laughter.]— By Captain Washington : There bad been heavy 
freshes lately.— By Mr. Lieub : Uebburn shoal had oolv varied 
once within his eaperience. On Killingworth shoal, October 
33, 1846, the depth was 3 feet 5 inches : it was now 3 feet 9 
inches. This was owing, he believed, to the dredger— not to 
the jetties. Four or five years ago there was no shoal at Jar. 
row to annoy a ship. It was not thoogbt of until Killingworth 
shoal was reduced. At Hartley and Segbill spouts, within the 
last seven vears, there was 14 feet at low water, but now only 
8 or 9. The water bad decreased ever since the groynes were 
pot out at Willington. The dredger had been there twice or 
thrice, but it alwavs silted up again. Jarrow was one of the 
mo»t rascally shoals that was ever known in the river. He 
would not think of turning a ship np the river in the present 
daj.^Bj the Town Clerk : From Willington to Jarrow there 
was BOW a wider navigable channel at low water thau for- 
merly.— By Mr. Joseph Straker: A square-rigged ship could 
not turn up to Newcastle. It could not pass Gosforth spout, let 
alone turn up the river. 

Mr. John Morrison, of Howdon Pana, 14 yeaif a river- 
pilot, said his branch was from Bill Point to Shields. If they 
trailed on Hebbum ihoal at high water, and had but one 
■team-tag, it waa Teiy doubtful they could get down quick 
enough to escape grounding at Jarrow. At Howdon, where 
he lived, the Corporation had gained a large quantity of 
gronnd (abont ten acres) by their river-works. A great deal 
of the ballast thrown down was washed into the channel. 
Howdon dock could not be entered bv ihipa for the mud. 
[Alderman Armstrong said the Copenhagen steamer was in 
at the present tim&] She was an iron, shoal-water steamer, 
and they had a deal of trouble to get her in. The gates were 
silted up, and shovela had to be used to dear a passage. She 
might draw 6 feet. [Alderman Armstrong: 7 feet.] The 
north channel, the most important part of the river for 
shipping coal, was silted up. Where there was 14 or 15 feet 
formerly, the water got as low as 8 or 9 before the dredger 
waa used. 

Mr. Kewney: Yon say the dredger. Do yon mean to say 
the Oonaenratora of the Tyne have but onet 

Witness: Only one. 

Mr. William Ford, 85 veara a ballast-keelman, said he 
had driven np from Wbitehill Point to BUvdon in one sprine 
tide, without using his oars, except to keep the channd 
atrai^ He could not now get bevond Bill Point. (Ex- 
preasiona of incredulity.) Within the Ust four or five years— 
as aoon as the Jetties came astir— the tide went across and 
across in the Long Reack A good deal of ballast was thrown 
int<j the river. Fairlea and others made ih^m rlo it, they 
charged so xnueb ceas. Why wer© not kcelaalloweii to carry 
balLiit tD sea? A fthjp might be towed out to cftit her 
ballast-^ and where waa tlio difference 1 The kaela wo aid be 
glad to carry it out.— Bj the TowJi Clerk: Might be tnurtod 
to cany the biklUst far ©aough out to m^j Ahh^u^h tbej did 
DOW tlirow U into the river. The Oorporation threw mere 
tirmsrboard At tha jcttiet tbim the ke^lnien did atij where i be. 
Once took 100 tons of batl&si from a sbipwith otily one keel, 
(Town Clark: Whai wu h«r Jiame 1) Ma did not recoUact 



the name of the ahip (a panaa)— nor yet the day ot the month. 
(Laughter.) It waa London gravel : a fine thing for tha 
bottom of the river. (Laughter ) Would not say how mneh. 
money he got for the job:~that waa hie question. (Laughter.) 

Mr. John FuLTHOftP had often driven in one tida from 
Whitehill Point to Dnnstan,and could liave gone to Leminfr> 
ton, if necessary, having made Ounstan an hour and a hSi 
before high water. Had driven to Neweaatle in one apring 
lately. The tide ran straighter formerly. He thought thars 
waa not much ballast thrown into the nver. 

Mr. Robert Doimiic, river pilot, oorroboraled previona 
evidence. 16 or 18 yeara back ships drawina 13 feet turned 
up to Newcastle. Not in one tide. Ships of 11 feet would. 
Thev oould not do it now. A ship of 18 feet could not turn up 
at all; nor back and fill up. The tide was not so strong aa ti 
was. A ship of 14 feet could get up formerly with a Uii 
wind. She could not do it now with a steamer. Ten yeara 
back he had taken a ship of 19 feet from Hartley spouts, and 
been on the bar at high water. This could not be done now 
vrith a vessel of 17 feet: perhaps it might with one of 16 
feet— By Oapt. Washington: The water was more than 4 feet 
worse ofr the New Quav. — By the Town Clerk: Changea 
used to take place formerly, but not so much as now.— By Hr. 
Richmond: The fiood was not so strong as it was formerly, 
nor the ebb —By Capt. Washington: The first of the flood 
tide was not so true, but it wa^ truer when it got over tha 
sands. 

Mr. Mehton Whbldon, river-pilot, confirmed the testi- 
mony of his brethren— By Capt. VViishington: The tide set 
straighter now than formerly from Willington to Shields. 

Mr. John Hutchinson, sea-pilot 48 years, had piloted 
men-of* war that lay in Peggy's Hole, near the Low Lights, in 
18 feet at low water, clean spring ebb, the Old Prior's Stone dry 
at the foot. The ground of Peggy's Hole was as dry as a floor. 
It was shingle. The Sir William BensUy lay there, drawing 
18 feet. The Samaranff, too, drawing 16. There was 6 feet 
less water now. He had sounded it last Thursday. The 
lifeboat house joined the lighthouse. When the stem of the 
boat was still at the door, her stem used to reach the river at 
low water. She now required " ways" from 60 to 70 feet 
long to take her to the river. Her length was 36 feet. On 
the south side, too, there had been great encroachment. He 
had seen ships lying afloat at spots now divided from the 
water by 50 yards of dry sand. Ships drawing 7 feet used to 
go within the beacon, but the water only just reached it now 
at high tide. There was 16 feet at low water where he could 
now walk dryshod. He knew the Milldam a I South Shields^ 
It was formerly a natural dock, with 6 or 7 feet water, and 
held 50 or 60 veasels. It was also of use in scouring the river. 
The Corporation filled it up with ballast, to their own benefit 
and that of the Dean and Chapter. But that was before Mr. 
Brooks's time. (Laughter.) A good deal of sand came into 
the harbour during flood tide. . t had done so in all his time, 
and nothine had been done to prevent it. The bar was in a 
better conoition now than it had been for the last four yeara, 
owin^ to a long succession of westerly gales and freshes. The 
ebb tides had been running out eight or nine hours. Six and 
a half was the ordinarv duration. Mr. Brooks was fortunate 
in the time of Capt. Washington s sounding the bar. He had 
heard that ballast was thrown into the river. He had seen 
keels go alongside vessels to *' prepare." It was said that a 
single keel would sometimes carry away all the ballast of a 
ship! But the harbour suffered more from preventing the 
water coming in than from this practice. — By Mr. Kich- 
mond: He believed the Light Point had gone from 30 to 40 
feet south withio his experience. 

Capt. Washinoton remarked, that when he sat at the Low 
Lights in August Ust, eridence was given to disprove Mr. 
Richmond's statements as to the loss of water there ; and, 
htttr the Lnquir/ v^.ikH cloi^ed, he hjid Ubuured to rec[>nc;l0 
tho^ stateiueiit» ^i;h the t^videnoe of the witnesses and with 
plaiiji, hat ^la ohUged to give up tba Uisk m dejp&ir> Mr. 
Richmand had told them that the JoMon hij ^^nlj on the 
verj Bite of the lighthctoAe— if hith waa irre^concileable with 
other evidence, But here wm a fuct which could not be 
gmiiituiid. The hf^hoat, whinh formeirly ^gaaired no ways, 
itoelf renchmg from its es^M to th^ Wat^r ^"^ ^°" daubla 
ita own dbtattce from xAie r\vei, va6. U^Yrt ^ ^^ down t« 
the vratflr on way* ^ai4 4o«n tm ^ l^^^ j^ ^5^^^ Tha 
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HghihouM ougkt neTtr to have bMOi boilt npon the titbit 
BOW eeettpied. 

Mr.RicHMOifo: Gertainlj not. That, in 1808, was the 
boginning of the mischief. Ten yean later came the Whitley 
■ponta. 

Mr. HuTCHiRSON vfBM askod by Gapt. Washington about 
■ome stonea alleged to He at the entrance of the narbonr in 
midehannel, below the Mnaeel Scalp^ and famished informa- 
tion whieh led the Captain to say that an inner bar existed 
worse than the outer bar. 

llie Town Clbiik (addressing Mr. Hutchinson) said his 
friend Mr. Brooks must try his hand upon the stones. 

Mr. Hutchinson, firing a parting shot at his ^ friend,** said 
he would adyise him not to be so eager abont making dry 
land. He must remember that the Corporation, like a turtle, 
could not Uto witiiont water. (Laughter.) 

The Town-Council baring to meet on Tuesday, Gapt. 
WasJiincton adjourned his inquiry until Wednesday morning, 
at 10 o'^oek, then to be proceeded with in the Quildhall of 
Newcastle. 

WiBNBSBAT, FsBnuABT 14.— Tbis morning, (we may 
paraotbetically report,) Mr. T. £. Harrisoo, C. B., the rssident 
enfineer of the York, Nfwcastle, aod Berwick Railway, 
appeared before CapL Wasbington, in the Outldball of New- 
castle, in relation to a bill (or crosbiog the Ain by a timber 
viadoet, and for making a branch railway to Newcastle qoay. 
Formerly it was proposed to make a communication with the 
quay by a tuooef: the project now is to reach the river upon 
arches (convertible Into warehouses), and have a perpendicular 
lift. Tiiere was no opposition to the bill, (with the esception 
that a Quayside carter expressed a fear that his occopatioo was 
in danger). In reply to CapUio Washington, Mr. Harrison 
stated that merchandiie of all kinds would be shipped and 
unshipped at the branch— that even now goods came from 
Liverpool to Newcastle for London. The River Engineer (Mr. 
Brooks) and the Harbour Master (Mr. Simon Danson) were 
asked if they had any objections to make to the scheme. Mr. 
Brooks said he had none : he bad examined the plans, and had 
every reason to be satisfied with them. Mr. Danson said, that 
as the railway company claimed no control over the river, or the 
berthing of ships, he had not a word to say against the project. 

An intimation was made to Capt. Washington that His Honour 
the Jodge of the County Court would shortly arrive, to sit in 
the Guildhall by adjournment; and therefore, jprelerring to 
walk out rather than be turned out, (being, like Mr. Wilkinson 
himself, a ^good judge,") he removed to the Merehants' Court. 
There was again a large number of the Inhabitants of Shields 
present at the inquiry ; but, the scene being shifted, the bur- 
gesses of Newcastle and Gateshead were now in a majority. 

Mr. LiBTCH read a letter from the Secretary of the 
Trinity House, in reply to an application made to the Muter, 
suting that the Board bad not the slightest ebjectioo to the 
pilots being examined on this inquiry. 

Mr. J. T. Cabb, the Trinity Blaster, stated this to be the 
unanimous feding of a special meeting of the Board. 

Mr. Kbll, in a conversation on this matter, reminded Capt 
Washington that no imputation had ever been thrown upon 
the Board : it was Mr. Smith, the master of the river pilots, 
that was said to have made some com vnnication to the men. 

Mr. Smith, it was suted, was out ot health ; and Capt. 
Washington did not think it worth wbile to have him brought 
up for explanation. 

Mr. WiLLUM Pbabsoh, ruler of the sea-pilots, the first 
witness called this morning by Mr. Lietcb, gave evidence as 
to the state of the bar and the harbour, which may be summed 
«p in his declaration that he had for some time been ^ sick of 
looking at the river." 

Mr. Bboobi (replying to Capt. Washington) stated that 
tide^guages were being made by Mr. Hewitsoo, of Grey-street, 
one of which would be placed at the bridge, the other at the 
entrance of the harbour, and would show how much of the rise 
of tide was doe to fresh. 

Capt. WAgBiHOTOif said he had the pleasure, last night, 
of seeing these guagee, and was happy to say they were the 
most perleet instruments of the kind that had ever come under 
his notice. In his opinion they would prove the next greatest 
boon to the Tyne since the moorinp were laid down. 

Mr. Jambs PATTiaOH, formeriy a shipowner, and now the 
seerelary of an insurance club, deposed that it was a common 



practice to throw ballast into the river. He had seen men 
casting it into Peggy's Hole in broad daylight. He remsaflbered 
the old lifeboat ways at the Low Lights. When a boy, thirty 
years ago, he used to play wider them, as he might do under a 
table. They were open on one side. They werelnow boriod 
•ndcr sand, whieh had risen since that time from 7 to 
10 feet. He used to fish off the end of the old ways, 
bat there was now sand soase yards beyond. The new 
ways extended 15 or 20 feet farther out. The south win- 
dow of the lightbowse, looking upon the river, was 11 
feet from the groand in his boyhood. Wiiea a ohild he was 
once placed upon it in fuu, and tumbling lo the ground was 
lamed lor life. The sill was now but 4) fleet from the ground. 
He could well recollect seeing the 17 and 18 feet marks on the 
lighthoofc. The sand was now up to 34. Witness also gave 
evidence as to the throwing of pottery aod other ruhbaeh into 
the haven from near Peray-square, and the eneraaehnMaU of 
the sea upon the land.— By the Town Clerk : The property in 

Suestioa belonged to the Duke of Northumberland. The lighu 
ouse referred to was built by the Trinity House. Could not 
say that this erection was the cause of the sand. Believed a 
great deal of it would go away if the Whitley spoou were 
removed. The lifeboat ways were laid down by a committee off 
shipowners. Wden he saw the Pireeioso, a Finlander, casting 
her ballast into her river, he did not go aod give infonaation, 
although the ballast office was close by. There waa no use in 
keeping a dog and barking yourself. (Laaghter.) She sras two 
or three days in getting her ballast out, having about 16 keels 
on board.-* By Mr. Joseph Straker: The balkist was thrown 
into the river in front of the windows of the ballast office. 

Mr. Jaspbb Richabdson, master-mariner, gave additional 
evidence as to the oonsunt, daily practice of making the haven 
a rubbish dep6t and laystall. He also sUted that stones were 
blasted from tbe natural breakwater at the mouth of the river, 
and an ordnance wall was carried off, to mend the roads.«By 
the Town Clerk : Mr. Laws, the Duke's bailiff, had never tdd 
him that Mr. Brooks had remonstrated against the removal of 
stones from the haven. 

Mr. RoBBBT MoBBiaow, river.pilot, remembered turning 
np tbe JuM, drawing 14 feet, from Shields harbour to Snow, 
don's Hole, two-thirds op the river, in one spring tide, with a 
N.N.W. wind, and lost two hours in shifting the maintopsaiL 
la 1806 or 7, he took a ship from sea to Neweastle quay, 
drawing 15 feet 3 inches, with a leading wind. He might do 
the same now with a tog, ohoosing bis tide:— not with an 
ordinary spring. He preferred the river ** in iu nature." It 
had been injured of late years. Above Bill Point it had been 
improved.~By the Town Clerk: Thought Mr. Brooks almost 
mad when he began at Bill Point At Jarrow, where he now 
thought Mr. Brooks had done mischief, he had only begna his 
operations. 

Mr. Andbbw PuBTii, a sea pilot, gave oonftrmatoiy evi- 
dence. He also expressed an opinion that one main cause of 
the deterioration of the river was this:— That while as much 
sand as ever was brought in by the ** wheel" of the tide, the 
scouring power, formerly adequate to its removal, was greatfy 
diminished. Much amusement was created by his solemn 
declaration that he would never— no, never— give heed to^or 
even look at, any scale or mark of the Corporation of Newcastle 
or their Engineer or Harbour Master, but be solely governed 
by the Old Prior's Stone, tbe Mussel Sealp, and the other 
marks of Nature ; unless the Trinity House should command 
him to tbe contrary. He also astonished the Captain by the 
information that tbe hoisting of the flag at the lighthouse br 
day, and the lighting of the lamp by night, betokened a depth 
of water on the bar which did not exist He did admit that 
tbe river had improved in parts ; hot while he ascribed every 
thing that had gone wrong to the Corporation, he carried all the 
improvements to the credit of Dame Nature. 

Mr. RoBBBT CAITHRB88, master of the Nonalt stated that 
he had loaded at Pclaw Main, and now drew 11 feet II inohee. 
He went down that momiag with a pilot and tog. The vessel 
grounded, aod was at that moment lying on Hebbom shoal. 
She took the groaad in the best of the channel, and at the top 
of high water. Another ship, drawing less water, was lying 
agrotind close by. If the next should not be a better tide, be 
most have the vessel lightened. 

Mr. J OHM Ramsat, sea-pilot, gaye evidence similar to that 
of his brethren. 
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Mr. MiLBDSH» toother sea-pSlot, was examined to show that 
the Montreal was lost thioogh casting her hallast at sea, he 
being the pilot on board at the time. 

Capu Washtmoton sut^tbat he had received a letter from 
Mr. Broekeit, eoclosiog a 'scries of resolotions which he had 
snbokitted to the Newcastle Coancil as an amendment, on the 
previoos daj, and requestinf that they might appear in 
evidence. He sopposedT there could be no objection to receiving 
them. 

Mr. Aid. Armstsono said they were not seconded. 

Capt. Wacbinoton : Mr. Brookett says so m his letter. 

Mr. William Ford (recalled) made a statement of a survey 
which he had been making of the qaays on the Tyne, the pro. 
meters of the bill having sent him on a "tour in search of the 
pictoresqoe." Hogarth's <* end of all things" conld not surpass 
his report as a picture of wreck and ruin. Every other quay 
was represented as in a state of deUrium fremtfns, and tottering 
into the river:— some dying by inches— some by a ftodden, 
desperate plunge. But on cross-examination it became a little 
likely that he bad winked his eyes when passing the numerous 
good quays on the river; and only opened them, like an 
archaologisf , when he came across an antiquated, tumbledown 
structure. 

Mr. G. S. Ttzack, of North Shields, chain and anchor 
manufacturer, said he bad often walked over the principal part 
of the bar— in the channel— within the last few years. (Capt. 
W.: How much water do you draw, Mr. Tyzackf— Laughter.) 
His beigbt was 6 feet 7 inches. Sometimes be was breast-bigh 
in the water : at others, up lo his chin. The first time was seven 
years ago. (Mr. Brooks: That was before I << spoilt the 
river.") On 6ne occasion a sttamboat was aground on the bar, 
and be went, for amusement^ to help to shotre her off.— By Mr. 
Brooks: Never walked across the river on the bar, but had 
been on all parts of it. Had been where he had both the lights 
in one. (Mr. Brooks : Possibly enough, at an equinoctial ebb ; 
but It seems doubtful that you were ever in the deepest water.) 

Mr. Joseph Strakbr, of South Shields, timbermercliant 
and coalowner, spoke to the obstructions thrown in bis way by 
the Corporation, in past years, first when he applied for a 
license to construct a graving dock in North Shields, and 
afterwards when he established himself as a timber-mercbant 
at the Low. Light shore. Took a dock at Howdon nine years 
ago, which could accommodate the largest ship navigating the 
river. The Arpo, two-decker, was built at that place. A 
groyne was laid down a little above, and silted op the dock, a 
sandbank grew op, which no ship of any draught conld get 
over. One grounded upon it in attempting to enter, and broke 
her back. Another, in leaving the dock, broke her kelson. 
The Oopenkagen, a large iron steamer, said to draw 7 feet, was 
got in lately. The cost of shovelling away the sand aod mud 
amounted to £40. The master said he should get into disgrace 
with his employers, the expense being so great; and he (Mr. 
S.), reducing the dock dues to one-half, charged him only £13 
odd. It was not Mr. Brooks. who laid down the groyne. * (Mr. 
Brooks : But Mr. Brooks would cheerfully take the responsi- 
bility of iu) The captain said he had been to all the docks on 
the Tyne, and could not get taken in anywhere: if he (Mr. S.) 
refused, be must go to Dundee. The Corporation, it was 
understood, were now negotiating the purchase of the dock 
from Sir William Maxwell, to escape an action for damages. 
[Mr.S. was examined as to the Town Improvement Bills; also 
as to the mooring buoys, which Capt Washington learnt, to his 
surprise, were laid down, not at theexpcDKe of the Corporation, 
but by a new tax on shipping.] At Middlesbrough, on tbe 
Tees, ballast was taken out and deposited for 4jd. per ton. On 
the Tyne the cost was from Is. 6d. to is. lOd. No ships, he 
believed, cast their ballast off or in the Tees. The Wear was 
managed by Commissioners, and bad been greatly improved. 
Formerly, the insurance clubs of the Tyne prohibited vessels 
from going to Sunderland, tbe harbour was considered so 
dangerous ; but now, there was a controversy whether the Wear 
or the Tyne was the better harbour. There was great want of 
proper supervision on tbe Tyne, or the disreputable practices, 
disclosed yesterday, could not have been carried on. If Shields 
shared in tbe control the harbour would not be so shamefully 
abused. No money was spent by tbe Corporation on the 
nver.— By Mr. Clayton: Was not aware that tbe Stockton and 
Darlington Railway Company had farmed the dues of the Tees, 
to make it a free poru 



Mr. Gsoroi Strakir, of Newcastle, shipowner, said b« 
thought the Tyne was not in the most competent hands. Be 
woald prefer to see it placed under the control of Commis. 
sioners ; but be would not, where there were Councils, make 
them the only persons eligible to election. He thought, too, 
that it would be better if the Tyne, like the Tees, were made a 
free port, and the expenses of conservation defrayed by a rate. 

Mr. JoBN RoBiMBON, shipowDcr, South Shields, deposed 
that the insurance clubs did not prohibit the casting of ballast 
at sea. It ships were lost by the practice tbe insurance was 
paid. Tbe ballast does were so heavy that to prohibit easting 
at sea would be to prav^nt a ship from being used economically. 
He was one of a depuUtion to the River Ckimmittae which 
brought the practice under the notice of that body, but nothing 
was done. The buoys in the harbour were laid down by a Ux 
on shipping, under an act allowing tbe Corporation to borrow 
£20,000, This sum had been expended, and not more than a 
third of the moorings had been laid down. The Town CUrk 
applied to the Shipowners' Society of Sooth Shields to know it 
they would concur in an application to parliament for powers 
to borrow more money. Tbe shipowneia were dissatisfied with 
the lavish manner in which tbe loan already raised had been ex. 
pended,and therefore refused their concurrence. The shipowners 
of Shields bad no control over the expenditure. Tbej* contended 
for a share ol the management both of the moorings and the river 
police, inasmucb as they furnished the money for tbeiresUblish- 
meotandmaictenance.'Tbfy were successful as to tbe police, but 
not ibS moorings. With regard to the river, he believed that 
if it bad lieen let alone altogether it would have been in a better 
condition than it was at Ibe present time.' ('* Hear, hear," 
from Mr. Richmond.) It would be a good thing for the river 
and tbe district if tbe conservancy were placed in the bands of 
an independent body, having no cKclosive local interesL ' He 
thought the proposal to constitute a Commisrion composed of 
. four representatives from Newcastle, two from Gateshead, three 
from North Shields, and three from South Shields, was a fair 
one.— By Alderman Armstrong: The buoys and moorings were 
furnished by contract. Tbe price of iron was high at the time. 
Tbe loss took place m the labour, the workmen not being pro. 
perly lucked after.— Bv the Town Clerk: Tbe buoys already 
laid down were placed where such accommodation was most 
wanted.— By Alderman Armstiong: Tbe practice of easting 
ballast in the river had been brought under the consideration of 
the RivMiP Watch. It was the Shields members that brooght 
the matter forward, bat nothing was done. He thought it 
belonged to the Conservators, more than to the River Watch, 
to suppress the practice. 

A conversation ensued, originated by the Town Clerk of 
Gateshead (Mr. Kell), on the proposed composition of the Com- 
mission of Conservancy. The controversy might be styled 
*< Bridge vema Bar." Messrs. Clayton & Kell thought the 
higher part of tbe river, where there was the greater population, 
should have more representatives; while Messrs. Lietch & 
Kewney thought the lower part of the river, where there was a 
greater number of shipowners, should have at least an equality 
of members. Then came the question whether tbe higher or 
the lower portion of the river was the most important— whether 
the dwellers near the Bridge or the dwellers near tbe Bar wcfe 
the most likely to feel an interest in the proper treatment of 
Father Tyne:— a nice problem, which we cannot say that tbe 
disputants satisfactorily solved. What surprised us was, that 
nobody present— not even an Elder or a Younger Brother- put 
in a claim for the Trinity House to be represented at the 
Board. .^. 

At 7 o'clock the inquify was adjourned. 

Thursday, Fbbruart 15.— Mr. George Shotton, shipowner, 
gave evidence in support of the bill. Corporation' accounts 
were put in, and occupied considerable attention. Mr. R. 
Nicholson, C.E., was examined at great length. While 
expressing partial dissatisfaction with tbe river works, he threw 
no blame on Mr. Brooks, but said that be had been retarded in 
his operations. Greater expedition should have been rendered 
«a*y by greater pecuniary facilities. Adjourned to Friday. 

Friday, Frbbcart 16.— Mr. SiMpaon* C.B., gave evi. 
dence, in which he was very severe upon Tyne bridge as an 
obstacle to the good navigation of tbe riter He ^^^n said that 
Mr. Brooks had to contend with pari^^ Vl «Uo«\ft ol sand, 
coming down tbe river, vtbich were %itS;^ \)p"^i» hu present 
powers of resistance. He ougbx to \|^^%t( i^tsas afforded 
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him of roing mon qqickly forward with his improvemeDts, tnd 
of resorting more largely to dredging. He had seen no reason 
to donbt the skill or ability ol the Corporation Engineer, or bis 
desire to do all that was necessary to be done ; bat be had not 
seope enough given to him. He might refer to the Tees as a 
work of which Mr. Brooks or any other professional geotleman 
might feel justly proud. As to Jarrow Slake, he thought it 
would be well if it could be carried higher up the river, or if a 
little Slake were artificially formed above the bridge, which 
might easily be done. The intended effect might be got, how- 
ever, in another way— by operations on the channel. He 
thought the water Bowed out of the Slake at a time of tide when 
it could do little good. The Slake might probably be of use to 
Shields as a protection from land-floods. He understood that 
in the great flood of 1771 the Slake was the limit ot its ravages. 
The people of Shields were hardly sensible of ^he flood. From 
wbi&t be had heard of the affisirs of the Corporation he saw no 
difficulty that stood in the way of their improving the river 
with tbe greatest practicable rapidity. It must be perfectly 
easy for them, with their revenues, to raise any amount of 
money that might be necessary. Dredging was more practised 
in other rivers than io the Tyne. It was more applicable to 
most other rivers. Its bed was sandy. More could be fffected 
In the Tyne by giving direction to currents. Still, the dredger 
might be used to a greater extent by the Corporation than it 
was, and with good effect. The science of engineering had 
made great advances of late years. He did not approve of 
Reonic's line ol pier at the entrance of tbe harbour. No engi- 
neer of tbe present day would lay down such a line. Tbe Clyde 
had been narrowed and deepened— much more narrowed, io 
proportion to the width from shore to ihore, than was contem- 
plated hy Mr. Brooks in respect to the Tyne. A Glasgow ship, 
owner and merchant had told him that he saved £dOO a-year 
by getting his ships up to the Broomiclaw. He said he would 
rather pay the dues twice over than have to go down to Port 
Olasgow and other places, as he bad to do formerly. Shipowners 
were becoming less and less averse to dues, If they only got 
value received, in the form of better accommodation, for tbeir 
money. Tbe test of the good or bad condition ol a river, was 
the rate at which the tidal wave travelled over its bed. 

Mr. Simpson, who had given these answers io reply to gen- 
tlemen ou both sides, now got into a coDversation with CapL 
Washington. Two hours, it appeared, elapsed between high 
water in tbe haven and high water at Newcastle quay, showing 
the rate ot progress to be flve miles an boor. On the Clyde 
and tbe Thames the rate is 20 miles an hour, and on the 
Orwell (IiMwich river) 30 miles. ** Give me money ,"* said Mr. 
Siapsoir,**and I should find no difficulty in obtaining a velo- 
eiu of 80 miles an hour in the Tyne." 

Some documentary evidence was now put in, and the case of 
the promoters dosed. 

The Town Clsbk stated the case of tbe Corporation. We 
have not room for a full outline of bis statement this week, and 
will therefore give no outline at all, but reserve tbe learned gen- 
tleman's address for our next number. He. concluded by 
stating that he would call evidence, first, as to the ballast 
question. 

Mr. RoBBST SwiNBU'ANB, of South Shields, stated that the 
company to which be belonged had a wharf 250 yards long, at 
which five or six vessels in length could lie. Upwards of 
£10yOOO was invested in the establishment, and more could be 
delivered than the quantity which was brought. Tbe Corpora- 
tion paid them U^d. per ton, and the shipowners 4|d. per ton 
additional for eraneage. Got nothing for the ballast. Had to 
pay tbe Dean and Chapter 2d. per ton lor permission to 
deposit, and 2id. when the quantity exceeded 20,000 tons. 
There was not a proper return for tbe capital invested. Did 
Bot see bow the charge could be diminished, except by the 
does of the Corporation being reduced. 

Mr. EowABD Kbmp Fairlbs stated that he bad a very 
convenient ballast wbarf, with deep water. Deposited it 
where it could not possibly fall into tbe river. Ballast was 
east into the sea, bot not to save tbe dues. It was to get 3d. a 
ton more for freight When vessels went out again to cast 
ballast, it was from an imaginary feeling— not for any practical 
benefit Never beard of any person applying lor a ballast 
liceose at North Shields, and being refused. Had seen ballast 
thrown into the river from keels, and within the last fortnight, 
near his own wbarf. Did not think the practice was carried to 



the extent of eighty tons out of a hundred. Did not think that 
more than fifty tons out ol a hundred were thrown in. Believed 
that ninety foreign vessels out of a hundred'osed the.ballast 
cranes. . ^' . , . . 

Mr. Thomas Salmon stated.^ that he had a convenient 
ballast wharf, and had invested £12,000. in the business. 
Carried it by a railway throogh Dean. and Chapter land. ' The 
deposit was 27 acres, which he had bought of the lessor. 
Paid 3d. per ton to the Dean and Chapter. Charged 4dJ per 
ton for eraneage. The charge was fid., but the Corporation 
licenses restricted it to 4d. 

Mr. William Wake, harbonr maator. stated thai there 
were ten messenj^ers under the ballast office. Believed that 
the great proportion of foreign Teasels delivered at the cranes. 
Thought that many vessels would cast it at sea in. summer, if 
there were no dues. Never knew of any connivance on Uie 
part of men nnder him. In a case that Mr. Fairies had given 
information of, nothing was done, because the ballast paper 
from Hull showed the quantity to be nearly right, and' the 
messengers denied that any bad gone into the river. [Mr. 
Fairies said that he took a boat, and went to one of the keel- 
men whose name was Charlton, and asked. where. the mes- 
senger was, and he said he had gone with the other keel.] 

Mr. William Wilkinson, formerly a steamboat master, 
tendered evidence on this point; and, having been sworn, 
said that, one night, ten or twelve years ago,- he saw five 
keels discharging ballast at once, and knew that 77 or 78 
tons had been thrown from one vessel.' Was seldom ont at 
night without seeing it. 

Mr. John Bell, the late harbonr master, stated that when 
in office he was vigilant in watching the ballast-keelmen. 
Never took a bribe, and never had one offered to him. 

Mr. Jacob Danson, ballast inspector, stated that thirteen 
ballast places were nnder his inspection. The wharves 
required little inspection.: Had a man at Willington to 
superintend the proper deposit of ballast. A little had ^one 
sometimes in a neavy gale,- but nothing to injure the nver. 
The charge to Vessels was is. fid. per ton altogether, being 
4d. cheaper than at the cranes. 

Mr. Joseph Salkeld, employed in overlooking the Wil- 
lington groyne, stated that, on Saturday ni^ht, a narrow slip 
of chalk rubbi^ had fallen in for about thirty yards, in the 
high tide and southerly wind. There was bnt a small por- 
tion. 

Mr. Brooks expressed his conviction that nothing had gone 
into the river from Willington groyne which would reisUy 
injure it. 

Adjourned at a quarter to 7 till 9 in the morning. 

e 

GATESHEAD BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 

Thb fortnightly meeting took place on Saturday, Feb. 10, (J . 
Cowen, Esq., in tbe chair). 

Mr. RowNTRBB referred to a resolution .passed at the last 
meeting ot the Guardians, to tbe effect that, owing .to the 
decrease of cholera in Gateshead, the medical officer lor the 
district was competent to attend to the whole' of the cases 'in 
future, but that he should have power to call in. assistance, if 
required. In consequence of this resolution, 'the. Sanitary 
Committee had met, and decided that, their arrangements 
for medical relief having been altered by the Guardians without 
conbulliog them on the subject, it was their duty to resign ; 
and they|did so accordingly. Mr. Rowntree said he bad stated 
that tbe Guardians had no wish to treat the Committee un- 
courteously, but were at all times most anxious to meet their 
views; there being, however, no longer any necessity for so 
large a number of medical officers, tbe Guardians had come to 
the resolution which the Committee objected to. 

Tbe Chairman said, tbat be must confess his surprise at 
the resolution of the Committee. He believed there was only 
one feeling in that Board, and that was to do everything in 
their power to meet the emergency; and he had hoped the 
people ol Gateshead would have assisted them. The medical 
bills had been before the Board, amounting to upwards of £68. 
Expense was never thought of, provided no unnecessary outlay 
took place. It must be recollected that the Guardians acted 
for the whole Union, and these expenses were paid oat of the 
common fund, and not by the parish only where the outlay 
took place. He regretted that any misonderstaoding had 
occurred. 
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A letter was read from the Poor Law Board io London, 
reommeiidiDff, in accordAOce with a lagicestioo from tbe Board 
of Health, that lome alteration be made io tbe diet of the 
inmates of the workhouse durinfc the prevalence of di»ease in 
tbe neighbourhood, whereby more solid food should be 
allowed. It was then propoied by Mr. JotspH RoB80N,and 
seconded by Mr. IVilliam Douglas, that io luiare tbe 
dietary table should be altered as follows :— 

rsiTiousLT. IN vnroBB. 

•nndaydiansr ^ BMf. Bref. 

Mondty Broth. Soap. 

Tmsday Soap. Be«r. 

Wedamday Beef. Saet Pnddlog. 

Tbundty Broth. Beef. 

Frldsy Soot Padding. Stiot Padding. 

Sotardsy Soap. Soop. 

Breakfast and sapper to be in accordance. — The alterations 
were agreed to nnanimonsly. The change will cost aboot 2^6, 
per bead per week eitra, making the total cost a iiule over 
3s. l}d. per head for provisions. 

A letter was read from Dr. Barkus, resigning the office of 
Medical Officer for the Gateshead District. 

Outdoor ReUe/f Fortnight tndmg February 12. 

FfRftT WBBK. 
Nombor. Moooy. Kind. ToUl. 

eoMsbotd 1193 ..£8113 7| .. £0 ..£8113 7| 

Howorth 314 .. 17 18 9 •• 1 lA 3 .. 19 14 

Whiekhsa «)7 .. 13 16 9 .. 9 .. 13 18 

Winltton 649 .. 33 15 .. 1 A 6 .. 35 6 

Flrstwock 9993 £147 4 1| £3 9 9 £160 6 I04 

SECOND WBBK. 

eatsobood .«....1]09 ..£61 15 Hi ..£000 ..£51 15 lli 

Hoiiorth 999 .. 17 13 9 .. .. 17 13 9 

Whiokham 949 .. 13 17 6 .. .. 13 17 5 

Winlalon 549 .. 33 18 .. .. 33 18 



Sooond week ....9199 £117 5 14 
FerUilght ^....4485 904 9 9| 

BeUefin the Workhauu. 

Firstweok^ 184 ....£17 9 9 

SeooDdwoek^......^ 189 ..,. 10 13 74 

Total relief, oatdoor and Indoor.* £301 8 44 

NEWCASTLE TOWN COUNCIL. 
An adjoorned meeting waa held on Feb. 20. The minutes 
of the last meeting baring been read, a resolution was 
adopted, on the suggestion of Mr. Ralph Doddb, instructing 
tiie Town Improvement Committee to avail themselves. S 
ponible, of the opportunity afforded bj the late fire at Mr. 
Angus's coaoh-manufactory, of opening a street between the 
Bigg-market and Weatgate-atreet, in continuation of Grain- 
ger-atreet. 

Mr. Haolb then brought forward the motion of which he 
had given notice:—*' That the Bill which it is proposed to Iajt 
before Parliament touching the Conservatorship^ of the River 
Tpie ia erroneoua in principle, unjust in detail, and ought 
to be opposed, b J the boroughs of Newcastle, Gateshead, 
Tynemouth, and South Shielas." Mr. Harle introduced his 
resolution at great length, showing the imnrovements made 
in tiie river of late vears, and contending tnat the Corpora- 
tion of Newcastle had executed the duties of the conserva- 
torship ably and faithfully; that the people of Shields had 
not only made out no ease, but that they were actuated by 
hostility and hatred of Newcastle; that the people of Ghttes- 
head had themselves to blame for not havmg public quays 
and improvements^ for if the Boroughholders, instead of 
pocketing their pitiful allotments of the public property on 
Benaham and the Fell, some years a^o, had applied the value 
of them to public puxposes, they might have destroyed both 
Pipewellgate and Hillgate, one of which was a pestilence 
and the other a nuisance; Uiat he was sorr^ to see his friends 
in Chtte^iead leaguing themselves with Shields against New- 
castle; that the Newcastle Corporation was the proper party 
in whom the management of the river should be vested; that 
the River Committee, which contained one surgeon, seven 
manuJhctnrers and merchants, one banker, one plasterer, 
one paper-dealer, three shipowners, and four attorneys, waa 
an admirable and excellent set of persons for the manage- 
ment of the river, and much superior to the Commissioners 
of either the Wear or the Teea, a great portion of whom were 
mere oountry gentlemen ; that the detaila of the Conservancy 



Bill were unfust as well as absurd, inaamueh as it claimed a 
full half of the whole Commission for North and South 
Shields, and adopted one constituent body for Newcastle and 
Gftteahead, and a quite different one (vis., shipowners only) 
for North and South Shields. Why should shipowners only 
be entrusted with river matters t or if so, why did the biU 
not entrust Newcastle and Gateshead interests to shipowners! 
He hoped and believed that the bill, even if it did pass the 
Commons, would never go through the Lords. 

Mr. Philipson seeonded the motion. 

Mr. Brockbtt proposed as an amendment the aeries of 
resolutions of which he had given notice. (See our laat 
number.) He said that when he saw Mr. Harle's notice he 
was sure that the speech with which it would be introduced 
would be out of all proportion to the length of the motion, 
and therefore he had resolved to reverse Mr. Harle's plan of 
operations; so, instead of troubling the Council with a short 
motion and a long speech, he would give them a long reaolu- 
tion and a short speech. Mr. Harle had been occupied an 
hour and a half in killing a giant of his own creation— an 
enemy of the Corporation with whom he (Mr. Brockett) had 
no connection, in his resolutions there would not be found 
one word of accusation against the Corporat on ; and had Mr. 
Harle's memory been perfect, he would have remembered 
that Gateshead, instead of being hostile to, had always been 
ready to cooperate with Newcastle, in defence of the posi- 
tion to which that town was i ustly entitled. The Corporation 
of Gateshead had petitio.ied, certainly, in favour of placing 
the conservancy of the river in commission; but in their 
petition not one svllable of crimination towards the Newcastle 
Corporation would be found. It was not right, therefore, 
and he protested against representing them as in hostility to 
Newcastle. On the contrary, their niendahip was not con- 
fined to after-dinner expressions of fraternity:— they showed 
it, when need required, by their deeds—and they would do 
so still. As he bad fully embodied his views in his resolu. 
tions, (which, if not carried, would some day or other be 
referred to with perhaps different feelings from those vrith 
which they might be received to day,) he would simply pro* 
pose them, without detaining the Council any longer. He 
nad added a line to his notice of motion, to the effect that a 
petition should be presented praying to be heard by counsel 
against the provisions of the bill, in order to secure the right 
of being so heard; as he understood, unless such a petition 
was presented, the Corporation wotdd be excluded from a 
hearing. 

No one seconded the resolutions. 

Mr. Albxandbr George Gray said he dissented from a 
great part of what Mr. Harle had said, although he could not 
concur in all the opinions of Mr. Brockett. He looked upon 
the river as the property of the whole people of England, 
and thought the people of Shields had a just right to advance 
their elaims to participate in the conservancy, without being 
subjected to the remarks which had been made upon them 
by Mr. Harle. 

The amendment not baring been seconded, the original 
resolution was put and carried, Mr. Brockett s hand ^ing 
the only one held up against it. 

Petitions against the Conservancy and North Shields Quay 
and Improvement Bills were then adopted, and ordered to be 
sealed, on the motion of Aid. Armstrong 

The Town Clerk rebutted a charge that had been made 
a^insthim at Shields of endeavouring to " forge new chains' 
for the shipowners. The latter had complained that the 
moorings at Shields were insufficient in number ; and the 
River Committee, being anxious to accommodate the ship- 
owners, had proposed to apply to parliament for power to 
borrow more money on the security of the rates leried under 
the Port Act than that Act authorised, but without increasing 
the rates— and that was the chain they were accused of 
forging. He also stated the progress of the bills, and of the 
inquiries before Capt. Washington. 

The meeting then adjourned to the 28th of March. 
— • _„.... 

A SuccBSSFUi. ExpBBtMBVT.^M. and Mrs. Randetl, 
known io the •• Far W«»i" •»•• Uk«o«lebrat«d B^lflh|i^»usn<l(rtSDiiM/ ' 
having prodaosd a lad wc\ft\kVuf % tou\A% «t » Aat^^*^^^>^« Bvitm 
Chronotypt proolaiosa t^B «^«ai ^« ** ^^ tvJri^t* ,i^\^ •xpertoMiit, in 
modern times, in the pro&u«WoD of % «««,« J«\ waOv«* It Omj thould m 
on/' Jsok" will be w«.nU4 h^»» ^ ^</' 
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DEATH OF GEORGE SILVEKTOP, ESQ., 



(From the Gatethead ObserveVy Feb. 24, 1849.) 



Wb believe that, in anDoancine the death of Mr. Silvertop, 
we are declaring an event which will stir with sorrow, of 
different degrees, the hearts of thousands. Few persons, 
indeed, occupying the position of a coontry sentleman, have 
been more extensively known, or have left behind more 
caose to lament their departure from the world. 

Gheorge Silvertop, Esq., died of disease of the heart, at his 
seat of Minsteracres, in the county of Northumberland, on 
the night of Tuesday, the 20th instant, in the 75th year of his 
age. He was a Deputy Lieutenant of his County, a Poor 
Law Guardian of the Union in which he lived, and a leading 
member of many public institutions. 

Mr. Silvertop was the eldest son of John and Catherine 
Silvertop, of Minsteracres,* and was born at Ben well House, 
near Newcastle, on the 6th of January, 1775. Like most 
Catholic gentlemen of that period, he received the early part 
of his education at the college of Douay. He completed his 
studies at the Catholic establishment of Old Hall Green, near 
London. 

Mr. Silvertop succeeded to his paternal estate, and came 
into the scenes of active life, at the outbreak of the war 
between Great Britain and revolutionary France. That war, 
whatever might be the policy of it, was at first highly popu- 
lar with the British nation ; various associations were spon- 
taneously entered into for its support; and volunteer compa- 
nies were formed throughout the countrv for military defence 
against the threatened aggression of France. Into these 
measures for national protection Mr. Silvertop entered with 
the ardour which distinguished him at all periods of his life. 
He was appointed captain-commandant of a local corps (the 
Bywell volunteers), and is said to have exhibited in that 
capacity considerable taste and talent foV the military pro- 
fession. Indeed, his efficiency in his new duties was so well 
admitted, and he had attached his corps to him so warmly by 
his spirited demeanor and conciliatory habits, that before the 
dissolution of the volunteer associations, at the close of the 
war in 1814, his companions in the cause of national defence 
presented him with a sword of the value of one hundred 
guineas, as a testimony of their confidence and esteem. 

At the peace of 1^14, Mr. Silvertop went abroad. He waa 
in Italy at the time of King Murat's brief and disastrous 
campaign against Austria, and, together with several English- 
men of distinctio.., was for a time placed in a critical posi- 
tion between the hostile armies. In the same year, Mr. 
Silvertop visited the island of Elba, and was admitted to a 
private interview with the Emperor Napoleon, then the im- 
prisoned sovereign of the island. The views and opinions 
freely expressed to him at that conference, by the remarkable 
man who, at the beginning of this century, fixed the asto- 
nishment ot the world, wore full of deep and stirring interest. 
On his return to England, Mr. Silvertop published au account 
of his interview with the Emperor, which was much sought 
alter, and read with aridity. Shortly afterwards, iu conse- 
quence of his reputation as a man of high character, discretion, 
and ability, be waa selected by Lord Liverpool's Cabinet as 
the medium of private communication between Great Britain 
and the &ee of Romei on matters affecting the condition of 
British Roman Catholics. Although the negotiation waa 
unproductive of satisfactory results, Mr. Silvertop acquitted 
himself of his difilcult and delicate trust vrith acknowledged 
talent and address. 

in 18*29 the Catholic Relief Bill passed. In the following 
year, Mr Silvertop was appointed by the Crown High Sheriff 
of the County of Northumberland, being the first Roman 
Catholic gentleman who had filled that ancient office in 
Great ^Britain since the time of William the Third. The 
office was invested, at that particular moment, with more 
than usual responsibility, on account of the agitation for the 
memorable Reform Bill by which the whole kingdom was 
thrown into a dangerous political convulsion. In this 
mighty struggle Mr. Silvertop warmly sympathized with the 
hopes and exertions of the Liberal party. He was, indeed, 
both by the circumstances of his position and by reflection, 
a Whig in politics ; and though ne commonly asserted his 
opinions with tiiat gentleness and moderation which were the 
amiable characteriatics of his nature, he continued through 

* Albert Silvertop, of Stella, on the Tjne, a few milee weet from 
6ate«be»d, wes bom in 1667. Be msrried Mary, daaghter of Joeepb 
Dann, of Blaydon. Tbeir eldest eon, George, wm born od the 2id of 
Febraury, 1705, and married Bridget, daogbtvr of Henry Wbiuingbam, 
of Whittingham Hall, Lanoaehire. TbeIr only son, Jobn, eaeeeeded to 
theeetates. He married, in 177S, Gethartnc, secood dangbier of Sir 
Henry Laweon, of Broufb, by whom be bad tesao — 1. George (the 
deeeseed), born January 0, 1774-75, at Benwell Bou«e.(»bo died on- 
married). X Jobo, («bo died youog). 9. Henry, »bo oaarried Blisa. 
b«tb, dangbier of Tbomae Witbam, Beq., and niece and beireee of Wil- 
liam Wlibam, Beq., of Ollflb Bbor, and aisnmed ibe name of Witbam. 
He died a few year* ago.— 4. Gbarlcs.— 6. Mary, (who died yoong). 



life a sincere and enlightened advocate of rational and ooniti- 
tutional liberty. Mr. Silvertop's last public appearance, in a 

folitical capacity, was on the hustings of Ilarlington in 
847, to nominate Lord Harry Yane for the representation of 
South Durham. 

It was a matter of surprise to manjr, and to some of the 
intimate friends of Mr. Silvertop a subject of regret, that he 
did not avail himself of the opportunities which were open to 
him, after Catholic Emancipation, of entering Parliament, 
for which his tastes, his general information, and habits of 
business, gave him remarkable qualifications. It is known 
that the late Duke of Cleveland offered him a seat for one of 
the boroughs in his patronage before the enactment of the 
Reform Bill ; and, s^ter that event, occasion was not want- 
ing by which Mr. Silvertop might have secured for himself an 
honourable place in the national coundla. He^ however, 
declined the temptation, and except that he exercised to the 
last the duties of a Magistrate ana Poor Law Ghsardian, and 
was the earnest and liberal promoter of every public inatitn- 
tion of merit, he continued through life in a private station. 
But he made private station a post of usefulness and honour. 
His conduct was a model for those who occupy what is 
associated with some of the proudest recollections of English- 
men—the post of a country gentleman. His habits of self- 
regulation (that most arduous of moral obligations), his 
scrupulous punctuality in all he undertook, together with hit 
diligence and actirity, enabled him to carry on, apparently 
without effort, a variety of meritorious occupations and 
pursuits, and, at the same time, to leave no ordinary duty of 
his station not well performed. As yon approached his 
residence, the well built and regulated school, the eareful 
provision for public worship (though of another's faith), the 
comfortable cottages and tne attachment of their inmates, 
told his constant solicitude for the welfare of his humble 
dependants. His sympathv for merit struggling with 



difficulty was well 



by the history of Mr.Xoughy 



the now celebrated sculptor. Mr. Lough was a native of the 
obscure locality of Mu£;gleinprick, near Minsteracres. There 
Mr. Silvertop found him, and was the first to notice and 
earnestly ana liberally to foster the recognized genius of the 
fri^^ndless artist. To his own associates Mr. Silvertop was 
endeared, not only by his indiridual worth, but by the 
thousand indefinite charities and nameless cordialities by 
which his friendship was ever accompanied. Those who saw 
Mr. Silvertop only amid the gay amenities of London life, or 
even in the genial shadow of his own friendly and hospita- 
ble roof, might imagine that the pleasures of social inter, 
course were among the most attractive objects of his life. 
The fact was far otherwise His life waa something better 
than a mere chase after personal or frivolous enjoyments. 
He appreciated, indeed, tne charm of polished society; but 
he valued both himself and others for solid qualities, not lor 
the gloss upon their surface. He had nothing of that 
effeminate fastidiousness of the simple and the useful, too 
common with tliose of his station, by which they imitate the 
vices, while they shrink from the corresponding virtues of 
feudality. On the contrary, he saw in the lowliest cottager 
a member, like himself, of the great social system, and he 
showed that humble man the most cordial respect whenever 
he performed the functions allotted to him wiw honesty and 
good faith. 

Courteous indeed he waa to every one, and kind, and gentle, 
and patient towards the poorest person who approached him : 
but he was, far more devotedly, upright, generous, just, and 
true. He was firmlv attached to his Church, by education 
and by conriction; but he was no anathematizer of the 
consciences nor scoffer at the faith of others. He was, 
indeed, more than tolerant— he was charitable in the noblest 
meaning of the term, and towards his fellow creatures of 
every creed and condition. If the refinement in his manners, 
and the appreciated worth of his character, made him a 
welcome guest in the saloons of fashion or the halls of rank 
and power, he was found, too, in the abodes where few are 
visitants— in the house of mourning, and sickness, and want. 

To Mieory'e darkeetoabin known— 

His generoae eare was e?er nigh. 

Where hopeleee Angoish ponr'd hi* groan, 

And looeleee Want retired to die. 

We are noticing the departure from among us of this 
estimable man, to record tne leading circumstances of his 
life, not to pronounce his eulogy. That will be spoken by 
the families whose union and dearest interests his friendly 
interposition preserved— by the neighbours whose differences 
he reconciled— by the enemies to each other whose hands he 
joined in lasting forg^iveness andpeaee— and by the thousand 
woika of mercy which have followed him to the world of 
light and love. 
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THE ADMIRAI/JT AND THE TYSE. 

RIVEK CONSERVANCY BILL 
W9 retame our report ol the pr«>oeedingN before Capt 
WAtPlfi«TON| the Admirmlty Inspector, appoipted, undrr the 
fipaeni tUtnte, to inquire on the bpoc iDto the meriu ol the T>iie 
Cont^rvAQ^y Bill* introdoced into piirliament by parties at 
^Oltb and Sovtb Sbirldiiy and intended to tran»fer ibe Conser. 
?ator9bip from the Corporation ol Ne«ea>tle to a CommiMion. 
Tbi TOWN Clbkk (Mr. Clayton), who row in the 
Merpbanta' Cenrt, Guildhall, Newcatile, on Friday, the 16tb 
F«b.f to state the ease of the Corporation in opposition to the 
bill, (and ot whose address we proiiii8«'d to give an outline io 
pur present Donber,) opened with an alluMon to the Urge 
daveiopoMent of the organ ol appropriation manifestly esi«ting 
la tbe promoters of the Tyne Con«ervancy Bill. They claimed 
In alienate posaessions which had bf longed to the Corporation of 
Newcastle before tbe time of legal memory. 1 hey porpostd 
•n inroad on rested interests and a ? iolaiion of the right* of 
property, which, be would vrnture to sav, whs without precedent 
or parallel. 1'be port of Newcastli*, the object ol this attack. 
was one of tbe oldest in the kingdom— coe«al with that of 
LoBdoQ. Tlie Corporation held tbe town and river dues in fee- 
farm rent under the Crown beyond tbe time of Irgal memory— 
which, a» the Court was well aware, dated from tbe return of 
RIebard tbe Third fmm Ibe Holy Land. A charter of Henry 
tbe Second, reeognising and conHroiinf their title, describc4 
the rent as an ancient rent. Tbeif rights and privileges were 
eoaferred upon them by the Crown, not arbitrarily and gratui- 
toesly, but in consideration of good officet* done to tbe SiatCp 
Rewards were befttowi*d upon the town for its services in w%r. 
In ancient charters Newcastle was deseribed as "a sound 
fbidd and delenee against tbe inrasions and frequent in«uUsof 
the Scotch." As well might a proposal be msde to strip a 
nobleman of estates acquired in like manner by his aoceftiors, 
OD tbe pretest that be expended too little ol his income on 
improvements, as to oust tbe Corporation of Newcastle from 
tlie enjoyment of revenues now coveted by tbe promoters of 
this bill, tbe rrgistered shipowners of Shields. He could not 
believe that either the one proposal or tbe other would be 
Kstroed to with much gravity by tbe legislature of thi» king, 
dom. The due of twopence per chaldron on onel exported from 
tbe Tyne, now sought to be alienated, did not operate a« a tax 
00 shipping, but on collieries; and it was as clear m* noonday 
that tbe Corporation had the right to apply it to general 
^orposea. The barbonr- dues -—dues 00 goods and mer. 
chaodiae— feU epon tbe merchant, not tbe shipowner. Mr. 
Lieteb bad referred to tbe application of 1837 for an act 
eoovertinff tbe prrgcriptive title of tbe Corp«»ration to their 
dpti (the coal-due excepted) into a parliamentary title. He 
9$id tlie shipowners ol Shields were not awnre of tbe intention 
to apply for such an act, and aeeused tbe Corporation 01 
•tealing a march upon theoL Now, the usual descriptive 
•oUees of the bill were publi»hed; and he further wrote to Mr. 
Tiultjj SecreUry ol the North Shields Shi|io«nent* Society, 
•ad Mr, Robert Anderson, Chairman ot the South Shirlds 
SbipowQcrs' Society, eneloslnir a schedule of the town and ship 
4am to be charged onder the bilU He did not blame Mr. 
Liateh; be bad spoken, no doubt, according to his instructions: 
b«t h» sbipowning Inends ought to have been more candid 
with him, and to have protected him from falling into mis- 
npreaeiitatioB. There was no concealment. Not only wa« 
^blie notice given of the nature of the bill, and a private com* 
pvBication made to tbe Societies of Shipowners in North and 
Sooth Shields, but iu provuioos were debated in the Town 
Cosaeil, whose meetings were open to the Press, and whose 
viidom and whose tolly were rhronicled in the newspapers of 
tkedav. (Laaghter.) In 1841, tbe Corporation, according to 
Mr. Ltelcb,wera again at work smngglinc another bill throogh 
piarliaaeDt. (Laaghter.) Now the notice of intention to apply 
itar this hill was very short and easily read, and it clearly 
iteM that powers were proposed to be taken to borrow money. 
It eiteDded the power of borrowing, and further reduced tbe 
Iowa and quay dnet. Tbe law did not r«-quire that the 
prmritlaB relating to tbe raising of money should be nanMd in 
the Mtlee; hnt, nevertheless, it was so named. Sir Cbarlct 
Of^,thap the member lor 1>nemoQtb, oppo»ed the bill in tbe 
Bo«M of Cmmm»i Aftd « peiitioo against it, from partita Ui 



Shields, was presented to the Rome of tordsb 
present esoellent arrangement in pailiament, adopted in lata 
▼ears, the bill was referred by their lordships to a committee el 
ive impartial members of their house; and that committee^ 
preaided over by Lord Bexley, unanimously reported in itf 
favour, and it passed into a law. Tnen, as to tbe dutf on a^ip 
and boat, that was a harbour doty, payable by the shtpewners. 
By the Port Act one third of tbe expense of tbe river-poliof 
was charged upon that due. The moorings were borne soldw 
by a tax of a farthing per ton on shipping; to which, in 1S49| 
before it was imposMl, the shipowners bad consented, in 
preference to the plan of payment Io individunts for the n«e ol 
private mooring posts. When the sum of £90/XX), borro«ed| 
under that act of parliament, «a< expended, and tbe loan wa| 
paid off, the ux would cease. This charge, he was reminded, 
did not tall only upon the shipowners ot the Tyne, but oponau 
shipping frrquenting the river. Mr, Robinson, of Soatl| 
Shields, who was examined on Wednesday, spoke of n eprrea^ 
pondence on the solijt^t of the moorings, which had passed 
between bimsrll f Mr. Cla? ton) and Mr. Adams, tbe Secretary 
of the South Shields Shipowners' Society. He fiad stopped Uu 
Kewney when he wa« asking the witness to state the contenta 
of the letter to Mr. Adams, because tbe letter wu in emisteoea 
to speak for itself, and therefure secondary evidence as ta itf 
character was not admitt»ii»le. Mr. Kewney suggested an 
imputation that he wished to keep back the tacts of the correa- 
pondi^nce. That impntption proceeded from the shortness of 
their aequaintance. They had not bad tbe pleaanre of knowing 
each other more than a few days, or he wxa sure that Mr* 
Kewney woold not for a moment have thought him capable ef 
withholding iniornation from Cape Wavbingtan. He inlarr 
rupted the eanminaiion from no disposition to throw teohnical 
points ol law in the way of this inquiry; but he had the 
letter— he intended to produce it— and he thought it better thai 
CapL Washington should bear what it had to say lor itself 
than receive Mr. Robinson's rrcollection of what be had heard 
about it. One of the metaphorical orators ot the port ei 
Shields had represented it as an overture towards * tojrging 
further and heavier chains^ lor the shipowners of thcTynei 
But what was the fact Mr. Adams, in his capacity el 
Secretary to the Shipowners' Society ot South Shields, had 
written to rrqaest that tbe River Committee would go dowa| 
and see the dangerous state of the harbour. He referred to the 
inetAeiency of the moorings at the Pontop and Brandlin| 
drops, (private moorings, with which the Corporation ha| 
nothing to do). He said that complaints were made that an 
act of parliament had been got, and still South Shields was left 
without aMMMiugs ; and the shipowners wereanxioui that the 
deHcicney should be remedied with as little delay as poaaibkv 
there being no efficient moorings on tbe south side of the river 
with tbe exception of those opposite the wet dockit Hf 
(Mr. Clayton) sent Mr. Adams the followiog reply:— 

Nrwvasilr, 3Ui DMsmber, lg|?. 

81 a,^The River Oemmftuw have bad nodsr their •oosidersilon year 
Istter of the I6ib InsL Ttodr ausDiloo hM been, as roe arc awam, Hi 
Cba gfsi iascaaes diiMlae la plaaing aroprr naoffngi In thoM parlsaf 
tbe barboar wheta Ibe want af ta«ini was mosft sevaraly Ml: and in 
doing sa ibey have espaoderf £U,iMl af Ibe JiOjOOO appllsaMe aaisf 
tbe Aoi of Parlia «eai far thai purpose. 

Tba Comsiltise aoltrvljr agree with yoo in tbe desirableness of plastag 
maarings In tba silMiioDs pointed oat br yoar letter; aad after makini 
toll allowaaee fbr the relief libel v lo be affardad 10 that pari of Iba bm^ 
bear by means af tba pro|Mipd Jurrew Doeke, Ibey are af opinlaa IhHI 
£10,000 ar £lt,0OO moel be a sprwded la aMoiiacs an Iba saalb side af 
tbe rfver. la order la tfTMi ibis. It will be n saesaary ibal tba toad 
applieabla la moorings sboald be fncrraeed; and tbe Commftt«a wauM 
be glad ta know bow fbr iba ebiaowaen will be dispossd lo ssas nr 10 
me prsaeadingi naeassary for ibai parpoee. 

I remain, IM., 
I Adaam, Esq. , Bon. Ssa. thipawnara' Jonn OaatfMi. 



Sneb was the letter on which the Shields speaher founded bb 
charge. (Ml, Mease was understood to ask if the Corporatioa 
had not a bill in preparation f ) No x nothing of the kind. Mr* 
Adaass originated the correspondence, and all that be did mu 
to write tbe latter just read. (We understood Mr. Meaio ta 
say— but we heard him indistinctly— that bio informatkit 
went Inrther than that. Mr. Clayton was prooeedmg, wbe» 
Mr. Uetch inqoiied if he propnaed to put in the resolotio^ 
passed by the South Shields Shipowners' Society, oa tbo 
receipt ot bio letter. Mr. Clayton said he had act got a eopxt « 
Mr* Meaie, handing tbo Raoiation aeroot the tabk^ «dd 9"^ 
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MbM fii|ipT7 tbe delleienejr. Mr. Clayton reaA the resoliitlon. 
it inpiitM watte and estravmjcaDce to the Corporation in ib« 
ditborsement of the iBooey already borrowed, and refu«ed to 
tntntit an additional sum to tbdr control.) This (rontinomf 
Ifr.'ClaytoD) wu an echo of tbe cbarxe wtoich Capr. Wa»binir- 
ton bad already heard from Mr. RobtoMn. Mr. flobin*on,it 
woold be recollected, when asked if tbe ooorings already laid 
down by tbe Corporation bad been placed in tbone parts of tbe 
harbour where they were most woniediidmitted that they had. 
Bat be aatd they were not laid down ^onomically. He did not 
fo into details. He acknowledgrd that tbe materiaU— (be 
booyi and moorings—were supplied by contract; botbewd 
there was a waste of time and laboor— the worlimeo «ere not 
so sharply looked alter as they shoold have been. He (the 
Town Clerk) would show that this was incorrect— that tbe bnoys 
were pot down cheaply ; and Capt. Washington woold find, 
before they were donr, that the respectable and eminent firm of 
Pow dc Fiiwcas, of North Shields bad forged the only chains 
which the Corporation had Inflicted upon the shipowners of the 
Tyne. (Laogbter.) Uwould beadmitted, the lactsbeiog laid open, 
that the gentleman who accused him of an attempt to ** forge 
Inrther and heavier chaink** lor the shipowner, was not quite lair 
in his^ttatement. But allowances must lie made for the fervour 
of an orator's feelings when denooncinc on a platform in 
Shields the tyranny of the Corporation of Newcastle. (Laugh, 
ter.) Another speaker— he was fond both of hearing and 
reading speeches, and had derived oonsiderable enjoyment 
from those which bad reached him from tbe month of the 
Tyne— another orator bad declared himself favourable to an 
'^ aggressive policy." He said that Bonaparte learried on an 
aggressive wariare, and that the da«hinff attacks of Bonaparte 
apon his neighbours were successful ; and therefore he was an 
advocate^ in thia war with tbe Corporation of Newcastle, of an 
"aggresKivc policy." It was certainly true (hat Napoleon 
Bonaparte was aggre«8i»e, and that his avgressions were sue* 
oeasfni. He bad aNo read of another icentleman— one Riebard 
Torpin (laughter)— who purwurd an ** aggrvssive policy,** and 
with considerable success. Bonapiirte and Turpin were both 
fuceessfol in their af?ressions— /or a time. But only for a 
time. In the end, the one was transported and tbe other hung. 
He hoped that his friend in Shielda, who was enamoured of an 
*< aggressive policy ,** would take warnine, and htop short in 
time, lest the fate of his model. Napoleon Bonaparte, or, worse 
•till, that of the other aggressor, Richard Turpin, should cut 
him short in his wild career. (Laughter.) The Town Clerk, 
after a remark or two upon the right of the Curpormtion in the 
soil of the Tyne, entered opob a short view of ibe history of the 
river during tbe la»t sixty years. He found in the records of 
the Corporation no notice «»f any improvements earlier than the 
Tear 17B7. A plan of that date was now on tbe table, prepared 
by tbe late Mr. Fryer, a wbonl master, who bad paid much 
attention to tbe river. It libowed the existence of cenain siones 
near the entrance of tbe harbour, abreuMt tbe barracks; and a 
proieet seemed to have been formed for their removal. A news. 
paper of the day contained a paragraph stating that Ibe siones 
had been removed liet«een tbe Black Middens and tbe Mussel 
Sealp. It waa very pleasant, ftaid the writer, to see sbioH marmuv- 
ring where mortal eye had ne^er seen shipv to mar oeuvrebrfore 
riaoghter), unless wb?n they drove on shore; and the paraierapb 
Wtowed great praise on tbe ** ingenious individual" who bad 
eflbeted this impnneiBent. [Capt. Washington inquir«*d, but 
no one could say, who this ** ingenious individual" was.l Tbe 
next promini>nt incident in the history ol tbe ri^er occurred in 
the yiar 1800, when the Corporation were indicted lor obstruct- 
ing the navigation oi the ri«er by ihe Dolwick and other sands. 
They were tried at the Northumberland assises by a special 
jury, and, be was happy to say, w«>re ** honourably arquitted." 
(Laughter.) Ono of ihe witnesses subrmnaed to gi%e evidence 
was Mr. Fryer; and before tbe trial be wrote a letter lo the 
Corporation on (he subiect of ibe river, from which it appeared 
that in 1772 he was employed by (he pilot masters to make a 
plan of tbe harbour, and tbe Corporation af(erwards got him to 
complete it up to Hed«in Streaos.- [Mr. Clavton read the 
letter, obflcrving that tbe Corporation winbed to keep nothing 
back that was relevant to the inquiry. Capt. Wa-hinxton, 
leanning the letter and the plan, obierved, " Most cenainly. If 
you bad wished to ci>n««eal nny thing, you would not have pro- 
duced these docomems.*] Tbe neat to make a report on tha 
river waa Mr. Rennie. Tbe ftoommendatiotta made by that 



eminent engineer were tobaitled with nneb modetCy and diS- 
dence. Re confessed that tbe T) ae was a dilBcnIt river to deal 
with, and that there was great daneer, while attempting to enra 
one evil, of creatine another, lie sofgested the erection of 
jettie*. and that sand and gravel, dredged from tbe channel, 
should be east between them. The Corporation of that day 
bad (he as»ibtance of a River Jury— the latter giving advice^ 
and the former having tbe sole control. There were two or 
three old nautical men on the jury, whose word was law with 
their freshwater colleagues; and be well remembered with wlial 
dread and dismay theae veterans were filled by the recommen- 
dations of Mr. Rennie. To abstract, as be proposed, 448 aeres 
from the river, or nearly one-tbird of tbe whole, was in their 
eyes a project too mon»troos to be entertained ; for the funda- 
mental principle ol their system was the abstraction of not one 
siniele drop of the tidal water. ** Practical men" agreed with 
the river jury. The channel, they said, might be improved Ivy 
Mr. Rennie's plans, but the business of tbe Tyne ooold not Im 
carried on in a river so changed. The liven, be verily believed, 
of some of his nautical friends were shortened by ihc devicea of 
Mr. Rennie. (Laughter.) Captain Washington had beard the 
deep grvMins that were evoked by tbebuildinc of (be ligbthonse, 
and by ibe tampering with the rocks at the Black Middens, 
which Nrtture herself had formed as a barrier against the 
waves, and tbe removal of which was denounced as a profane 
interference «i(b Providence. Such were the groans that wen 
ottered over Rcnnic's plan*. Was it to be wondered at thattliO 
Corporation showed no alertness in carrying them intoexecn- 
tion t Well I the year 183$ arrived, and a n*^w order of things 
came into existence. The old Corporation expired, and the 
new one took iis plana Tbe Town-Council elcirted under tha 
Municipal Bill soon began to bestir themselves to exeenta 
Rennie's viewx, a<i fares was practicable and expedient. Strong 
prejudicet »tood in the way. The Trinity House and others 
were dead aiainst them. Mr. Cubitt was called in; and he, 
too, recommended tbe jetties, and that the spaces between 
should be filled up, as mixbt seem expedient. Tbe Corporation 
appointed an engineer— Mr. Anderson— a very intelliientyonng 
gentleman. This was in the flr<it year after their election. 
The old Corporation bad no engineer. It devolved upon him 
(the Town Clerk), when Ibe Corporation Commissioners visited 
Newcastle, to defend tbe old body for d- ing nothlnr. He waa 
now standing there, after a lapse of fifteen or hixlecn years, to 
defend their suocesaors for having done loo much. (Laughter.) 
M uch, however, as they had done — and much that bad been 
complained of by some of the witnesKCK— (hey were charged 
with having left much more undone. Mr. Lietch had quoted 
the report of Capu Washing on. (Capt. W.: No, the report 
of the Tidal HarboorK Commitisioners.) Well I the report of tho 
Tidal Harbour* Commissioners. A long ca(alogoe of crime it 
charged upon the Corporation— which be would co through in 
cbronoloxical order. There was firi^t the old bridge— now pro- 
nounced (he greatest nuisance and ob«truciion in the river. 
When tbe erecion and pre»ervati»n of this structure was 



charged upon (he Corporation as a crime, betook some comfort 
to himself that one-third of the oHence roost be placed npon 
spiritual shoulders. Yesterday, however, bis friend Mr. Kell, 



tbe Town Clerk of Oateshead, bad reminded him, by the pro. 
duction of a controternv of the last century, that tbe wbolo 
responHibility fell upon the back of the lord bishop of tbe dio. 
case. (Laughter.) When tbe bridge waa swept away by tbe 
great flooii of 1771, the Corporation proposed to substitote a 
bridge further up tbe river, and at a higher level; but tbo 
Bihhop of Durham and others opposed their project, and tbcj 
were beaten. Next in the catalogue came tbe lighthouse at 
Shields, begun in 1803. That source of mischief to the bar- 
l»our, erected under the powers of an act ol parliament, was tbo 
handiwork of the Tiinity Hou»e and the »bipo«ner8. (Capt 
Washinaton: Wiib the consent of the Corporation.) Tbo 
shipowners of Shields would have thought the Corporation very 
presumptuous, and the Trinity Houm would have treated them 
with contempt, if they had qiit-vtioned their wisdom in tbe 
selection ol a vite. Tbe year 1806 came round, and the Corpo- 
ration committed the next crime in the indictment. They 
blast* d the stones in the haven. But they bad tbe evidence oif 
Mr. Richmond himself that ihi« was flo^A t>y ^^''^ direction of 
the shipownera. It was charged again,^ \.^ Corporation that 
Iheir balUst system wa% opprv»x\v« «,^^ . !^.\au^* They wer» 
nccnsed of carelaaoBea«*^ Uney ^^ na\ \i^V^^ fi^ vmanttoaa 
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igilMC tbo Mlatt ffoinir Into tbe rifcr; and iMr ehirfct wera 
loo hi|ih. It wa« not fair, bowerer, to oootrMt tbcir cborfct 
with tboM of a new port : tbe conporiMB shoold be made with 
cbe teale of an old port, libe Sunderlaad, where the charxet 
voraabooi tbo Mme. And at Sunderland, when there was a 
prastore of thip«, all anxioot to be rid of their ballast, tbe 
ebarget were increafed— it wa« laid eaorbitantly. That was 
■oC tbe ease in Newcastle: no diiferenee was made. As to 
baUast aboies, he woold show that tbe Corporation did all ther 
ooald to prevent them, and that tbey were not untueeestfuL 
No doobt there were evationi. It was easier and more profiu- 
bk to throw the ballast into tbe riter than to take it toa wharl, 
and anprlneipltfd men might oeoasiooally do to. That worth* 
lets vagabond, Morrison, (he spoke of him according to the 
aatore of his own conles«ion,) had boasted of his own delin* 
^oencies, and made every body else to be a» bad as himself, fie 
said that be had bribed Mr. Bell and other officers of tbe Cor* 
poration. He woold call Mr. Bell himself to contradiet him. 
Low charges were essential to the prosperity of a rirer, no 
doubt s and the Corporation, so thinking, had reduced their 
ballast^oes from K 8d. to ts. 6d., and then to l9.4d.,(eselosiTe 
of tbe lessors' charges for maebinary, &c.) He hoped they 
woold be enabled to reduce them still more. He would be 
aabamed to waste tbe time of tbe Court in going through tbe 
cvideBce ol tbe keelmen and steamboat OBcn on engineering and 
other pointa. He would only say that lor every one of this 
elass of OMo that bad been called on the other side, be should 
And DO difficulty in producing half a dosen to contradict them. 
An intelligent pilot— a man of strict integrity— (he alluded to 
Mr. John Morrison)— admitted that, when Mr. Brooks began 
with Bill Point they thought him mad, bat now they regarded 
that improveoMot as the greatest benefit that had ever been 
coafenred oa tbe navigation of the river ; aad be could not deny 
that where they now thought him wronir, in ibecommencement 
•f bis works at J arrow, he might tarn oat in tbe end to be right. 
He would now otfer aa observation or two on the bill itself. It 
pivposed— the Corporatiea being incompetent— to vest the 
■aaagemeat of the riter in a body of Commissioners, com. 
pooad of four members of the Town-Council ol Ncvca«tle, two 
■cabers ol the Town-Coancll of Gateshead, and sia registered 
ihipowDers of North and Shields. Why shipowners alone f 
To be a shipowner conferred no qualification for the office of a 
canearvator. They bad the teaiimony ol Mr. Richmond that 
* tba largest shipowner of Shields knew as much of a ship as a 
•hip knew of him.' (Uughter.) What interest bad the ship. 
aamers of Shields, many of them, in the navigation ol the river t 
Their ships might trade with the Tyae or tbry might not. 
Thero were shipowners in Shields whose ships never came near 
tha TVoe. Shields, too, bad little interest in anv part of the 
fiver but the harbour: Newcastle was interested in tbe whole. 
fla did think, if any parties had a claim to participate with the 
Carporation in tbe conservaforKhip, it was much more tbe land. 
vwnem aad eoalowners of the Tyae than the shipowners. But, 
ia bit opinion, a Commission was not the be»t board of nfanage- 
■ant. CommissioBS were generally hot- beds of jobbing. 
(Laughter.) They sat with cloMd doors ; and a member, if be 
bad ajob to carry, and was not strong enough, got some of 
big friends appoiated, aad aecompliBhed his objt^t He would 
Bot claim absolute wi»dom for the Corporation of Newcastle; 
bat tbe CouBCil consisted of M borgestics of this great town, 
frealy chosen by tbe inhabitanta — men of every variety ol 

aairement and pursuit— transscting their business openly, 
thereby affording good security lor honest management. He 
aoMidered that such a body of mea formed better goardtaas of 
tba river than any Commission which could be constituted. 
Tbcj might do acre than tbev had done; they were anxious 
for further powers to enable them to do so; and they would 
have applied to parliamtnt for tbo«e powers in tbe present ses* 
•ioD, if their plans had been sofficieoily matured. In tbe 
sammerof 1848 they were contemplating* plauK of general, not 
piecemeal improvemenf. They called in Mr. Rcodcll and Mr. 
StepbcBMn to assist them wiib their advice; and it was their 
iatcatioo to go on with tbe work which they bad began. The 
Mil before him could never pata the legislature. It look 
pawan to sweep away private staiih«,and to alienate tbe rigbu 
aad property of tbe Corporation. Questions of disputed pro, 
pertj could not, and would not, be tried by parliament. 
ChuoMBts must go before the properly-constituted tribunals ol 
; and lo ibeic geBtkmcn would ba told ahen they 



gat to tba Roasa of Cottimaai. Ha waald aal dalaia tta Cmui 
aay toager ; bot he sboald aot ba dolag jastice to tba bady 
which he had tbe honour to repicseat, if he did not lay that 
tbe took tbe deepest interest in the good maaagemeataad aroa> 
parity of the riter, and were aaaioas aad ready todoevarytnat 
ia their power for its improvement. 

Several witnesses were called by Mr.'C]aytaB,al wbaiaaei. 
deuce aa abstract was givea ia our last Bumbar; and at a 
aaarter to 7 o'clock tba Court adjoaraed to 9 o*cIoek oa Satar- 
day morning. 

At that hour there was a full atteadaace. Mr. Bbookb, tha 
Corporation Bagf neer, was called, aod remained oadcrexaml- 
satioa vntil 7 o'clock on Saturday evening. He stated thai 
his profassioaal esperieBce eateaded over a period of Ave and 
tacnty years. He was employed at Waterlord, at Cork, and 
at Stockton. He came to Newcastle in J uly, 1843, bat was ttlU 
tbe eoneulting engineeer of tbe Tees. The improvements- which 
he had effected in that river had given satisfaction, he believed, 
to his employers. Great miscooceptioa eaistcd as to tba siaa 
and importance of tbe Teas, arising from theciroamstaiioe that 
it was aommoaly viewed at Stocktoa. If a comparisoo were to 
ba made betweea the Tees aod the Tyne, the former shoald ba 
saea at Middlesbrouffb. Newport, near Stocktoa, was in poiat 
of situation tbe Newaaatle of tha Tees. Mr. Brooks waa 
esamined ia detail as to bis operatioas, and tbcir resalts, oa 
the Tees; and some amasement was created wheo, haviag 
alluded to ^ Jaaav Mills' Shoal," the Captain aad others aadar* 
stood him to say ** Jeaay Liad's f The impraveawatt inJbm 
Tees, ba stalod, wars amida with vigour. A large sam<»he 
aoaM aat state the asMuat— perhaps £ffO«(X)0— was spent ia 
Ave years. Tha management was vested, aot, as some sapposed, 
in a Commission, bat in a Joiat-Stock Compaay, lacorporalcfi 
by act of pariiameat. (By Captain Wasbiagtoa : The resaft 
of the speeulatioB was a very bandsoOM dividend. Ha believed 
that river-improvemeats, wisely and liberally cffscied, would 
geaerally prove remaacrative.) Tbe maaagers of tlie Tees did 
aot coasist of registered shipowoerb sor of naaiical mea» 
There mit ht be one or two shipowoers amoag them, bat they 
were chiefly gaatlemca aad tradcaaiea. Oa the Tees as oa tba 
Tyne one of tbe greatest obstractioas to aavigatioa waa tha old 
bridge. The bridge at Stocktoa was even worse tbaa that at 
Newcastle, there being a greater proportloB of stonework nadsr 
arater.— It was bow arraaged that Mr. Brooks shoold dasoriba 
tbe baaksof tha Tyae, its qaays, shores, fce., from Newcaslle 
qaayto the bar; that ha shoald retarn to Tyae bridge by 
the soath side of the river; and that he should thea go dowa 
to Shields by water, la porsuaace ol this desiga, ha begaa la 
describe the 3,000 feet of old and new quays at NewcastlsH-tha 
Dcw quays being so built, be said, that tbe rrmoval of Tyae 
bridge (aa object which Capt. Washington seams to faiave 
greatly at heart) woald not affect their sccority, under the 
operatioas of a dredger aloagsidc. We cannot follow Mr. 
Brooks aad his caamiaers ia their toor. To give a preseatabla 
report in a aewspaper would be impracticable. Bver and aaaa 
tha toorists were leaping from quay or shore into tha river. A 
jetty or a groyae was too temptinc aa obj ct to ba passed witli- 
oat survey aad criticism. The beleagaered Engineer bad to 
answer auestions, resolve doubts, and parry attacks from every 
side. He was examined and eross-eiamined. Inquiries poured 
in upon him from the Town Clerks of Newcastle and Gates- 
head— from Captaia Washington and the Mayor— from Alder- 
men Armstrong aad Dunn— from Councillor Lowrey— from 
Bngincers Simpson and Nicholson— from Lawyers Lietch and 
Kewney— and from Mr. William Richmond, the <Mecidmata 
opposition" of the Tyoe. An cxplsnation was requited of his 
owa ** line" of river improveoBeat ; reasons were demanded fbr 
his deviatioas from ilennie's ; and Mi. Richmond coateaded 
lor** Nature's line" in preference lo tbem both, la reply to 
Mr. Simpson, Mr. Brooks suted that be weat apon tba prin- 
ciple of bringing tbe Aoo;l aad tba ebb tide,as nearly as possible, 
iato tbe »ame channel— filling up the bights and cuitina oflF tha 
poiots. Bill Point was the only one, of any extent, that he had 
yet removed. There was bo engineering diffieal^ ia tha way 
of a more rapid progreu io improvement. Tbe n ecessaiy 
works, from the bridge to the bsr, might be executed ib two 
years. He wi»h to observe, that while be admitted the rau af 
flow of the tidal wave to be a test of tbe coaditioa of a aaviga^ 
bic river, be denied that tbe time ocoopicd in the flow of the 
wave from tbe bar to tbe bridge was two hours. He bad made 
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mhUk ftWvdl th« tivc Co be only 
ThModbtartMioBf weiv umdt At fMirteeo diSrrent ttaliont co 
Ite rivflb FriMi tbe Bar to Bill Point, a ditUoo^ of eight 
■Bit, the tidal vate 6e«ed at tbe rate el 24 milet an boer, tbe 
tiae oooapied being onlf 90 minotca. From tbe obttrnctione 
wbteb presented tbcmteUet above tbe point tbe flow wac aioeb 
kea rapid, oeenpf ing 40 minntei. 

Mr. NicbelieB: Tben yon awke tbe tidal wave to flow to 
Bill Feint at tbe rato of Cmw and twenty oilci an begr,nnd 
IroBi Bill Point to Newcastle at a rato of only tbrae niles aa 
bonri 

Capt. Waabington put one or two qoestions to ibe Enfrineer, 
iaplf lag a aenvieiien tbat bis oenclnstone were fonnded npon 
ebaervations encoding ovnr toe sborc a period of time. 

TbeesaminatioBol Mr. Broobs^as we bave alicaSly atotedt 
did not deee natil 7 o'elocb in tbe eveniof • 

Ur, Waaa^tbe barbonr.masier at Sbields, was tben brieiy 
ciaaiinedy nueb to tbe same effect as on tbe inquiry into ibe 
fltoriu of tbe Qaay Bill; and at balf past 7 an adjonmnMat 
tank plaee to 9 o'doek on Monday morning. 

Mr. Bmooaa K&ppcared on Monday witb no trace, sate a 
iKgbt bearseaess, ol Ibe severe orded wbieb be bad paaied 
throngb at tbe elete of tbe nrevions week. 



Capc WaaBmoToa 
Mr. Breaks en Satnrday. 



J. tbey bad been very bard npon 
Bnt bis merito were so well known 
tbat be oonld anfier no'danage fieai tbe eaaninatioo. Tbe 
Admiralty bad sbown tbeir appreciation of bis profeieional 
abilities by repenledly emplofiog bim ; and if be bad not been 
eeeapied by tbis inqoiry, be woold at Ibia moaMnt bave brcn 
employed by tbeir hMdsbips at Hartlepool. If be (Capt. W.) 
bad pat any barsb qneaiion to Mr. Brooks, be was soriy hr it. 
Ha bad a bigb opiaion of Mr. Brooks's professional qoalifbsa- 



pal any barsb oneaiion to Mr. Brooks, be was soriy hr it. 

. laion of Mr. Brooks's professional qoalifl 
; baly altbiMMb a very good eog incer, be was a Had wit- 



mi be eonM do bis work beUer iban be coold talk aboai it, 
abidi was oertolnly mneb tbe brtter qnalifkation of tbe two. 

Tbo Towv CuBKi Yes! Nainra baa not qualified Mr. 
Brooks to gtorify bimseU. (Ungbtor.) 

Capt. WaaBiaavoa : Just so ; and I may agtia say tbat I 
am sorry for any barsb qnestion I asay bave pat to Mr. Brooks. 

Mr. Baoosa : Tbat is qaile eaoagb, aad very satislaotory . 

WiLUAM Bofi>,a wbmyasan, was Mr. Clnyion's first wit. 
aass tbis moraing. Ho gava ovidenee to sbow tbat tbe river 
had improved in eoaditioa of lato years : so much so, tbat wbea 
the old keelaMa wcie loM ol tbo fsats of tbeir i 



^tbay 
Ihoagbt them as mad as Mr. Brooks. (Laagbler.) When tbe 
Town Clerk had doae with him, Boyd volunteered some further 
laiormatioa,aayiag to Capt Waabiagtoa,** Yea ask what did 
Ihie aad what did tbat>-Mw kl me toll yoa eoatotbiog aboat 
aaaae aad rfbet. <Uagbter.) I waa bred at tbe PisbaMurket 
la Konb Shields, matured at tbo New Qoay, and live at iba 
Low Light ebore (laughter); aad ao I oaght to know tbe bar- 
hear pretty welL Now, tben, let's see what's one cnaee of tbe 




ballaatati 
tor.) HeL 

banks and loen it' 

(Laagbter.) Instead of going to Souter Point tbey would Ho 
bil aloog tbo edge of the Herd. [A Naatieal Bystonder : I'va 
aaaa two bandrrd at it altogether.] SoasetiaMe tbey woaM 
ma aaeher ekiee to tbo barboar. It was safer to east tbeir 
lailaat there tbaa at Peter Allen's, aad tbey coold get towed 
Mr fw balf tbe aMaey. Well ! east windsoaase on, and washed 
te baltaat towarda the barboar. Borne of it lodged oa tbo 
Heai» aad some of it amide itt way la, and leaded oa the 
iMaad. The lasaad did not eoaio from tbe river; itcamo 
kma tba sea. He bad got coals from it when a kMi, and tbey 
vera vara quite roaad. Tbo river eould not have done tbat : 
say mast have heea ralliag aboat at sea. Tbe ship they'd 
heard aa ameb aboat. tbat had to raa to sea, and cot away her 
masts, to aave herself— she cast her ballast right loreanenst the 
aasjOe t ha meaat the if aryi^ tbat betoagcd to Scott tbe eobbier. 
{The Towa Clerk : A ** reaisiered sbipawaer" of Sbiekis, Capt. 
Washiagtoa^— Laagbter.] Tbe shipa darsin't do such tbinga 
Mil vasal tor staamboau; there was a deal aivre of ballast 
bast al sea aow, tbaa wbea there were ao tags; the ships knew 
th^ oaaM gel a tow la, and so tbey lan risks. He had seen 
, tawai by rttamafi»oaBtiag thebr ballasl up to the bar. 



Capt WAaBiaaroiif Tbia win help as to Iba diaaavmy af 
tbe secret of tbe Herd Bead. I believe, Boyd, yoa an aol Ibr 
wrong witb your cense and ^ffeet. 

Tbe Town Clbbk : You must regret, Capt Waabiagtaa, 
tbat my wbcrryman was not broaght ap aaeagiaear, (La«g^ 
ter.) 

RiCBABD Datisom, kcdman, a much mora solemn witami 
tbaa Boyd, bore Ce»tiaM>ay to tbe laproveaMnt of the river. It 
was airaigbter, deeper, and easier; aad, be added, (with a 
gravitv upseuing tbat of tbe Court,) •* We site upon war 
»*••••••• oo«, where we were foreed, befDre, toran aboat apaa 

wurtegs." He adaitted,inreply toMr.8bottoo,tbattbe8abstl» 
tutioo of a tore and aft sail, for tbe single square eall of tbe 
old kcelmen, bad •osMfttiinc to do witb tbe oomfort tb^ cajoyod 
of silling upon tbeir —^••^ (Mr. S. used a word less braad 1^ 
two <* store" than tbe fccdmaae); but it was also owiag to Ike 
removal of crooks and turns in tbe cbaanel. Tbe pitoto, bo 
said, were like the keelmen t tbey, too, did tbeir work easier. 
You wouldn't know a pilot now, if you'd only been need to aaa 
tbe piiou before. In bis time tbey aaed to raa aboal tbe 
abip, like Jack himself, with tbeir coato off aad their abii^ 
sleeves turned op, pulling aad baultog; bat aow tbey veia 
quite tbe grnilenaa — witb noibing to do bat to follow the 
steamer, quietly wnlkiog tbe qoarterdeek,aod Jaek at the helm 
all Ibe while. (Laughter.) 

TaoHAa WiTaon, who bad been 41 years a kedoMa aadar 
the same empluyers, waa called by the Towa Clerk, aad aakad 
if he bed beard the evidence of Davison, an J agree 4 witb biiiu 
** Yes" Mid he, *< bat he bee not eaplalned everything as be 
should have doae." (Uuahter.) •• Well," lejoined Mr.C« 
** perhaps youll do us tbe favour, Mr. Walsoa, to sapaly bis 
d« ficiencie* t Mention any partieultf point M wbieb lie Iril 
short." •• Whf ," said tbe old kcelman,** there was tbat saad 
at Willington: be made a dean botch o' tbat altogctbar." 
(Laughter.) So Watnon, reaMdf iac Davisoa'a drfiects, antarid 
into tbe <* reuie and eflrci" of tbe Willington sand. 

TaoMAa PoLLiaa, wherryman, gave similar evidence. 

So also William NBiaoa, a steamboat master, who bad 
'* commcnoed bis career oa tbe river aa a boy blowiag tbe boia 
ol a eomiortabU." [Captain Washingtoo, although pretty 
familiar witb craft of all kinds, was lost when those aotodil^ 
vian vesfitlt— those '* Noeh's Arks" of the Tyne— the « eomfor- 
tables," were mentioned by Mr. Nelson, and bad theonria^ 
to request an esplanation.] Nelson stated that he bad sailed 
In a comfortable— navigated rafts on the river— and heea la aB 
soru of eraft ; and be was bold to say tbat tbe road to ShioMa 
(hit UUima TknU) was ** tea thonsaad UaMs batter Ibaa 
befyre." 

Mr. BaooKa, at tbo request of Captaia Wasbtngtoa, pat to 
a statement of bis tidal obsrrvatioas of September 14, 1848^ 
from the Prior's Stone, at the entrance of the haven, to Rytoa,ar 
aearly a« lar as tbe tide fhiws, showing tbe tiaK of biaft aad tov 
water, aad tbe lilt of tbe tide, at differeat pointo of the river:— 
LawTide. Bi§klid», Hfi. 
a. M. a. M. rr. ». 

Tbs Prlor*t Stone ....« 10 46 •• 4 10 •• 1ft • 

Vofftli SbleMs .•••..••••..••..•• 10 M •• 4 10 •• 14 gi 

Jarro»aieke(easCMraer).....«.. 11 10 .» 4 10 •• 14 S 

WillfBaion(ni«tollsa|pquaj).... II 4» .. 4 SO •• It If 

wsiittDd IS » •• 4 go •• It a 

B«bboni It 10 •• 4 go •» It a 

' St AotkoBj's (J«M9 abofo BUI 

PMdi).. It ft .. 4 80 .. II 7 

y«pos rtto (dldqoiy) .If gg •, 10 .. || g 

Old MaMften Hooss •«...• 1 •• 6 10 •• II 

XwwMb ••..»».•»•..«•••....•■•• t Is •• go •» a y 

BItlw ••....••.•..«.••«••.».•••• 9 30 *• m 46 •• y Og 
Hewboni •.•••...•.••«.•.»..••» 4 16 •* 4ft «• 4 T 

BytOD 4 96 •• 6 46 .. t 7| 

The tide (said Mr. Brooks) was a good spring. Tbe resall 
showed bow last the tidal wave travdlod where there were few 
impediments. Prom Willington to St. Anthony's there was no 
perceptible difRerence In the time of high tide. The wave 
reached St. Anthony's, a dbtance of eight miles, in 90 minates^ 
but such was the resistanoe of eorrents and other obstruetioaa 
above Bill Point, tba tbe tide was dOmioatas later at Noa- 
eastle quay. 

Capt. WatsiaoToa : Your obscrvatloaf O^i^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^U^ 
water al tbe Prior'a Stoae before it it \g^ ^gter at Ryton,Xii 
distance of 18 miles). Do you kaaa »«€ f^v« ^ ^ «•>•* 
■tato than these 4sai«%Vl«c«to^ ** ^' 
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Mr. Bboou: Yet; I shall be pmand villi e 
list for the emmitiee of tbe Honseol Ommmbi. 

Mr. NiCHOUiOM pit two or three qaettiou} h«t Mr, 
Baooks MiMt " Yo« have pwnped ao enoagh: joa thmU Mi 
pvmp me dry Bsdl yon have om in ooamittee." (Langhicr.) 

Mr, JAWnu Gniaoii, aMiilant to Mr. Brooks, and lomerly 
to Mr. Anderson, desenhed the operations on the Tnie, and 
said that in his opiniooy jodginf from the resnlta, they were 
ionprovenents. In April, 1848, (the act of parliament having 
heen fot in 1846^][ they hefnn to lay dovn tlie mooriags ; aed 
they were finished io Deoember, 1848. Then was no delay, exeept 
when th^ were waiting for hnoy s and chaios ; nor was there aay 
loss hy labour in laying them down. M r. Mi tobell, the patontse. 
told him that, in oomparison with other barboon, they had 
saved £3 a screw. The work eonld not have been done 
eheaper. 9ft tiers were tadd down at North Shields, 3 at Sooth 
Shields, and 4 in Newoastle Reach. Those at Shields were 
laid down first— By Mr. Shotton : The moorings on the sooth 
side of the river were at Jarrow. There were only dolphins at 
Sooth Shields. The hopper made ow ol in laying down the 
moorings belonged to the Corporation. It «as altered for tbe 
pnrpose. It was not eharged to the mooring*— only tbe altera- 
tions. The nse of it wav given for nothing. 

Mr. Jobh Stbpbbns, Snperintrndent of tbe Newcastle and 
River Polioe, stated that, since S«ptember, 1846, wbrn tb^i 
poliee-foree was flr^t placed upon tbe Tyne, there bad been 47 
charges of ballast-throwinc into the river, and the fines paid 
into tbe Borongh Food amoonted to £66 6«. 6d.— By Mr. 
Lietoh: The espense of tbe force was defrayed under tbe Port 
of Tyne Act. Tbe men watohed the ballast.keelmeo, and so 
f^ did the work of the Conservators. Tbe fines went into tbe 
pockets of tbe Conservators. — By Capt. Washington : Tbe 
force watched tbe whole navigable course of tbe river, from 
Shields to Hedwin Streams. There were three stations :— one 
at Shields, another at Walker, and a third at Newcastle. There 
were three boau on tbe river at a time. He could do with 
eisbt or nine more men well. The force was crippled lor want 
ol foods. Part of tbe espense was home by tbe Co*'poialiou. 
He thought that eiaggeration* had been indulged- in as to tbe 
quantity of ballast thrown into tbe river.— By Mr. Shotton: 
The ballast was principally thrown in at Peggy's Hole, 
Hay bole, Cookson*s quay, and Howdon. If be had more boato 
be could check tbe practice more efieetaally. If be farmed tbe 
due*, and had an interest in preventing abuses, he would 
employ as many polioe-boau as he thongbt would pay. 

Capt. WaaHiNOTon : Wo are obliged to you for your infer 
mation, Mr. Stephens. Keep a sharp look-out; for the 
praetiees of these ballast-keelmen, 1 am afraid, are doing us 
more mi«ehiet than any other thing. 

Chabuh Carb, steamboat master, gave it at his belief that 
the channel of ibe river was straighter, and wider, and deeper. 

JoBN Rbnwick, steamboat master, said tbe same. His boat, 
tbe Ou/tid, whiob originally drew 1ft. lOin., wai less impeded 
now than formerly, although tbe draught had come to be3f t.6tn. 
He was asked by Capl. Washington bow this ohaoge in bis 
boat had come about, and said that, from repairs and other 
ean«es, she had become heavier with age. 

Tbe Town Clbbk: Cnpid is crssy. Captain: not in so good 
a plight as be used lo be. (Laogbier.) 

A Bbbbdict {boUo voce) : *< He jests at scars who never felt 
a wound." 

Obobqb Stbpbbnson, steamboat master, and Gborob 
Aemitbono, keelman, pronounced tbe river to be in a .bettor 
condition than formerly. 

There was now, as Moos. J allien would say, '*an interval of 
flfleen minutes," devoted by all parties to purposes of refresh- 
ment, with a unanimity which was not ** wonderful.** On bis 
return, Capt. Wasbinoton said, that Mr. Richmond had 
come op from Sbieldr, twice or tbrice, to give bis opinions upon 
tbe Conservancy Bill, and perhaps tbe Town Clerk would 
consent to bis being beard at tbe present stage of tbe inquiry. 

Mr. RiCBMOND said, that on this question be was opposed 
both to the Corporation and the promoters of tbe bill. He was 
tbanklul to the former that tbey bad never meddled much with 
the haven. To have done so would have been a mieobievoos 
waste of money. Tbe little that had been done was prejudicial. 
Tbe removal of tbe stones, from the Black Middens to tbe 
Scalp, was an iigury. Nature, who wai a very good engineer, 
had placed these stones as a pier or breakwater ; the shipowners 




enabled to turn in better; hnt this was only a small t 
tion for the miicbiei that was done. Then there was Peggy's 
Hole, where n ship of his, drawing 14 foot water, lay aground 
only recently, while formerly ships eonld lie there drawing 
upwards of 90 feet. The lighthouse, eroeted at the instance of 
the shipowners, was the beginning of the mischief at that part 
of the harbour. Tbe Wbitler staiths came nest, and made 
matters wone; and be was afraid, as he had said before, that 
tbe new quay was to be a shipping place for coal. He hoped, 
by way ol making the quay more palatable, that a graving dock 
wouUt be included in tbe projeot, as a substitute for the shore. 
With retpect to tbe bar, it was always liable to change, being 
sometimes in a good and at other times in a bad condition. It 
was so sisty vears since, and it was so now; and be did not 
think it was either better or worse than it osed lo be. As to the 
ballast dues, if they were reduced or abolished fieighu would 
fall in proportion, just as th^ did when the ligbt-dues were 
lowereH. He eonld not say, coosideriag that the ballast had to 
be conveyed from the ship, and that a place of deposit had to be 
found, that tbe charges were exorbitant. Mr. Jonassoho told 
him that bis own charges in Sunderland were Is. IM. in 
summer and Is. Od. in winter. So the balhwt-dues were no 
grievance. Indeed, for a shipowner to lay so much stress on a 
' ardasif a I 



trifle like tbii, was as absnn 



i man labouring under eon- 



sumption were to oomplain ebiefiy of n pimple on his face. 
( Lsuiehter.) He would only say, in ooocliision, D<m*t put the 
river m commmUm, 

Tbe Town Clbbb said, he had a great number ofw i tne s sea 
in attendance, hot would only call two or three more. His 
next witness would be tbe best pilot on the river. He believnd 
be might call him so, for tbe Messrs. SmiUi would allow no 
other pilot to carry their frigates down the river. 

Hbnrt Oatbs stated that he had been ten years a river- 
pilot, and was formerly mate and master. He was a down 
pilot, and bis branch extended from Newcastle to Shields. He 
had taken Messrs. Smith's ships down the river for nine yeara. 
The last was tbe Blenheim^ near upon 1,600 tons, drawing 
13} feet. It was much easier and safer to get a vessel down of 
late years. A great improvement had been efiieeted at Bill 
Point. There was great need of further improvement at St* 
Anthony's, where there was the sand, and tbe parish-ouay, and 
the rock. In taking tbe Chevy Ohaae, Newcastle and Hamburg 
steam-sbip, down the river, tbe other day, be knocked part of 
tbe parish quay into tbe water. He thought Mr. Brooks might 
easily make an improvement there. A new faotory (Locke, 
Blackett, & Co.'k) had been built down to low water, and, he 
thought, did some mischief. Brandling Reach wanted ioi. 
proving. Hebburn Shoal was always a baid one. Killing worth 
Shual was gone. 

Tbe witness next oame to the Cookerow Sand, and was plied 
with questions from the promoters, which led Capt. WAtBiiio. 
TON to observe, that he was not there to try an indictment 
against Mr. Brooks. He thought there was too great a dispo- 
sition to bear hardly on the Corporation Engineer. 

Tbe ^taiAciiii, continued the pilot, was got down with Bwra 
ease than ships which he had taken down before. They 
generally took three steamers. She came within four inehes 
(we understood him to say) of the Hebburn Shoal. 

Capt. Wasbinoton : You're a bold pilot If you'd stuck f 

Mr. Oatbs (significantly) : We didn't stick. (Laughter.) 

Capt. Wasbinoton (shaking his head): Ah I 

The witoess was cross-examined by Mr. Libtcb at some 
length He described his adventures down the river with the 
Comitide, screw steamer, drawing 10 feet. She took the ground 
at the low end of Newoastle qoay, and again at Tyne Main, 
in making her way over the shoal at Hebburn she sunk a 
lighter alongside the quay. This was about tbe month of 
March, 1848.— By Mr. Stephen Lowrey : She was an unhandy 
Tessel.— By Capt Washington : Had never seen ballast east at 
sea within tbe boundaries. 

Lancblot Elliot, assistant harbour-master at Shields, 
gave favourable etideooe. 

JoBN Collins, foreman of Mr. Carr*s timber yard, near 
tbe Mansion House, stated that rafta of timber were often 
hrouglit up the river in a tide. 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 



JoBR Bankbs, Gotforth and Coxlodge sUithaao, vm 
etlled wiib a view to thov that, owing to the improveneot of 
tlie river, vessels took in a larger portion of their cargo at the 
staiths tban formerly, requiring less to be sent down to them 
bj i^eel. We give hit statement in roond nvmbers :— 

Ynr. Ghsldront. ChaMront. 



IMI ••••••••••«• 

184S 

1843 


•hipped by spom 40.000... 

...M.....* 34,000 ... 

a&ooo ... 


... by ks6l 3,970 

4.400 

I.Oi^O 


1844 31,000 ... 

1846 ^ 4I.(K0 ... 

1846 r ' SAOOO ... 


S.6fi0 

LflM 

LAM 


1847..^ 

1848 
By Mr. NicbolMn': 


33,000 , 1.770 

35,000 9t>0 

The ataiths had been extended further into 



the river. That was in 1838 or 1840.— By Mr. Lietch : Fewer 
keels were used, generally, tban formerly. 

John Minto, 51 years a keelman, stated that there was 
better water in the river than there used to be— they were not 
so much aground. 

The Town Clerk pat in documentary evidence— letters, 
petitions, plans, notices of application to parliament, &<;., 
referred to in bis statement of the case of the Corporation. 
With respect to the soil ot the river, he remarked that, prima 
facUy the Crown was entitled to the Koil ot all tidal waten; but 
this title was subject to modification by the rights of ownership 
which might have been acquired liy other parties. The Cor- 
poration of Newcastle held the soil of the Tyne in fee-farm 
rent under the Crown; but for the last t«o hundred years tbey 
bad only exercised their right while the soil was covered, or 
subject to be eovered, by the river. When the shore was 
enclosed, the Corporation granting a license, the peroon ko 
eoclosiag it assumed all the righu of ownership. The lords of 
the manor, too, by the side of the Tyne, exercised the right of 
ownership over the coal to the middle of the river. Theite were 
limitations of the title of the Crown in respect to the Tyne. 

Mr. LiBTCB asked if Mr. Clayton propobed to prodnce the 
charters referred to In his opening statement. 

The Town Clbrk replied, that they wen written in very 
obscure Latin, and he should be ashamed to occupy Captain 
Washington's valuable time in going through them. 

Mr. LiBTCB thought that, having quoted them id support of 
his case, he was bound to produee them- 

Mr. Kbll, Town Clerk of Gateshead, said, the Corporation 
of Newcastle had already lost a portion of their revenues by 
the production of charters, and Mr. Clayton was too discreet to 
produce them again. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LiBTCH, still pressing their production, Mr. Clayton 
then said he would not produce them. Capt. Washington, if 
he chose, might strike out his allusions to them. 

The Town Clbrk, among further papers produced, handed 
in a statement of the cost of the moorings, and called Captain 
Waibington's attention to the fact that of the £30.000 expended, 
little more than £3.300 was absorbed by labour. Yet Mr. 
Robinson said the lavish and wasteful expenditure of the Cor- 
poration on the moorings was in labour; and Mr. Solomon 
Mease, joining in this charge of profligacy, interrupted him in 
the statement of bis case, by triumphantly producing a copy of 
the South Shields Soipowners* Society, atsivning the extrava. 
ganceof the Conservators as a reason for refusing to entrust 
them with money to lay down additional mooring". The 
figures were before Captain Washington; and he, knowinir the 
extent of the present moorings, would judge how much oiaricm 
there was for waste in an outlay ot £3^00 on labour. He 
(the Town Clerk) had stated that it was intended to apply tor 
an act of parliament conferring upon the Conservators greater 
powers of improvement. Some doubt bad been cant upon this 
statement, but he would show it to be true. The fi6 members 
of the Corporation appointed a certain portion of their number 
to be a River Committee. The Committee were hampered by 
difficuliie« arising out of the rights and claims of the landowners 
on the banks of the river, and in the year 1847 he was called 
upon to advise them as to what they should do. His advice to 
them was to settle a shore line ; to have general plans ol im. 
provement prepared; and to apply to parliament to t-nable 
them to execute those plans — to define what portion ol the 
revenues of the Corporation were applicable to pui poses of con- 
servatorship — and to grant powers of raising muney on such 
portion of their income to defray the expense of their improve- 
Mr. Brooks, in May, 1848, received instruotiuns to 



prepare iueh plans. He (Mr. Clavton) was pretest when those 
instructions were given. On the 3d of Aagast, the River 
Committee presented a report from the Couneil, recommending 
that an application should be made to parliament in the next 
sesaion; and their report was ordered, in the customary form, 
to stand over lor consideration. On the 38d of August, to 
which day the meeting was adioamed, a resolution was passed 
ordering that Mr. Robert Stephenson and Mr. Rendell should 
be called in, to advise the Conservators as to the improvement 
of the river and the bar. That resolution was communicated 
to the two gentlemen named, and both of then accepted the 
engagement at first; but Mr. Stephenson subsequently with- 
drew, oving to his health and avocationa, leaving Mr. Rendell 
alone. It must be sufficiently obvious to every one, such being 
the sitUNtiott of the Conservators, that they eonld not go to 
parliament in the present session ; but he thought be had made 
good bis assertion that an application for parliamentary powers 
was contemplated, and that such application was only post- 
He would now call his 



poned until their plans were 
last witness. 



matured. 



Mr. R. P. PHILIP80N. solicitor, stated that be was a men- 
her ot the Council, and interested in the eoal trade of Nor* 
thumberland and Durham. The Council embraced parties 
who had a large stake in the district Sis of the Aldermen 
were interested in the coal trade, and ten of the Councillors. 
He considered eoalowners to be more deeply interested tban 
any other class in the navigation of the Tyne. He was a 
member of the River Wear Commission. Any person night 
start a ballast wharf in Sunderland : there waa perfectly free 
competition. The ballast charges were Is. Od. per ton from 
April to September inclusive, and Is. 9d. per ton from October 
to March inclusive. There was a river duty on coals, the 
maximum being sixpence per chaldron. There was a ship 
duty of a penny per ton. The Commissioners consisted of 
landowners, eoalowners, manufacturers, and shipowners. The 
shipowners formed the smallest class. He knew the eoal dis- 
triot north of the Tyne,and thought the Netherton and Bedling- 
ton eoal could be shipped as cheaply and advantageously at 
liayhole as at any other part of the river.— By Ur, Lieteb: 
There was free competition on the Tyne in the delivery of 
ballast. He knew of no instance of refusal ol leave to establish 
a ballast dep6t. The 16d. received by the Corporation included 
every charge. There was no lowering that eharge by competi- 
tion. The revenues of the Wear Commission were expended 
on the river. The eoal due ol the Newcastle Corporation was 
not levied at the pit month, bat on the coals shipped on the 
Tyne. 

Mr. Philipson having been cross-examined with a view to 
elicit an admission that Shields was a better shipping place for 
the Netherton district than Havhole, he was reexamined by 
Mr. Clayton, and said that the Wear Commission was thrown 
open to the Press by a recent resolution, but the reporters did 
not attend the meetings, the business being of ao little public 
interest 

Mr. Nicholson inquired if any burgess had a right to 
examine the plans, petitions, &c., of the Corporation f 

Mr. Philipson pausing, the Town Clbrk replied, ** You 
are not entitled to a legal opinion, Mr. Nicholson, without pay- 
ing for it.** (Laughter.) 

Capt WAtHiNOTON said, a number ol questions bad been 
placed in bis bands, with a request that he would put them to 
the Town Clerk, and with the leave of that gentleman he would 
do so. 

Tbe Town Clbrk said he would be glad to answer them ; 
and the questions were read and answered, one by one, to the 
following eflect :— 

Capt Washington: Is there any subject on which the Cor- 
poration differ more tban on the nver t 

Town Clerk : None. 

Capt. W.: Do not the River Corrmittee complain that their 
means of improvement are too «mallf 

Town Clerk : Continually. 

Capt. W. : Do they not ask for more moiief than the? can get t 

Town Clerk : Always. (Laughter.) Tb^> ask tor more tban 
the Council will give, and spend mor« |k.p tbey get, in spite 
ot all the scoldings they are doomed to a^^^* (Laughter.) 
And, as 1 have before shown, they k^ ^^ ^l ^eagth become 
sensible of the nee«:aa\li of app\y\u« v^ ^^^^ ^e*^^^^^ lAdU'iosal 
power >, and ai e d«tjQt<&\iied to do vi, '^^\\a,K 
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In reply to Mr. Kbll, the Town Clbbi. prodoced an 
iodeoture ihoviDir that a poblio aoay had been provided for 
GateshOMi, adjuining th« qaay oi Mr. AUhuten. fiul the 
greater part ot the oonmerce of Oatetbead, he obierred^ was 
carried on by larice OBaoufactiirera, who needed and enjoyed 
private quays of iheir own. 

Mr. Kell said, after some preliminary observations, that it 
was the desire of the Coundl ot Oate»head, whom he had the 
honour ot reprcaenting, *< to assist in the promotion of any 
measure for the purpose of entrusting the conservatorship of 
the Tyne to a Commission which should fairly and eqaitably 
represent all parties interested in the efficient management and 
improvement of that river." His friend Mr. Clajton had stated, 
that the Corporation of Newcastle had been endowed with their 
revenues, as many a nobleman had acquired his estates, in 
consideration of services rendered to the Crown in war. Surely, 
then, the promoters of this bill^the maritime population of 
NortJi and South Shields— who had manned the navy of England, 
and contributed by their valour to many a well-won victory, 
enrolled in the records of the Admiralty, might urge the same 
plea for an eatension of their righta and privileges. The con- 
dition of the Tyce, the subject of this long inquiry, affected the 
interests, not of the town of Newcastle alone, but of every 
inhabitant of iu banks, whether connected with the ooal trade 
or shipping, or engaged in any other pursuit; and hence it 
followed that the management of the river should not be vested 
solely in one community, but should be shared by alL It was 
only fair, however, to the Corporation of Newcastle, on whose 
shoulder*, as Conservators of the Tyne, that great obstacle to 
its navigation, the old stone bridge, had been placed, to show 
that such a charge was untouuded. |,Mr. Kell referred to the 
reports of Messrs. Smeaton, Wooler,and Mylne, made in 1T72, 
to show that the Corporation proposed, after the fall of the 
bridge in 1771, to build a new one on the site of the present 
high-level bridge, and at a higher level than the old bridge, but 
were thwarted in their project, and obliged to make use of the 
same site.3 Conflicting evidence (continued Mr. Kell) had 
been given as to the condition of the river— some witnesses 
saying that it had deteriorated, others that it was improved. 
It wonld have been more satisfactory if the improvements made 
bv the Conservators had been so decided and general as to 
admit of no question or deniaL With reapect to the qualifie*- 
tioo for a seat at the proposed Board of Commissioners, he 
could not grant thai the possession of a ship was a sufficient or 
exclusive test of fitness. As he had said already, all were alike 
interested in the good management of a river by which they 
lived; and be might be allowed to observe, that one of the 
greatest improvements cAscted in modern times, in connection 
with shipping— he referred to the towing of vessels to and from 
tea by steamboats— had been deviied, not by a registered ship, 
owner^ but by a Gateshead glass-manufacturer. (Capt. Wash- 
ington: Mr. Price.) Much stress had been laid upon the 
distinction between a Corporation and a Com mission. He 
really thought it was a distinction without a difference. A 
Town-Council was a Board chosen by the several wards of a 
borough. The proposed Commission would be a Board chosen 
by the several boroughs on the banks of the Tyne. He thought, 
however, that the number of representatives assigned to each 
locality by the promoters of the bill should be more nearly pro- 
portioned to their relative population and importance, as exhi- 
bited in a table of figures which he had prepared for Captain 
Wasbiogton'a oonsideration :^ 

Anaaal Value Amonnt 

PopDlatlon i?!!ErJr of Duty, 

inlMl. pjrAT^T., AMetndTassv, 

^M8. *^^- 

NeweuU* 69.430 . . £3S4.7M 18 

ealMtaead 111^3 .. 69.9&ft 

Hewortb 7.0<>8 .. 17^9 

TyoanoQtb .... S6,I63 .. 68,749 

SoalhSbicMs.. t9.94S .. A6.861 

* Parish orGtttc8h«ad only. 

B«wortb it partly ooapriMd In tb« boroagh of GalMbead, bat of tbtse 

taa«t tto portion it Inolndad In the OalMbcad rttam. 

He would only add, that whatever might be toe lata of the 

Cnnservaocy Bill, every one present must be impressed with a 

deep sense of tbe imponaooe and value of this inquiry, and 

wiih a conviction that it must inevitably lead to great changes 

and improvements in the Tyne. 

Mr, LiBTCB, for the promoUrs,rose to reply to Mr. Clayton's 
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ease, and spoke in substance as follows :— He congratulated 
himself that this inquiry had been held by a gentleman so 
thoroughly conversant with the subiect, and competent to decide 
lastly between the parties. The Town Clerk of New. 
castle, in closing his statement, had assured them of the deep 
interest taken by the Corporation in the management of the 
river, and ot their anxiety for its improvement. If this interest 
and anxiety had been felt some years avo. Cant. Washington 
would not have been sitting in the Guildhall of Newcastle that 
day, investigating the condition of the river and the conduct of 
its Conservators. But the promises of the Town Clerk were no 
guarantee to the public. Not words, but actions, were tbe 
true test; and, looking back on tbe history ol the past, what 
encouragement was there for the future f The Town Clerk had 
spoken with indignation of tbe proposal to transler to a Com- 
mission the revenues derived from the Tyne. He compared it 
to an attempt to deprive a nobleman of his estate, on tbe pretext 
that he did not sufficiently improve it. He (Mr. Lietch) oonld 
not understand this argument. According to Mr. Clayton,the 
Conservators might improve or not improve, as arbitrarily as 
any nobleman might do with his private property. Capt. 
Washington had well and emphatically observed, ** It must never 
be forgotten that the nver was the Queen's highway, and must 
be kept in proper repair.*' He wondered, however, from the 
line of reasoning adopted by the Town Clerk, that tbe Cor- 
poration had spent any money upon the river at all. No one, 
it appeared, had any right to call upon them to expend a penny 
upon its conservation or improvement : the amount to be laid 
out upon the river depended on the sole will and pleasure of 
the burgesses ol Newcastle. The Town Clerk said the inha- 
bitants held their revenues in consideration of services in war 
against the Scotch, and they might do with them as any noble- 
man might do witb his own. The Town Clerk of Gateshead, 
Mr. KelL had happily replied, that they whose fathers had 
bled at Trafalgar and tbe Nile had surely as good a claim to 
the consideration of the Crown as men whose anceston bad 
Vepelled the predatory inroads ol the Scots. The Corpofatlon 
of Newcastle were the Conservators of tbe Tyne; and that the 
revenues which they derived from the river were held in trust, 
and were not the property of the burgesses, to be appropriated 
at their caprice, no unprejudiced person could for a moment 
doubt. He quite agreed with the Town Clerk that it would be 
well to get parliament to decide what portion of the inoome of 
the Corporation belonged to tbe river. That was just what 
the promoters wanted. They would gladly leave it to parlia- 
meat to say which of the dues of the Corporation belonged to 
Newcastle alone« and which to the general public; but they 
proposed to go farther than this, and to ask whether the 
Corporation were the proper parties to have the management 
of the river, to the exclusion of the people of Gateshead and 
Shields. He had pledged himself, in opening tbe case of the 
promoter*, to prove that the river was badly managed by the 
present Conservators; that it might be better managed ; and 
that the means of its better management amplv existed. If, 
when stating bis case, be seemed too confident of bis ability to 
do all this, be was sure that Captain Washington must now 
feel that bis confidence was fully justified. He bad clearly 
shown that tbe river was disgracefully managed ; that opprea- 
sive and mischievous taxes were levied on shipping; and 
that a large portion of the revenues yielded by tbe river were 
expended upon tbe streeu of Newcastle. The Town Clerk 
had remarked that in 1833 tbe duty devolved upon his shonl- 
den ot defending tbe Conservaton for having done nothing. 
It was fair to expect, from tbe warning then given, that the 
persons who assumed the management of the river under tbe 
Municipal Bill would have vigorously discharged the duties of 
their trust. But when, after the lapse of ten years, the Tidal 
Harbours Commissionera visited Newcastle, another and mora 
solemn warning was needed and waa given. Those Commis- 
sioners, in their report of 1846, made illusion to the vastneu of 
the foreign and coasting traffic of tbe Tyne, and observed :— 
^ Where all seemed so prosperous, it was an ungrateful task to 
point out that such a state of things might be deceitful ; yet so 
It assuredly would prove to be, if the river were much mnger 
abandoned to itself, as, generally speaking, it had been, till 
within tbe last few years." The Coamisslonen singled out, 
in their report, the more prominent delects in the navigation, 
and showed how little had been done in eicecntioB of Rennie's 
r. -commendations; and whao thej were in Newcastle in 
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p«rioD, tb^ ** impretted npoB Um ComrttioB the iaportAaee 
of liAviiiff a new ranrey •# tke rhrer, that tiM qvettioo of Iom 
or gain of depth might not bo kft in donbt" Yet no rach 
•orvey bad been made, and Capt. Wasbington bad ei- 
perieawed the greatest difficnhy in eonieqnence of the 
omiesion, Rennie'i sort cy being ttiU the most reeent. Tbe 



sorfCT being 

catting of ballait into the river, and into tbe eea within tbe 
boondariet. wai broogbt under tbe notiee of tbe Connnit- 
•ionenandthe Corporation in 1845:— with what eflectCapt. 
Washington had learned during bis present investigation. 
Tbe praetioe prevailed as much as ever, to tbe immioent peril 
of life and property, and the injury of tbe harbour. Wlioi be 
(Mr. Lietcb) was stating bis case, and asserted that ballast was 
thrown, not only at sea, but into the river, Capt. Washington 
was startled and incrednlons, and eapressed a hope that be 
would be eareful, and nsake no charges whieb be was not 
certain that be could prove. He thought be might say that he 
had proved his assertion beyond all question. That an enor- 
mous quantity of ballast wae thrown into tbe harbour, no man, 
now, could doubt; and so long as tbe Corporation made a 
profit of £7,000 a-year by the 'conveyance of ballast, so long 
would ballast be thrown into tbe sea, and men's lives aad 
property would be endangered. He could not think, however, 
whatever might be the late of the Conservancy Bill, that tbe 
choking of tbe river with ballast could survive tbe present 
inquiry. Mr. Lietcb went through the evidenoe of the 
witnesses on both sides as to the state of tbe river, and said 
that Mr. CUrton had called a pilot who did not mend bis caae. 
It was plainly shown that the river, if better in some places, 
was much worse in others, and that, on tbe whole, it was in a 
discreditable state. He did not blame Mr. Brooks ; be bad not 
fbirplay ; his hands were tied ; bis employers thouabt more of 
how much money they could save, than of tbe amount wbich 
they ought to eipend. Their whole proceedings sbowed tbe 
gross puttelity with whieb tbey had acted. Of tbe £77,000 
raised under tbe acts of 1837 and 1841, £63,000 had been 
devoted to tbe extension of the public quay at Newcastle, wbei% 
there was a good quay ah«ady, and tbe remainder went for 
genoral purposes. The promoters of tbe bill, be could tell tlie 
Town Clerk, were determined, not only to compel the Conser- 
vators to apply Uie revenues of the river to river purposes in 
future, but also to refund what tb^ had misappropriated. 
(Laughter.) Now, as to the constitution of the Commission. 
It was quite elear that the inhabitants of Newcastle were net 
tbe onlv persons interested in the good management of tbe 
river. No cue would deny that Gatesbend and Shields bad an 
abiding interest m its condition. But there was this distinction 
to be made. Newcastle and Oateshead bad many ether sources 
of support : North aad South Sbields might be said to be solely 
dependant on shipping. And this was tbe reason wby tlie pro- 
moters of the bill claimed for Sbields a larger number of Com- 
missioners than was proportioned to her population in 



comparison with that of Neweastleand Gateshead. Obiections 
wen made to tbe selection of tbe Shields Commissionera from 
the regieiered shipowners of tbe port alone. It was true, as 
bad been said, that every one, living on the banks of tbe river, 
was interested, more or leas directly, in its proper condition and 
management ; but tbe shipowner was the first to feel tbe conse- 
quences of its neglect. If bis sbi|> were injured on a sboal, or 
be could not obtain a return freight, be bad the strongest 
motives to see that a remedy was provided for tbe eviL If tbe 
river were placed in the bands of a Commission, it would 
receive more exclusive and particular attention than from a 
Council eomposed of coalowners, tradesmen, and attorneys, 
eleeted for general municipal purposes. Commissions bad been 
ebaraoterised by the Town-Clerk as hotbeds of jobbing. But 
these were irresponsible Commissions: the Tyne Conservancy 
Commission was to be elected and retpoosib^ mnS^ HI19 ottiert 
of tbe samecharaciLf, AUbl 1 "=-jk we!L The number uf Cijm ' 
mbiiaoers— twelve— was sdapttsd ta accordance vttfa a recooi' 
EQeodftiioQ of tbe Tidsl Harbours Comjiiiisiimers. Her did not 
stand there to adro^ale tbe pnndp'k nf the River Wesr Cocp- 
mii«io0. Tbe; Suuderland Commit tii>iii:r« wer^ D&mcd in Ihe 
bill, nnd thpoiEclve^ fllted^&p vacfiDcie^K. Tbt'V w€rf, id frb0rt, 
a lelf-eteeted body; bul^ bting eonstiiuti»d for a paftieular 
pnrpose^ and batiag no conQicticg iDteresU to lerre, Xhej bad 
profcijted Dobk itatie piers idlo the lea^ dL^ef^fDi^d: ih^ wAteron 
the bar, And ii£conc)pn!^hedotbcri;mpTOTetD€rkt*4, In NiwcaMlt.> 
00 tbe oootrarj, »o simple a thing as a iid« f«atej recommende^l 



by the Commissioners In 1846, aad again reeomoMBded by 
Captain Washington in 1848, was not yet provided. Mr. 
Lieteh read extiaeU from tbe report of the Tidal Uarbovs 
Commissionefs, to prove that rivers and harbours were better 
■saaaged by Commissions than by Municipal Corporations. 
Tbe oMnagement of Leith harbour had been traasferred with 
advantage from the Edinburgh Corporation to a Commission. 
At Perth, up to 1880, the conservancy of tbe barbour and river 
were vested in the bands of tbe City Magistrates by charter— 
hyekmrUr (laughter); but tbe laws of Britain were not, like tbe 
laws of the Modes and Persians, unchangeable. Tbe City 
Magistrates thought more of the profiu of their salmon fisheries, 
and of throwing out jetties to make new yronnd (langhtor), than 
of the navigation of the river ; and their powers of oonservator- 
sbip were transferred to a Board ol CoosmiMioners, who, in 
1848, were complimented by tbe Commissioners of the Crown, 
first, on *<tbe good judgoMut and foresight evinced in having 
eaosed an admirable survey and nlan of tbeir river to be made, 
and in consulting a firat-rate engineer aad following bis advice/ 
aad, seeondlr, on ** the liberality they had shown in eipending 
BMire than iMfiOO in improvements." At Duncee, up to the 
year 1810^ tbe barbour was entrusted by charter to the care of 
the Magistrates and Town.Couacil; bat in tbat year it was 
transferred by act of parliament to a Commission. A similar 
change had been found ncoessary at 



Ghugow were also referred to by Mr. Lietcb. Having thus 
shown the Town Clerk that the change contemplated by tbe 
promoters of tbe bill was not onpreced«oted, aad that Commis- 
sions were not neoessarily hotbeds ef jobbing, be assured him 
that tbe Tyne would never be well managed until its conser- 
vancy was the esclusive duty of one body of men, constituted 
for tbe express purpose. Oateshead and North and South 
Sbields bad a just claim to be represented in such a body, 
instead of being eiduded from all participation in tbe manage- 
ment of a river 00 which tbeir welfare depended. No borough 
would consent to be governed by one of its wards— no kingdom 
by one of iu couaties: then why should one towo have tbe sole 
control of a river on which three other important towns were 
built t It was the want ef represtnuttoo that last year tore the 
port of Newcastle asunder. If the Tuwo Clerk and Corporation 
could view this question impartially— if tbey eoold view it a>, 
be believed, tbe great bulk of tbe iobabitants of Newcastle 
viewed it — thmr would acknowledge that, as all who dwelt on 
the banks of tbe river were ioterented tn iu condition, lo 
should ther all have a voice in its management. 

Oapt. Washington: Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen, thin 
important inquiry has, at length, been brought to a c]o«e. I 
thank you, on behalf of the Adosiralty, for the valuable infor. 
mation which you have so freely afforded ae. Whatever- 
feeling mav have been manifested here— whatever feeling I 
may myself have evinced —and it is impossible for a nautical 
man, as I am. not to have a strong feclinr on many ot tbe 
points which have come under our consideration, both hero 
and at Shields— but 1 assure yon that no bias shall influence 
my report to the Lords of the Admiralty. For it is to the 
Admiralty, and not to tbe House of Lords or Commons, that my 
report will be addressed. I am here simply to protect the 
interests of the nation, of which you form a part, in the navica- 
tion of the Tyne; and my report will be commoaioated to 
parliaraeai, tor iu asiistance in dealing with tbe Tyne Conser- 
vancy Bill. Whatever mav be tbe result— whether the river 
be left in the hands of the Corporation of Newcastle or trans- 
ferred to a Commission— I do fervently hope that it will be 
managed hereafter for tbe good of all ; for it is far too noble 
and important a river to be trifled with any looser. Tbe 
praetioes that have been proved to exist cannot go on without 
ruin, sooner or later, to all the towns tbat occupy its banks. I 
hope tbat you will one and all resolve that that day »ball never 

p-mP, l.-lX lf-.u j >,! '■•■I'i .LJ_ikL J-"Ji !;-L.i 'ha! i: niwl;L Lu he 

and presiefvti it so, ht the wdlanf and pfosfiifHty pi Camiiieic« 
and Msnurscturet tin boib tide$ ul tbti Tj^e. ^^plaute,) 

Mr* LiETCQ, the TowH Cl^rk, iir^d |h^. \U¥t>a,i»iicurml 
in tbSfiktDg Capt* Washin^mn lor \h^ ,,^|^^rt;e, ciaT*^ atid icB- 
partialiiy wiih *hitii he bad coD«1ucted »l\ in^mrj. 



Th^ priweedinga cloMd at abcnit8 o'^v 
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Mr. George Crawsbay, sen., oi London, has lately 
viiited the Gateshead IroDworkt (Hawks, Crawsbay, &'Sonsl 
in which he is ao exteasive partner, and, having also inspected 
the Newcastle Infirmary and other paUic institutions, has left 
instructions for payment of the following donations :— New. 
castle Infirmary, £60 ; Gateshead Dispensary. £35; and 
Newcastle Eye Infirmary, £2&. 

Henry Brockett, Esq., of Content, (a native of this 
borough,) has been unanimoasly, and unsolicited, returned 
by the electors ot Hanover, Jamaica, as their representative in 
the House of Assembly, of that island. The Cornwaii Chro- 
Hide congratulates the parish of Hanover on having obtained 
the services of so able and independent an iodividoal to 
represent it in the legislature. The election took place at Mon- 
tego Bay, on the 10th of January, at 8 o'clock in the morning— 
the ships iu the harbour being beautifully decorated with flags 
on the occasion. James Deans, E«q., nominated Mr. Brockett ; 
and he was seconded by Joshua Hayward, Esq. Mr. Brockett 
was declared unanimously elected. So soon as the event was 
made known, a flag was hoisted on the dome of the Court 
House, and the shipping fired a loyal salnte of 19 guns. 190 
persons sat down at 3 o'clock to a sumptuous dinner in the 
Court House, and spent a delightful evening in honour of the 
election. 

The late Mr. Silvbrtop. — In bow many chan- . 
nels the benevolence of Mr. Silvertop ran, is known to no 
human eye; but that tliey were very numerous one Isct may 
senre to show. Since the publication of our last number, in 
which we paid our tribute to the memory of the deceased, a 
respectable tradesman of our borough has informed us that an 
apprentice of his, the sou of a hind at Miosteracres, had a 
weeldy maintenance from Mr. Silvertop of 4s., and that his 
brother, an apprentice in Newcastle, had the same allowance. 
Our neighbour added, that he, too, had reason to be grateful to 
the deceased, being indebted to bis bounty lor all the education 
he ever got at school. Mr. Silvertop's funeral took place on 
Monday, Feb. *26, at Ryton. Several members of the family 
have been buried at St. Mary's, Gateshead :— Mrs. Mary Silver- 
top, July I, 1067; Albert (son of Joseph) Silvertop, June 17, 
1746; Joseph Silvertop, May 16, 1706; and Bridget Silvertop, 
June 20, \T90.^Gateahead Observer, March 3. 

Gateshead Union. — The fortnightly meeting of 
the Union was held on Tuesday, Feb. 27, (J. Coweo, Eiq., in the 
chair,) when tenders from various parties of premises for 
Board Room, 8tc^ (the present landlord having given notice to 
quit,) were read. The Committee were instructed to survey 
the diflerent premises and report their opinion thereon. The 
Clerk reported from the Nuisance Removal Committee, that 
in their opinion, as the epidemic had nearly disappeared, they 
considered the services of an Inspector of Nuisances might bie 
dispensed with. The Chairman and others thought it would 
be rather premature to act upon this advice ; particularly as, 
from what they had seen or the " ways" of Gateshead, there 
seemed to be much yet left undone. Mr. Joseph Robson 
thought the inhabitants should enforce the penalties against 
the offenders, instead ol employing an officer for that purpose; 
but it was urged that the burgesses of Gateshead were not dis- 
posed to ** inform,** It was eventually decided that the report 
should stand over for consideration until the next meeting. The 
situation of Medical Officer (vacant by the resignation of Dr. 
Barkus)was ordered to be advertised ~ the salary to be the 
same as at present. It was also ordered that tenders for provi. 
sions should be advertised for. A long letter from R. Carr, 
£iq., J.P., was read, detailing proceedings in the vestry of 
Whickham as to numerous applications for relief from unem- 
ployed workmen at Messrs. Crowley, Mil1in^ton,& Cu.'s works, 
commonly called ** Crowley's Cre*," and stating his opinion 
that the poor-law was Inadequate to mcft the ca^e, and had 
consequently, he thought, broken down. He ihouxbt the work- 
house test perfectly inapplicable to the case; and the ratepayers 
of Whickham had determined to employ several of the parties 
out of the highway-rate, which was alio most objectionable. 
The Chairman, and the meeting generally, thought there would 
be no *' break down" at all; and the truth of this opinion was 
soon established, for a deputation from ^Crowley's Crew," 
unmarried men, having beeu ai^mitted, and suied their case, 
were told that work (breaking stones, which was certainly em- 
ployment, though not very lucrative,) was at their service- 



when they declared that they did not believe Mai one of their 
body would avail hinuelfofiL The system adopted at Messrs. 
Crowlej's works seems of the moat antiquated description, and 
is certalnlj more calculated to promote idleness than industry. 
Burglary in Gateshead.— In the night of the 7ih 
March, a gang of burglars visited Gateshead, and went about 
their evil work in like manner with the gang by which we were 
infested two years ago, (and whose leader, by the way, was one 
of the victims of the late visitation of cholera). The house of 
Mr. Brown, of the firm of Abbot & Co., Gateshead Park Iron- 
works, was first attempted. The residence of this gentleman 
is in West-street. The burglars broke a square of glass in the 
front window— the extent of the damage done to Mr. Brown. 
They had found, probably, on pressure, that the inside shutters 
were too strongly barred to admit of their being quietly forced 
open. Turning to the house of Mr. Michael Greene, Mr. Brown's 
neighbour, they broke a square there, also. The shutters, less 
strongly guarded, were thrust in. Openinir the window, they 
took out the framed blind, and placed it on the ground, between 
the front of the house and a bush, deliberately heaping mould 
against it with their hands, that the wind might not blow it 
inside, and tell tales. The parlour and the kitchen were then 
thoroughly ransacked. Every drawer, closet, box, underwent a 
minute examination. An overcoat was taken from the passage 
and spread upon a table — for what purpose it is difficult to 
divine. The pockets were searched, and it was covered with 
spots of candle-grease. Strange to say, however, neither plate, 
trinkets, nor other articles of value were taken ! Some bread 
and butter, and a couple of packs of cards, these formed the 
whole booty of the burglars. Either money was their sole 
object, or they had been alarmed. Yet the latter supposition is 
hardly admissible, inasmuch as no preparation had been made 
for the removal of property, and the intruders had let themselves 
out, deliberately, at the front door— the shutters having been 
reclosed after they obtained admission. The first intimation 
received by the family, on rising in the morning, that uninvited 
visitors had been with them overnight, was the discovery that 
the door of ihe bouse was unlocked. [We have heard, since 
the foregoing was written, that an attempt was made, the same 
night, at Mr. Hodgson's in Brunswick-terrace ; but the square 
broken chanced to be in the window of a bed-room, and the 
inmates rising, the burglars fled.] 



THF LATE GEORGE SILVBRTOP, ESa 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE dATESHEA]) OBSEBVKB. 

Dear Sir,— 1 was just sitting down to write to you wiien 
your valuable journal was put into my hand. I have, indeed, 
lost a most kind and ever-consistent friend, by the, to me, 
unexpected death of Mr. Silvertop; and deeply do I deploreand 
mourn his loss. For a period of about a quarter of a century 
has be proved to me the ever.willing, active, faithful friend. I 
cannot yet realiae the fact that I shall see him no more. He 
was so quiet respecting all the good he did, and having found, 
from several mutual north-country friends, that he had never 
named to them the most kind and prominent part he had taken 
in my career, I was fearful you might not have been acquainted 
with the circumstances, ana was on the point of wnting you 
the substance of what you have so well and kindly expressed 
in your beautiful and well-deserved enlogium on my late 
highly-esteemed and much valued friend, when your journal 
was put into my hand. 

With many thanks, I am, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

42, Harewood-square, Feb. 27, 1849. J. G. LoooH. 

[It was from one of those ** mutual north-country friends" 
thiitoor information came ; and all that we know of Mr. Lough 
and Mr. ^ilvertop warrants us in believing, that not from the 
Utter, but the former, did the gentleman in question derive his 
kno4 ledge. In addition to Mr. Lough's letter, others have 
reached us, bearing grateful testimony to the truthfulness of 
our tribute to the memory of the deceased. ** As an intimate 
friend of the late Mr. Silvertop,'* says one of the writers (an 
exalted member of another Church than the deceased's), ** I 
beg to ofler you my hearty thanks for the eloquent tribute 
which you have paid to his memory; and from a perfect 
knowledge of his character I can assure you that not a word of 
it was undeserved or exaggerated. He was one of the very 
best men 1 ever have known."— Ed. G.O.] 
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ADMIRALTY REPORT. 

TOSK. mWOASTLS. AVD BBBWIOK KA1LWIT:-BBAH0H 

TO AUTMOUTH, AVD TO HBWCABTLB QUAT. 

Thb ob^eete of the praent Bill, wbieh omm vith» tbe 
jvriidMoB of the Adpiinltj, or directly or indirecUy •fleet 
tlie isteretU of savigatioD or of abippiDic, are ai follow :«- 

1. The propoial to abaadoa a fforocr line^aiMl to cany anew 
braseh line to Newoaetle Qoay. 

a. To make a braacli from Lesbwy to AlnauMitby croMiag 
tbe Hirer AIo by a viadoct. 

3. To take powers to sobMribe towardi, or to beeone thare- 
boldert ia» tbe Sonderland Docks. 

A pablie loeal iMOiry baviog been ioititated byaa inepeetor 
appointed by the Lorde Coanniuionen of the Admiraltyi it 
appears that the intended approaeb to Newcastle Qnay^gruited 
nnder a fonner Act of 1846, is to be abandoned, and a Uae 
snbstitnted about 135 yards lower down the river. The road, 
or rather tramway, will eross the pobUe qnay at right angles, 
and on a level, at abont 690 yards below Tyne bridge, and will 
extend for 50 yards cast and west along the river side. 

As tbe railway will not be worked by a locomotive engine, 
nor otherwise intermpt the osoal traiBe of the qoay ; and as the 
Company do not interfere with the right of the harbonr-mastcr 
to berth and remove veeeels as may be necessarr, and as it has 
received the sanction of tbe Corporation of Newcastle (tbe 
Conservators of the River Tyne), their lordships assent to this 
portion of the Bill. 

The second objeet is to make a branch line from the village 
of Lesbttiy, abont time miles east of Alnwick, to AInmonth, 
crossing the river Aln at abont half a mile from iu ootlet into 
the sea. The line will be one mile in length ; and the cost of oon- 
stmedon is estimated at £10/)00, indnding £2,000 for the 
crossing. Shortly before reaching the terminus at Alnmooth^the 
raad will be carried over a portion of the Aln, on an embank. 
mentaOO feet in length, and over the remainder of the river on 
a fixed timber viaduct 9B0 feet long, standing on open piles, and 
placed at an angle of 65 degrees with the stream, having nine 
bi^s or openings of 98 feet width each, and the soffit of tbe 
beams three feet above the swlaee of high water of ordinary 
spring tides. 

The whole width of tbe Aln at the site of the proposed cross- 
ing is 060 feet at high water, and 100 feet at low water. Tbe 
tide rises on springs 84 feet ; and at that period there is a 
depth of U feet in the channel at high water. The tide flows 
up to Lesbury, three miles above ; and the river is navigable so 
fisr for large boats, but it does not appeer that at present there 
Is any traffic by water to that place. 

Alnmouth harbour lies about a ouarter of a mile below the 
proposed erofsing, at half a mile within the bar of the river, ov«r 
which there is a depth of 14 feet at high-water of spring tides. 
At present the trade is small, but in the year 1818 it is stated 
that ISOjOOO o aarters of oats were exported from this creek. The 
population of Alnmouth is about 430. of which 50 are seafuing 
men and 16 flsheraien. There are six traders belonging to the 
pltee, and about 30 boats. The arrivals last year were 79 
vessels of ft^Ot tons. Of these nine were with timber, sod one 
of 195 tens burthen and 13 feet draft of water. There are two 
fords acrou the Aln passable at low weter, one at 650 yards, 
and the other 900 yards below tbe proposed bridge. Tbe latter 
is an artificial bank of large stones raised two or more feet above 
the bed of the river, and forms a dangerous and illegal obstruo- 
tion in the stream, and has been the cause of damage to vessels. 
As this ridge of stones will interpose between tbe harbour and 
the railway terminus, to which all traders are entitled to 
appinaeh as near as possible, their lordships must require the 
I to be removed down to the natural bed of tbe river. 



rbey mnst, hemeeer, roqaiiu that the piles sbiH Ik ptaced 
r with the set of the stieam; that the headway msdertlm 
dge shall be at leaet six feet above the suHaee of Ihe highest 



Tbe river Aln at the site of the proposed viaduct expands 
over a shallow bed to a width of 060 feet. A solid embankment 
of 00 feet on the south-east side, and one of 350 feet on the west 
side, (making an angle of 65 degrees with the stream J with the 
piling, will narrow tbe river to a width of 333 feet The 
seetional area of the waterway at high water at present is 3^643 
square feet, tbe embankmenU and piling win occupy 890 feel, 
leaving 1,745 feet as tbe whole area at high water. 

As a geqeral principle, it is highly desirable to carry a 
viaduct across a river at right angles to the stream; but as it 
appears from the statement of the engineer tbe nature of the 
ground in the present case renders such a measure hardly prac- 
ticable, unless at a very greatly increased expense, their lord- 
ships will not insist upon it 



Th 
fairi 
bridge I 

spring tides; and that should the nver 1 
up to Lesbnry, so as to be navigated bf vessels with fined 
masts, the RathrayCompaay shall be bound to make an open- 
ing in the bridge sufficient to rilow vessds to pass throagh, 
freeoftoH. Upon these eonditioas their lordships assent to the 
proposed erossing of the Aln at Alnmouth. 

As the high levd bridges across the navigable rivers Tyne 
and Tweed have been built by tbe York, Newenstle. and 
Berwick Railway Company, without the plans or working 
drawings having been submitted to the Admiralty since tbe 
passing of their Act in 1846^ although the RaOway Claases 
Consolidation Aot, which is incornerated in their own Act, 
required them to do so, the lordships wiU rrqoire a speeial 
eUuse to this efleet to be inserted in the present BiU. 

The third object of the Bill which directlv or indirectly 
afliecto the interesU of shipping, is contained in the 84th seetion, 
which gives powers to the Railway Company to subscribe 
towards, and to become shareholders in, tbe Sunderfamd Dock, 
to an extent not exceeding the sum of £150,000. 

Under the powera granted by the Sunderland Dock Act of 
1846, a spacious wet dock of 26 acres in extent is being rapidly 

the sea, on the senlh 



.on land chiefly gained from y 
side of the Wear, having an entraace and tidal basin leading 
out of Sunderiand harbour. 

As the present Bill takes no powers to interfere with the 
authority or juri^iction of the River Wear Commissioners, 
their lordships have no opinion to ofler on this point; but tb^ 
would suggest that the fevourable opportunity now afTorded for 
making a graving dock leading out of tbe tidal basin— the 
great want of Sunderland harboui^should not be lost sight oi 

With these suggestions, nod the conditions expressed above, 
their lordships assent to the Bill. 

Admiralty, Mareb 5th, 1848. H. G. Ward. 
o 

NORTH SHIELDS QUAYS AND IMPROVEMENTS 

BILL. 

THB ADMIRALTY REPORT. 

Tbb obiects and provisions ot this biU, which fell within 
the inrisdiction of tlie Admiralty, or affect the interests of 
navigation or shipping, are as follows :— 

1. The preambfe of the bill.— 3. The construction of a quay 
and other works at North Shields.— 3. The appointment of 
Commissioners to regulate such works.— 4. Authority to levy 
dues on vessels resorting to the qoay —5. The power to borrow 
money on the credit of tbe does. — Aod, lastly, authority to 
dredge and deepen the bed of the river in front of tbe said qoay 
aod works, and to receive aod supply ballast to vcMels resorting 
to the proposed quay. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, haviag 
appointed an inspector to institute an inquiry on the spot, have 
to lay the following fleport before Parliament, as the result of 
the evidence given during that invcbtisatioo. 

The preamble recites the Act of 31 Henry YIII., c. 18, which 
prohibits any merebant or other person from loading or 
unloading a vessel in any place on the river Tyne, from a spot 
at the entrance of tbe river, called Spar Hawke, to Hedwia 
Streams, at tbe limit of the tide, a distance of 19 miles, save at 
the town of Newcastle, and nowhere else, upon pain of forfeiture 
of all such goods, wares, and merebandise so shipped or 
landed *, and the first clause of the bill gives power to repeal oo 
much of the said Act 

As the towns of North and Sooth Shields, at tbe entimnoe of 
the Tyne, at A distance of nine miles from Newcastle, have 
become places of great trade aod resort for shipping, and have 
been, from tbe 5th of April, 1848, constituted a separate and 
independent port, oalled the Port of Shields, since which period 
the custom-house dues have nearly doubled, and as the number 
of vessels loading and discharging within the said port is very 
large, their lordships are ol opinion that tbe repeal of so much 
of tbe above recited Act of Henry ihe Eighth may be attended 
with great oonvenience to tbe general traffic ot tbe Tyne. 

Clause 17 of the bill gives powers to construct a qnay and 
other works at North Shields. The only quays at present 
existing are the New Qoay, 70 yards long, having less than a 
foot depth at low water; and tbe Union Qoay, 130 yards long, 
which cannot be approached by a boat till within an hour of 
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taifb water, ftod it tberafofe Mnptimtifdy nieleM. The 
toraier it the UodioK plaoe for ftll toe passage steamers, and 
is AiIl? oooapied. The shore between these two quays is in a 
raffged and filthy state, and affords great facilities for smuggling 
and thieving. 

It is here that it is proposed to eonstrvet a quay, 680 yards 
in length, with an average width of 90 yards, and to extend out 
to low-water mark, or thereaboots, and thus to substitute a 
spacious thoroughfare, with ample aeoommodatioo for the com- 
meroe of a large and inereasing port, nscead of an irregular 
shore, bloeked up with houses, and having an unsightly bend 
in it, the common deposit of filth and ashes. 

The objeetions to tbe proposed auay are— That it extends too 
far into the river; that it would deprive veasds of a useful 
shore for graving : that it would block up a passage that 
should be preterved for small craft ; and that it might cause 
tbe removal of one breadth of ships in the mooriag tiers. 
However important may be some of these minor details (and 
some of them may be occasionally ofoonsiderable importance), 
their lordships are of opinion that they are quite subordinate to 
the main quesiion tu be first determined. What is best to be 
done at this spot for the general benefit of tbe river t It so 
happens that Rennie furnished an answer to this question 33 
years ago, when, in his Report on the Tyne in 1616, he rccom- 
flsended precisely such a quay, and on an elaboimto plan of the 
Tyne laid down river lines extending over the very same pointe 
which the promoters are willing to adopt as their line. 

That question determined, ilie loss of the graving shore has 
a claim to be well eonsidered; and on this point their lordships 
are of opinion that a very great advantage to Shields harbour, 
and a general benefit to the Tyne, would accrue from the 
reoMval of the Wbitlev staitbs (which have already been the 
cause of much mischief), and by converting the Low Lighte 
shore into a graving place for vessds that require small 
repairs, and for laying a sinking ship on in case of need. 

The other objections are not of kuflksieat importance to be 
placed against the necessity that existe for affMrding the i 
and essential accommodation to a port, of quays, space 
warehouses, and free access for the public to the waterside. 

Clauses o to 10 specify the numiMr and qualification of 
Commissioners for the maintenance and regulation of the quay 
and works. It is proposed that there shall be 19 Commis- 
sioners, tbe qualification of one-half the number to be owners of 
a ship of 900 tons, and of the remaining six occupiers or 
owners of property in Shields of the annual value ot £20 or 
upwards. 

Clause 14 gives authority to borrow money on the dues to aa 
amount not exceeding £96^000 at any one time. 

Clause 16 defines the limiu of jurisdiction of the Commis- 
sioners to be 100 yards into the river from the face of their 
quays. Their lordships are of opinion that this should only be 
permitted with a reservation of the powers of tbe harbour- 
master of Shields, who is appointed by the Conservators of the 
Tyne. 

Clauses 99 and 93 give powers to levy dues on vessels 
resorting to the eoay, and on goods shipped or unshipped at 
the quay, according to sobedoles annexed to the bill; and 
clause 97 makes provision for the rates being reduced when 
the works are complete. Prom an inspection of these rates it 
appears that goods will then be delivered in Shields at con* 
•iderably less expense than at present. It is stated in evidence 
that many goods intended for Shields are now Innded at New. 
castle Qoay, and thereby incur a charge of eight times tbe rate 
that will be levied at Sbields according to the proposed toriff. 

Clause 99 makes it lawful for tbe Commissioners to dredge 
and deepen the bed of tbe river Tyne, for the purpose of 
enabling vessels to have access to, and lie in front of, tbe said 
quay and works. Their lordships are of opinion that this 
dause should be more than permissive : it should be compul- 
sory to maiotein a sufficient depth for vessels uf the usual 
burthen to lie afloat alongside their quays. 

Clause 31 authorizes the Commissioners to receive and 
supply ballast from and to vessels using the quay and works. 
As it appears in evidence that thousands of tons of ballast are 
annually thrown into Shields harbour, caused, as is stoted, by 
the heavy cess or duty on landing it, levied by the Corporation 
of Newcastle, their lordships must require that no charge 
whatever, beyond tbe actual cost of discharging or supplying 
•ballast, be claimed by tbe Commissioners, or by any other 



party ovet whom they may have authority ; and, fartber, th«t 
they make provision for Keeping a check upon eviery ton of 
ballast disohaiged from vessels Ijlng within the limite of tbdr 
lurisdiction. 

Clause 34 claims exemption for vessels using the port of 
Shields only, from a portion of the dues levied by the Copora- 
tion of Newcastle on all vessels entering the Tjm, and 
nrepoees to substitute a payment of one-third of the dues itow 
levied, in eonsideraition of the general objects of providing 
moorings, deepening the river, the preservation of the peace, 
&e. As this clause raises the general question of the Conser- 
vancy of the Tyne, for which purpose a bill is now before par- 
liament, their lordships refrain at present from oflEBring any 
opinion on the subject 

The following is a summary of the conditions proposed :» 

I. The line of quay at North Sbields shall adhere to the 
river line at that spot laid down by Rennie^ or to a line to be 
approved by the Admiralty. 

9. The foundations shall be laid low enough to admit of 
dredging to a depth of 19 foot at low water along the face of the 
quay. 

3. Sufficient landing places, at about 900 yards apart, with 
steps down to low water, shall be provided for the conveniehce 
of the public, as well as suffioient mooring poste and ring^ for 
the safety of shipping. The requisite cranes shall be erected, 
and the quays tie properiy lighted and watched. 

4. An entrance 40 leet wide shall be left to Young's graving 
dock, and be crossed by a wdl cobstructed opening bridge. 

6. That no charge beyond tbe actual cost of receiving or 
supplying ballast be made by the Commissioners, or by any 
other party over whom they nsay have authority. 

With these recommendations and conditions their lordships 
assent to the MIL H. Q. Waeo. 

Admiralty, 7ih Mardi, 1640. 

GATESHEAD BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 

TsB lortnightlv meeting took plaoe on the 13th of March (J. 
Cowen, Esq., in the chair). Mr. Pearse, on the motion of Air. 
Broekett, seconded by Mr. Pearson, was unanimously elected 
to the office of Medical Officer for the Gateahead District, in 
the room of Dr. Barkus, resigned. 

Mr. Davis, Medical Officer for the district including Gates- 
head Fell, Wrekenton, &&, applied for an advance m salary, 
which was granted. 

Tbe report of the Committee, appointed to inspect the c|if- 
ferent premises ofiiMred to the Ooaraians for (^oes, was read, 
which recomflsended a house, the property of Mr. Adamson, ip 
Oakwellgate,as the one most suitable for tbe purposes of the 
Union, and stated that arrangemenu had been entered into 
with Mr. Adamson for a lease of the house for 91 years. Since 
the report was agreed to, however, it appeared that possession 
of the premises could not be obtained at May; and a suitable 
house in West-street, the property of Messrs. Youngs having 
since been offered, tbe Committee were empowered to engage it 
immediately, if suitable for the purpose, which has since been 
done. 

The propriety of difpeDAicur wiib the services of \he Inipeetor 
of Nuisances was next discui«edi wbca it wna nesolved thai the 
parish be inspected by the di^t^rcnt Saoitary Commttt«eti and 
that they report at the n^nt mL-eting of the Baard. 

Mr. R. Carr then adfocated, «t |^r«at length, the necessity of 
the Board finding em ploy meat For upwards of 100 able- bodied 
men, the workmen ol Messrs, Cmw lej, MiUiagton, &l Co., mho 
had applied to the pariah for reliet, owing to the vant of em- 
ployment. Mr. Carr »«id that a conaiderAl^li!^ numhcr bad 
already been employed by iha lor^eyor of hij^bway!;, bat be 
thought ihvj would be more prai^erlj pl&ced undtr tbe oEHci^rs 
of tbe union. Several of tbe appUemntfi were tbeo called in and 
questioned, after which the relievio^ ofBcer vai iiistruoied to 
inquire into each Individ tial caa^i aod ri^p^^rt at a ipeciaL meet- 
ing of the Board, to be held on Tuesday neict, at which Mr* 
Hawloy, Assistant Poor La« Commtssioneri ii expected to he 



Mr. Cooke gave notice of motion for the next meetuig» tlmt- 
Mr. Hutt, the member for Gateshead, be requested by tae 
Board to move, in the House of Commons, for copies of the 
following returns;— A return of the number of Iriah paupers 
who have received relief in England from March 95tb, 1847, 
to March 95(h, 1849, With tbe amount of such relief; i return 
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of the cost attending the removftl of Irish panpen,* from the 
25tb March, 1847, to the 26th March, 1849; the number of 
coDOBitmenu during each of the last two years, distingoishing 
English, Scotch, and Irish ; the nomber of convictions dnnng 
each of the past two years, distingoishing English, Scotch, and 
Irish. 

The letting of the contracts for provisions, elothinr> &c, for 
the ensuing half-year, was next proceeded with, and were entered 
into with the following tradesmen :— 

Mr. John Hopper, for best floar, 3te. per uek; MtmesI, S0«. fid. ; 
taricy.lOt.; peM,SB.6d. Bread; Seeoods flov, pu* 4m loaf, A^d.; 
nwsUn ditto, Sfd. 

Mr.Bobert Storey, NeweeeUe^ for keef. rounde and flanks, fla. 3d. 
per atODO ; ooarae pieoee, 4e. 

Mr. C^eorge Bell, for groeeriea. 

Mr. John Blakej. for shoeo. 

Measra. J. & W. Bobeoo, for elothlng materlala. 

Mr. J. F. Brett, for elothing. 

Mr. Hetberington, for hau and oapa. 

Ouidoar BeHtfy Fortnight ending March 12. 

FIRST WBEK. 
Namber. Money. Kind. Total. 

eaCaabead......ll83 ..^645 10 3 .,£» 4 1 ..£68 3 4 

Heworth^...... 319 .. 10 4 3 .. 9 14 S .. 91 18 5 

Wbiekham^.... 948 .. 14 18 9 .. 5 .. 16 3 

Wialaton ^..p. M6 .. 30 1 .. 9 7 6 ,. 38 8 8 

KrBtwaek,*..p.sl4I6 £110 3 3 497 10 9 £143 14 

SECOND VfBBK. 

Gateehead^....l]09 ..£45 3 ., £4 19 1 ..£A0 1 4 

Heworth Sift .. 18 16 3 ., ODD .. 18 16 3 

Whiekham 950 .. 14 17 3 .. 8 .• 16 6 3 

Winlalon p.^.. 060 .« 35 17 .. 3 .. 30 

BcModwaek ^..^ £114 18 9 £5 3 1 £190 1 10 
Portnight ......4764 931 9 39 13 10 903 16 10 

BeHe/in the Warkhoute. 
Firatweak....^..^ ^ 179 »...£18 16 Oi 

^^ I. II LI ru r 177 «••■ 18 7 1^ 

Total nlief, outdoor and indoor «.. ,^,.^.,^, .£300 18 1 14 



GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 
p esoBoa Rawu, Baq., Mayor. 

Alderwten, OotmeWort, HyiMrt,JanespBobeon, John 

p Broekett, W.H.p Angaa, John p lonn, F. P. p Baasell, John 

«,T.- Brown, Wbb. p Lister, John p Walker, Fortter 

pPeanon,G.J. Toang, B.G. 
»Proakter,B.J. p Wilaon, Jamee 
9 Bobien, Joaeph p Coalthard, B. 
p Wilaon, Tbos. CThoae'narked p were present] 

The Binutet having been read, the Town Clerk reported 
the elections of Assessors asd Auditors for the revisal of the 
burgess lists on the Ist of March ; aad be reported, also, that 
the Mayor had appointed Mr. lonn as his Aaoitor. 

A Report from the Town Improvement Committee was read. 
It recommended leave to be granted to Messrs. Allhusen & Co, 
to divert a public footpath at the South Shore, on condition 
that the public lamps should be removed and placed to the 
satisfaaiion of the Surveyor, and that the new road should be 
dedicated to the publie. It also reported that negotiations were 
going on for loans for the eoastruotion of the sewer; and that 
an alteration of a road in PipeweUgate, applied for by Mr. 
Veatch, had been considered, and a suggestion for an improve, 
ment made by the Committee, but no decision had yet been 
eome to thereon. The Report was received ; and the license to 
Messrs. Allhusen & Co. was granted on the conditions speci6ed 
in the Report, on the motion of Mr. Joseph Robson, seconded 
by Aid. Potts. 

The specification for the eommon sewer (prepared by Mr. 
Dobson) was read by the Town Clerk, and was referred to 
the Town Improvement Committee, on the motion of Aid. 
Srockett, seconded by Mr. Joseph Robson. 

Mr. Pearson said be was prepared to execute any portion 
of the sewer to the extent of £1,000, and to receive the amount 
in annual instalmenu of £100, with interest. 

The Town Clerk reported that he had written to the 
Board of Health, inquiring when the Inspecting Officer might 
be expected, and he had reoeived the following reply :— 

General Board of Health, Owy dyr Hoose, 
WbilehaU,Feb.8.1849. 

81B,— I am diretled by the eeneral Board of Health to aoknowledge 
the reeeipt of yonr letter of the 1st Instant, inqairlng when the vialt of 
tlM Soperinlendlng Inapeeto? may be aspeeted at Gateahead ; and I aoi 



Kenmlr. Wm. Blagbom, B. pi 
p Potta, John p Oook, William p I 
p Smith, Jamea p Doaglas, Wm. p I 



to Inform yon In reply, that the neeeeiary preliminary arraBgaoMnta 
will oaeapy aome time, bat they will be eooeladed as early aa praeti- 
eable, and the Inapeetor aent to Gateahead. 

I am. Sir, year obedif nt Serrant, 

Alix. Baiv, Auiatant O eare ta ry. 

Wa Kelt, Biq., Town Clerk, Gateahead. 

The Town Clerk also reported that he had attended the 
inquiries conducted by CapL Wasbtngtoo at Shields and New. 
caiftle, as to the River Tyne and its Cooservaaey, and that he 
bad oonfloed bis remarks l>efore the Commissioner to tlie object 
the Council bad in view, viz., to hare the Conservancy entrusted 
to a Commission fairly and equitably representing the several 
boroughs on the Tyne. The report of the Commissioner had 
not yet been published; but the petition in favour of a Com- 
mission of Conservancy had been forwarded to Mr. Hutt, and 
presented to the House of Commons. 

The House Committee reported that the Townhall required 
painting, and the roof a thorough repair ; that the office let to 
the Tax Commissioners at £10 a-year,aUhoagh not now needed 
by the Commissioners, would be retained by Mr. Kell at the 
same rent; and that the Town Clerk, who required an addi- 
tional office, was willing to build one 00 the north side of the 
Townhall at his own expense, the building so built to be the 
property of the Corporation. The Report was reoeived, 00 the 
motion of Mr. Lister, seconded by Mr. Cook; and the 
recommendations contained therein were adopted, and ordered 
to be carried out, on the motion of Aid. Brockbtt, seconded 
by Mr. Pearson. 

The Lighting Committee reported that the amount doe to the 
Gas Company was £141 ls.,aod the amount waa ordered to be 
paid. 

A conversation having taken place as to a perambulation of 
the boundaries of the borough, it was resolved, on the motion of 
Aid. Brockbtt seconded by Aid. Smith :->That a Committee 
be appointed for perambulatioir the boundarie«i, and that it be 
an instruction to that Committee to f>it on a ceruin day to be 
named by them, and to receive such complaints of encroach, 
meots or suggestions of any nature in conneetion with the 
boundaries and publio rightit of the borough as may be offered 
by any parties— and that the following be the Committee, viz.. 
Aldermen Wilson, Smith, Brockett, and Potts, and Cooneil- 
lors B. J. Prockter, John Lister, Joseph Robson, W. Cook, R, 
Coultbard, and John Robson. 

Alderman Pottb moved that the Town Improvement Com- 
mittee be instructed to examine into the improvements made 
by Mr. C.J. Pearson in High-street, and by the Railway Com- 
pany at the north end of Oakwellgate, and report thereon at aa 
early meeting. 

Some conversation took place as to the weiahtsand measures 
of the borough, whieh it was hoped the county wonid purchase; 
and several appeals having been heard the meeting separated. 



THE « SOUND" AND " 8TADE" DOES. 

The labours of the excellent Member for this borough, in 
reference to the onerous tolls 00 commerce levied on the Elbe 
and at the Soiud, are about to be productive, we are glad to 
find, of further and most excellent fruit. The following let- 
ter from Mr. Hutt has been raceived within these few days^ 
by one of his constituenu : — 

Mt DB4a 8iA,~as the exteneUa of the eoosmeroial intereonrae 
between the Tyne and the porta of the North of Bvrapoia a.matter of 
deep intereat to all who are ooimeeted with oar dittriet, I have thoaghC 
foa would be pirated to rreeiYe sonie tnrormatfen re e pec d ng it, which. 
In (ollowiog up some objeols wbioh have oeenpied my atteotion for 
Mverml yean, baa reoeotly reaehed me. I am referrinR to the proapee- 
tlve extinotion of the datfea levied 00 BriUah ahipa and their eargoea on 
paaaing the Sound, and the town of Sude on the Elbe. 

The Frankfort Aaaembly ba«e adopted a reaolat}on by whieh it fa 
provided that all the tolla levied on the river* of Germany ahall be 
abollabed. It waa at firat proposed that tbia reaolntion abould ooaae 
into effeot at the begiooing of the prraent year; but the applieation of it 
wa* eobeeqaently poatponed, on aoouuot of aome difloaltiea with 
Holland, and on aoeooot of the arraogementa neeraeary to fix the eom- 
penaatloo due to the Statra intcreated in theae tolla. If, however, tbe 
propoaed Geraaolo Conatitntion be eatabliahed (of whieh there i* every 
probability), the river toll* of Germany wil> i^\ be abollabed before the 
eloae or the year 1849. 

With reapeet to the Soand dnee, yon «ra ft«r^^ ^"^ ^*' "* ^^^ 
levied in a redaeed amount on the property of SrUi*h mb)eoU,by virtue 
of a treaty negotiated with Denmark by th* ^*ijl\PK^T«»\d*nt ot lb* 
Board of Trade in tbe year 1841. Thl* taHft ^^^^tp ^ ^« ^o^ (<» ^^ 
year*, and it will eonacqnentiy explra In lfiS>af «o Deottark will tall 
beak on the old trflj ot Cto^MHano^W, ^V , p'Lg 1 

'^^ V J V 
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Cost or Wab Establishments. — Since the conchi- 

don of the war in IB] 6, wa hnro upsnt the enormons ram of 
nmxly tonr huadr&c] nnd «ightr-fc»ar milUons and s qurter 
on oar flgb t i ng &tit uhXhihmeuta. ' Mr. Chftmbers, in the lecond 
tnet of the '^E<lin burgh FiQAneial Reform Agaoclation," hss 
giren ni the follovving figurei :^ 

1816 ...,,,., £27,2&3,06i 1K32 £ i ,^m>5,(riS 

1817 ie,§08,777 1b;» 1330fi.O^ 



1818 15^5J,li90 

1819 .,,., 16,637.22> 

1820 ...,..<,„ 16,424^05 

1821 ...,..,.„ 16,429,852 

1822 ., 13,497,487 

1823 14^211,471 

1824 , 15,142,152 

1826 ......».,. 14,9f^3,BS7 

1826 ..,•,.,,., 16,707,601 

1827 ..,.••.,.. lG>05,8r2 

1828 15J93,985 

1829 15,180^61 

1880. ,-18^14.677 

1881 14,379,096 



1»,H 12,066,057 

Vm 11,657,4B7 

nm 12,1124*68 

]m 12,71M37 

1H:J8 12,720,760 

1809 13,9&4,0T6 

1840 14,119,418 

1841 I4,?22,f»28 

1H42 14,8Cr2J57 

IMS I4,5i:i,!^l7 

1844 13i)91,344 

U145 1M64,169 

lEi46 ie364.e&7 

1847 18,^2,146 



Total ontlAj on anny, navy, and ordnnnoe, sinoe the peaee of 
1815 to tbe jear 6ndmg the £th of JMiasi7,1848,£484^1,988. 
St. Mabt's, OATBSHBAD.^0n Thorsday.MBrcb 2fy 
in the vestry of St Mery'i cboreb.(the Rev. John Dnviei, D.D., 
Reetor, in the obsiry) Metirt. William Cook, R. C. Yonog, 
S. Finney, and H. Reed, were elected Overseers of the Poor for 
theensainc year; and Messrs. John Greene, S. R. Pearse, 
Janes Smttb, and John Lister, Surveyors of the Highways. 



We saMoln the snrveyort' balanoe-sheet of the year:«- 

OnhlDhMid.lfuvhr 

Bale eollMi0d< 



AakMwMgMMC rrom Railway OoMpaoy .... 
If ra. Dodd (flua*8 labear la sMking a 4raia). . 
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• 060 
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Rnt 10 
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£116 Oil 

Th£ Oatbshbad Union: — Attendances op the 
GVABDiAN8.-»There have been 29 meetings daring the past 
yesr— of vbieb. 



Mr. JoMph BobMO atlnidtS t8 

If r. Da«i4 Baggie ^ t? 

Mr. Wmiaoi Cook SS 



Mr. Henry 8aBderooD..»«« 

Mr. WUltam DoiMdaa ... 

Mr.JoMphCowen ..... 

f Mr. J. e. eraee 

fair. Ralph Carr 

Mr. B. J. Proektar 

Mr.JoboAngat 

Mr. C. ThoiDpeeB...«... 

Mr. John Pottt ..»...».. 

Mr. Jeeob BameCt .«... 

Mr. Bdvard Martinson . 

Mr.W.C.Oarr 

Mr. WIlHam Lawt .«.•. 

Mr. George Morraf 

Mr. Tbomae Snowdoo 



Mr. C. J. Pearsoo ...••. 
Mr.T.C.TomUa ...... 

Mr. Robert Oxley 

Mr. John Nieholeon .... 

Mr.R.M.Week , 

Mr. W. H. Broekett ....< 
Mr. Tbomae Gallon •..., 
Mr. Robert Bamlp • . • • < 
Mr. Tbomae Bowdon .. 

f Mr. W. H. T. Havley .. 
Mr. Jtfbn Bamlp 

fMr. C.S.Lamb 

fMr. George Hawke...^.. 
Mr.J.W.WilHameoB ... 
Mr. Joecph Boblneon»«.., 
Mr. William Uwe .....«, 
Mr. ThooMW Morland •• 



Tbe gentlemen to whose names the mark (f ) is afBsed attend 
the meetings of the Board of Guardians ex qjfieio. 

Tbade of the TyNE-~Some idea of the great 
extent of the trade carried- on on the Tjne (of which many 
strangers have little conception) will be afforded by the fol- 
lowing table of the number of ships cleared at the olBcee of 
the Corporation of Newcastle duzing the five yean ending 
August 31, 1848:— 

Brititb. Foreign. Total. 

1844 12,495 .. ISSOO .. 13,695 

1845 15.880 .. 1,979 .. 17359 

1846 16,571 •• 2.469 .. 19040 

1847 16,586 .. 1J07 .. 18,293 

1848 16808 .. 2.296 .. 19,099 

The number of ships in 1844 was small in consequence of a 
Uriki of the pitmen, which continued for a oonsioerable por- 



tion of the vear. The CoUeetor of North Shields^ we 
observe, stated in evidence before Captain Washington, dur- 
ing the recent inquiry, that if vessels oould only be prevented 
cMurine at Newcastle, Shields might be made the first port 
in the Kingdom. Now, if vessels oould only be prevented 
entering the Wear and the Tees, what a q>lenaid trade, 
looking at the above numbers, we might carry on on the 
Tynel 

Ballast Reform in the Tyne. — We are glad to 
find that tbe Conservators of the Tvne, at the instanoe of Mr. 
Barker, the extensive shipowner of North Shields, have eon- 
seated to abstain in future frooi levying town-dues on ballast 
delivered from one vessel into another (instead of being landed), 
provided both vessels belong to the same owner. We hope the 
Corporation will go further — (and we believe they will) — by 
allowing ballast to be put out of asy one vessel into any other^ 
free of charge— and irrespeetive of ownership. The publie is 
indebted to Mr. Barker for obtaining this boon. 

Gateshead Mechanics' Institute.— On Thiirsdaj, 
March 29, the committee held their monthly oseeting, and ad- 
mitted the ff^ltowfn^ [if'w fflLittlMT-i :— 

Mr. Citarg# CItrkp {lurrii^rp Nett«vtJ«. 

Mr JoMpti BliDkltjT, Sbo^mehrr, ^atctbead. 

H r. John Dalkm Jiio. » i(^ftteiheii,d, 

Mr. TboQitA lldBrt[>a, 6iteibfi4d. 

Jk4 r. 0. J, Win«;B«r^. MeroliaDl, Naereaitk, 

Mr. Robert Orabani, GAt«ih«id, 

Mr TboDoi Hoodi FArmei-, HolltDgtlde. 

Ml-. TJioiBeB Monr^iTp AgeDt, eitfibiad. 

Ml-- R. OookBp Fl»si.nt-n>«, Oiiftl^jead, 
Several new iiork» nere proposed tor admiisioo, ai?d put to tbe 
vote. Too&e wtiii^h received ibe aaffraK^s o( s majority of the 
memliers pre»iirnt were nrdcfed, namelf t^ 

Tvir Book of Faod in i^encp lud An for }M%, 
f^ul Ut^ary'i LlTf ind *t\met of Jobn C4.JtiiL. 
LafHril I Rfiti«reb«« epd DLiEM^tcrlp* in Htn«v«li. 
Hardli]|;'i Prafmiivs Lpitont in DnirlDg^ 

The propoia.1 to introduce Cci^^s, or vbtch Dotice bad b^en 
given, wai dbcusied j and on beins put U> tbe vole, it was 
negatived. 

— — • — — ■ 

THE EXPORTS OF* THE KINGDOM. 

The official returns 6f the Board of Trsde, we are hsppy 
to observe, present a most favourable view of the eiports of 
the kingdom— their aggregate amount (official value), dmrliig 
the month of March, showing an increase of no leiis than 
£^1,096 over the value exported during the oorrespondhig 
month of last year. The great branches of onr national 
manufactnres — cotton, linen, and woollen— have all partici- 
pated largely in the Improvement ; and we r^ioioe to add that 
the coal trade also cuu a good figure. The following aie 
the principal items in which our readers probably may take 
an interest:— 

Mareb, 
1849. 
. J86.199 

I. 64,064 

.. 278.106 

.. lS.ft75 

„ 14.090 

,. 469.816 
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1848. 
Coale and Calm .... 4068.807 
Coctoo Manafsetiim 1,481,899 

BartboDvere 68.600 

Linen Manafaetaree.. 888,763 

Salt 7.333 

Soap 18.484 

WooUeoManaraotoree 413^918 

Toul Biporie .. £3.697,848 £4.018.938 £«1.096 . Il| 
In the exports of machinery, of iron and steel, hardware 
end cutlery, unwrought tin, and manufactured silk, there has 
been a decrease; but still (after allowing this deduction), the 
Increase has been as above stated, very great— a result which 
creates anticipations (and well-gnmnded ones, we tUttk,) of 
returning prosperity. 

♦ 

THE SODA DUTY IN PRUSSIA. 
Wb are glad to learn that the Chamber of Commeroe ef 
Newcastle are about to consider the propriety of moving 
against the threatened increase of Import- duty on soda faito 
Prussia. It Is reported that two of the members of the 
Prussian Ministry are manufacturers ot soda. If so, few 
people will wonder at their attempt to mannlkctnre a duty 
also. We have been told, likewise, tliat there are glamnakers 
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in thit coontry wbo woold not be sorrj to see the glaMinaken 
of Prasiia compelled to purchase dearer soda than the Tyne 
can supply them with. We are not aware, however, that any 
of oar Ministers are glassmakers ; for if so. Heaven knows 
what would have become of the British soda- makers between 

the two Cabinets ! 

» — 

DURHAM-COUNTY TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS. 
We are sorry to perceive that the county expenditure 
during the past year has increased to the extent of £1,790, 
the amount expended in 1848-9 having been £17,630 2s. 8d. 
against £15,839 5s. 3d. in the year 1847-8. This increase, 
however, may be considered, to a great extent, of only a 
temporary nature^a large portion of it being caused by the 
erection and improvement of lockup houses — that in this 
borough alone having caused an expenditure of £532 i9s. Sd.; 
besides which, £302 15s. 7d. has been paid for one at Hart- 
lepool, and £165 for work done at the station house in South 
Shields. 

The other principal items of increase over the preced- 
ing year are £216 9s. 4d. in the repairs of bridges; 
£340 12s. 5d. in prosecutions ; £65 12s. 6d. in the cost of 
apprehension of offenders; £135 2s. 3d. in the clothing and 
bedding of prisoners; £389 10s. Ud. in materials fur gaol; 
£357 lis. 7d. in new buildings at the gaol; £138 98. in 
salaries and wages ; £37 8s. 3d. in the fees paid to coroners ; 
and £813 17s. 3d. in police expenses. On the other hand, 
there has been a diminution of £54 10s. 6d. in the repairs of 
roads at the end of bridges; £474 17s. 8d. in the mainte- 
nance of prisoners ; £52 168. 6d. in advertising and printing ; 
£179 13s. 7d. in court expenses; and £108 Is. 9d. in the 
expenses of new coanty rate. 

The principal items of receipt have been £13,305 4s. Id. 
for county rates, amounting to threepence in the pound; 
£433 13s. 5d. for fines ; £309 lis. 7d. for carpets, &a ; and 
£4,686 78. 9d. received from Qovemment for the conveyance 
of convicts, cost of criminal prosecutions, and maintenance 
of prisoners. The oaiance in the hands of the Treasurer at 
ihe beginning of the year was £2,803 15s. lOd. ; and at iu 
doae, £4,044 Ss. 9d. 

The amounts paid to the several coronera of the coanty, 
from January to October, 1848, were as follows : — 

Mr. Fa««ll. for Ohettcr Ward .« . . £487 14 8 

Mr. Maynard, for EatlDHtOD Ward 444 ft 

Mr. Trouer. for Oarllngton Ward ^ S30 16 8 

Mr. Fsber, for Slookton Ward »S 5 

£1801 9 4 
The principal salaries paid were : — The governor (Mr. 
Green), £330; the chaplain (the Kev. G. Hamilton), £220; 
the ez-chaplain (the Rev. G. Wheeler), a retiring pension of 
£146; Mr. Bonomi, bridge surveyor, £170; Mr. 1 . otter, 
coanty treasurer, £130 ; Mr. Simpson, bridge inspector, £90 ; 
Mr. Shaw, surgeon, £80 ; R. Booth, firet turnkey, £59 16s. ; 
Edward Dodd, schoolmaster, £55 4s.; John Donnison, 
teacher of manufactures, £54 128.; which, with minor sala- 
ries, made a total of £1,969 Ss, 

The constabulary account shows a receipt during the year 
of rates amounting at twopence in the pound to £7, 140 8s. lOd. 
(the borooghs providing their own police force being exempt 
Arom this rate), and other sums amounting in all to 
£7,523 Os. 4d. The expenditure (including £5,237 for pay 
to inperintendents and men, £643 lOs. 3d. for clothing for 
the foTL€% £ilOO f(*r llnrmp quartf^n^ of n yeat's SiO^lary tu ihe 
late chief- COD st&bltfi, £ 149 1 5»* for high>coxiBttfb1e&^ {i(>r cenLnge 
upon r^te, and £T@ JB" fc}r real of station and lack up hoas«i,) 
aEQcfimted to £6,899 5b. 5d- ; iind which, nliBr fnpaying the 
Treasurer the aiiJOUDt dae him at tbe close of Ihe pree^ding 
year, kA a balance in hit han^jt of £299 6a, 7d. 

The DDnBtabulary.Bnperannuation fuDdi account (of which 
Uetsnu Backhou&A fl^ Co, are troaaurerft) Bliowi thai the 
Valane« tn tbeir hands, on the ZUt of JaDua!^, ] §49, was 



£316 Us. Ud.; which, in addition to £1,000 of three per 
cent, consols (costing £910 9s. 3d.), made the fund to amount 
at that date to £1,316 14s. 1 Id. 

In addition to the account of receipts and expenditure, a 
comparative statement is given of the number of prisoners 
committed for the county during the years ending December 
31, 1847 and 1848, which is as follows :- 

1847. 1848. IneresM. Dmimm. 

D*btori ^ 50 .. 188 .. 138 .. — 

FeloniM for trial S40 .. S78 .. 38 .. — 

Miidemeanori for criftl .... SO ,. 30 .. ~ .. — 
Under tammary Mnvictioot— 

Aannlt .«..»«.....^ 184 .. 9W .. 8ft .., ^ 

Poaehing ^ 41 .. ftO .. 19 .. . 

Bastardy 18 .. 17 .. — .. I 

SaaggliDg....^. 90 .. 39 ., 18 ., — 

Otheroffenoet 409 .. 6»7 .. 106 .. — 

' Vagraney »....^ 630 .. 710 .. 180 .. — 

Total 1606 8971 067 1 

The accounts of the coanty of Durham, we may add, are 
annually printed, and a copy of them sent to erery person 
in the commission of the peace resident in the county, to 
each chief constable, and to the officiating minister of every 
church or chapel in the county, with a request to the latter 
that he will deposit the same in the vestry for the inspection 
of his parishionen— an arrangement which is highly credita- 
ble to the County Bench. 

« 

Gateshead Union.— The poll in the parish of Gates- 
head, for the election of ten Guardians, baa eoded as follows:— 



?earbatt.Ooni«liiu 368 

fBrookett, W. H 366 

fBobcoD. Joseph 361 

•fDoaglas, William 341 

•fPotu.Joba 307 

f ADfias. John .« 

fGook,WiUtuB .^.. 989 

•fHsvgie, David 963 

MorUnd.ThoBts 946 

fWilsoD.Junes 910 

fSmltb.James 188 

The gentlemen marked thus (f ) will be the Gateshead Guar- 
dians for the ensuing year. Mr. Garbutt and Mr. Borland, 
although elected by the ratepayers, have declined to serve the 
office.— In the chapelry of Heworth, (where, also, there was a 
contest,) the numbers vere— 



|f Brown. WiUlasB 176 

Hymers, Joseph 174 

WUson.BDgh 164 

Hopper.Joha 146 

Blagbam.Joho 146 

Robeoo. ButoB 191 

Neilson. Tbonas ....... 110 

Howe.John 104 

WauoD, William 73 

Harvey, Williau. 64 



fUws.WIUiaa 158 

fGallon, Tbotaas 163 

f M array, eeorfo 137 

f 8raee, John GeoTfie 190 

fTomllB.TboBBasCleagb.. 199 



fSoowden.ThoflBas 106 

HOT 8L8CTBO. 

Makapoaee, Joho B 88 

Kendall, Matthew 64 

Elliott, Alexander 46 



The following gentlemen were elected without opposition in the 
district of the Gateshead Union annexed to their names:— 
Whickham, Jacob Burnett, Robert Oxiey, Edward Robson* 
and J. E. Wilkinson; Wiulaton, Henry Sanderson, Thomas 
HowdeUy John Nicholson, Cuthbert Thompson, and Joseph 
Cowen; Ryton, R. M. Weeks; Ryton Woodside, Joseph 
Robinson; Stella, Edward Martinson; Cbopwell, W. C.Carr; 
and Crawcrook, William Weaiberley. 

The Sonderland Union. — The Board of Guar- 
dians has been constituted as follows by the result ot the late 
elections. sundbrlamd parish. 



Wilson, Joshua 18A 

Freneb, William 147 

MIeholson, William 146 

Clay, John 136 

Braasvell, ChHstopher 199 



Riehardson . Caleb 666 

HUls.Jami*! 669 

MoiiotfV. Jatm ,.,...,,,.** ("9^ 
Hali^ro, John »*., .i,., ..** * r^ti' 
Blmek.J.f:^. .,.. ,., ^1J7 



BI8HOPWEARMO0TB. 



Snlth.Edward 116 

Dixon. Thomas 104 

Hilla.Joba 104 

CarUng, William 06 

Tajrlor.Henry 09 



Skipsfty, Kev. R.. 
Watson, John ... 
LiDdisy.JaUn ... 

Tom, vvjUniti„. 



674 

.... 66& 

6Afr 

..... fit* 



A]uDk»earmii<ui;h Sbori;, Mt^nu*, W. M* Wake, W^ DnxlDrd. 
W. BayneMf J. Hay, snti JaiDea Cra|f^'1N Bcrrinic ; Skmtbwick, 
Mcitrs. A. Se<jU ati4 C. T. Prjitg; Bihbopweftniioiiih Pann** 
Mr. John Huu>bini>oD^ ?ord^ \|^^ Joshua Uitdbam ; Falwell, 
Mr. Ji^remiah Abbii; HyUuu^ m" R. Smiwdou j Monkwear- 
rnoutt}, Afcstrs. T. Speeding; n*. , *v»llt05triinj(,tnri * Rvhap4r<. 
iM r. J oIj n A Mh% \ 1 uo>^a^V^i Mt , ij i^ ^^^^ » V.Wb House* 
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Imports of the Tyne. — From a return of the 
loreifo goods imported into this port during ibe put year, it 
Appears that 814 vessels irith cargoes arrived io the Tyne in 
1848, beinr a decrease ot 29 on the previous year. Of these, 
160 were from Denmark, 107 from Holland, 106 from Prusaia, 
87 from Germany, 84 from Norway, 65 from Russia, 49 from 
Prance, and the remainder from Italy, Sweden, and other SUtes. 
The principal cargoes appear to have been (train, cheese, butter, 
liBseed, flax, brimstone, tar, and apples. The quantities of 
loroign grain were as follows :— Wheat 99,403 qrs., oaU,3I,494 
qrs., barley, 43,139 qrs., rye, 8,339 qrs., peas, 9,796 ors., and 
beanf, 2925 qrs., 6our, 6 barrels. These figures show an 
increase of 30,181 qrs. of wheat, 23,281 qrs. of barley, 2,613 
qrs. of rye, and 5,090 qrs. of peas; and a d'jcreaite of 25,494 
qrs. of oats, 345 qrs. of beans, and 2,306 barrels of flour, com- 
pared with the preceding yeitr. In 1848 there was no 
importation of rye meal and Indian corn, though a large 
quantity of both was received in 1847. The quantity of 
icrain imported coastwise was 133,152 qrs. in 1847, and only 
86,661 qrs. in 1848 , while there were 92,686 sacks of flour in the 
former, and 8^788 in the latter year. Th«> other imports ot 
imoorUnoe «ere 24,502 cwt. of cheet»e, 13,737 qrs. of linseed, 
757 tons of flax, 7,800 tons of brimstone, 28,933 bushels of 
apples, 16,890 skins, and 12,943 barrels ot t^t,^ NeufcatiU 

THE PHONETIC NEWS. 

Tbb pages ot Punch are embellished with a picture of a 
Dewsmonger staring at the Phonetic New$ with his hair on 
end; and now that it has eeased to be a weekly journal, and is 
only to appear monthly, the ifofi in lAe Moon has written its 
epitaph at follows:— 

2 DB MBMMURl OPH 

DE FON ETIC N UZ, 

WITCH BXPIURBD MABTtB, 1849, 

APHTUB I.INOUEINO 4 SUM WBBX, 

IN DB GBBAT18T PAN£ 

Opb de Publishers' Window. 

KNOTT WITTI IT8BLPB, BUTT DB COR8 OFH WITT TN ODIES, 

ITZ DBBBB8 WILL BB 8IN8EBRLI RBORBTBD 

BY ITZ 8URVYTING PUBLI8URR. 

Affliksbans soar long tyme it boar, 

FizUhanx was in vane ; 
It wood knott Mil, sow doan It phel, 
And eye hope day wont tri ic aRane. 
WRBCK-WBTB88-KAT III PA8BY ! ! 
— • — 

SAINT MARY'S, GATESHEAD. 

On Easter Tuesday, at noon, the Rector, Churchwardens, 
and Four.and-Twenty assembled in the vestry of St. Mary's 
church, Gausbead. The Ret. Jobn Datirs, D.D., Rector, 
look the chair. The other gentlemen present were Messrs. 
Thomas Cummins, Coroelius Garbutt, John Potts, and Jobn 
Russell, Churchwardens, and Messrs. John fiarras, John 
Colman, Joseph Davie, Edmund Graham, George Hawks, 
William Hymers, William Kell, John Lister, Benjamin 
Matchitt, James PoUook, Joseph Price, Joseph Robson, and 
Ralph Wylam, of the Foar-and-Twenty. 

Mr. Garbutt laid before the meeting the Churchwardens 
balance sheet ot the year, of whioh the following is an 

abstract:— «.« „ . 

Balanoe In band, Easter, 1848 ^53 3 6 

Ordinary reeeipli (pew rents, fto.) 16S 16 1 

Sobaeriptiona for removal ol debt S38 1 1 4 



Ordinary dlsbarsemenU 

Olddebt ....^ 

New debt ••..•«••«•... 



JS434 10 
.£114 9 
.. 247 18 61 
.. 88 6 8 

430 S 8i 



44 7 34 

There wero accounts yet to pay amounting to £189 6*. 4d., and 
subscriptions to be received amounting to about £S0, so that 
the outstanding liabilities might be taken to amount to £180. 
In the past year it had been found absolutely necessary to 
repair the tower of the church, or the bells would have brought 
it down. This had been attended with considerable expensctp 



but it could not be avoided. On the part of the Churchwardens, 
he bad to express the obligations which they were under to Mr. 
Joseph Robsou, and also to Mr. Matchitt, for the valuable aid 
which they had rendered them in the collection of subscriptions 
for the liquidation of the debt. They had subscribed liberally 
themselves, and devoted much valuable time to the attaioment 
uf subscriptions from others. 

On the motion of Mr. Kbll, seconded by Mr. Htmbrs, 
Messrs. fiarras, Colman, and Pollock were appointed Auditors. 

The meeting then proceeded to the election ol Churchwardens. 
The Rector made choice of Mr. Potts; Mr. Garbutt and Mr. 
Russell were rtiippointed by the meeting; and Mr. W. H. 
Brockett was unanimously chosen to supply the place ot Mr. 
Cummins, (who, now that the ''old debt" was discharged, had 
expressed his wish to retire from the office which be had held 
so man v years). 

Mr. Kbll rose, on behalf of the Kiug James's Hospital 
Committee, to report progress ; whereupon the Rbctor vacated, 
the chair, observing that the matter was in the hands of the 
Bishop as Visitor, in whoso decision be(Dr.Davies),a8 Master 
of the Hospital, should cheerfully acquiesce. The meeting 
would take what course it thought proper, but he thought it 
desirable that he should lake no part in the proceedings. 

The Mayor (Mr. Hawbs) waa called to the chair. 

Mr. Kbll read the minutes of the previous meeting, relating 
to King James's Hospiul, and then read a letter from the Bishop 
o! Uuiham, of whioh the following is a copy : — 

Auoktand Caeilo, February 90. 

8iB,— Having nislaid the official letter of tbe Vestry Olerk, aeeom- 
paoyioit the doeamenta seat to me towards tbe elose of last year by the 
Coinmittae at Qau»abead, 1 have not retained bis name, and I therefore 
addrcM my sell to y on, as the gentleman with whom the oorrespondenee 
on tbe solijeot oommcnoed. 

I am noc aware that it waa neoessary for sse to write, after tbe letter 
whiob I sent last August, but it appeara desirable, not nerely to perfovm 
an aotof courtesy, bui to make a (ew remarka apon the whole traoaaetion, 
espeoiMily upon the report of the Commisaloaers in lf^7, which I do not 
iseolleet to have seen before. 

Tbe Committee appear to have been surprised that Or. Davles did not 
at ouoe submit bis aooouota to tbem for their inapeellon and examination. 
I believe that Dr. Davies was and ia of opinion, that where a speoial 
Visitor of any eharity is appointed, the Master, or whoever haa th» 
managemeot, is amenable only to that Visitor, and that, unless a grave 
ease for saspioloo of mismanagement be made out. with probable 
evidc-nee, oo demand ought to be made either oo the Master or Visitor. 
I am DO lawyer, any more than Dr. Davies; but I have always eon* 
sidered bis to be a oorreot view of bis duty. I am quite persuaded that 
it was a siroog sense of sueh duty by whieh alone be waa aotaated, and 
very for from a desire not to oonply with any reasonable wish or reqneat 
on tbe part of his parishioners. 

I would first obserte, that upon the renewal of your applieatlon I 
have oarefully gone over tbe aoeonnts of the hospital ; not only snob as 
bate annually been furnished by the Master, but also tbe more detailed 
and minute aoeouot lomished by Mr.Stoddart; and I am bound to 
rvpeat my ooqtIciIoo that no one can have been more aniious to perfofm 
tbe otfioe of a trustee honourably and faithfully, in every respeM. 
than Dr. Davies. Wbaiever improvement ean be pointed out, from any 
souroe, be is not only desirous to adopt, but even antieipate. In short, 
irom all the evidense before me, he has trodden exactly in the path traced 
by bts escclleut and respected predecessor, Mr. Colllnson. 

I DOW oome, as I promised, to tbe only portion of the doonments, last 
svnt to me, with wbioh I was not previously acquainted. 

Tbe Commissioners of 1837 remark that, " ia tbe applieatlon of ibis 
iuoeme, tbere seems to have been rather a slight departure fi«m the 
direction ol ibe sututes, pariioolarly with regard to the balance reeerved 
in band." Now, Mr. Colllnson was then Master, and the balanoe in 
his bauds appears to have l>een nearly tbe same as what has been 
retained by Dr. Davies. Each of theee gentlemen appears to have 
thought ic desirable lo retain a certain balance, in order to meet eon- 
Unaeut «spenses, snoh as repairs, &c. But when the payments are made 
in Che order prescribed in tbe scatnies, tbe necessity for retaining so large 
a balano« will be obviated. 1 have pointed out this to Dr. Davies, who 
Is most anxious in this, and in every other partionlar, to fulfil exaetly 
tbe oonauioua of hia offioe, and to comply with tbe direetlone of tho 
Vuitor. He informs me that some heavy repairs are anticipated thla 
year, wbioh shall be attended to as soon as tbe season will permit, and 
that in future tbe tetter of tbe sututes shall be obeyed, aocordiog to the 
sugResiions of tb* Charity Commisatonere. As aoon as theee repairs 
shall be floisbed. I shall be famished with the then state of the aooounte, 
and shall be enabled (o j udge whether it be better lo increase the pay mento 
to the existing Brethren or to increase tbe number of Younger Brethren. 
I think it probable that I shall find It necessary either to revise the 
statutes or make some addition to tbem ; and tbe Master ia very nn(ont 
with me to do so. in order that he may have a sure guide, aa well as 
sanction to his fature proceedings. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Tonr mosi obedient Servant, 

John Potte, B«q. B. DnviLir. 

The receipt oi this letter (said Mr. Kell) was acknowledged by 
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the VMtr'; Clark (Mr. S. B. PeurM); and the CommUtee. after 
taking H into eonsideration, addmied to bis lordship the 
foUowiDg reply:— 

eatMlMad YMtry, April 3. 1810. 

Mt L0Bl»,-i»Tb« letter of Um tOlh of Febraary, with whiob yoar 

Iwdshlp bODOored tbe OomailUM Appffiotad by tbe Vaatry of tbi* parish 

to ioqairo into tbe varioaa q aestioiM ailiMliiif the •baritjr of King Jmim's 

HoipiMi, has NMaioad aartpliad to on aaooant of tba wiab of tb« Gom- 

' I gaotlaoMB of whom It aooalatad ftboold, at a maeclng at 



whiih tba wbolc body waa precoat, laka yowr iordtbip't eommnaiaatloo 
into oonaidaratloD. Tbat meeting baa now been beld ; and theCommlttM 
ia gratifled tbat tbe dreaattaoeea «bleb bave been tbe sabjeet of 
eorraapondeoee lead year lordebip to tbink it probable tbat a revision of 
Ike atalalea, or on addition to tbeoi, eonneetod witb an inereaeo of 
paymome to tbe Tovnger Bretbren, or an inereaeo of tbe namber of tba 
Toongar Bretbren, may be cffeeted by roar lordebip aa Visitor. 

Without eeeking to interfere with the privilefiee wbieb year lordebip 
poeeeaeea, tlia Oommlttee reepeotfolly bcge to stato, tbat tbe etatotee of 
Um hoopltal appear alear and eapUoit on every braaeh of the boepltal'a 
gofemment, sav« one; and tbat exeeptfon is as to the applloation of any 
•arplas fand in the bands of the Maetor ; tbe Oaetnating amoant of tbe 
liiaoma of the Tonnger Brethren having apparently been ealeolated to 
ahearb tlia earploe In eaeh year, eo tbat the Tearl> rereooe woald never 
reaeh the maalmnm amoant of JSft to whleb every Younger BroChar 
might beeome entitled. 

The Oommiltoe bofte to aaenve your lordsMp that «halav«r enrpriea 
may have been ezpreeeod did not refer to tbe right whiob the Beetor of 
•aieahead, aa Maetor, had to withhold the aeeounte el the heepital from 
ito hmpaetton and esaminatlou : but It aroee ebiefly from the cxpeetatton 
that had been Indaeed that tbe Maetor waa wisbral to oodperato with the 
Veatry in plaeing tbe boepltal on eueb an Improved foundation as ito 
altered IneoBM warranted; the proposed improvements involving, as the 
Oommlttee aonaelvad, an examination of the boepital'e aeeounte, in order 
to aeeeriaitt bow Aur tbe means ol improvement extended. 

Tour lordeblp's statoment of the opinion of Dr. Davles on the prero- 
gativea of tbe Visitor and tbe rigbu of the Maetor baa had the attention 
of the OomositlM, and it is eertainl^ not tbe wish of the Committee to 
make out a ease for soepieion of mismanagement against the Master. 
The doty of the Committee haa led it Into an extensive field of Inqniry ; 
and the fbeu wbleh bave been ellelted by its members oen. if noeessary, 
be estobllsbod by evidenee. It Is, however, oompetont for your lordebip 
to oonelnde how fer the rights and privilegee of the Visitor and the 
Master have been alleetad by tbe statement of laeta formerly forwarded 
to your lordship. 

The opportunity whieh your lordship haa had of examining tbe 
aeeounts of the Master and the report of Mr. Stoddart enables your 
lordship to give expression to an opinion In whiob it Is the sineere desire 
of the GommltlM to eoneur. Until that oppoitonlty ofhrs Itself to tba 
Committee Ite asembere ean only hope tbat the termination of the 
buslneee will lead the whole of Dr. Davies's parishioners to look to bim 
with inereased respeet and rsverenea. 

Tour lordebip having alreadv gtven your express attention to the 
report of tbe Charity Commissioners for 1837, the Committee begs to 
observe, tbat if, after saeb attention, your lordship will be pleaaed to 
oomparo the Items of revenae in that report witb tbe items of tbe exieting 
revenus, the main featuree of the ease f^r your lordship's Interfereneo 
have been sneeeesfhUy made out Should your lordship eootlnue, 
in the exersise of tbe power gtven you by aet of parliament, to think 
a revision or addition of the statutee neeessary, tbe Committee truste 
it may, without oOenee. state, that tbe parishioners of flatesbead, 
many of whom teke a lively intareetin the welfare of this ebarity, eould, 
with your lordship's permieslon, suggeetsnfejeetefor Improvement whieh 
would Rive satisfaetion to the publle, and add to tbe u-^efainees ol the 
hospital in a few importont partieolars. 

The Committee, with all daferenee to your lordship, has to remark, 
that it feels perfeetly amured, if the late Maeter, Mr Colllneon, bad 
eontinued to dlseharge the duties of Mastsr, for any lengthened period, 
after tbe eipreeslon of opinion of the Charity Commissioners on tbo 
then departure from the statntm, tbeir empbatte deolsration as to tba 
famre administration of iu ftends would bave been earefblly attended to. 

The reeipleoto of this ebarity are neoesearily poor and aged ; and the 
Committee eannot fail to obeerve, that the grave will ere long pioee a 
prospesUve benefit to the brotherhood out ol the reaoh of tbe present 
brethren. 

I bave tbo honour to remain, my Lord, 

Tour Lordship's most obedient Berrant, 

John Potts, Chainnan. 

Tbe Blsht Rev. tbe Lord Bishop of Durham. 
Tfaat(8aid Mr. Kell) was the whole of what tbe Committee had 
tA Laf be Fort' tbe meetiriEr^ no answer b&ving yet been rc^rlted 
from the Bisbup. He would move tbtil tbe report be fe^ivi»d| 
and cDtenrd on tbe n)i(ttile». 

Mr. Wye.au &«candEd tiie molloD, aod it wa« adopted, 
A conversatioiift] d^seuisioa arose, duriiif wbictt Mr 
HTMsas entered into dnaiU 0f tbe bn^-pital ibcrfcnf-, makinj? 
tbe l^l^l lo be about £900, and tben in i^is tested no im proved 
appropriation of tbe nioaies. He had bees recoil' mended (be 
said) to bring the sabjixt under tbe r^otice of a member of 
parliametit^be bad forgot bii name, ( A Voice i Mr. Hor«a>aa ?) 
Y«st be believed tbat wart ib« iieotieDiaD. 



Mr. PoLLOCE moved a vote of thaaks to tbe Contehtee, ud 
that the? should be reoaested to eontjooe their tervieee. 

Mr. LiiTBE aod Mr. Pricb eeeooded the Botimi; wbieb 
was earried nem, con., and the meetloff broke op. 

[We have miieb pleasare to the aotieipation that iMt 
basiness is likely to be satisfaetorily settled. The letter of tbe 
Bishop of Dorhuo if all tbat we eo«M deeire, and we bave 
great oonfldenee that we shall be able to say tbe sane of bit 
lordship's altimate arraDfemeat One sagceatkn, perhaps, we 
may be permitted to make, (and we oAsr it from a eonvietioB 
tbat its adoption is desirable for the sake both of tbe Master 
and tbe pnblie). We would propose tbat a balance sheet ba 
published yearly— either by being laid before tbe Vestry an 
Easter Tuesday, or in any other way tbat may seem to tbe 
Visitor most snitable.— E». O.O.I 

• — — 

A DREAM OF GURTHOSfi. 
PaiNCB RoaaaT CoaTBosa 



J sleep « . 
Where Cor eleht buodred years he'd been drt amh ^ ia i 
And tortured with vieiook (bow olt, good uem knows,) 
Of the Crown that had pam'd blm again and asitai. 
To Curthoee It aeem'd Just like t'other day. 
When his Father fh>m England had eent him away ; 



bis 



And eleeplng and dreaming 
Till he thought that tbe rhi 
And the poor grev knight. 
In Fanqr ■ tree fligbt. 
Still decm'd tbe succession for hhn was all right. 
Tbe Barons, be knew, his cause would espouse ; 
And tbo serfk and the priasu he could easily roves i 
For fighting was theo. 
With all kinds of men. 

Just what with us now is tbe stroke of a pen. 
In these days of battle and war's alarm. 
The Crown was held by the strongest arm ; 
And Wrong stood for Right, 
And Justice was Might, 
When oolour'd by rays of prowe m bright ; 
And every knight was a soldier cfaieC 
Whose own good sword was bis only belief. 
And why should Prince Robert, who all bts life. 
Had mingled in Psynlm and chibtian strife. 
Have any law but that of his sword ? 
Or think of peaceAil and legal rfgbt 
As something by soldiers to be soborr'd. 
And beneath the thought of a Chriftian knight ? 
Be tbougbt of a castle, or strdngbold, or keep, 
Where free fh>m attack be migbt safely sleep- 
Where tbo soldiers were true 
Aod the moat was deep. 
And eoiiu were not few. 
And provisions were cheap. 
He selected the Tyne as tbe happy apot 
Where all those immunltiee might be got ; 
Aod he felt as he flew on Ms northern way 
A gleam of Joy's most gladdening ray. 
He anlved at the town on a dark, dark night ; 
So dark that tbe Bridge didn't starUe his sight. 
He hesrd the loud whliUe; he heard the shriU scream ; 
But little he thought of an age of Steam. 
Tbe Ksep's frowning height stood Just as before 
When it frlghten'd the North In days of yore. 
It yet was grim and black, although 
There was something about it not comme UJma. 
The lighu were gleaming fktMu diugeoo alul ball ; 
The creisets were burning on turret and wall ; 
Tbe stairs that once echoed the sentiners song 
MOW nng with the laugh of a Joyous throng 
Unbarr'd was esch gate and open each wick 
And the only admission was— by ticket : 
And the crowds were as thick as leaves In a thidcet ; 
And ladies were squeesed, 
And the gentlemen pleased 
To think how their presence tbe warders teased ; 
For the garrison never so strong had been, 
Nor ever was castle more flrmly protected. 
As on Che night of that toiree't icene. 
By the lips smd eyes of the ladles connected. 
Frince Hohert looked in vLid emiue^ 
And Dp>cTii^d hit (f;e« in wider goj?. 
In ihc Kcc^p a " buttle" wa* Beldom h«d, 
(Of tuur'c^ A crct^d imil caitruiiaa, 1 mean} i 
For hail he rcferJr'd 
To ihu thing tu stMurd. 

An ung^Eiilum^ii]) WVmw heM be«ti dei^fn'd, I wees. 
N't fkua'd to the Hall vliere <i(t he it^^ tt,ooA 
Witn till gnU-ani knight a rtcsutiA bini v 
Whcr* the J dTAfctl'd the C^^^t ^t i^tf SMton blood 
Jn the tt4»i>^ ihfct the Nartivi * A tso^Uid him. 
Here oft. he ioin'd iu tbe t^XI^ ^* ..ifc 
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And tic«*i Tiit ^\^* w^' fc i? ^^ 

Hen oit. w^iyitftc V^^Ti%&^vA* ^^ifm. 



3ilze 



Digilzed by 



Go 




39 



Bat hairk I who loft leealf hif name 
AS one of CMtlo-boIlding flone. 
And many olden deadc ofabame 
Of the Norman Prince makes mention ; 
Of dungeons dark, where light of day 
Searce tlpp*d with gold Hope's fiilntest nj ; 
Of chains and bolts and mad foray. 
And bwp^ fftt maids* detention ? 
The Prbce did not his ears believe ; 
Yet surely ne'«r did they decelTO 
At any time before ; 

And thoogh with rage his bosom bum'd, 
He fkirly own'd the tobies tum'd ; 
His rac0 was now no more. 
He traversed the Castle round gallery and stair. 
And saw that the hand of Change had been there. 
There sprang from the walls such bright Jets of flame^ 
Prince Robert was puzsled to give them a name ; 
And many a gallant under their light 
Made love to his maiden fair that night. 
Of breastplate bright or armour proof; 
Of sword or spear, or arrow or bow,' 
Save what garnish'd the old Hall's vaulted roof. 
Not a vestige was seen in the Castle below. 
The Prince vrith a sigh and a groan express'd 
The horror this change had wrought in his breast. 
*Twas easy to trace 
On his scowling fi^e 

The diagust that he felt for this peaceftil race ; 
And he tum'd on his heel away to flee. 
And he said, " This place is no place for me." 
So endeth the dream of 
Newcastle, March, 1849. Jack Inoolosbt. 
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NEWCASTLE IN FOEMEB DAYS. 



B. BicHABDioif'fl Lbcturi; on *'Liya ni Towns dubiso 

THK MiDIXVAL AMD LaTBB AOKS.'*) 

Tbb Municipal Rbcobds of Newcastls. — Espoted 
above all others to the varied contingendet of acoident and 
design, the municipal reeordi of the frontier boroogh of New. 
caitle-upoD.Tjne haveauffered losses which oause never-ending 
regret to the local historian. The fire in the towD-clerk'i <^ee 
in 1639, Che Scottieh pillage of 1644, and the lenseleia 
destructioo effected hy the keelmen during the riot of 1740, 
have ooDipired to destroy large maisek, not only of the ancient 
records of the town, bat of the deeds and evidences of poblic 
property. As might be expected, the destniction has been 
indiscriminate; and while the records antecedent to the reign 
of Elizabeth seem to have disappeared tis tato, great gaps have 
been made at two or more periods in those of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, whereby we are deprived of every speeies 
of information as to the acts ot the magistracy during the 
Rebellion of the Earis in 1069 and the Siege of 1644— two of 
the most important events which have occnrred to the district 
since the days of Henry YIII. For all this, however, we have 
a tolerably-oomplete series of accounts of expenditure and 
disbursement asoending to ld61, whieh possess peculiar 
interest. 

Nbwcastlb bbfobb thb Comqdbst.— From the early 
annals of Newcastle, it cannot fail to have been noticed that 
towns with their inhabitants were seized upon by a sort of 
knight-errant campaigners as booty— persons and chattels to 
be alike dealt with as the emergencies of reckless adventurers 
required or their inordinate wills prompted, aloof from all sudi 
tender feelings as those called compassion and remorse. War, 
though now conducted by what are called civilized laws, is a 
shock to humanity ; but to have become the prey of uncivilized 
hordes must have been direful. This was the state to which 
Newoastle was exposed, with occasional intermissions, from the 
Roman iuTasioD to the Norman conouest— transferred to the 
hands ot freebooters of one denomination or another, until the 
inhabitants were assisted by Rufus to wall themselves in. The 
first charter to Newcastle was granted by William II. in 1067, 
four yean after the finishing of the castle. 

Dbstbuctitb FiBBa.— Although to this day we possess 
many conventual and other structures of great age, we do not 
know of a single instance of a domestic building In Newcastle 
of a date anterior to the reign of Henry VII I., whether of stone 
or of wood. It is probable, therefore, that the dwellings of our 
Newcastle anoestors have been almost invariably of wood, and 
have suffered repeatedly from destructive and extensive fires ; 
of which, indeed, we have some few, but oonclnsive evidences. 
We learn that in the jear 1348, the greater part of the town, 
with the roadwav of the bridge (which, until then, had 
probably been of wood), wai destroyed by fire. After this 



catastrophe, various bishops granted indolgenoes to those who 
assisted in the repairing, of the bridge; and, in eonsequenoe, 
many benefactions were made to it. In 1S49, the town again 
fell a prey to the destructive elentent, and was acariir consumed* 
Ten Public '^Middbns.*— There wei« several public 
danghills in Newcastle, theehief of which wen— On the SandhiU, 
mentioned in the reign of Edward III.; without Sandgato; 
and within the baileys or coort-yards of the very castle wherein 
we are assembled. That of Sandgate ia^ mentioned in 1688 as 
being then a place of common deposit; and the thiid had, pie- 
vions to 1620, become of so enormous a magnitude, and imposed 
so prodigious a weight noon the western walls of the castle 
(which were there 40 yards long, 10 yards high, and 3 yards 
thick), that it had thrown down a neat part theraof, to the se- 
rioos damage and insecurity of the fortress. This dunghill, the 
accumulation of ages, and the continual breeder of peslilentiel 
vapours, measured no less than 96 yards in length and 33 in 
breadth, and was so tall that it rose level with the top of Abe 
castle wall. This nuisance waa removed by Sir John Marley 
in 1648, for the purpose of rampeiing the town walls against 
the parliamentary forces. We read, in IfiOl, of the burial of a 
poor woman ** dieinge on the dongehill." 

Thb Old Gallows.— In the days of moss-trooping, the 
road to the scaffold was worn with the repeated passage of the 
hurdle and the sledge, and the grass aroond the fatal tiee could 
not be said to grow. In the middle ages, noibles aod knights 
were not onfrequently beheaded in Newoastle; but the gallows 
was good enough for the multitudes who felt the dread vengeance 
of the lords warden of the marches from the days of Henry 
VIII. to those of James I. and Charles. In 1538, Roger 
Armstrong, one of the leaders of a band of border thieves, who 
bad harried the counties of Northumberland and Durham, was 
bung in chains, near to Newcastle; while the heads and 
quarters of seventeen others, who had been executed in other 
parts of Northumberland, were "caused to be set up upon the 
dungeon of the castell of NewcasteU, and in sundry other 
eminent and open places most apparent to the river and sight 
of the people, to the bye contentation of all the trawe inhabi- 
tants of their parties, and extreme terror of all other 
semlabel ofiendors." In the same year, *' six notorious thieves 
of Tjndall" were "executed and put to death* at Newcastle; 
after which, " in presence of all the gentlemen of Northumber- 
land, the Tindal men, in gret numbov, submytted themselfes," 
beseeching the king's pardon. Executions of mosa-troopers 
frequently took place by wholesale in Newcastle, Four and six 
were freqaentl? nung on one gallows ; and on other oecasions 
as many as 17, and even 31, have been executed at the same 
time. 

Obsolbtb PDNUBMBIIT8.— During the sixteenth oeotuiy, 
the sergesnt-at-maee was the officer entrusted with the punish- 
ment of minor offimces. It was he who ducked the scold in the 
river, or led her about the streett with the branks ; and who 
carted the adulteress about the town, bearing the record of her 
own crime traced b^ the painter's art It was he who set the 
vile and seditions in the pillory, and, with whip and rod, 
scourged men and boys— not within the predncUofaprisoo, 
but in and through the streets of the town. Even women 
appear to have been subjected to this degrading punishment, 
having first been deprived of their hair at the hands of the 
common barber. The '* branks" was an iron engine in the 
form of a crown. It covered the head, but left the faoe exposed, 
having a tongue of iron which went in at the month, and 
constrained silence from the most violent brawler. This 
punishment was in use in Newcastle at least se late as 1661, 
and was used in Morpeth in 1741. The branks of Newcastle 
are still preserved in the police-office. A punishment contem- 
poraneous with the brsnks, at least during the Commonwealth, 
was the device called the << Newcastle (or Drunkard's) Cloak.^ 
It consisted of a barrel, in one end of which a hole was made 
iust large enough to enable a man's head to pass through, so as 
to rest upon his shoulders : [the other end was o«t altogether]. 
He, therefore, who had imbibed more liquor than be kMw liow 
to carry, was made to wear this very sulteble garment urged 
onward by the town-sergeant, who, as in all other such eases, 
accompanied offenders about the town. 

The Tbadismbn of ths Middlc AaB8.-<-The laqorpo- 
rated Company of Coopers, in 1436, have their *< ordinary" 
granted " for the eschewyng of disoension and disoord that has 
benne among diverse crafts of the towne." Tlie Tailors, in 
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1086, bave tbein, *' for the aToydyng of dyMencioD and ditoord 
that bath bene amooget the oraftet of the town, as of ■lawrbter 
and morder and mytcbet es, in ^me eomyog, wbych bath beoe 
litelve attemptyd amonges the fellowship, and to induce love, 
eharitiei pease, and rygbt to be bad amonges theme from bens- 
fortb." in 1600, the Hoase Carpenters hare theirs, ** for the 
good and qoyett goTemment and amyable love to be bad and 
oontynoed amongst the fellowsbippe, and for their benefytt and 
profytt." The Coopers in 1426 enact that ** non maliciously 
on to another, or in anger to drawe weapon against another." 
The Goldsmiths, in ldS6, require that '* non shall fighter bralle 
with any malyeas or slandems words, or draw a knyfe or dag- 
ger or any wapen in any malice oon to an other, or defame an 
anotber of bis bredereo, as to call bym a Scott, a morderer, or 
a theefe." The Tailors, in the same year, say :~" And yf be 
be such a lowed person [as] Tses for soe to doe, then be, for bis 
rebuke in that part, to be Tterly pvt oTt of the fellisbipe for 
evermore, and ne?er to be reoeyTed ther to agayne." In like 
manner the Masons interdict the striking of any brother '* with 
fist, dagger, staff, or any other kind of weapon," or that any 
one ** sbid], by woordes, in anger, rebuke or revile any brother." 
The Tailors, again, in lfi87, require that ^thare sbal no 
TuseTcll taJce be Tsed in balle nor without the ball, nor at no 
albouse nether within the town nor without ;" while the Bakers, 
at a much later period (1661), enact that no brother *' shall 
strike or beat any brother of the fellowshipp, with fist, hand, 
foot, elbow, dagger, stafle, sticke, rodd, or other wise." 

Thb Privtlbob of Sanctoart.— " Under a due adminis. 
tration of justice," observes Hallam, " this privilege would have 
been simply and constantly mischievous, as we properly eonsi. 
der it in those oouotries where it still subsists, fiut in the 
rapine and tumult of the middle ages, the right of sanctuary 
might as often be a shield to innocence as an impunity to crime. 
We can hardly regret, in reflecting on the desolating violence 
which prevailed, that there should have been some green spots 
in the wilderness where the feeble and the persecuted could find 
refuge. How must this right have enhanced the veneration of 
religious institutions I How gladly must the victims of inter- 
nal warfare have turned their eyes from the baronial castle, the 
dread and scourge of the neigh bonrbood, to those venerable 
walls within which not even the clamour of arms could be 
heard, to disturb the chant of holy men and the sacred service 
of the altar!" The method of claiming sanctuary, and the 
ceremonies observed, seem to have varied according to the cos- 
tom of diierent chnrebes. Durham, and Beverley in York- 
shire, appear to have been the two principal in the North of 
England. At Durham, persons who took refuge fled to the 
north door and knocked for admission. The large knocker, 
still on the north door of the cathedral, is believed to have been 
that which was used for the purpose. There were two cham- 
bers over the north door in which men slept for the purpose of 
admitting such fugitives at any hour of the night. As soon as 
any one was so admitted, the Galilee bell was immediately tolled, 
to give notice that some one bad taken sanetuair. The offender 
was required to declare, before certain credible witnesses, the 
nature of bis offence, and to toll a bell in token of bis demand- 
ing the privilege of sanctuary. The notice of this custom 
occurs constantly in the rcKisters of the sanctuary at Durham, 
until the year 1003, in such terms as to show that it was regu. 
larly observed ; but it does not appear to be noticed after that 
time. Every one who bad the privilege of sanctuary was pro- 
vided with a gown of black cloth, with a yellow cross, called St. 
Cuthbert's cross, upon the left shoulder. A grate was expressly 
provided, near the south door of the Galilee, for such offenders 
to sleep upon ; and they bad a sufficient quantity of provisions 
and bedding, at the expense of the bouse, for 37 days. The 
general privilege of sanctuary was intended to be only tempo- 
rary. Within 40 days after a felon or murderer had Uken 
refuge, he was to appear before the coroner, clothed in sack- 
clatfa} and there to ccinless hh crime and abjare tbe realm. By 
an act of Heory V[IL, a&p. 2^ '"' injmtJiiLtJjf alter hi^ conies- 
iioti aod before hh HbjuraUan he «as to be braDded bj th« 
comocr with a bot koo, upon the brawn of the thumb of the 
nght band, wUb tht^ sign of tbe Utter A.^ lo tht intent be migbt 
be the b«iter known eimong' the king'^ sabjectj ta hate 
abjured." Tbe foIlQwiog form af confession acd abjuration has 
been handed down to us :— ** Tbii bear thou, Sir Coroner, that 
If M< of B.f am a robber of ib«ep or of any other beast, or a 
murderer of one or mo. and a felon q{ our l^ord tbe Kipi of 



England; and because I have done many such acts or rob. 
beries in bis land, I do abjure tbe land of our Lord Edward, 
King of England, and I shall haste me towards the port oi such 
a place which thou bast given me, and that I shall not go out 
of tbe highway ; and if I do, I will that I be taken as a robber 
and a felon of our Lord the King; and that at such a place I 
shall diligently seek for passage, and that I will tarry there but 
one 6ood and ebb, if I can have passage; and unless I can 
have it in such place, I will go every day into tbe sea up to my 
knees, assaying to pass over; and unless I can do this within 
40 days, I will put myself again into tbe church as a robber 
and a felon of our Lord tbe King; so God me help and bis holy 
judgment." We learn that upon the 4th of June, 1477, Chris- 
topher Hol«ne personally presented himself before Thomas 
Caly, subprior of Durham, and others, and there claimed the 
immunity of St Cuthbert, for that on tbe 34tb of April last 
past, he, with Henry Stobbes and Humphrey Usher, meeting 
with one William Marley in tbe town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
did then and there assault and grievously beat and wound tbe 
Marley with a certain club called a Walsbbyll; so that thereby, 
as aUo by other wounds then inflicted upon him by tbe said 
Christopher and others, death seized tbe said William, as was 
reported; whereupon ttie said C'uristopber, with great penitence 
and humility, instantly begged tbe immunity of tbe said catbe- 
dral. Alexander Taylleyour, a baker of Newcastle, presented 
himself for tbe privilege on tbe 14th of January, 14^, for that 
be bad, at tbe Cayle Cross, at the foot of the Side, in Newcas- 
tle, stricken in the breast, with a heavy blow, Thomas Smytb, 
of the same place, by which tbe said Thomas was seized with 
death. Another instance occurs in 1493, of one Robert Qrene, 
of South Shields, having met with Robert Nicholson, of Win- 
laton, in tbe Close, Newcastle, on the 1st of August in that 
year, when be gave the said Robert a mortal blow in tbe breast 
with a Scottes axe. In 14d5, John Bonar, of Gateshead, 
labourer, seeks tbe privilege of sanctuary, for that fourteen years 
before he bad assaulted one Alexander Stevenson, near Ooteland 
Park, in Hexbamsbire, and feloniously struck him upon the 
breast with a dagger or whinyard, of which stroke be instantly 
died. In )d02, we find Roger Rawe, a Newcastle merchant, 
flying from that town to Durham, and, a little before tbe third 
hour of tbe 9ib of August, ringing tbe bell of tbe cathedral, and 
petitioning instant protection, for that, on tbe 6tb preceding, he 
had, in tbe Syde of tbe former place, with a Scottish axe, vio- 
lently assaulted Anthony Ray, and bad wounded him in no less 
than four parts of his boidy, of which wounda Uie said Anthony 
bad died. It is curious to observe that Raw must have been 
accompanied by bis friends, and apparently condoled with for 
tbe unfortunate occurrence, as two of tbe witnesses to bis eon- 
fession are Christopher Raw, another Newcastle merchant, and 
no doubt a relative, and John Syde, a third merchant of the 
same place. In like manner, in 1507, John Sharperow, of 
Newcastle, was sheltered for having killed Edward Gallon by 
a dagger-stroke in tbe right side of tbe neck. In 1500, we 
have Robert Bynks, of Newcastle, meeting one Robert Taylor in 
a boose in St. Nicbolas-cborcbyard, and there striking him a 
blow with a daager, whereof in five days be died. On the 13th 
of December, 1613, James Horsley,of Newcastle, while on tbe 
Sandhill there, made a violent attack on John Taytte, and, 
striking him on tbe right breast with a dagger, gave him so 
sore a blow that he immediately died. Tbe murderer was 
forthwith taken, and placed in the prison of Newgate, whence 
he found means to escape, and flee to Durham on the 1st of 
May following; for which double crime of felony and prison- 
breaking tbe culprit seeks tbe immunity of tbe church. In 
tbe seventh of Henry VII. we find a Newcastle man flying so 
far as Beverley for debt. In April, 1517, two members of tbe 
gentle family of Horsley petition immunity for having at Goor. 
fen, a place between Morpeth and Horsley, murdered Christo- 
pher Clavering, of Callaly, and John Carr, of Hettoo. These 
were all geDtlemeo of family and fortune. Such brawls, in 
fact, wt:re of very commoo ^xic^uirtroce ; and gooUe blood by no 
means implkd gentle ^^ondoct. la 1517, ^teral memberi of 
the family oi RcMly* ol Norihuinb<jrlaud, fipht Hgatn»t one 
auothr^ Tb^jj a while aitcrwardi, turned their arms afitiutt 
the Selbyp. ** The wb<ile coiintrey ot Northumberlsnd," says 
Ibe Border Sarvey M 1550^ *M* m^^w gVieTVlo HoUe, apectally 
Ibe young geniieiDcn or btad meo - ^d ^^^^f^ o^ them also to 
tbertes and dif eti oiber Sweatee ^V ^e*" *^^ ^^^ teregoing 
dreum^taneei pl^ijt Yio« ^^^'^^^Wv^** j^ ^^'^^ ^^'"' ^^ 
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remark. A bundred yean, io fact, tnffioed not to produce any 
naterial chaoxe. The reoordt of the magistraey for the county 
of Nortbomberlaad, dariog the rtiRD of Charles II., show that 
the gentry were aetnated by mnch of that disposition which so 
forcibly ■track the attention of the diplomatist of the days of 
Henry VI 11. Alnch, we think, cannot be said even for the 
magistracy of these times, if we are to credit the statement that 
in 1510 a great nnmber of the fwople of Newcastle, headed by 
some of the aldermen and principal men of the town, assembled 
at Jesmond with intent to Kill the prior of Tynemonth! 

Tbb Bishop and thb Burglars.— On the 7th of April, 
1435, a sentence was fulminated by Thomas Langley, Bishop 
of Durham* against eertain persons unknown, who had robbed 
the boose of Robert Clytherow, fisq^ of Newcastle, of plate and 
jewels of considerable valuer **Such a proceeding against 
housebreakers," observes Brand, ** in this age, would, I fear, do 
but little towards the recovery of stolen goods." [We doubt if 
it did much in Clytherow's day.— Ed. G.0.1 

Thirbtt Arbitrators.— In 1647, two members of the 
Bakers' Company occur quarrelling. The matter is referred 
to the decision of the four stewards, who decide ** that Gawtne 
Forster shall drinck vnto Thomas Mallettin a friendly manner, 
and acknowledge that he did the same Thomas Idallett wrong 
in speaking the words to and against him, and desire him to 
passe it by; and he, the said Oawine, shalbe at the charge of 
one pottle of mild saek for the arbitrators, and the rest of the 
company now present, to drinck, and no further suit or com. 
plaint to be betwiit them." 

RiTXR CoNSSRVANCT.— In Ncwcastlc there was a proTision 
weeklT to cleanse the streets of their ashes and other rubbish, 
in order to prevent the rains washing it into the Lort Bum— a 
nauseous hollow which traversed the present Grey and Dean 
streets, the Side and the Sandhill, and thence fell into the 
Tyne. But this was for the purpose of preventing the filling 
up of the river, and not instituted for any sanitary end, though 
there is no doubt it would have its effect. [We are afraid that 
the rubbish, to save trouble to the housewives, would now and 
then be** Marrisoned" into the bom.— Ed. G.O.] 

Tna UsB of Blood Hounds and ^ Wisb Mbn.'- We 
have repeated instances of the use of those dogs in Newcastle 
and its neighbourhood. A sleotb-hound was used in the 
pursuit of some Tynedale moss-troopers in 1528. At a later 
period, a different but hardly less remarkable means appears to 
have been adopted for the detection of criminals. The Com- 
pany of Slaters having, in 1694, had their meetins-house 
broken into, and their boa broken open and relieved of SOs. of 
its oontenti, determine to seek the aid of a ^ wise man" living 
at Whittle, near Chester- le-Street ; and after staying with him 
a while, and drinking together, and receiving his advice, they 
** reward the sorcerer for his negromantique judgment" with the 
sum of eighteenpence. [The Slaters, probably, benefited as 
much by the ** wise man,*' whom they had to go so far to seek, 
as Squire Clytherow by the bishop.— Ed. G.O.] 

Plague and Pbstilbncb.- On the 15th of October, 1645, 
during the prevalence of the plague, the magistracy of New- 
castle issoea the following manifesto, [Mr. Richardson produced 
the original document, engrossed on parchment] :— 

"WhereM the bread-wlTM, ti1p«-wlv«» tsltera, snd other peisons 
that vpon markett*deiM snd other datas of the weeke, aake a greet 
qosatity of rabUeh SDd filth, whleh, in rsgard they doe not euee to be 
taken away , nor the pUeee where they sell their wares made eleane, ie 
very offeneive, and a great nniaanoe to the towne. and very daoKeroni 
these infeotlOQi times ; for the remedying and preventing whereof, it ie 
ordered by the Bight WorehipAil the Maior and the Aldermen of the 
towne, that the Free Porters of thie lowne shall take and rseelve weekly 
▼pon the Sattarday of every weeke, ona halfepenny in money of every 
of the aforeeaid bread-wlTae, tripe.wivee, saltan, and other persons that 
sell wares or oommedltlee vpoo the Sandhill of the towne ; for whieh 
halfepenny so aa aforeeaid taken and reeeived, the said portere shall 
eanse all the said mbbish and other filth to be oarried away every weeke, 
and the plaees on the Sandhill, where the aforesaid persons shall sell 
their waree and oomssoditlee, to be made and kept eleane. 

** Teoven under oar hande this day and year aboveeaid. 

** HiiraT Wasmouth, Maior. 
*• Hs»T Dawson. 
t'TBOMAs LBDOAan." 
Though we read of the plague of this and that year, we will do 
well to consider these pestilential visitations as an almost con- 
stant indwelling of disease, for there was [and is] a constant 
and never-failing source of it. It is quite unneeessaiy that I 
should dwell on the history of particular plagues, or that I 
should tell you the plague was known to the earliest ages of 



borough.life, for it was a necessary consequence of the deplora- 
ble neglect of all sanitary precaution. What may be termed 
the (freat plagues of Newcastle, are those of 1570, 1579, 1568, 
1597, and 1696. The means adopted of lessening the infection 
and arresting the progress of the disease were very various, and 
but few of them, I should suppose, remarkably efiectoal. 
Fumigations of pitch, roein, frankincense, vinegar, and the 
like; the burning of tar- barrels in the streets and near houses, 
to open and purify the air ; the placing without the walls in 
tents the infected poor [perhaps tne wiscit course that could be 
adopted] ; the shutting up in their houses of those who preferred 
to remain in the town ; and the killing by wholesale of the 
dogs, swine, geese, and ducks, which were supposed to carry 
the plague from house to house ; these were among the expe- 
dients devised by man in his extremity— the inefiectual means 
used by him to arrest the progress and influence of an unseen 
and insidious enemy— for purely medical aid there cannot be 
said to have been any. Great numbers of people appear to 
have dropped down dead in the streets; others, who had strength 
to drag themselves to the shelter of the towers on the Walls, 
died there ; and those who, the day before, had their doors 
sparred up to prevent aoeess or egress, were on the morrow 
unwitting of the call of the corporate offioen requiring them to 
hoist up their victuals from below. In the plague of 1569, 
there died in Newcastle upwards of 1,727 persons; and in that 
of 1636, emphatically called *' the greate sicknesse," not less 
than 6,000 persons tell victims to the disease ; in other words, 
a full third of the then population. AH trade was at a stand in 
Newcastle ; and there is a tradition that the streets were covered 
with grass : *' the highways were unoccupied." The corporate 
funds were reduced so low that the magistracy were glad to 
have the aid of neighbouring places. The Mayor and Alder- 
men of fierwiek read in guild the following interesting letter 
from their brethren of Newcastle*upon-Tyne:— 

*• Bight WoaTHis Gsmtlsm sv,-.Wee have reeeaved tnm yoa, by 
a servant of Sir John Olavering, the somme of 40 marks ; a verie ample 
expreseion of year pittie to as, in this our grsat oalamltie. by reason of 
. the eore peeaienee soe longe oontynaeing in thie plaee. Year ehartUe, 
with the helpe of eod, ehall be by ae oontinaally had in rsmembranoe. 
and, as oeeaslon shall reqaire, ehall be requited with thankfallneee 
aeeordiog to oar powers. God in his meroye for Christ Jesus his sake 
eease the sioknees, and pieserre you end all others from the saose. The 
nnmber of the dead ie not so manye thie last weeke aa formerly, beioR 
but one hundred tventle-two. The grsat death of people that hath beene, 
whioh doth amount to verie nere 6,000 persons sinee the beginninp, wee 
feare is the eanse that there dye fewere now, there being not soe many 
people left in the towne aa there wae. Thus, with all due respeete of 
thankfuUnees, we rset 

" Tear truly loving friende, 

** PBTBa RiDoaLL, Maior. 

*' William Wabmouth. 

" ROBHT AHDBBSOM . 
"B4PBB OOLB. 

«< Oetober, 1636. " Lbovabd Garb, Sheriff." 

Five hundred and fifteen persons were buried within the outer 
court of the castle; and at various times the remains of the 
dead have been dug up within its precincts. During the late 
excavations for the high-level bridge vast numbers of skeletons 
were disinterred near the castle ; as also over the whole area of 
the garth.— [In the ** Life of Ambrose Barnes," an alderman ot 
Newcastle, the following passage (probably referring to the 
pestilence of 1647) is appropriate to the foregoing extract 
from Mr. Richardson's lecture : — <* That desolating judg- 
ment, the pestilence, had made for some months an horrible 
devastation in Newcastle. Heaps of dead bodies were every 
night carried in carts to be buried without the walls; and the 
town was very much become a solitude. One of the maid- 
servants in the family where Mr. Barnes liv'd(as an apprentice) 
was lying below-stairs, sick in bed: the other was, to appear- 
anoe, in health, waiting at table upon her master. Mr. Barnes 
informed him of some dangerous symptoms which the maid 
who was sick began to have upon her body. The master, per- 
cdving the contagion had reacht kis house, arose immediately 
from dbner, leaving the shop, counting-house, 'scritoire, debt- 
books, keyes, and all his effects, to the care of Mr. Barnes, and 
the same day took ship at Shields for Hamburgh. That night 
dy'd the maid who, at dinner time, was waiting at table in per- 
fect health : the next day dy'd the other maid, who had fell 
sick before. Mr. Barnes was quickly after infected, and shut 
up in an empty, large house, near the Exchange, without any 
living creature besides himself; but they rapt at his door when 
they brought him meat, and he himself came and took it in« 
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in this bideoof, lonely sanaflr, be spent several dnyes nod 
oigfact. A boge gratt tnmonr rose npon bis neck bebuid ; tbe 
HQpparation wbereof, pbysitions were of opinion, saved bis life." 
At any rate, be bad not tbe ^ pbysitioBs''to tbank for <* saving 
b^ilife/'-^En. O.O0 

F&BNCH OOYERNMENT PROTECTION 

TO 7BBN0H BBIPPING. 

Tbbbb appears in tbe Shipping Oazette, tbis week, tbe 
following list of corresponding rates of freigbt at present 
offering at Cardiff (per ton of coals) by British and foreign 
▼easels, viz. :— * 

BrFrtMb Bf British 
VmmIs. Vatwli. 

Constaatioopto •«.»••. .m.. SS«. Od. •« lit. Od. 
AtlMM... ..«•.-.. ..M. ... S3«. Od. •« lU. Od. 

Atozandris*. ^ S3t. Od. .. ISt. Od. 

Malta — ••• •«•• 17i. Ud. .« 10«. Od. 

MsmUlw ^ - ISi. Od. .. lis. Od. 

And onr contemporary's correspondent, after observing 
tbat *' tbe diiliBrenoe is occasioned by tbe contraolon (the 
French Government) reatricting the carrying to French 
bottoms, the coak being for Government steam vessels," 

ks, <* Does onr Government reciprocate in this way ?" 

AU we can say, in answer, is, that we hope not ^e 
hope that when coal or any other article is wanted by the 
British Government, the parchase is not made, as by the 
French, in the ** dearest'' market. We never knew before 

St it was advantageoos to a State, any more than to an in- 
. vidoal, to pay more than the market price for a commodity ; 
and yet It seems that at Constantinople, Athens, and 
Alexandria, British coals are delivered for the nse of British 
steamers at less than one-half the freight which tbe French 
Government considera it necessary to pay for tbe supply of 
theirs. The French Government, not long ago, were com. 
mitting the great mistake of paying three times as mnch for 
their army dothing, 6y en^knfing their own workmen, as any 
army contractor woold have chaiiged them ; and load was tbe 
ontcry, and almoat nniversal the ridicule, that, in this conn. 
• y as well as France, was created by the proceeding. Yet, now, 
we have Cardiff coal-men asking whether onr Government 
do not intend to Imitate an example which the whole of 
Europe, only a few months ago, so justiy and deservedly 
condemned— and tax tbe country to the extent of 100 per 
cent, on the freigbt oi articles of Government consumption, 
for the ezclosiTe benefit of the shipowner ? We can only 
repeat — We hope not. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD 

NOTICE is hereby given, that a Committee of the 
Town Council will sit in tbe Town ball, on Thursday, 
tbe lOtb of May, 1840, at 10 o'clock in tbe morning, to receive 
^oformation and to bear complaints relative to alleged eneroacb- 
mentt or any of tbe Public Roads, Walls, or Watering Places 
within tbe borough. 

It is intended to Perambulate tbe Boundaries of tbe Borough 
oD tbe 24tb of May.— By Order, 

WILLIAM KELL,ToaaClerk 

TownbaU, Gateshead, April 90, 1849. 

- ■ ■' ♦ • 

The Gateshbad Borouohholdeks ani> Free- 
men.— A circular has been iisued by Messrs Joseph Robson 
and Micbael Hobson (tbe Stewards), convening a general 
meeting et the Boroughholders and Freemen, to be held on 
Thursday, May 10, in tbe Anchorage, to consider « tbe Report of 
tbe Committee appointed to negotiate tbe sale of tbe field and 
property near Benkham occapied by Mr. Meek, and tbat of tbe 
Commiitee appointed to view tbe disputed boundary between 
Mr. Gotbrey and Cuthbert Ellison, Esq." 

Gateshbad Mbchanics' Institdtb.— The Com- 
mittee met on Thursday, April 96, (Mr. Cornelius Garbutt in 
tbe chair). New members were eleeted, namely :— Messrs. 
Henry Forster, George Frankland, Jonathan Robinfon, 
William Renwick, Robert Greenwell, and William Morrison. 
Tbe following works were ordered: — Bohn's AnUquaritu 



Libraiji Ure'e Cbemieal Dietionai *, and tbe Litis of Robe*, 
pierre. Thanks were voted tol Professor Whevell, for a 
donation of books : {to Mr. E. Walmsley, for Mr. WiUiaw 
Richmond's ** Maritime and Mercantile Tables;" and to Mr. 
Pybum, for his able and gratuitous services as teacher of the 
Music Class. The Catrlogoe and Rales being neariy nm4y, 
it was rssolved that it be sold at such a prioe as would just 
sufllee to cover tbe cost. The sum flted on was a sh'Uiuf a 
copy, or eighteen pence for two. Tbe Lecture Committee made 
a report, and were autborixed to take early measo'es for 
organising a course of lectures for nest winter. 

Rohan Catholics in tbb United States. — ^Tbe 
Caikolie Almanack for 1849 states tbe Catholic population of 
tbe United Stales, eielusive of New Mesico and California, ac 
1,931,800. Calilomia and New Mesico have 44 priests, BS 
churebes, and fiO,000 Catbolies. There are in tbe United 
States — Catholic arebbisbops, 3^ biibops, 33 ; priesu, 1,00ft ; 
cbtirehes, 906; charitable institutions, 104; convents, fiB; 
female academies, 86 ; litemry institutions, 34 ; male religious 
institutions, 23 ; ecclesiastical institutions, 26 ; clerical stn. 
dents, 267. 'I'be Catholic population is stated as numbered in 
tbe congregations. ** Tbe World in a Pocket Book," pre. 
suming that Catholics are numerous who are not in coof rega- 
tions, infers thst the nomber in tbe United States might 
amount to 1 ,000,000. Other estimates agree in that number.— 
I%ejn4fuirer, 

Opinions op the People. — Samael Stone, Esq., 
Town Clerk of Leicester, in a letter awarding prizes to essays 
on ** The Causes of Crime— its Prevention and Ponishment,** 
written by working men, observes :— ** In reading tbe different 
essays, 1 have been struck with the great uniformity of opinion 
which esists on several important questions. AU tbe writers, 
with one exception, are opposed to capital punishments as being 
ODJattiflsble or inespedient onder any circumstances ; and all 
who touch upon these points a^ree, and some express their 
views very strongly, as to the injurious operation of our game 
lawt, tbe contaminating influence of association in our prisons, 
the demoralizing effects of war, the evils which spring from 
intemperance, that ignorsnce is the principal cause of cnme, 
that it is the duty of tbe State to provide toe means of educs- 
tion for the children of the poor, and that if part of the ukooey 
annually expended by the country in the prosecution and 
punishment of criminals bad been devoted to educational pur 
poses, and to the establishment of a national system of secolpi* 
education, much crime and miseiy would have been prevented, 
and the social and moral eondition of tbe poor greatly im- 
proved." 

The Biteb Bit.— A few days ago, a bailiff in the 
county of Sligo arrested a man for debt, and directed bis step 
towards the county prison. On the way they shortened iu^ 
road by conversation, and, occasionally, a *' blast of tbe pipe," 
entering a bouse now and then to obtam " a coal.** One of the 
cabins they visited for this latter purpose happened to be a 
shebeen bouse ; and after a glass or two tbe prisoner remsrked 
tbe poteen was so good and tbe road so long tbey might as well 
have a bottle of tbe stuff to keep their courage up ; and the 
bailiff having a capacious coat pocket, he deposited it therein. 
Passing through the village of Skreen tbey entered tbe revenue 
police-barrack to " light the pipe;" and while engaged in tbi->- 
dellgbtful occupation the attention of one of the** revenue mei> 
was caught by a very significant wink and a nod from tLe 
prisoner, which be read to be that contraband goods were at 
band. Directing bis attention to tbe pocket of the functionary 
of tbe law, he perceived an unusual projection; and, knocking 
against it accidentally, he demanded to see what it was. To 
this the bailifl demurred, alleging it was a sample of turf he 
was taking to Sligo; but tbe revenue's sense of smelling was 
too keen ; be bunted up tbe game, pulled out the cork, and 
pronounced it uncbristened poteen. To pass over such a 
breach off tbe law on tbe part of one of tbe executive was not to 
be thought of: he accordingly requested tbe bailiff's attendance 
before a neighbouring magistrate, enforcing tne invitation by 
the aid of a pair of handcuffs. It was in vain to say nay ; the 
revenue was inexorable ; and the bailiff was *' agreeable to go," 
if tbe prisoner would accompany him. To this, however, the 
revenue officer objected ; he had no charge against him ; and 
the debtor, having wished tbe bailiff ** tbe top of the morning," 
proceeded on his way rejoicing. «-ifayo Con$tUuUon, 
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GOVERNMENT INSPECTION OY MINES. 

THE DARLBY MAIN EXPLOSION. 
(ProM lb« KsFomT of Mr. Bstmoub Tumtousu, Inspootor of 

_ MiMt,* to Blr esoBOB euT.) 

Thb efidenoe ettablished the following faeto .•^The oollieiy 
wai worked oo a plan by which, ai the eoal was got oat, large 
cavities were left, onlj partially filled by the breakiog dowo of 
the roof; and thoic oaTities became so many magazines of 
eipiosiTc gas. Some of them were at the lower part of the 
workings, to which the air had the more difficalty in making 
its wav, as it had to be conducted by a downward course. Mr* 
Nicholas Wood gave it as his opinion, in which the other 
scientific and practical gentlemen concurred, that considering 
the amount of gas erolred by that eoal (no great quantity), he 
should deem a current of from 2S,000 to 30,000 cubic feet of air 
per minute necessary to ensure the safety of the mine under all 
cireuoutances, ordinarr and extraordinary. On the day of 
their inspection they found a current of from lOjOOO to 12,000 
ieet per minute only, fiut there was reason to conclude that 
this was a much greater current than bad usually been 
produced in the mine dunng the hours of work, and was 
probably the limit of what the present air-courses coald 
convey on the OMst favourable occasions. In addition to the 
distance the air had to travel in a downward direction after 
leaving the bottom of the downcast shaft, the draft was greatly 
impeded by the upcast shaft being used, for at least 19 out of 
the 34 hours, for the nurpoee of drawing water out of the mine 
in tube, the pumps being insuffleient to keep it clear. The 
sptlUog of the water during this process not only cooled the air, 
but impeded the upward current by descending against it. 
Notwithstanding this comparativelT small supply of air, and 
iu occasional obstruction by the hX\ of water, the mine was 
considered by the managen so safe that the men were allowed 
to work witn open candles even in the vicinity of those 
magasines of gas above asentioned. 

It appears that under ordinary circumstances the mine was 
in fact safe: but a high wind on the day of the exploeion 
having still further impeded the action of the upcast shaft, and 
a change in the weight of the atmosphere having probably 
ooeurred at the same time, the gas is supposed to have 
dcnended in unusual quantity, and to have exploded in coming 
in contact with the naked candles. • • • • • 

It transpired that the viewer and manager (Mr. Locke) had 
expressed dissatisfaction at the mode of ventilation, and with 
some of the details of management, hut had not been a" free 
agent* to adopt the improvements he had represented as 
desirable. Taking this eircumstanoe into consideration, the 
reoommendation of the iury in favour of underground inspec- 
tioo of the oollieries on the part of the Qovernment is invested 
with additi on a l force ; for had this colliery been subject to the 
inspeetion of a properly qualified ofllcer of the Government, 
there can be no doubt that the manifest errors and defects of iu 
vnntilation woald have been strongly pointed out : nor is it to 
he imagined that, when so pointed ont, the owner of the colliery 
would have been satisfied with the responsibility of leaving 
them uncorrected. It cannot be doubted but that the insnector 
would have represented to him that although the quantity ot 
air passing through the mine might possibly be sufficient for 
safety under ordinaiy eases, it is not the ordinary oondttion of 
n mine that is alone to be considered, when the lives of so 
manv human beings are concerned; but those changes in the 
conditions of safe^r which may be eonstantly expected from 
ciMumstances so variable as the weight of the atmosphere and 
the force of the wind, must be looked to and provided for with 
as much care and forethought as if the daily safety ot the mine 
depended upon it He would have pronounced a decided 
opinion upon the insnfl^ency of the air-courses, and upon the 
impropriety of obstructing the upward current of air by 
drawing water eat of the upcast shaft He would not have 
lUled to represent the danger of using naked candles in the 
liees of work, so close toaocumnlations of explosive gaa, which 
the aeddent of a high wind in a particular quarter or a sudden 
obange in the weight of the air might at any moment briog 
down apon thent And it is not too much to say, that had such 
inspeetion been brought to bear upon this colliery even since 
the explosion hv which six lives were lost in 1847, the kte 
lamentable saerifioe of 75 lives In this same pit would in all 
probability not have oocarred. It was only in 1847 that the 
explosion oocnrred at the Ardsley Uain Colliery about two 



I off, in which 7S persona were kflled. In abnot two yean, 
thareliMre, in this raimediale nnighbonrhood alons^ 154 psmns 
have lost their Uves in oeUieries by eaploriens, which there U 
every reason to believe n jiroper system of Qovemmcnt 
inspection would have prevnnled. 

The subject of Qovernment inspeetion was brenght before 
the jury in the evidence of Mr. Wood, who mentioned the 
cireumstanoe of his having been one of n committee of eoUicry 
viewers in Morthumberiand and Dnrhasi appeinled by the 
Association of Coal Owners, Ar., in Uie Neffth» to eonfbr witii 
!? ^JL/**? feqneat, in tiie spring of last year, on tills suhjeet 
Mr. Wood adverted to Uie fact that on a minute and enrefnl 
consideration of the varioos diffionlties of the question, we 
enme to an nndcntnndinff upon the main features of a plan, 
which in the opinion of tiiese present would answer the 
purpose. Mr. Wood expressed a strong opinion at the mqucat 
that the attempt to legislate on tiie snbjeot onght no longer to 
be delayed. The otiier inleUigent witnesees, having botii a 
practical and scientific acquaintance witii the working of 
collieries in tiie most importan* oeal diatrioU, expressed tiMn. 
selves to the same effect «•••••• 

f The nature of the interpocition of French mining 
inspeeton is best described by M. Begnand| in his espositiea 
of tile motives for tiM project of law presented le the Legisla. 
tnre of France, in April, 1810 : — << The corps of engineen of 
mines will diffuse everywhere its intelligenee and oonnsels. 
without imposing directions, witiiont exereising any eonstnint 
whatever upon the mode of mannging the works. Th^ vOl 
enlighten the proprieton and the adminietntion. th^ vUl 
examine and establish facta, but in no enae irill tiiey give 
directions." Again, M. Regnand sUtes that the object ofthe 
administration will be << to nse the ascendant ol enlighlen- 
ment, not the influence of aathcrity— to pvsnade, not to 
eonstnun." Otiier statements witii regnrd to the intention ef 
the law are to the same efleot And as respeela its working, 
all authorities in both countries connected with the subject— 
namely, the Ministers of Public Works, tiie engineera or 
or inspeeton in ciiief, and the local inspeeton in all tiie 
districts I visited —eonenrred tiiat the Uw was carried out 
in tiiat spirit One of the engineen in chief, in a district 
where odlieries abounding with enplodve gna an moat 

numerous, stnted * ** — .. . .. . 

things in this dii 
alone." Man? ( 
and Belgium expreeeedtheaaeelvnalotibe Bane cfleet Ai 



nes aoonnaing wttn enpiouve gna an moat 
ated to me:— <<We have changed the ihna ef 
I district witirin the last few yenn by persaasien 
B? other olBcan of Oovamment hs both Firanee 



many pronrieton of mines, whose opiniona I asked on the 
working ofthe system of Oovernment inspeetisn, neknowladged 
that they reerived the grentaat benefit from it, and that H 
worked perfectly smootiily. Witiiont going hsto fmrtiier fmh 
tienlan of the exact ptans of inspeetion in thoee eenntries* I 
mny sute briefly its mnlts as to tiie saving of life. In 
Belgium, acoording to the annual statement published by the 
Minister of Public Works in 1840, it appean tiial white Ika 
production of eoal between the yean 1840 and 1844 hid 
increased 90 per cent.aad the number of workmen 17 per esni, 
the number of killed by aoddenu had diminished 16 per cent 
Tbough tiiere are no published doeuasents ninttog to this 
subject in France, the Minister of Public Works informed me 
that the aetaal results as regards thesaving ef lifswereequaliy 
marked in nil the mining districts. In the aalumn of Inat 
year I also made a similar inquiiy into the laws and lugulatlsnB 
of mining inspection in Germany, my report upon which Jms 
notyet been preeented to Parliament I will therefbnonly 
say that I was permitted to examine tile feeordi of aeeidenU 
kept by tile untlioritieB in soase of tim most important districta 
in Prusria and in the doohy of Nassau, and it appean firam 
them that m several important instancee then haa been a 




— — prevoition snggeeted 

hf the inspectors. In this countiy we havn no records of the 
kind. The nearest npproaeh that we have to any each rscerd 
is n report by tiie IUvistrar*General in 1846 upon violent 
deaths aasong men agsd twentar yean and upwards, of diflterent 
oooupations. It appeared that aoMNig the violent deatiis 
rsgistered in 1840^ those belonging to the navy and annhant 
service at home, induding fishermen, Aco. nmonnted to 846. 
whilst tiMse nmong miaen amoaalBd to 406^ or a proportion in 
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the first ease of 4,006 to every milUon liriog, and in the Utter 
of 3,988. Bot it it evident that any return relating to the 
deaths of miners which excluded all under twenty years of age 
must be very imperfect; as I find from the list orsofierers by 
this explosion, that out of 75 killed 32 were under 30 years of 
age. Air. Wood mentioned in his examination that in the 
spring of last year I communicated with him and a committee 
of leading viewers and colliery managers in Northumberland 
and Durham, by direction of Secretary Sir George Grey, on the 
subject of the practicability of devising an easy and satisfactory 
system of underground mining inspection ; and 1 am. happy to 
say that I found those gentlemen whose knowledge and 
experience, and the amounk of their interests at stake, entitle 
their opinion to particular respect, entirely favourable to the 
attempt; and it is very much to be hoped that in this matter 
we shall not be much longer, in this country* behind the 
Governments of the Continent io their benevolent endeavours 
to diminish the amount of human suffering. • • • 

Unless the duties of inspectiob be precisely defined by Act of 
Parliament, and unless full opportunity be secured to the 
owners or managers of mines to be heard in case they dissent 
from the report of the inspector, not only would little good 
result from it, but much iniustice mixht be done. Experience 
has sufficiently shown how little benefit is produced by the mere 
reports of persons, however able, when sent down by the 
Government to report on the state of particular mines or par. 
ticular districts. The recommendations or suggestions, 
however useful, are not sufficiently brought home to any 
particular individuals, so as to attach any definite responsibili^ 
to the neglect of them, and tliey are eonsequently apt to be soon 
forgotten. Any plan of inspection, to be effectval, most result 
in a definite statement in writing by the inspector addressed to 
the manager of the mine : « '* Such a mine is dangerous for 
such and such reasons." The manager, if he admiu it to be 
so, would within a reasonable time make the necessary altera, 
tions. If he dissents from the inspector's opinion he should 
have the means of calling in the opinion of a disinterested third 
party. Should an explosion attended with loss of life occur 
after these opinions or either of them have been thus formally 
given, the coroner's jury would have some definite means before 
tbem of judging whether there had been any criminal neglect. 
This is very nearly the process pursued in France, Belgium, 
and Germany, as described in my reports on mining inspection 
in those countries; and the results of their system are, that 
very nearly all the alterations thought right by the inspectors 
m order to the safety of the people are obtained by frank and 
friendly representations alone. To use their own expressions, 
" They act by persuasion and the force of conviction far more 
than by force of law.* It is true that they can have recourse 
to the civil po«er to enforce their recommendations, if the civil 
power, after hearing both sides, think they are right. But the 
instances in which they are obliged to have reoourse to the 
authorities are, as I have shown in my report, comparatively 
few. In this country, if the compulsory powerb of the conti« 
nental systems of inspection were adopted, no one would be able 
to open a new colliery without first submitting his plans to a 
Government Inspector for approval. This would involve the 
necessity of such a number of inspectors, aod such an amount 
of minute interference, that I apprehend it would be deemed 
entirely at variance with the principle of private enterprise and 
individual responsibility in this country, however applicable it 
may be on the Continent, where various usurpations from time 
to time upon private rights have transferred all mineral 
property from iodividui^s to the hands of the Government. I 
believe that, with the disposition existing in all the mining 
districts of this country to benefit by the progress of knowledge 
in such matterSi the inforaofttion which would be diffused by 
iht iDsp<?clora, the cjmultitkvn wbich would be created a mune 
dolliery [nHiDEi^t.TS (a^ wa^ obsf^rrtd by one cTthi^ wun&<iic!^ at 
thrj Ifttc ittqtie^i)^ the brcc of publiis opiaion, siad, in the: lnai 
resorli the lear of a corooerV Jury in ca*e m. mine prooouncvd 
datigerou^ by the jaspector was leEt tin improved, would io a 
very sbart Umt ptoda&s in; jcoa^ cfti^^ts a» (be compuUary 
sfiti^m of the Conllaent, redueipg greatly the Dumber of mines 
in whii^b Libe principk or tbv aoi^itjal of tbi? ventilj&tion ii 
delectiv«f and tberubte ItsatiiJK \e%n opportunities for those 
accidisDti wbkh s,re altrihutabl^ lo the careiea^^neft aod rccX- 
les&niJ&B ol the men. ••♦•**•* 

No one can bn coDfcnant with the great beneOt tbat the 



admirable Schools of Mines in France, Belgium, and Germany 
confer on those couotries, without a regret that this country 
has so long neglected such obvioui means of usefulness. The 
foundation on which such a school might be established has 
been alieady laid in this country in the Museum of Economic 
Geology, which corresponds to tbe valuable Muaeum ot the 
School of Mines in Pans. And that some means are wanted 
to rai»e the standard of scientific knowledge among persons 
entrusted »iih the management of collieries in this country, 
has been long felt; and perhaps no cireumstance has occurred 
lately which more strongly confirms that opinion than the late 
lamentable explosion at the Dsrley Main Colliery. It was 
obvious, on tbe examination of the underground steward, 
Joseph Thompson, that he was a very illiterate person. On 
subsequent inquiry I was informed that he could only read very 
imperfectly, and could not write; yet he was entrusted with 
the entire responsibility of the underground management of 
that colliery during the absenee of tbe viewer, Mr. Locke, who 
was only expected to visit the colliery once a month. Upon the 
dis<:retion of this illiterate osan the daily safety of 100 lives 
depended. It was he alone who was suppotied to be able to 
obiierve with intelligenoe any of those varying circumstances 
which 80 rapidly alter the conditions of safety in a mine, and 
to act upon his obaervations with promptness and caution. 
Tbe iury were unable to say that the explosion occurred in 
consequence of any want of discretion on his part. But I 
understand that he is now to be dischara ed, and to be replaced 
by some one ot better qualifications. He bad been in charge 
ot the underground management before Mr. Locke was 
appointed viewer, and was thought by the owner to be compe- 
tent to his duties. Mr. Locke was of a different opinion ; but 
in this, as in a proposition to improve the ventilation, he was 
over-ruled. The circumstance of the low qualifications of the 
persons entrusted in this neighbourhood with such important 
and responsible duties as underground stewards has now 
attracted the serious attention of all the principal owners and 
managers of collieries around Barnsley ; and it was represented 
to me as their unanimous opinion, that immediate measures 
should be taken to create a class ot men of greater knowledge 
and ability. • • • •••••• 

After careful consideration, and an examination of the data 
afforded by the Factory Inspection, I am of opinion that a 
sufficient system of colliery inspection might be established at 
about one-third the cost of the inspection of factories— namely, 
for between £3500 and £4000 a-year. This is far less than 
it costs tbe small country of Belgium for this humane purpose. 
And that the expense is not thrown away in that country, I 
have shown, in addition to other particulars, by an extract 
from tbe Annual Report of the Minister of Public Works in 
1846; from which it appears that while the production of coal, 
between the years 1840 and 1844, had increased 20 per cent., 
and the number of workmen 17 per cent., the number of fatal 
accidents had diminished 15 per cent. 

* Mr. Trtmenboere is simply lospMtor of Mines nndar Lord Ashley's 
Aet, prohibiting tbe employmeDt of women and girls in niiiMe and 
oollieriee, and regulating tiie eaiploynient of lK»ye. 

■f This paragraph forms part of a stalcnent made by Mr. Tremeo- 
beere to Uie jary, and inoorporated into bis Bepori to Sir George Grry. 



THE BOROUGHHOLDERS AND FREEMEN. 

On Thursday, May 3, a special meeting was held, at the 
Anchoraae, Gateshead, (Mr. JoaBPH Robbon, Steward, in the 
chair,) ^to consider the report of the committee appointed 
to negotiate the sale of the field and property near Bensham 
occupied by Mr. Meek, and that of the committee appointed to 
view the disputed boundary between Mr. Guthrey and Cuth- 
bert EHison, Esq,** 

Mr. Ci J, KEislMJn, ibe nuljcuor and stcreHarj oi the badf , 
read a report, rtcommcndinji tbat ibe fit Id and pound (about 
three: aeret id aH}, wiib tbij: mill tmd rDom« (of no great ^alue)^ 
ibc whole now od^utiied by Mr. Mi^ek, nnd vhicb bad been 
advertised for sale^ be dispoted of to Mr. R. C Voung lor the 
&um o! £1,400, (under condition* set. forth in tbe report)* 

On tbe motif^n ol Mr. William Kymer!), seconded by Mr> 
RiLPB Wtl4m, ib^ report was received and ado pied » Tbe 
plan oi tbe sireeti intended io h^ bo\U ^1 ^^^ purch&sert mud 
ibc elevmlions ol tljii lQomi«s,tQ be ^uuiec^ ^^ tbeapprpTal of Ibe 
troRtees, stewards, and coBiTw^^t<.^ ^J 

[Tbe land in ^m^vVfii^ ™«i^ii^ .^^ ^^ M\fate,a litllt 
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below UoioD-laoe, oo the Windmill Hills, and eiteods down 
the road to tbe field lying behind Barring loo-place. It is Mr. 
Yoanff's intention to build a street, marked ** Hutt Street" on 
tbe plan, parallel with Union-lane, and alto a row of honaesy 
■narked ** Maltbj Place," facing the back ot Barrington-plaoe; 
but it is not improbable that another row will afterwards be 
built, so as to make the two into a street.] 

Having disposed of this businesf, the Boronghholders and 
Freemen proceeded to take into oonsideration the ** disputed 
boundary." 

Mr. Kbnmib read a long report, from which we gathered 
that Mr. Anthony Boggon had oeonpied two properties on tbe 
Win<lmiil Hills belonging to different owners, and that he bad 
purchased one of the properties of the Boronghholders. During 
hit occupancy the boundary between the properties became 
obliterated, and was now not to be distinguished. A dispute 
had oonsequently arisen between his representatives and 
Cuthbert Ellison, Esq., the owner of one of the properties, 
which had been compromised by the conaent of Mr. Ellison to 
aaoept £25. Tbe owner of the other property, Mr. Gothrey, 
who was a poor man (a sailor), claimed thi8£3S of the Borough, 
holders, on the plea that they had eonveyed to Mr. Boggon 
more than belonged to them. It did not clearly appear that 
they had done so, but tbe report recommended that, rather 
than encounter the uncertainty of law proceedings, the claim 
be allowed. 

Mr. Pollock moved that the report be received and adopted, 
and the motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Thanks were then voted to Mr. Robson for his services in the 
chair, and the meeting closed. 

[We had not ventured before, while the differences of opinion 
as to the Borough Property were productive of what the Duke 
ol Wellington would call '* a Utile war," to request admission to 
the meetings of the Boronghholders ; but the truce between the 
parties having now remained for some time uu&roken, we 
applied on 'I'hur4day lor leave to attend, and met with a 
courteous reception. Mr. Cook moved that the application be 
granted; Mr. Pollock seconded the motion; and, alter a short 
conversation, it was passed nem, con.— Ed. O.O.] 

GATESHEAD TOWN.COUNCIL. 
p Oborob Hawkb. Biq., Mayor. 
Aldermen. CounciUon. Douglas, Wm. Robson, Josepb 

p Brookett.W.H. j9 Adkus, John Hymers, Junes p Robson, Jobn 
^Cammlns.T. Brown, Wm. lonn, F. P. BasaolliJohn 

Kenmir, Wm. BIsffburn. R. Lister, John Walkor, Forsier 
Potts. John p Cook. William Poaroon, 0. J. p Yoaog, R. C. 
p Smith, James p CoaUbard, R. Prooktor, B.J. p Wilwm, Jamas 
p Wilson, Tbos. CTbose BMrked p wore prssentj 

Thb quarterly meeting was held on Thursday, May 3. The 
Mayor stated that he had received a letter tram the Secretary 
of the Durham County Agricultural Society, inquiring if he 
thought it likdy that facilities would be granted tor holding a 
meeting and cattle-show in Gateshead. He had replied 
favourably, and expressed his readiness to lay before tbe 
Council any communication which might be made to him by 
the Secretary. 

The Town Clbrk read a Report from the Town Improve, 
ment Committee. An arrangement had been made with Mr. 
Thomav Rochester (of Heugh, near Sumfordham), for a loan 
of £2,000 for the ooustruction of tbe proposed public sewer in 
the Higb-street of Gateshead. Four tenders had been received 
from parties willing to contract for tbe execution of the sewer 
from the foot of Bottle-bank to the end of Grahamsley-street— 
namely, from Mr. George Hornsby, Wrekenton, Messrs. Wil. 
son & Gibson, Newcastle, Mr. Charles Crawford, Felling, and 
Mr. John Pearson, Gateshead. Tbe Committee recommended 
that Mr. Pearson's tender (the lowest) be accepted, and that he 
be required to complete the work by the 12th of August Mr. 
Veatcti had submitted a plan according to which he proposed to 
alter tbe footpath from Pipewellgate to the Banktop, and the 
Committee recommended that it be approved. The Report 
stated, as to the inadvertent encroachment committed by Mr. 
C. J. Pearson in High-street, at the end of Nelson- street, that 
he was willing to pay 10s. 6.1. per yard for the ground ; which 
the Committee recommended the Council to accept. They also 
recommended that a set of grappling irons be procured, and 
deposited at the polioesUtion at the end of the bridge, under 
the care of the resident inspeetor. 



The Report having bam reodved, it waa rmolvad) on the 
notion of Mr. Aid. Bbockbtt, seconded by Mr. Angus, that 
Mr. Rochester's loan be aooepted. 

Mr. COULTHAKD moved the eonflrmation of the Report aa 
to Mr. Pearson's tender ; and Mr. Asoua haTing leoonded the 
motion, it was carried. The remainder of the Report was also 
agreed to. It was further resolred, on the motion of Mr. Aid. 
Brockbtt, seconded by Mr. Cook, that two of Carte's ** life- 
preservera" be procured. 

The Lighting Committee made a Report, from wbieh we 
gather that the general lighting season closed on the 28th nit, 
and that psrtial lighting, by 76 lamps, will be oontinuod or er 
the summer. 

The Watch Committee also made a Report, which contained 
nothing of public interest. 

The Finance Committee reported that the Treasarer had 
£293 12s. 6^d. in hand, and there were aecounts to pay 
amounting to £103 ITs. 2d. They reoomnended th^t a 
borough rate be laid of a penny in the pound in aid of the 
watch rate. 

Mr. Aid. Cummins reported, on the part of the St. Mary's 
Clock Committee, that their work was completed; that £146 
odd had been collected; that about £6 remamed to be got in; 
and that there was £2 odd in hand. He had now to apply to 
.the Council to be at the expense of lighting the clock with gas. 
The Churehwardens had no funds out of which to bear the 
cost— After some discussion, it was resolved, that the Com- 
mittee be empowered (within certain limits) to enter into a 
negotiation vrith tbe Gas Company— Mr. Angus remarking, 
with great justice, that if the Company lighted the Newcastle 
clocks gratuitously, Gateshead should enjoy a similar favour, 
many shareholders residing in this borongh. It was also 
observed that tbe Gateshei^ dock, from its position, was of 
great service to Newcastle. 

Other business having been transacted, the meeting was 
adjourned to the 24th of May (the boundary day), at 9 o^doek 
in the morning, then to hare the sewer-^ontract signed. 

Next Thursday (May 10), at 10 o'doek, there will be a com- 
mittee meeting, to recdre complaints of encroachments, prelimi- 
nary to the perambulation of tbe boundaries on the 24th. On 
tbe latter day, we think we may fentare to promise the school- 
boys of Gateshead, they will haTo a glorious holiday. 
« . 

London Coal Market. — ComparatiTe statement 
of the first four months of 1848 and 1849 :— ^ 



1848. 
1849. 



SHIPS. 

4,250 
3,518 



Tons. 

1,214,061 

989,865 



732 224,j696 

a great decrease in the fint four monthi 
present year. The quantity of inland coals brought into 
London by canal, in the month of March, 1849, upon which 
the city's and other dues were reodved, was 1,036 Ions. 

Tbe High Level Bridge.— On Saturday, the 2Sf^ 
April, the ironwork of this magnificent viaduct was brought into 
connection from end to end. There had been, until then, a 
gap at the second areh from Newcastle— the flnt of the water- 
arehes. fiut on that day an iron rib was perfeeted from pier 
to pier, and the six iron arehes of the bridge formed a con- 
tinuous series. Rapid progress has been made with the workb 
in the past Spring; the beautiful structure has day by day 
perceptibly grown into its ultimate form and majesty; and 
there can be no doubt, now, that by tbe 1st of August it will 
stand complete. 

The Borough of Gateshead. — ^We are happy to 
inform our readen, that the undent borongh of Qateshead will 
shortly be considerably improved in its appearance, as, we are 
well assured, greater vigilance will in future be exerted for 
keeping dean the streets and lanes, and preventing nuisances 
therein, which have hitherto been allowed to accumulate. For 
this purpose a meeting of the principal inhabitants was latdy 
hdd at the Anchorage, when various resolutions were entered 
into, a committee and snrveyon of districts appointed, and 
such other regulations adopted as will, we an perauaded, 
effectually secure those dedrable objects, on which not only the 
accommodation but the health of the inhabitants so much 
depends. — Tyne Mercury ^ November 25, 1806, [This para- 
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grtpb, eUpped from our deptrted eontflmpomryt bu buD tent 
to us itom the atfaer arde of tfa« oonii^, bT « «ort«f pcDdent «bo 
ii oarious to kao* vhetber the good «ofk oi SinLiirj Reforni, 
coomeDGed in Gatesbead neftrlj fortj T«in *gOi bu been ]ret 

eompkt^, or if wb are itiJl makijUK food ** i^solutiooi" one 
dEj ud breftkitif tbem tbe next. We believe tbat aincc IdOB 
0Or boron i;h has been gre&tlj i m prated :«tliaC we may bo* 
■a^ of oar strtiets, ai wai oaid a cenmrj ago of the nwdi in tbe 
Highlaoda :— 

Ir foa'd MKD thtim raadi &«/»^ Uu-y were modi. 

¥db V0uld lift jour birdi Aod bl«i« liicDeni Wv]ff, 
Bnt that we have ^^ effectually kept cleao oar iireeti aad 
UDei," *^ prvTeated nuisapees tbereioi" and ** alloved do 
ofienaite tcouipalaCtODi,'* ve eamiot traly affirm. We bare 
bad occajioD lo pass '^tanous reffolatlona" tiiiee our fore- 
rvoiiert a^^eTobled at the Aneborage^ and, like tbem, have left 
10 poiterity the carry lag of some of them out. But ve aire 
eQft&inly trnproriDg, if nox so fait as xBigbt be wished j and 
when ve have |[ot potteision of the Pahlle Health Acij ve 
trust to go ahead a litUe more rapidly.— Ed. CO.] 

THE YORK MEeSnG, 

RESIGNATION OP GEOEGE HUDSON ESQ, MP 

CHAIRMAN OF THE EOaBD, ' ^' 
Am extraordiimrj goneral meeting of the York, Newcasila, 
a&d Berwick Railway Company, waa held on Friday, May 4, 
at noon, in the city of York, "for tho pnrpoao of recciTing 
and considering the Report of the Committee appointed at 
the last half-yearly meeting of tbe company, to ^reatigaCe 
the Great North of England Parcbaio Aeeount j and also for 
the pnrpoBe of considering the propriety of anpointingp and, 
ji thought right I to appoint, a Committoe of Shareholders to 
ttEamine into, inyeitigfttej and report upon the nijanagement 
and general affairs of the company i and to adopt nfuin mea- 
HUzcH. or pasa ineh resolntioniif with reference to the nxattera 
aforesaid, or either of them^ as to such extraordinary meeting 
aball leem fit," The Do Grey Room* hein^ found too smafl 
for tha ahar^holdera io attendance, the meeting waft adjourned 
to tbe FestiTal Conoert Room, ivhich holds two thousand 
persons, and was on tbia occasion Blled. There were thirty 
z^ortera present* For our report, which contains otoit* 
thing of snbBtance that transpired, we are chiefly indebted 
to the YorkEfiirftrum^ 

The Company's Chalmian, Mr. GKonOB Hudsok, did noi 
t^j&ear^ hut sent a letter reeigkiro Em office. 

The chair was taken by Mr. Robert Davies, the Y ice- 
Chairman of the Board of DirectoiH, who read tbe f ollowinir 
letter:^ * 

eiNTLiHtir^lfeh»iDplMaaiiiUmatrd to me, br a 4tptitatJon of 
slianbDidtn, ibat in tliclr jad|tmeDt it won^ be tor ihv itiutrvit of th« 
Gomi^ii&r Ibat I iboold reilgn tbe oittEH of Director^ I otQ bAw d« 
hcti^ioD Id at DO D« Qompljioi with tb«jr iiii,bH. 1 had tbouebt tt 
voold baTQ Appnreit ft^lv |Dit that dd in«uare of tbli «b&rmct«i- ibould 
bavo bweu pm«d ddUI tbat i^M intjuir^ into the tSiin of tha Com pan v 
bad takaa plaM« In lb* pnpriit; of wbkti mlL partiei oonear-, iDd di> oqa 
aoK ibtiQgJj UuKD Df Hif - bat V Mk ooELtimry opiaioo ufina to pn- 
nJlr bawarwr barthlf I maj eoDtlder that {ppjnigiQ to be^r npoQ. mjmM 
I f«tbo« to lb« iattaiadoD wbtab baa bcvD eoDte^ed to me. ' * 

I am,€huitl«Ba«ii, yjKin tralr, 
„ ttiORoa Ht^Uiow. 

To lbs Tio»4)bainnaD and Blmtan of ^le Yorkt Kawaaul* 
and BarwloJi B«llwap Canipaiif , ' 

Mr. Prance came forward^ amidst loud applaui^, aad ob* 
seried that the proper course would be to have tbe Report of 
tbe Committee read in the firit inataiiice. 

But everybody having read jt already, tbere vai a genoiftl 
inclioation to waive the formal readiog of it to the meeting* 

Mr. Prahcr therefore moved, wilb a preliminary remark or 
two, " That tbe Report of the CommlLiec appointed to inquire 
into the Great Korih ol England Purchase Account be received 
and adopted by tbe ^barsboldert.'^ 
Mr. LoTB seconded the motion. 

Mr. Babstow, one of the auditorsi declared that they bad 
not J as the repgrt aiserted, ■ misapprcb^iinded their datr^'' but 
had performed it fairly and conscieotiouiily, aod in strict 
aecordance «ith the reqairemeata of tbe act of parliameDt, 
(Applause and hisses,} 

Mr. Gltwm, of Newcastle, maintained that the ro^etpn^r bad 
DO legal power to appoint a comcaitiee. (Laughters c beers, and 
biiiea, «itb ciiea ol ^ Platform, pluUorm,"} He a«cypied a 



■afficleiilly promisent poiitioii. All that b« vitbed-for was 
justice to sJl, What were tbey there to del To protect teo 
millions sterling of their property. [Loud cheers.) fie bop^eil 
that gentlemen would see the propriety of actinf prudently, 
aod for the interests ol their property p He thoQ|bt it tbe riphc 
conrae to move, by if ay oE amendmenti that no further inqoiiT 
ihould be made in tbe matter. (Lauf hter and disapprobation.) 
Mr* RT4Cm thought the amendment irregular. Tbe motion 
before tbe meeting ihoald fir^t be disposed of. (Applaud.) 

The CHAllUCAlf said he tbou^bt tbe gentleman wu out (rf 
order ; and tbe origiaal motion having besn put, tt was carried 
nearly onanlmonsly. 

Tbe Hon. J. C. DuwDii, M.P., roee lo propose a motion, 
and obtertrd that tbe point was now gained at which many of 
the shareholders present, along with bimselT, had deiirvd to 
arrive; and he truftted that they were all imbued with the 
feelings i>\ true EngiishmeOj and would refrain Irom trampling 
OQ tbe Tall en. (Loud applause^ M^itb respect to their late 
CbairmaD,hc would say nothing; but with respect to the gen* 
tlemen «bo bad rendered tbe sbarebolderi such ralnable assist 
anee, he would say tbat they were deserving ot the warmest 
thanks of the meeting:. {Cheer».) He would tberebre move — 
'^ Tbat tbe thanks at this meeting are due to tbe gentlemen 
constituting Lhe Committee oF InTcsttjcation for their able 
Report ; and tbat the enpeni&e uf priotioft and iisuiOfE the isme, 
with the olb^r charges consequent ibereqn, be paid by the com- 
pany t** (Applause,, with aome disapprobation.) 

Mr. Thompson, ol Sheri^ Button Paik, seccmded the 
motion ; and it was paiied uoanimonily* 

Mr, FEaMCE returned Ibankt. Tbe commtttf-e had two 
thlDKS to keep in view« First, that nothing lihould be allowed 
to transpire until the report was in thehacd^ ol tbe shareboldert. 
That ohjecr, he thought, tbey bad most effeetnally secured, 
(Appkuse.) The second and more important object was ihts — 
namely, that the int^eattgation should be made fully, fairly 
and impartially. (Applaui^e.) That was done, and tbdr dect* 
lion was pronounced with calmness andmoderalion^ (Applause.) 
With regard to tbe gentlemen who composed tbe committee, 
they were previously strangers to eaeb other, and, as a body, 
not prompted by those feelings whicb Hd to tbe investigatton^ 
and, when the evidence was beard, they came to a decision 
within lour and twenty hours. (Applause.) 
Mr, Lots also returned thanks. 

Mr. BBNKr Buu^ of London, moved--** That the remain > 
ing mem ben ot the Board ol Directors be requested to n^n 
office until the ihareboIder& can reconstroct the Board/* 

Mr. KiFLtirc^j of Darlington, seconded the motion; and a 
warm discussion ensued, in which Mr. Sidney, of Liverpool, 
Ur. B. S. TnnMP907i, of Moat Hal J, and other ftharebolda^ 
took part. The motion was then adopted. 

Mr» H. S. TaoKPSOif (who represented a committee ap- 
pointed by shareholders to make arrangements lor the meet- 
ing) rose to propose a Committee of In vcsti fatten into the 
affairs of tbe York^ NeweaiUe, and Berwick Railway Com- 
pany (namely) L— 

Mr. MioTarpn, Edlnbnrgb. 
Mr. Ipi^vfibcnma, Ge»g«w. 
Mr. KipliDH, DaHiDgtD>a. 
Mt' John Sbliirtd^ Nflnr«Htl»'Dpon.Tjiii. 
Mr LotQ, 3too1[ EiobSQie, Load an. 
Mr. U«k, Lcrd Mi/or of Tori. 
Mr. Fblllpion, Niwoaitiej^QQraLoatffd br the THJ-Mliin}. 
Mr. OooDM^H, of Leeds, seconded tbe motion, fle hoped 
that when the report was made matters would turn out much 
better than was now aoticipated. The time had come wh^n 
public confidence should be restored, and tbe condition of the 
cnntpany ajcertalned and settled. He had not tbe honour of 
knowing any ol the gentlemen of tbe committee, with the es^ 
ceptiou of the Lord Mayor of York ; but he understood tbey 
were men ol unimpeachable cbaracter, great ability, and deter- 
mined to go thoroughly and faithfully through the great busi- 
nea* with which thJcy were entrusted. He hoppd that the result 
would tend to tb^- prosperity ol the ^hnrchwlder*. (Applause*) 
Mr. Jooi* Katte^ irum near Hurtder^flddt having put a 
question which gave rise to a shon and unimportant di&cus- 
lion, tbe motion was put, and \iimi\m^^^^¥ carried, 



Mr. Lb E MAS, of York, catr^p ffj--|M^^^^ oht^tYed, that the 
resolution appt3miiog the ^01^^-'^ charged those gentlemen 
with an ina^Qjjj^m\c «am\|^^^Ut*^ ^q ** fti\^\bt or ptoposed 
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ooDtriiets for works, bills in ptrliameDt, aod other current ope- 
mtions 00 the part of the oompaoy." The shareholders were 
aware that there were now three bills before parliament— one 
for leasing the Mary port and Oarltsle aod Newcastle and Car- 
li«le lines-^another for makioK branebes — aod the third for 
eoabliog the company to sobscribe £190,000 towards the cost 
of constmotiog the Sonderland docks. (Disapprobation and 
langbter.) There were also contracts pending— some recently 
lel» and others postponed. These were matters to which the 
eommittee should turn their fl»t attention, and he bad now to 
propose that the meeting should adjourn for a month, and that 
the directors should be requested (the shareholders oould do no 
more) to deter the bills in question until the adjourned meeting. 
No barm oould ensue from such a course. He would therefore 
aove:— *'That this meeting be adiourned to Friday, the 1st of 
June; and that until such meeting the directors be requested 
■pt to allow any bill now before parlisment, in wbich the com. 
pany is interested, to proceed beyond the first reading in tho 
Boose of Lords." 

Mr. W. L. WhabtoV) of Durham, seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rddisom, of Leedk, inquired whether the resolution 
feflierrad to all the bills in whieh the company were interested t 
Only three were named. 

Mr. Lbbman inquired to what other bill his friend alluded* 

Mr. EvDiaoN : The Stockton and Darlington Amalgamation 
BUI. 

Mr. William Richabdson, oI York, one of the company's 
ioUcitors, said he shoold be glad to give any explanations that 
might be required. (Applause.) The directors had no wish to 
•dvanoe any bill without the sanction of the highly.respectable 
gentlemen now appointed as a committee; and he should be 
most pnHid and happy to meet them, and gire them the fullest 
information. 

Tha notion was put and earried. 

Ifr.PBAVCS proposed, in complimentary terms,** That the 
thaolu of the shareholders are doe, and are hereby presented, 
to Mr. Thompson and the other members ol the York com- 
mittee, lor the exertions they had used in promotion of the 
interesto of the proprietors, and that the expenses already in- 
evrred be paid." (Applause.) 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lotb, and earried. 

Mr. H. 8. Tbomfson returned thanks. He could not take 
MUdit for himsell that his exertions had been disinterested. He 
and his rdatiTcs and friends were lance shareholders, and were 
naiBrally anxious that the aflEairs ol the line, which had great 
capabilities, should be pot into the best possible state. He 
Ikoped that, heneeforward, railway Bianagemeot would he more 
closely looked into, and would be more eeonomical ; for economy, 
ia these times, was the order ol tha daji in nllways at well at 
other matters. (Applause.) 

Mr. Pbamcb moTod a vote of thanks to Mr. DaTles for hie 
aenrieea in the ehair; which was seconded by Mr. Dumdas, 
m ^ carried by aeolamatlon. 

The Cbaibmam acknowledged the comoliment; said it was 
Irae, as Mr. Prance and Mr. Dundas had observed, that his 
position had been a painful one ; but he was gratified to find 
that the meetiag thought he had performed his duties satis- 
faetorily. 

The meeting then separated. 



Oatbshbad Union. — The number of Irish piapen 
relieved in the Gateshead Union during the quarter ending the 
3(Mh day of Mareh, 1849, with the cost of sueli relief (exelusive 
of the cost of removals), was as follows :-*• 

eatesb«edPsridi....«....„...M4 .« £li» H 4| 

Heworth Cbspciry «••••, 93 •• 9 4 U 

Wlnletmi Psrlsb •••••««••.••.• 78 •« 10 8 11 

WhiskbamPsritb*. «»..•« 1 •« S 10 

Ryton Townsbip »«a...»«9«*.»« S •« S 8 8 

848 £IH 8 H 

Oatbsbbad Low Fell Flowsr and Ybgbtablb 
8how«— The cottage gardeners and florists of Gateshead Fell 
and the vicinity held their first show, this season, on Saturday, 
May 6, at the house of Mr. John Pattcrton, Crown inn. when 
prises were awarded as foUowt i— Auricula : Mr. Ralph Brown, 
1 : Mr. John Oarr,3. — Polyanthus : Mr. John Carr, 1 : Mr. 
Ralph Brown, 2: Mr. John Ranson,8.«Pansie8: Mr. John 
Can, 1 ! Mr. John Rauon, 3: Mr. ThoBHU CobIioBi 8b— 



Wallflowers : Mr. Matthew Brown, I : Mr. John Gardner, 9: 
Mr. John Carr, 3.— Early Cabbage f Mr. M. Brown, I: Mr. 
John Carr, 2 : Mr. John Gardner, 8.— Leeks : Mr. John Carr, 
Mr. Thomas Conlson, 2: Mr. Francis Barron. 3.— One of the 
leeks exhibited by Mr. Carr (Musselburgh Flag) weighed 2lb 
2oz. I Our correspondent fearing for his veracity, has sent us 
a sample of the Low Fell leeks, large enough to make a dinner 
for a small family. If it were such a one that was preeanted to 
Pistol t we do not wonder that be hesitated to swaltow it. 

Gateshead Improtbiibnt8. — Mr. John Pennoii, 
the contractor for the execution of the great sewer in the High, 
street of this borough, made a beginning of the work on the 
9th May, on the site of the departed lolbootb, nearly opposite tlie 
departed almshouses of the late Mr. Powell. The excavations 
have laid bare the foundations of the old prison, whidi stood 
in the middle of the street, and appears to have eommenoed in 
a line with the south end of the almshouses. The eontmoter 
has also had the luck to hit upon the ^ High Main" seam of 
coal ; and this, we presume, he may appropriate aa a perMisile, 
and vend under the name of ^ Pearson's Wallsend.*<-*At the foot 
of Wes^st^eet, Messrs. Wilson k, Gibson are about to begin the 
erection of the new railway-bridge aerose Slant-street, (wUeb, 
we hear, has been rechristeoed by the less expressive naise of 
** Hilis-street") Thus, both underground and abovufronnd, 
tlie work of improvement goes on in our ancient borough. 

HiOHWAT Robbbet nbarOatbshbad.— 4>n tlM4tk 
May, about one o'clock. Miss Jane Latennr, govemeet in the 
family of Mr.Barkus, Eigbton House, near BirUey, was walking 
along the turnpike-road with two of his ehildren|and had given 
one of them her purse to play with, containing £3 19s. Three 
or foar men were lolling on the ground by the wayside— one of 
whom, named Willram Thompson, an Irish labourer, snatehed 
the purse from the child, and, throiring it to bia eomradet^fan 
off. Miss Latermy pursued him until he drew a dasp-knile, 
and threatened to stab ber, when she thought it prudent twgive 
up the chase. Subsequently, Thompson's ** friends" having 
fled with the money, he was so sorely exasperated at them thai 
he surrendered himself to the police ! On Wednesday, at the 
Goat, in Gateshead, he was brought before Ralph Carr. R. H. 
Bell, and George Hawks, Bsqrs,, and committed for trials On 
the same occasion, William Twaddle and Joseph Mandliujr, of 
Swalwdl, were sent to gaol for a month for stealing cats nom 
the suble of Mr. Robert Torbit. 

Carte E*8 Well.— [From a ** Low Fell" Comtpon- 
dent.]— This never fsiling supply of excellent water is in- 
valuable to the inhabitanU of Gateshead Fell, as well as to 
their cattle, and those that pass by on the Durham road. A 
centunr aco it was a spring oozing out of a hill side. The 
Sheriff Hill eolliery commeneing about that time, and water being 
required for the pumping engine dose by, this spring seemed 
likely to afford them the supply reouired, at it was suppoeed to 
come from one of the top seams of coal that had been wrought 
for landsale in the immediate vicinity. A drift was then 
eommenoed, and continued in the direction most likely to meet 
the supply. This was fortunately found in some old workings 
a few hundred yards to the east From wbich time the supply 
has not only been abundant for the inhabitants of the place^ but 
also for the neighbouring population when their own springs 
run drr. Before the drift opened out the iBp|»ly, the people 
were often obliged in the summer to watch all night, and take 
the water up with a sauoer. When the road to Lendon war 
made through the Low Fell, the position of the well was so altered, 
that two louE approaches to it beeame necessary from the nordi 
and south, which are expend ve to keep in repair from the num. 
ber of cattle from the neighbourhood, as wdl as those passing 
along tbe road. The present repairs win amount to nearly 
£30, which has been liberalUr eontributed by the inhabitaniB, 
assisted hy our (Gateshead friends, to whom we tender our best 
tlianks. This is a large sum ; but when we consider the impor- 
tance of the object on which it has been expended, it may be 
truly said that the money has been well spent, in notimni 
this plane^ the author of the ^ Pitman's Fay* layt .— * 

Ve oCber spring wiv it son vis : 

Ii is a tap that os'sr rans dry— 

A etUer wbcie a rich supply 



And if awd sfls vysks tipple Bos, 
Wore moB. aw tbtaik, bs quiis divine » 
Vor ii'i a balsh of AdssM wins, 
WsgslatlhsOrwtleB. 
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RIVER TYKE CONSERVANCY. 

He PORT OF THE ADMIRALTY INSPECTOR^ 
hIqek WASBieroTON, eiq^, a £c. 

$lli^[ci o^leDce t& their lord thipt' ID* I ructions to bold m 
fnibUc inqttiff oa Ibe spat laio the Tf fi« CaQ»erf aocf Bill^ I 
hive ibe banoitr to repofl :— 

Tb&t bavJDf, ta Accord i nee with Ihe itatDtCf ^iten 14 daft' 
p^uhlic Qotice by id rertiHf m«iit in t wn lnc*t ne»^fr«p«rf, tbe ^rur. 
foitla Couranl of (be 26tb^aiidtbe Gsleth^ad Otierver o\ ihe 
27t,b ot Jsmuarjr, Aod othemiite bf bindtiil}, ol ihe limeaDd 
p!«c« t|>pointed fnr tbe inquiryy 1 pro«eed«d ta N«vr«it]« oa 
Wedondftf, the 7tb of Ffsbniarj; aod on the faUo«inf( and 
anbitqaenl d^ft^ at tbe low irat«rr of iprinpr tide»t in coaipaof 
with 11 r^ B» K« Ca]v«r» R.N., and tbe engine^n re^peciifeLy |o 
tbei Corporation of KevcaHlk asd to ibe promoters of tbe bill, 
I carried tome lioeii <»f soundloirB orcr Tynemuyib bar and 
tlniigiide apd hctveen tbe tier« of »hippinj( lying; at ibe moor* 
iDfi io Shields bar boa r« I at jo in« peeked the river ffom iu 
entramv to Ne«caat|e bridgei and raade memoranda of the 
ftate of the banki and aua|a on either shores and lounded 
orer tbme parti of tbe river where tbe ensiDeer pointed out 
that Dew workt had had the rfltct of df.^epertioff ibe water. 

On Saturdaj, the lOtb, and Monday » t hi; I3ih of Febntarf , 
a public inquiry to to tbe ca«»e «a» be Id in the long roem at tbe 
Hurth umber land Armi, at North Shidd^, and eontrnned, by 
adtoarnment, m tbe Guild baU at Newca£tle-upao-Tvri<'f oa 
Ibe Ulb, 16tb J6[h/l7Eb,and 19tb dityi o1 February, l&lO. 

In the course ol tbeie seien days I received evidence^ebitffr 
M to the itate of the river, from 57 «iiaeiie^i inctudiof 
engineett, «hifN>«Der»» piloti, mast en of steam leitrhi and 
aoal and ballajt kevlmen^ brouEbt forward reipeGtitdjf by the 
promo Urs of tbe bill io support of the meaiure» and by tbe 
Corporation of f^eweasUe ai oppotinj^ it* The evidence 
eon lists oj 450 pafes of manaicript in folio, ii bat sitice 
been priotedj and a printed copy of it it tnoexed to this report 
Tor tbe information of their lordships. 

The promoters of the hill were rt- predated bj Mesir^. Ltetcli 
h Kewney, soUciton, ol North Shields, who opeoed tbeir eas« 
aiid called witneues m support of it. There also appeared in 
lupport ol the bill Capiatn Lbikill, tbe cbief landed proprietor 
in Tyne mouth, with Menri. Shotton atid Straker,, and othft 
shipowneri of North Shields, and Mr, J * Rob in to n> kbipowner, 
of South Shield A. 

The mQisvre nras opposed by the Town Clerk ol Newcastle 
(John Clayton, E»q.)f on tbe part of ibe Corporation ol New* 
rattle at coniervatiirs ot the river Tyncj and by Alderman 
Armslronjr^ tbe hiiihty ^respected Cbatrman of the River Com* 
mitieej and hy Alderman Dunn, an intelligent meenber of the 
■ame coromittee. The Mastrr of the Trinity House (J. T. 
Carrf Efcq.) appeared oo behalf of that aocient and charttable 
corporatloo. Tbe horou|t;h of Gateabead wm represented by 
jU TovD Clerk {W, Kell, Etq.), who atteodcd the whole of the 

Sroceedtngs and Tjgilantly waiehed over the interests of his 
orougb. Tbe Mayor of Newcaslle^ although ha via; much 
Other official hu&jneiGs to attend to, waai. prrsent durini; tbe 
greats part of tbe inquiry; and 1 have much fEratiHcation in 
vkDOvledging the courtesy and attention reoened from hint, 
the facilities that were afiordcd me by all paiii«i in tbe course 
ol the tDQuiry, and the readinesa with which every requirement 
on the part of the Admiralty was attended to by the Town* 
Council and it£ reprc^eniitive. 

Finding thai Mr. £. K. Calver^ RN.j Admiralty Surveyor, 
vbo aounded the en trance of tbe Tyne in 1838^ was engai^eil 
in b)i turvcyin^ duties in the Deigbbo'arhoadT 1 rfquexled bii 
attendance during the iequiry, and derived much bcnrflt from 
his local knonledfe. He ha^ sioce , with the sanction of the 
Hydroeraphcr to tbe Admimltyi Rear Admiral Sir Francis 
Beaufort, rurni^hed me with tranivtrsc sections of the ri»rr, 
•bowiflg the prewDt stale of the channel at evrry ball mile froni 
Tyne bar to h^cwcantle brid|e— a mu«t valuable d(?cument,andf 
I may say, the found atios of thi» report ; for wtihont it, io 
the ahieuce of aoy survey of the rivet for the Iaat30 year;, it 
would have been impoiiBible to ba«e elicited the truth from tbe 
mats ol cooHictiojf and eoutradiotory evidence on this point 
which was brought before me« 

Tbe pene'^al objeeU ol thif billt vbteli entirely fall wlthiit 
the jsriidiction of the Admiraltyj and directly aSeei \h& 
fntcrctts of nati^aiioa, iie:^ 



1. The estabi 1th meat of an IndepesdeDt Eoard of Coil 
tervaney, fcr tbe bt-tter prsMrvatioa and iBprovement of Lb« 
river Tynr, 

% Tbe transrer to socb a Board of all e«hlbg povcrt ot 
conieriratorihip from tbe Mayor, Aldermen, and Hurgesiuor 
the borouftb of Newcaitfe-upon Tyne, 

S. To obtain a 1efiktitiv« declaration ii io whether all or 
what portion of ibe dues Levied on sbTpping and on p^ooda borne 
by snipping OD tbe T> ne arc applicable to tbe conttrvascy aii4 
improtement of the river. 

And, lastly, to irsnkfrr tocb fandi Io the said propotrd 
Board, and to provide mote tSecLnally than at pre&eot for Lhtf 
proper Application thereot. 

The preamble to tbe biM recite* the tevml acts under vfaicb 
the Corporatioa of Newcastle now etcrcite the powers of coa< 
servaiort. 

K An act pa&^d in the 21 it y«ar ol tbe reign of Ring 
Henry VIII., by which it wkj^ riiacted that no mtrchanc or 
other pprnon should load or unload any |oods into or from any 
ship or vessel at any place on tbe Tyue^ eicept ai the town o( 
Ne« castle, and nowhere else, on pain or forfeiture of aU such 
goods or mercbandtfrTt 

2. An act passed in the 4Ut year ol tbe rHgn of Ktof 
fieorgc III. (ItiQI), wbii.-h iave powers to tbe Corporatinn of 
He«ca>ftte to appoint harbour mtstirs for the piorrj.aQd to ikaka 
byelaws for the mooriof and ref[ula(ion of vcttel*. 

3. An act passed in the fir$t year of the reign of Queen 
Victor J a (1837), under the title of'** An Act for R«^au1atiiig and 
Improving tbe Bjfough of Newcastle upon Tyur," which ^ after 
reciting ttiat tbe Mayor and Corporation were entitled to tollf, 
to#n and quay dueii, '* in ctm&i deration ol tbeir iusfainins tba 
burden which attach rd to lb em at concert ators of the river 
Tyst*," &c., enacted, that inhco ol the durs thu«ievied,eertaii 
other dues, apecified in the achi^ule to the now recited acta 
should be payable to the «aid Mayor and Corporation, and 
authorized ibe raisin^E of £3D,000 on mortiirageof sucb dues. 

4. Ao arc pasted in the fourth and Qftb years of ibe rei|e 
of Qocen Victbrta (1841), under the title ol ** An Act to Alter 
and El tend the la it- men honed Act of 1B37," by whteb another 
chant! e wis made in the schedule of duet oo sbippiog, payable 
to tbe Mayor and Cor poratjoo, and pcnters were taken to ratsa 
■ further sum ol £70|CK)0 no morigage of the dues. 

Aod, lastly, the Newcastle- upon -Tyne Port Ac% 1845, wbkih 
|avc powers to levy an addtiional rate upon all ves^la friquentr 
iDg the Tyne, in order to delray the eipcuse of laying doan 
moorings, «od of e^iaf^li^hiog a rivfr police: it atsoauthoHxed 
the borrowiog of £20,OCO on tbe stcuriiy of tvo-third parU of 
tucb totinage rales. 

Tbe bill then goet on to state that it being evpedi«nt that 
further provision be made for theoonservancy of the rtFerTyae, 
it propo!ici by the fourth clause to vest the cooierrancy in 
twelve Commi^iioner^i of whom four to be appointed by the 
Corporation oJ Newcasilc, two by the Corporation of Ciatubead, 
three by tbe re|ihiered shipowners of the port of Sbielda 
resident in the bornugb of TynemouLb,and three by thipowntri 
of the port residing in South Shields. 

Clautei G to 1^ repeal so much ol the recited acts at may 
authorize takinfi; duet by the Corporation (with tbe exteption 
of Uuayfiide duet), and the power to place moorings and 
appoint harbour masters; and clause 13 tran&lert all saeb 
powers to the Commisiioncrt to he appointed under ibe proposed 
aet* 

Tbe groundi for luch a transfer, as ttated by tbe promoters, 
are '" lor the better c^jn^crVHoey ol the river, and to compel the 
application of the dues on shipping and on tahipnunta to their 
legiiimaic purposet." 

This ttalement raises thequeitiomt'^ 

I. What are the dues so levied on ihippfnf tnd iblpmeatft 
and bow are ttiey applied I 

1L Ha» the conservancy of the riverTyoebei^n to administered 
by the Corporation of Ne*cast!e at to render it desirable for 
the public faeneflc that it should b« iransf erred to other hands, 

5. And if so, to nhom ! and vbat should be the oonstitution 
ol tbe Board ? 

The first of tliese poinit m\\\ p^ . ^\g be eoniidered by thalr 
Lordahipa aa eomini mor* lOitiL v \f "^iVm the province of 
Committee* oi VV^ >AiJ\i^^» ^\ Vi^n^M*^ Jo^ ^^ttspuiejthiitiloTtp 
merely to i»tet\e^ \i^^ v^^ ^''Ht ^^((^ A ^^^^^*^*^ aticounts ot 
the Corpo imVio\i ^ ^ i&^i'^^ i* \^\ ^**^«|iaw^nt, aid applU 
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ettlOD of neb d«ei u anaj show the fovndatlos on whlofa thcf 
mt, ond whether there is any sofllcieot xroand (or coDtlderiof 
Mch daes as solely or ehirfly applicable to the object of coater- 
f aooy, and carrying o«t fmprovemeots in the port. 

The does ia question consist of twopence a chaldron on all 
eoal shipped on the river Tyne, (not open coal carried away by 
railroad or otherwise, hot solely on coal shipped on the river) ; 
of dnei on all ballast dellTcred in the Tyne ; of town and qnay 
daes, f rouodage, plankage, &e.» but from which freemen are 
•lempt. 

• Under these several heads it appears that on an average for 
the past seven year^ the income derived from the river (r xoln- 
sive of payments for conveying ballaat) has foceeded £26,000 
m year, while the snm Uid ont in improvements has been less 
than £5,000 a year. From an inspection of the Corporation's 
aoconnu of the last year, it seems that the reoeipto from the 
fiver were £27j907, and the espenditnre, including salarieS|&c., 
£10,894, sbowinfc a balance otherwise appropriated ol rather 
mora than £17,000. In the column of payments it will be seen 
that the cost of watching the boroogb for the past year wai 
£6,3S9, whereas the rale levied for watcbinff wss only £8,774 ; 
the charge for ligbting the borough was £2,617, whereas the 
lighting rate was only £1,203 ; paving and watering the boroagh 
cost £2^098, and the pavior and watering rate £1,068; streeto, 
roads, and scavengeriog, £7,018, but for this item no rate was 
levied ; payments formerly made ont of the conaty rate £4,680; 
Ibr which also no item appears ; thus showing a deicieocy of 
rates of £17,447, corresponding very nearly with theamonnt 
of river does not expended on the river. 

According to the abstract of acoonnts, printed in the appen- 
dis, the whole amooot received from the river since 180tf baa 
been £907,973; while the whole snm laid ont on tha rivcff« 
including all charges for conveying ballast* salariat, manage- 
ment, flee., daring that period, has been £887,71^; the difference 
between these two suma, eieeedlng hall a million of money, 
having been appropriated to the lighting, paving, watering, and 
scavengeriog the streets of Newcastle. 

The greater part of the above does are levfcd on vessels that 
eaity on their trade chiefly between Shields and London, and 
seldom approach nearer Newcastle than five or six miles; and 
in manv cases the dues are paid by f essels which from their 
draft of water when loaded coald not In the present atate of the 
river be brought op to Newcastle at the height of n spring tide. 

I need hardly point out that this applioatlon of duel levied 
on shipments and shippioa is contrary to the practice in neariy 
every harbour in the United Kingdom, and waa specially 
objected to in the reports of the Tidal Hartwurs Commission 
as unjust and impolitic The Corporation of Newcastle founded 
their right to levy these dses on their ancient charters ; but 
after the inquiry into the state of municipal oorporations in I8889 
apparentlv not feelinff tecuie in their title, they obtained an 
act of parliament in 1837, which converted their alleged pre- 
scriptive right to certain does into a parliamentary title. Ai 
to what rights their charters may confer, I can oiler no opinion, 
as the Town Clerk declined to produce them ; but the history 
•of the borough shows that whatever powers of conservancy such 
ebarters may confer, those powers have been overmled, and the 
conservancy of the river placed more than once In the hands of 
joint or separate oommissioas, as in the yean 1613 and 1616. 

The plea that the coal due is a town doe and not a river doe, 
and paid by the eoalowner and not by the shipowner, ean 
hardiV be admitted, seeing that the due In question is onlv 
levied on coal shipped on tbe Tyne, and not otherwise. Indeed, 
this very distinction would seem to mark it ont as a special 
river doe. Nor is it probable that the alleged right to levy this 
taa on shipments, and to espend It upon beautifying the streets 
of Newcastle, founded, as is asserted, upoa aa ancient charter 
granted to tbe Corporation, at a period** beyond legal memofy,* 
for being " as it were a shield of defence to all the people of 
England against the invasions and frequent insults of the 
Scots," will me«t with more eonsideration than the at least 
equally strong claim, forcibly urged by the soUctior for the 
nromolers, in favour of thoee " dwelling at the month of tbe 
Tyne, for having defended the entrance of the harbour and the 
whole coast of the kingdom ngalnst the threatened invasion of 
the French ;* nor is it easy to undcrstaad why ** tbe children 
of the men who bled at Trafalgar and the Nile" should not have 
equal privileges and rights with the descendants of those who 
merely protected Newcastle agalAat Ibe twendsof piadttory 
Border robben* 



One ground of complaint nrged by tbe promoters was, that 
no soffioient notice was given of the acts of 1837 and 1841, bj 
which the river dues were altered ; but it was proved m evidence 
bT tbe Town Clerk that he wrote to the Shipowners' Socictiee 
of North and Souib Shields 00 the sulject. The oomnlaln^ 
however, cannot be considrred to be without some foundationf 
as tbe title of the act of 1837, namely," An Act for Bcgnlatiuf 
and Improving the Borough of Newcastle-upon-Tyne," waa 
hardly calculated to loform the shipping interest that the dnea 
hitherto levied upon them, under, as it would appear, a doubt- 
ful authority, were henceforward to be levied by virtue of a 
distinct parliamentary title; and the public notice, which con- 
sists of about 180 lines of the columns of a newspaper, eontalna 
no allusion to the altention of dues till within the last ten lines, 
wbero the chaoge is mentioned, almost as in a paroDthesIs, 
between " reculating carmen, porters, watermen," and ''sedaa 
chairs, hackney coacbes," dte., &c. 

Tbe second qoestion, as to the conservancy of the river, Is so 
wide a subject, that it may, perhaps, be best considered under 
the several beads of :— 

a. Plans and surveys of the Tyne. 

b» Past and present state of the channel^ and depth of 
water over the bar. 

c New works, river lines, removal of obstnctions, stale of 
the shores. 

d. The deposit of ballast. 

e. Tide guages, mooriags, river polices 
/I I mprovemeotf, pilots, lifeboats, &e. 

VarioDs vague complaiots have been mnde from tiaMie dsM 
during the last two ceatwiea of the tortnens ehanael ol tha 
Tyae, ol the washing away of its baaks, of the obklmction 
earned by sunken ships of the slipping of ballast bills into the 
river, of the shoals and sand banks that eacumbcred its bed« 
kA ; but etcept tbe fact of such repealed eomplaints, as set 
forth in Gardiner's "Orievaoces of the Coal Trade" and 
Brand's ** History of Newcastle," and the indictment of tbe 
Corporation by tbe shipowners for obstructing Her Ma|esty's 
highway by permitting certain shoals to remaia in the rivert 
before a special jury at the assises in 1800 fwhen the Corpora* 
tion, it is )ust to add, were acquitted), evenrtniogissoestremcly 
Indefinite, from want of proper surveys of the river, that littto 
weight is to be attached to such complaints. It was, however, 
necessary thus briefly to refer to them, in order to aid their 
lordships in forming an opinion on one of tbe allegations of 
the promoters, that large manicipal oorfmratlons are not, and 
never have been, the bodies best ooostituted to ezereise the 
duties of eoBservancy ovfr a river or harbour. 

The eariicst plan of the Tyne with which I am acquainted Is 
by Qreenvilc Collins, hydroarapber to Kio| Charles the Sccondt 
who, during the years 1683 9, made a rapid surv^of a great 
part of the harbours of England and Ireland. The original 
drawings would seem to be lost ; but in 1773 encraved conies 
were published in a work called the Cotuling PUU^ in whicby 
among others, is a plan of the Tyne. This plan* •hich can 
hardly be termed more than eye-sketch, ia on the small scale of 
two inches to a nautio mile ; It shows only one line of sound* 
ings along the middle of the river, the depths given belaff 
about a quarter of a mile apart ; but as CoUiub was a sailor ^ 
profesaion, it is fair to suppose he gives the deepest water in the 
channel. Just within Tyne bar he marks a depth of 7 feet at 
low water and 21 feet at high water sprieg tides, being mnck 
the same depth as at present; in Shields harbour his least 
water is 18 ftet where now is only 16 feet; opposite Jarrow 
Slake he gives 16 and 17 feet, where now are only lOf and 11 
feet ; at a quarter of a mile above he gives 13 feet, where now, I 
believe, lies Jarrow New Sboal, so often reCerred to in the 
evidence as having only 2} feel water over it, right aeroM the 
river; opposite Howdon Collins gives only 7 and 8 feet, wheie 
now are 12 and 14 feet ; abreast and just above Wililngtop 
ballaftt quay he gives 10 and J 4 feet, where now it appears am 
only 6 and 7 feet; in the bight on tbe Sooth Shore, opposite 
St. Anthony's, Collins marks only 9 feet, where were 19 feet by 
Giles's survey of 1813, and where are 28 feet in 1849, I npeaf, 
however, that no great reliance can be placed apon tbe eiael 
position of Collins's depths ; bat his plan is highly Instraetlve, 
as holding out a distinct warning, when compared with 
Giles's survey, that the Tyne is subieet to remarkable cbangea 
In iu bed, and therefore requires the greater care in deabnff 
with it as a whole, and that it sast not be trifled with In 
detached portions. 
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An old plan worth notielnir It a plan of Um manor of the 
Dake of Northnmborland at Shields, bearing the name of F. 
Thoopton.and date 1767, accordiog to which it would leeoi that 
WhUeiiill Point had beea extended eoo«iiderably into the riter 
finee die time of the gonrey— apparently not less than 60 or 70 
yarda. The next plan is by one John Fryer, a land-surveyor and 
matiMmatician of Newcastle, who it seems made a plan, or 
mther an eye-sketoh of the riTer, in 177 i ; the soundings marked 
on it appear very vaftoe; at half.a-mile below Newcastle bridge 
it shows a dep^ of 13 feet at low water, at the spot where Collins 
marks 7 feet in 1684, Giles 8 feet in 1813, and where now it 
leaf than 6 feet; it gives no deptb on tbe bar. Fryer also 
made two plans on alarge scale of Shields harbour ; ooein 1773, 
the other dated 1787 ; on both of which a depth of 8 feet is 
■wrked on tbe bar. The former was made use ot in the trial when 
tbe shipowners indicted the Corpomtion in 1800 on account of 
obstructions in the river; and on that occasion Fryer re sounded 
the bar, on which he shows a depth of 9J feet; in Shields har- 
bour 34 feet ; and great alteration in tbe J arrow Sand, which had 
become dry m parts where there had been 10 leet water 90 years 



We now eome to the year 1813, at whicb period Rennie was 
eoosnlted aa to improving the river. His first step^ as the only 
svre basis on whien to found a report or to projeot works^ was 
to set on foot a detailed survey or tbe river from Tyoe bar to 
Neweastle bridge, with a complete series of tide observations. 
This work was earned out by that aecomplisbed surveyor, Fran- 
cis Giles, who the following year prodnctMi an elaborate plan of 
the rifer. This plan revealed for the first time the true state of 
aflairs ; it made manifest a narrow channel, contracted at placea 
10 60 yards in width ; 70 acres of dry sand-bank in tbe bed of 
the stream ; a ridge of stones projecting half across tbeentrance; 
a bar with only 6 feet water over it at low water of spring 
tides; and several projeeting points, causing difficulty and 
danger to navigation. 

In Augnst, 1816, Rennie, after due consideration, laid down 
on this plan certain river lines up to which he recommended in 
hit report all quays and other works should be advanced, and 
beyond which none should prflyeet : he also generally advised 
itraightening, eonflning, and deepening the channel, and espe- 
eially the removing St. Anthony's and Bill Point as the greatsat 
obstmctions to navigation in the river. 

1*00 much credit cannot be given to the Newcastle Corponu 
tion of the years 1813 and 13 for their wisdom and liberality in 
pfoenring this admirable plan, and for consulting the most 
eminent engineer of bis day as to the worka for improvement of 
tbe river. It was a first step in the right direetion; and the 
plan (u long as it ezisto and is legible) will be the standard to 
which all fntore works of improvement on the Tyne mnat be 



Bnt the question foreea itself upon ns^ Why was this survey so 
lonff delayed t Ho w is it possible to avoid oontmsting the indi f* 
fsrenee which pervaded the conservators of the Tyne as to ob- 
taining a survey of their river, with the aetivity manifested by 
ether ports far inferior to the Tyne in ships, in traffic, and in 
revenue I Not to speak of Bngiisb ports, we may cite Leith. 
Aberdeen, Peterhead, Glasgow, and Greenock, in Scotland; all 
which, long before, had eaused eareful surveys to be aude, and 
had consulted the most eminent engineers, as Smeaton, Rennie, 
and Telford, as to improvements— in some oases (as at Aberdeen) 
full 40 years before Neweastle took any step towards so desi. 
inble an object. Yet these ports had at that time probably not 
one-tei^th.of the income derived from tbe Tyne. As the New- 
castle acobnnto were only first pablished in 1809, we have not 
the fnf'fiTif of knovinff i^KacE?!'^ hot in the thtm followiag years 
the iocjaoat horn ihi Tjiiei afu-r pAyiog tbeoofi of ballast, was 
£15^000 a year; yet itotfaiDg worl^y of Ibe name ol a pUa was 
made I all was darkoes^ a? to the itatti of tbe river, cicept the 
fret that Kkilful pUoti did» by tbe aid of a good tide, get shipi 
to^and from tb^ cojtX slaiths, and tboie of & lighter draft op to 
NewcaiUe quay. 

Tbe i>Qly ulh^r plan that remaias la he noticed ts ibe Admi* 
ralty sarver of tbe cDtrani^ of tho Tyne sod Shields barboiir, 
made in l&aS aoilef tbe diractioDS of Captain Slater, by Mr. 
E. K, Calf er, RkN,, Master and Ass UtaM Surveyor* It h on 
the scale ci 10 inches to a itatute mile, is replete wUb »ouad* 
inis, and m^y t»£ fully relied on for accuracy. 

% The past aud pre«eai iiatfi of the ohannel of the nrer and 
depth of water orer the bar. 



This division of the subject has, in a vreat OMasnrei been 
anticipated in the comparison of plans. The evidence however 
given on the preliminary inquiry as to tho cbanges during the 
last thirty years is too important not to be noticed. 

Numerous piloU, masters ol steam- vessels, coal and ballast 
keelmeo, were examined ; and although their evidence is suffi- 
ciently conflicting, there can be no doubt but that the deep 
water in Shields harbour, known by the name of Peggy's Hole 
(the berth usually reserved for Her Majesty's vessels, near the 
Low LigbU), no longer exists; it seems equally cerUin that 
the depth opposite the new quay at Shields has much decreased ; 
that a new shoal off Jarrow, having only 2 feet 9 inches of 
water on it, has grown up within tbe last few years, and now 
extends all across the nver, forming a sort of inner bar (at 
seven miles below Newcastle), and stopping even keels and 
light passenger steam. boaU from plying at low water of spring 
tides; that owing to the works at Willing^n new quar, 
Howdon sand has extended down so as almost to block 
up the entrance to Howdon dock; that on Hebbnm sand, 
4^ miles below Newcastle, tbe Nerval, drawing less than 12 
feet, grounded at tbe top of high water while this inqoiiy was 
going on ; and tbat the London Merchant steamer, drawing 
only U feet, about three years since, Uid for two or throe days 
on Pelaw Main shoaU But the adventures of the screw steamer 
Consfde. on her voyage from Newcastle to sea, as related by 
Henry Oates.apilot, brought forward by the Corporation as 
their own witness, and one ot tbe best pilots on tbe river, are 
conclusive. This vessel was partly laden, and appears then to 
have drawn about 9 feet water; she first grounded at the low 
part of Newcastle quay and lay there half-an-honr ; she then 
stuck fast on Tyne Main shoal, at 1| mile below the bridge f 
got clear across Hebbum sbosl by giving her full speed over 
the ground, but in doing so sunk a craft alongside the quay, 
and (anot'ner vessel l^ing near Walker, on the opposite side of 
the nver,) went against a lighter and sunk her also; then she 
went to sea. Tbe witness added, " The Coiuide is rather aa 
nnbandy vessel." 

On the other hand, aa before mentioned, there is some very 
strong evidence tbat the channel is better than formerly; and 
all ire agreed that an improvement has taken place at BiH 
Point John Renwiok, master of the (hnnd steamer, which 
drew 28 tndkes of water, formerly grounded on the Hay Hole 
and Willington shoals, and now does not. Richard Daviaon 
10 years ago had seen the TuUpt and TwiUffhi, and other 
steamers of 2 feet draft, aground on Tyne Main and Hebbnm 



shoals, whereas now ** the navigation is considerably easie 
and he ** gets up and down nM»e pleasantly than he used to 
do." William Boyle, 16 vears since, had seen tbe Dahlia and 
2Wijp, and ** other new-bshioned steamers,*' drawing 2 feet 
water, agroand on the Hebburn shoal; and he has lately 
« trailed over it with a keel drawing 4^ feet water;" and adds 
that *^ the whole channel is a mile shorter tban it was. before 
the Corporation engineer and the freshes made the diflerenee." 
Bnt the most positive testimony on the point is that of WiUiam 
Nelson,** who, in his early days, used to blow the horn of the 
Coinfariable,* a eraft so ealled, which drew 18 inches water,^ 
and plied between Neweaatle and Shields." He says that at 
Bill Point the channel is <* six times as broad" as it was lor- 
mcdy ; at thai time '^ there was a difficulty in getting down 
near Wallsend; it was a bad road, and is ten thousand times 
better now." And George Stephenson sums up by asserting 
that the channel of the Tjme is now *< straighter, more easily 
navigated, and deoidedly wider and deeper tban it was (en yean 

So." The value to be attached to these positive assertiona 
11 be seen a little Inier ip thi^ ftioorU 

With respect lo ibe vidth ot the channel » there is also a 
diierence oE opinion, but it is clearly established io evidencot 
that ibfl Jttn&f of IH ft- drangbt, was lurked up, and another 
teasel of 15 leet 3 inches draft of water mii iaikd up to 
New4?a«(tle thirty years ai^o^ whcreoi the mBjor'ity of tbe pilots 
f^y tbst &ucb a v^sticl could not even b? towed there by 
iteamers at tbe present time. A Kimilftr (iiffereace of opinion 
eabte as to the strength of the tide amamj lome keelmea 

* The LoG^op prloUf b%B m&de M ^nj^m^j ^1 ^^^ typt* Vami ** C^id- 
fortabla" ii [hs ind^vi^unl Jiiusox ot ot,«^J %l o^ ^ ptc^uy^^r kied ol wmh ^ 
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MMTllDf that tbey eui drlf« their kml in one tide fartber than 
formeriy; bat the efideaee of Joho KuntMj, who states that 
he oao mU his eoUe ahead against the enrrent with thiee men, 
when lorBerly it reqoired ionr or sis, wonld seem eonclosiTe 
on this point, as far as snch testimony can be eonclnsi? e. Bnt 
why shonhl there be a donbt on a question which a few care- 
ially-made observations would at once set at rest? Yet, 
although repeatedly asked for, none sueh eonid be prodoeed. 

As to the depth overtlie bar, it seems that it varies aeoording 
to mrenmstances, from 4 feet or lees at a clean spring ebb, after 
a north-easterly gale, to a depth of 8} feet in a south-westerly 
wind with a strong fresh in the river ; from the evidence of the 
intniligent ruler of the sea pilou, it appears that on the 16th of 
Sq^mber there was only a deptli of 3 ft. 10 in.on the bar at low 
water of an equinoctial spring tide ; its average depth will' be 
feet, as Giles found it in 1818, and as we found it by actual 
nenadings in February, 1849. The complaint of the Shields 
ahipowncrs, the promoters of this bill, is not so mnch that the 
bar is bad, but that while Sunderland, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, 
and Soothwold, all bar harbours on the same east coast of 
Sngland, have within these few years gained from 4 to 6 feet in 
depth, Tyne bar has remained stationary ; and that while the 
Tay, the Clyde, the Liffey, the Lagan, the Orwell, the Wyre, 
Che Tees, ^od even the None, all similar river harbours, have 
within the last thirty yean gained an increased depth varving 
from 4 to to 10 feet up to the eities and towns respectively of 
Perth, Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast, Ipswich, Preston, Stockton, 
and Wisbeach, the T|rne up to Newcastle, with its enormous 
trafflo and comparatively princely revenue, has remained 
atationary, if it has not deteriorated both in width of channel 
and in depth. 

3. New works, river lines, removal of obstraetions, state of 
the river banks. 
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be readily supposed that, after obtaining Giles's 
plan and Renuie's report at a cost of some ^^2,000, 
Uw Corporation had resolved to set to work in earnest to carry 
nut the recommendations of the most eminent engineer ol his 
day* I regret to say such was not the case. Rennie^ after 
dieeussing the tides in his report of 1816, laid down the great 
^neiples of river improvement, and advised the enlarging or 

ritiMting the ehannel so as to cause the flood and ebb stream 
run in the same channel; the maintenance of the same or 
inereafeed amount of tidal water by the removal of 73 acres of 
diy sand-bank to a depth considerably under low water, and by 
ihe noBstmelion generallvof half-tide walls s with the exception 
of the whole length of Shields and most of NeweasUe, when 
ahonld be regator wharf walls of masoniy. 

He also speeially recommended the cutting of Whitehill 
Point, Bill Point, St. Anthony's, Felling Shore, and Friar's 
Oooee Pointy and laid down river lines on his plan, up to which 
all works were to be advanced, and beyond which none were to 
pNJeot To improve tne bar, Rennie recommended a south 
pier; but specially guarded himself against its situation or 
extent being considered as final, by adding, ** Should it be 
determined to carry the measure into execution, it can be then 
set out with all due attention to the circumstances of the case;" 
and again, ** On this subiect [the pier on the Herd sand] I shall 
be more particular should my plan be determined on to be 
carried into execution." 

As the posiuon of Rennie's pier has been in some measure 
made the excuse for not having carried out the other pans of 
bis plan for the improvement of the river, it is but just to the 
memoir of that great man, that his own words should be 
recalled to the recollection of those wbo may feel disposed to 
undervalue his opinions with respect to the Tyne. 

The next report on the river was by Joshua Richardson, in 
1834. After sUting that " the superficial area of the river had 
inereased for many years, by the washing and falling down of 
the banks on both sides," he gives his adherence to the principle 
of eontraeting the channel laid down by Rennie, but prefers 
solid quay walls, in order to turn to account the land thereby 
gained. He says, " I do not see that 1 can improve upon the 
line of walling kid down by Rennie, nor do I think it is 
material where it is begun, so long as it is built eontiononsly." 
Again, " The walls ought to be built on one general plan, from 
which no deviation ought to be allowed." *< The spaoe between 
the walls and tbe background ought to be filled op with sand, 
to be dredged out of the riier." Again, ** Although thus con- 
tracting the river wonld ondoubtedly iacreaie very eoBsiderably 



the icoorinf ellieett of the tides, yet this wonld be iasuflleieBt to 
remove in any short period the immense deposits now existing, 
and recourse must therefore be had simultaneously to artificial 
means until the ehannel is considerabfar eleared. This conld, 
I think, be best effseted hj emploving a steam dredging' 
maohine at so much per cubic yard for the quantity dredged? . 
He goes on to say of the proieetions at Friars Goose and Bill 
Point, *' There are no obetroctions of this deseriptioa that more 
urgently require removal." "* Bill Point, however, is of the 
greatest importance, both as regards the aeeidents and losses 
which have occurred in eonscquenoe of It* ** 1 know of no 
particular obstructions more deeidedly pr^ndleial to the com- 
merce or the river than this one, and therefore must strongly, 
but respectfully, urge upon your consideration the etpedieeey 
of its removal.^ Again, ^ So convinced am I of the great 
imporUnce of this subjeet, that I should feel dissatisfied with 
myself were I not eamestlv, but very respectfully, to advocate 
Its entire removal, as hud down in Mr. Rennie's plan.* In 
conclusion, be says, ^ It is nnnecessaiy for me to trespass upon 
your attention bv dwelling upon those particular pliioes where 
either a contraction or enlargement of the present boundaries 
of the river are leoommended by Mr. Rennie, as he has sulB. 
eiently dwelt upon these in his veiy able report; In which 
suggestions I cordially agree.** 

The River Improvement Sabeommitteew who aeoompanied 
Richardson in hu inspeotion, report In almost similar terms, 
approving of Rennie's river lines and of bis sectional area or 
waterway. They also agree In the urgent necessity lor euttinf 
away the protecting points at St. Anthony's, Friar Gooee,aad 
espeeiallv Bill Point, on whieh they say, ^ The sharp rooky 
angle of the point prcKuts a formidable obstacle to the 
navigation of this part of the river;" and they eondnde by 
saying, *'The first steps to be taken are to out off the salient 
angle of Bill Point, and to procure a powerful dredgiuf 
maohine, as we are of opinion that the immediate application 
of an efieiemt dredging machine to tbe partial removal of those 
sands whieh chiefly obetmct the low water ehannel, would be 
the readiest mode of removing the most material Impedimenta 
to the navigation." 

The River Jury, although not agreeing on all points of detail 
with the above report, expressed their ** cordial approbation of 
employing an efildent dredging maehine," and went beyond It 
In advising that Bill Point should be removed to the extent of 
30 feet, not Id feet," and that the rock to that extent should be 
reasoved down to the M o/ the rwert and not to the depth of 
only 4 feet below low-water mark. 

The next report on this river, by Mr. W. Cubitt, C.E., in 
June, 1837, had reference ehiefly to the construction of new 
quajfs at Newcastle, which he strongly recommended should be 
carried from the bridge to tbe Ousebum. having a depth of 
from 6 to 10 feet in front of them. In the few sentences he 
devotes to tbe improvements of the ehannel be recommends 
generally the oonflning the river according to the lines laid 
down by Rennie, and dredging out a channel between. 

In July, 1843, Mr. W. A. Brooks, C.E., well known by his 
successful works on the river Tees, suoceeded Mr. Anderson, 
as resident engineer on the Tyne. In December of tbe 
same year he reported on the improvement of the T>m, 
and laid before the River Committee a plan showing 
river lines differing materially from those proposed by Rennl^ 
although in his report he acknowledges bis adherence to 
Rennie's principle of leading the ourreuts ol the ebb and fiood 
Into a single channel. This latter object be hoped to accom- 
plish, and to scour away the sands which encumbered tbe 
channel, by a series of whole-tide timber groynes or jetties 
placed in the bights of the river. The estimate for these 
works was £17,000; and he adds, •* I think itquite reasonable 
to expect that the propoeed ooiUy will enable vessels of 17 feet 
draft of water to reach with facility the quay at Newcastle In 
ordinary spring tides." 

In November, 1844, Mr. Murray, C.E., was consulted as to 
ceruin works on the river. He approved of aome jetties |iro- 
posed at Jarrow, also of the jetties erected at WaUsend; but 
pointed out that unless others were placed the sand banks at 
Uowdon would increase* He disapproved entirely of the 
ballast-wbarf midway between Uowdon and Willington staiths, 
that projected 95 yards into the river as a solid embankosent, 
and bad made a strong eddy below it, whieh had formed an 
extensive sand-bank In front of Howdon dock, and eaased • 
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iiltingr ^? ot the adjacent sbipping placet: To Bfay, 1815, Mr. 
Ilorray again reported on some projected quays in Gla«sbouse 
Keaclr, in the upper part of the ri\er. Mr. walker, C.E., waft 
4bo consoltad on the line of quays at St. Peter's. 

There is anptber work, not a report by a civil eniErineer, bat 
the prodnction of an officer of artillery, entitled, ** Obsert a- 
tions on the River Tyne, with a view to the iaiproT^ment of its 
navigation," by John Macgregor, published in 1892, which 
contains very sound views on the general principles which 
fthbuld guide an engineer in dealing with a river. It fairly 
grapples with the fallacy of preserving Jarrow Slake as a tidal 
reservoir, and evioces a foil knowledge of the wants of the 
Tyne. It claims mention here as showing that there were men 
dwelling on the banks of the river quite competent to five good 
adfioe, and to superintend its general manaRement, had there 
^n a disposition on the part of the conservators to encourage 
them. 

it will thus be seen that all the engineers and others who 
hare reported on the Tyne agree as to the main points for 
improvement, as to the necessity of carryinir them out at once^ 
and especially as to dredging away the hard banks of gravel 
and detritus orought down from the interior. Yet what has 
been donet RenolelB report of 1816 apparently fell a dead 
letter. Some hundred yards of public ^uay have been built at 
Newcastle; quays also on the Corporation property at Walker 
and Willington, and other private quays have been built by 
Individuals; Tyne Main shoal has also been improved, and 
Bill Reach has been straightened; but with reference to a 
general plan of improvement, no works worthy of the name 
bave been undertaken. Rennie's river lines, deliberately and 
earefully drawn, appear to have been abandoned without 
sufficient consideration, and a line adopted, as far as it can be 
made out, which at times agrees with Rennie's,at times falls 
hi within it, and at other time? as far without it. 

Wt must now turn to the results of such treatment of the 
fiver. During the present month of April, Mr. Calver, R.N., 
has, by direction of toe hydrographer to the Admiralty, made 
cross sections at every half mile between Newcastle bridge and 
tbe bar: he has also carried a line of soundings along the 
deepest water in the channel of the river throughout, and 
levelled careful^ both up and down the river. The result of 
the cross lections is shown in a Ubie in the appendii, where 
^bey are placed by the side of similar cross sections from Giles's 
iurvey of 1813; whence it appears that out of 19 sections so 
taken tbere has been a gain upon eight and a loss on eleven 
ftcctitms during the last 86 years. The aggregate loss far 
exceeds the gain. Not to notice minor losses, at Ifm. the 
decrease is 1,261 feet, or oncseventh of the whole section ; at 
41m. it ia 2,090 feet; at 5m, it is 2^0 feet; at 6im. it is 967 
Ueti and at Vjm.. in Shields harbour, it exceeds 3/)00 feet. 
But perhaps the most remarkable section is at 5j|m., where the 
river just above and below h^s been more contracted by groynes 
than in any other part, yet its bed is higher on an average 
between the contracted points than in 1813; thus proving, if 
proof were needed, that in the Tyne, conuacting alone, without 
the use of the dredge, is not sufficient to deepen the channel. 

A comparison of the line of soundinxs along the deepest 
water in the sailiufr channel shows a still worse result. By 
Giles's survey of 1813 the least water in the sailing channel at 
low water of spring tides waa 5 feet, except at one sounding off 
Coxlodge staitb, opposite Hebburn, where was 4 feet 6 inches, 
or 16§ feet at high water. At the present time the greatest 
depth on Jarro* shoal is 2 feet U inches at low water, and on 
Hebburn sand 2 feet 9 inches ; thus confirming most remarka- 
bly the accuracy of the statements of the pilot^ Straughan,and 
Morrison, and Donkin, and proving tiiat whereas a ship 
drawing 15} feet could in the year 1813 sail up to Newcastle 
quay, and nave a foot to spare under her keel at high water of 
ordinary spriog tides, a ship of similar draft, and under similar 
circumstances, could not in the year 1849 cross Jarrow shoal 
At 7 miks bekw Neaeaatle bridge. 

That .'hipH of jrreaier dralt da occasion ally ptsi ibis afa oaf ^ 
ft q<uU£ poisiblp; and not improbibly cpaDy wbo nnw^ for the 
irsl iime^ I barn Lbe true Mtale of ib€ir river, ^lll h& ready to 
name so (lie particular ship that has done i$o, a&d possibly 
evidence m support of lbe fact may be addnm^d j; but it matters 
not ; «ach hIU he only m rjonseqacnce <3t ao unttnaal naeoi 
^de or (rcbh m tht: riter^ and lli« name favouiablc circum- 
kanc«i woald| in 1813, bate carried a ibip of proponionabii 



larger draft to Neweattie quay. Another gtartKof hdtf retalt- 
iuK from the recent examination, is, that off Bill Point, where 
Giles, in 1813, represenu depths along the channel of 34, 44, 
and 41 feet, there are now, in the best of the water, only 29, 23, 
and 21 feet. 

To return for a moment to the rirer lines. If the retident 
engineer'a line is to be adhered to, the extensive new quay at 
Walker ironworks, built on Rennie*s line, some part of il aa 
late as 1844, must be carried further into the river. At a little 
more than 6} miles from the bridge, the proposed breadth of 
waterway is 800 feet; but the actual width now left betwcM 
the jetties on the north side, and the staitb and groyne on the 
south side, appears to be about 740 feet. The line must the» 
be given up, or the works be reaaoved. Potter's stone quay at 
Willington, and other quays, do not range with the propoeed 
line. At the jettr at the west end of Hebburn quay the 
intended breath of waterway is 700 feel, whereas the actual 
breadth ia only 640 feet: some 60 feet, then, must come off the 
jet^, not long since finished. These are trifiing deUils, into 
which I would much rather not enter; hot they seeased 
requisite to show that the conservators of the Tyne, who have 
been bold enough to abandon Rennie*8 river lines, cannot have 
the most distant idea of what lines they are now carrying ont ; 
nor is it possible they should, as no one plan having on it 
Rennie's lines, the proposed lines, the depth of water, and the 
new works, was ever laid before them; at least none such, 
although repeatedly asked for, eould be produced on the 
inquiry. 

As to the removal of the obstruetions so generally condemned 
by all parties at Whitehill Point, Friar's Goose, and opposita 
St. Anthony's, notbiuf has been done, although Renaie, t» 
enfOi-ce his recommendation as to the latter, wrote upon his 
plan, ** Many ahips have been wrecked here." The resident 
engineer, too, says, ■* It is a deep hole and rocky shore, the 
tide sets heavily into the bipht, therefore it is dangerous;" and 
Henry Gates, a pilot, adds, ** It is as likely a place as any to 
wreck a vessel on." <* He knew ships, such as the Lonivit 
Meri^ani, which go upon this ph^e every time they pass 
down the river." Yet it remains. At Bill Point, where the 
river makes an abrupt tun, a portion of the cliff hat been 
removed, and the channel above the point succeasfully 
straightened by a series of bold groynes placed by the rrsidenlt 
engineer; but the rocky point denonnced by Rennie, Riehaitl- 
son, and the River Jury still exists. 

For details respecting the insecure state off vany of the 
quays, of the unprotected condition of the shores, of the sliding 
of the banks into the river, ot the washing out of the soS 
thrown in behind the jetties at WHlington, dec, I hex to refer 
to the accompanying evidence of the engineers. Froa the 
same evidence we learn that the area inclosed from the river 
below high-water mark, by works executed by the conservators,, 
exceeds 43 acres, and the tidal water thereby excluded aaountk 
to fifiOjOOO cubic yards on every spring tide. 

4. The deposit of ballast 

Owing to the nature and extent of the trafBe on the Tyne, 
and its chief trade being an export trade, it is evident that 
large quantities of ballast must be brought to the port The 
coals exported from the Tyne in 1847 were 3,466,S97 tons^ 
employing 20,713 vessels. Of these vessels probably \5fio6' 
arrived in ballast, bringing on an average 60 tons each, or 
900,000 tons of ballast, annually, to the Tyne. Till within 
about the last 25 years the greater part of this ballast was 
landed ; but great competition in the coal trade having arisen 
In conse(}uenoe of the activity of neighbouring ports, ship- 
owners, it is stated, could no longer afford to pay the dues 
attendant on landing it (which vary from Is. 4d. to Is. lOd. a 
ton), and ft is now generally cast at sea by English vessels. 
Of these 900,000 tons, only 170,000 tons paid dues on landing, 
thus leaving more than 700,000 tons cast at sea or unaccountA 
for. 

The ballast grounds appointed are ^ff Cullercoats, about one 
mtle to ib^ nurlh^east, and oD Marid<ra Rocli, about two mi lei 
10 the souLh*wcal of the entrance of ibc rUerj acH bert it i< 
directed tbat vetistU ^hill ca^^i ^|j^r balliict in 10 f&ihomi 
wat<;r. The ctU^ arHins 1^^^ l.^^ ^ratiite are maaUtit, 
Firsts there i* tio elTiekTvl coti*. . * 0^^^?*^ ^es*E\g to depoElt 
their ballnat at ^ii »iM\tns ^ aJii •* ^^^^"'^'^^ ^^»t aUhoa|h 
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*'Ue bed 16011 Noiet wA haadradf oi tenelf tbroviof tbeir 
taUast wiibiii Ibe booyf." Seeoodlj, tb« practice i» Attended 
witb fiMt ri»k to tbe vbip and ber erev, ai it was proved in 
•videDee tb«t witbiD the but few years oeveral sbios as tbe 
AtiamUet tbe Mtmtrealf ReffubiM^ tbe David Ow€n, Either, tbe 
Marjf$9 aad tbe Adwe bad been bIo«D oflF ebons or wrecked iroa 
tbia oaose ; and id tbe ease of tbe Active all baods were lost. 
Tbe reason generally assigned for mnning tbis risk was tbe 
bif h ebarge on deliTerinff ballast in tbe Tjne. Bot tbe above 
ie not tbe only evil : it came oat in evideooe that thousands of 
tons of ballast, ebiefly from foreign vessels, are aonoallj cast, 
not at sea. but into Shields barbonr, and into the river. One 
witness states, *^ We get 163 tons of ballast out of a Russian 
veesel with one keel, and there was none in tbe keel tbe neit 
morning." Another oiys, * 1 have koowo one keel (of 30 tons) 
go alongside a ship having 130 tons of ballast, and Uke it all 
ont.** Another says, ** That at five o'clock in the afternoon, in 
broad daylight in the month of August, he saw two vessels 
throwing ballast into Shields harbour. Also remembers two 
Fiiland ships doing tbe aame; one, tbe Preetoea, bad 380 tons 
of ballast in ; and tbe work was going on for t«o days, tbe ship 
ISring within sight off the windows of tbe Ballast Office." 
Another witness said, ** I have seen 6ve keels throwing ballast 
into tbe river at once/' going up to Wallsend by night. Well 
might tbe engineer-in^obief to the promoters exdaimy on being 
asked his opinion of these transactions, ■^The evidence in 
regard to easting ballast is of the most astounding nature I 
ever beard in connection with any river in my life." 

About ten years since, some of the principal shipowners at 
Shields being aware of the evils arising from tbe ealstittf 
system of delivering ballast formed a oompany, and presented 
n memorial to tbe Mayor and Corporation of Newcastle for 
permission to take out the ballast from ships by means of 
prnpe^ fttlcd hopper barges, and tow them oot to sea into deep 
water; and tbis they expected to be able to do at tbe same 
price that it now oosU ships to heave tbeir ballast at sea. Tbe 
prayer of tbe memorial was refused on the ground that so doing 
would be conlrary to aot of parliament ; bnt it is not sa The 
net referred to has long since been repealed in part, and some 
of its clanses estended by the Mth George 111., c. A), which, 
by tbe 16th clause, gives the Admiralty full power to grant per* 
mission for tbe deposit of ballast in any safe place. 

It appears 1^ tbe accounts that tbe Corporation of Newcastle, 
as conservators of tbe Tyne, have derived a net income 
eaeeeding £6,000 a year from ballast dues and wamats tor tbe 
last 40 years. 

5. Tide gauges, Newoastle bridge, moorings, river police. 

An important element in tbe management of a river, and a 
guide to the engineer and those entrusted witb the sanctioning 
and carrying out works on it, is a continued series of observa- 
tions CD tbe rise and fall of tbe tides at several points of its 
course, and periodical observations on tbe rate and set of tbe 
stream ; also, in a* river subject to occasional freshes, observa. 
tioBs on tbe rise of floods and the rate of discharge. Since tbe 
tide observations made for Rennie in 1813, it appears that none 
have been made on tbe Tyne, or at least none such could be 
produoed on tbe inquiry, nor could any cross sections or 
soundings in tbe river be produced. The effect of tbe groynes 
and jetties and other works, then, on tbe rate or direction of the 
currents, cannot be ascertained. It is true that since tbe 
inquiry at the Low Lights, in Aucost, 1848, when the want of 
such oltservations was commented upon, the harbour-master 
has begun to keep an account of high and low water, and the 
engineer has made one day's simultaneous observations on tbe 
tides at different stations on the river ; yet with these exoeptions 
there are no observations or any tide register worthy of tbe 
name. Bnt independently of tbe importance of such observa- 
tions to tbe engineer, there is no provision made for tbe 
Banner: there is no tide scale by which the master of a 
loaded vessel waiting to go out can see from his ship's deck 
bow high tbe tide has risen, or what depth of water be may 
expect over the bar. Indeed, it appears that tbe tide scales at 
Shields are calculated to mislead ; inasmuch as it is stated in 
evidence that there are four tide scales within a space of halt a 
mile, tbe leros of which are, or may be, for aught any oaa 
knows to the contrary, on a diflerent level. 

This state of things is tbe more remarkable, as tbe neiffb- 
bourtng port of Sunderland, at only a few miles' distance, offers 
•ttsb a striking contrast. There a tide scale is planed at the 



pier head, lighted by uigbt as well as by day, sa tbala sbi^ 
boy mav read it, and know net only tbe rise of tide bat tM 
depth of water over the bar; besides «hicb, tide scales, witb 
their zeros on tbe same level, have been placed up the river 
Wear, and such a complete series of tide observations made* 
that they bave enabled the tides to be predicted in advance, 
and to be published annually in tbe Admiralty tide tables. 

Tbe invaluable, powerful, aad unceasing action of tbe tide a» 
a scouring agent, does not seem to be sufficiently appicciated 
in the Tyne. No proper cff»rt has been made to direct it, and 
encourage it upwards : a loss of from 4 to 5 feet rise of tide ia 
a distance of twice as many miles, is permitted to exist between 
Tyne bar and Newcastle bridge. Yet it is to tbe tide we mast 
chiefly trust for regulating tbe channel, as tbe amount of fresh 
water in the river in iu ordinary state^ as compared witb the 
tide, is insignificant. The Tyne drains an area of about 1,100 
square miles; and suppoeing tbe average annual fall of rata 
to be 27 inches, (which is probably a fair estioMte,) and that 
two-thirds of this amount be evaporated, (which is, I believe^ 
tbe usual allowance in this oountiy,) the fresh water carried to 
sea will be 853} millions cubic yards a year, or 3} miUioDS 
cubic yards a day (suppotiac it to be equally discharged). 
Now by Ronnie's report we learn that 97 millions cubic yards 
of sea water are contained in tbe Tyne between Newcastle 
bridge and tbe bar on a spring tide; and adding three millioas 
for the space above bridge, we bave SO millions oubic yards of 
tide twice in 34 hours on each day on a spring tide, or 30 
millions on a mean tide entenni; and leanag tba rivar, or 
doable that aasonal passiag over the bar. A rnmnarisnn af 



these aambers will show tbe great iaportaace of the tidal, 
wamr ia preserving the channel in tbe lower portions af a 
river, and tbe necessity that exists lor reoMving eveiy obstacia 
to the tidal fbw, whether it be projectiag poinu, sharp tarns, nr 
nigged shores, or (which ara equally prejudicial) shoals aad 
dry saod.banks, and aa uneven sute of the bottom in the bed 
of the river. 

A sure test of tbe state of a navigable river is tbe rate at 
which the tide wave (shown by the successive times of high 
water) travels up iu channel. In Che Thames, and in some 
parts of tbe Clyde, tbe undulations of tbe tide wave are at tba 
rate of 30 miles an hour; in tbe river Orwell up to Ipswieb 
they reach 30 miles an hour; whereas oa tbe Tyne, hetweea 
the bar and Newcastle bridge, a disUnce of ten miles, tbe tima 
occupied is an hour and a quarter, or the tide wave travels at 
tbe rate of 8 miles an hour. Indtfcd, if tbe resident engineer'e 
observations of a single day may be depended upon, the tide 
wave from SL Anthony's to Newcastle moves only at the rate of 
8 miles an boor, instead of 30 milce, as in tbe Orwell. In like 
manner a loss of 3 boors 13 minutes ukes place between tbe 
time of the first of the flood tide at tbe bar, and tbe first of the- 
flood reaching Newcastle. It is hardly possible to imagiim a 
worse condition of a navigable river. 

Tyne old bridge is also a serious obstacle to tbe fbiw of tba 
tide. It has nme arches, and iU abutments, massive piers, and 
starlings, occupy 300 feet, or two-filths of the whole waterway of 
the river. In order to secure tbe foundatioms it appears that a 
large quantity of rubble stone has Iwen thrown down between 
the arches, which has prevented the scour under the bridge,and 
raised an artificial dam, while the river immediately below is 
some feet deeper. As the soffit of tbe centre arobes is only 1ft 
feet above the surfSsce of high water, it will be readily seen what 
an annoyance this bridge must, prove to the upper traffic of tba 
river, which averages 1,300 keels a week, passing up and down.- 
All vessels that carry a mast are obliged to strike it each tiora 
of shooting the bridge. 

Tbe obstruction thus caused to tbe tidal fbiw must be muA* 
fest; and it is greatly increased by tbe bed of tbe river here- 
abouts being full of holes and gullies. Just above bridge thaw 
are sand banks all but dry at low water, and ethers with only 
3 feet over them ; while immediately below are depths of 18 ami 
30 feet; tbe worst possible condition lor enoeuragiag tbe flow of 
the tide. If these obstacles, with oibers lower down, were re-^ 
moved, and the bed of the river reduced to a uaiform depth* 
there is no reason why tbe tide shoulJ oot rise as high at New. 
castle quay as at Tyne bar, and probably from a foot to eigbtear 
inches higher. 

It is much to be regretted that advantage was not taken of tbr 
building of tbe high-level bridge across tbe Tvne to phMC ano- 
tber bridge immeiUately adjoiaing it » a sUght cateasioa U iaa 
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pitft to the etitward wosld have tnffioed, and then tbere woald 
hnr9 been bat one impedioeDt to navigation, and the preieot 
unsightly itructoro might have been got rid of. Or if this 
measara voold involve the sacrifioe of too moch property, it 
•arel? would not be asking too much to expect that t«o arches 
ihoaid be thrown into one throogboat the length of the bridge, 
and thus get rid of four piers out of the eight which now 
obatmct the passage. To effect this alteration coold not cost 
any great sum of money ; and it is understood that there is a 
bridge fund of £4,000 reserved for the especial purpose of its 
repairs ; as much more would possibly accomplish all that ia 
reooired. 

The former plan, however, is far to be preferred ; and as 
pointed out by the Town Clerk of Gateshead, it comes to us re- 
o<t«mended by the authority of Smeaton and Wooler, who in 
1772 selected the site of the present high-level bridge as the 
best for reconstructing the new bridge across the Tyne: their 
opinion, however, was unfortunately overruled. The first cost 
of such a bridge and its approaches would be frreat, but the 
advantages would be manifold. At present Gateshead has no 
public quay : this plan would give noble public quays on each 
aide of the river, just at the most frequented and most conve- 
Bient spots. At Newcastle vessels now lie occasionally seven 
and eight abreast in one tier, causing great inconvenience, and 
most prejudicially throttling the tide; then they would have 90 
yards of additional quay-room, affording ample accommoda- 
tion ; the fine expansion of the river at this spot would be turned 
to the best account ; and Newcastle and Gateshead would have 
public quays worthy of their noble river, of its commerce, and 
of a port whose arrivals and sailings exceed 42,000 a vear. 

To return to Shields. With the exception of hoisting a flag, 
or showing a light by night, at the first quarter flood, which is 
generally believed to denote a depth of 14 feet on the bar (a 
misleading and mischievous belief), there is no mode of com- 
municating to vessels outside the depth of water on Tyoe bar, 
or whether there is danger in entering. A very simple code of 
aignali would effect this, and show every 2 feet depth on the 
bar, and might be the means of saving much property and many 
▼aloablc lives.* A fine Greek ship, lying a wreck near the bar 
at the time of this inquiry, owing to attempting the harbour 
with a strong »cant wind, would not have made for the harbour 
iMd such signals been established. And with the enormous 
traffic of the Tyne doubtless many such cases occur every year. 
On the occasion cited no pilou were at sea. In blowing wea- 
ther and io easterly gales their frail cobles cannot face the sea, 
and get over the bar ; yet with steam tugs in abundance to be 
had for the hire, no provision has been made for securing a 
supply of pilots at sea at the time they are most needed. 

That great and mischievous changes have been going forward 
ia the lower part of Shields harbour during the last 90 years, 
was deariy proved in evidence. Both Mr. Richmond, one of 
the oldest sailors and shipowners, and Robert Pearson, one of 
the oldest pilots belonging to the port, gave evidence (on the 
Low Lighu inquiry), that a vessel drawing 17 feet water lay 
afloat at that time near where the Low Lighthouse now stands. 
The building of the lighthoo»e io 1810, the erection of Whitley 
Btaiths, and the filling in of the lifeboat ways, have all materi- 
ally eontributed to this result. Neither of the latter should on 
uny acoount have been permitted. The Whitley staiths should 
Immediately be removed as an uneigbtiy nuisance: the lifeboat 
way a should be opened out, tbe beach levelled, and the shore 
nlMred from all ubstructions. Every encroachment at this spot 
should be vigilantly watched and carefully guarded against, if 
Shields harbour is to be preserved for tbe traffic of the Tyne. 

Until the year 1846 there were no moorings in Shields har- 
bour, or in the Tyne, except at Newcastle; and ships used to 
break adrift from their anchoni, and great damage was done; 
until the shipowners of Shields caose forward and offered to 
anbmit to an extra tax of one farthing a ton on all vessels fre- 
quenting the Tyne, in order to cover the expense of placing the 
moorings, rather than any longer tolerate the inconvenience 
and Hsni&^f, Good kunv moarlngi bave ^incr h&:a placed at 
Nonb bUklila and other pttrts af the river} ituder a joint com- 

■' tin Of Lbf mliafo ««i itrLUfiiKl bsve Inrnt Ltii{ tbt Trioiij Bnrd dt 
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nittee, and are found, to ba very aseiiiL South Shields, bow. 
ever, is still much in want of similar accommodation, while the 
whole of the money raised lor the purpose has been expended. 

In like manner, until the year 1846 there was no river police 
on tbe Tyne, and the depredations committed were constant 
A highly respectable witness says,** There was scarcely a night 
on which a robbery did not take place. To such an extent was 
it carried that a Russian ship used to tend a sentry on sbora 
with a cutlass at every low water, to preserve her ropes froa 
being cut away." He adds, ** We always insisted that it was 
the duty of the Corporation to preserve the peace and provide 
moorings ; but as they would not do this, we (the shipowners) 
did it at our own expense." The Corporation contribute 
towards the cost of the river police, but the chief pait of the 
expense is paid for out of the extra dues above mentioned, 
levied under the Tvne Port Act of 1845. The police have been 
very useful, but they an not suffidcDt in aumber to watch tha 
river properly. 

6. ImproveaMnts, pilots, lifeboats. 

Having had occasion to call attention to many points that 
require a reatedy, it is veiy gratifving to be enabled to turn to 
others which all will agree to praise. The new publie quay at 
Newcastle, as far as it is built, is worthy of the river; and the 
three hvdraulie cranes which stand upon it are not surpassed 
by any in England. Various private quays on the Gateshead 
side of the river, recently built at the expense of the respeetive 

C-oprietors, are in good condition ; the ouay at St. Peter's will 
i a great improvement ; and the straigntening Bill Reach, by 
a series of bold groynes, is an undoubted bendSt at one of the 
most difficult points in the navigation ol the river. The large 
graving dock building at the upper end of North Shields, by 
tbe Messrs. Smith, will be very useful; and Mitcheirs patent 
screw mooring buoys, as far as they go, are one of the greatest 
boons ever conferred on Shields harbour. The river and sea 
pilou, under the management of the Trinity House of New- 
castle, are hardy and skilful men (bat the sea pilots require a 
steamer to take them outside the bar in blowing weather); tbe 
steam tugs are well managed and active; and the lileboats at 
North and South Shields, under the oare of the pilots, the ship- 
owners, and tbe Trinity House, have been the oseans of saving 
many lives, and are highly crdUtable to all those concerned in 
their management. 

So far welU It must, however, be manifest, from theevidenea 
and from the former part of this report, that the several duties 
usually attached to the conservancy of a harbour have not been 
attended to on tbe Tyne; that the most ordinary improvements 
of nver engineering, as regulating and deepening the channel, 
outtina off projecting points, dredaing away or otherwise 
reoMvIog the shoals so as to produce a uniform bed of the river, 
registering the tides and freshes, and occasionally taking 
soundings and cross sections, have been all but entirdy omitted ; 
that sufficient quay acoommodatioo for the traffic has not been 
provided ; that no attempt has been made to improve the bar, 
or to stop out the sand daily brought into Shields harbour off 
the Herd, or to get rid of the obstruction to the tide caused by 
the pier and starlings of Newcastle bridge ; that the easting of 
ballast close to the entraoce, and to a large extent in Shidds 
harbour, has not been prevented ; and that until within the last 
two years there were neither moorings for vessels nor river 
police to prevent theft^ and that these were only obtained by 
submitting to an additional tax on shipping. 

The responsibility, however, does not rest with the engineer 
or tbe River Committee: they would willingly have done mora 
if the Corporation would have given them funds to do it with. 
No one knows better than some of the intelligent members of 
the River Committee what are the requirements and wants of 
the Tyne; but they were fettered by the great majority pi the 
Council, and crippled in their means by their dependence upon 
a body having general municipal duties to perform, aa4 
holding the river dues and other revenues of the borough in 
one common purse. 

La&tly» iheni ii re-maina lo inquire who &ri! tbe personi mott 
tikcrll io confer on tli« T}ae ite same ad%antagei that other 
hHrbour& ecj'^y, and wb&i vbonld be tbe constitution of the 
goYi-rning body. 

Tbe promoters of tbe bill prop^^ tbe estsbUsbment of an 
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thnt bK 1h«:imgiil«iW sbiiNiwMnof Nottb ShickU* wdA three 
by the shipowneri loff Sooth Shields. This is a point whieb 
their loidshi|» will fiobablj ]e«re to be deei<led by a Parlia. 
menttiy Committee: I will thtMfoi» only briefly notioe some 
of the objeetionstotbeptopoeed mennwe bRmght fonraid on 
the preliminary inquiry. First, the Town^Clerk objected to 
•< commissions as hot-bedi of jobbing." Thew may be so ; bat 
the eipcmence of nearly all the harbonrs in thecovntiT pro?es, 
that while harbours base remained in the hands of Corpora- 
tions who held them by charter they have been neglected, and 
«h0n translwred to respoastble harbonr tmstees appoialed by 
parliameat th^ haive almost in?ariably improved. The 
solicitor to the promoters readily cited the harbonrs of Leitb, 
Perth, JDundeOy Montrose^ Aberdeeo, &C9 as oases precisely in 
point: he might safely have added to the list the greater part 
of the principal harbours in the United Kingdom. 

It was also objected that shipowners are not more competent 
to manage barboors than other men. But this cannot be 
admitted. Shipowners residing on the spot, with ships daily 
passing in. and oot befsre tbeir eyes, must of necessity be more 
conversant with the wants and requirenients of shtpphsip than 
sol i sit on and reepeotabla tradesmen, wlio form a gnat pert of 
the Town Coonoil of Newcastle; and if the river or bar be in 
a bad state, it is the shipowners wliofirstfed the inconvenience, 
and are most likclv to bestir themselves to seek a remedy* The 
evidenee of the highly intelligent shipowners, Messrs. Shotton 
and Robtnton, is decisive on this point; and it has been seen 
that' it was- 1^ shipowners of SMelds who contended for and 
obtained the liyisgr down of the moorings and the establish- 
amt of' the rimer potioe. Bvt if'moro competent men than 
sUpownsfs can bo foand, wiqr Kmit thechoieeter siripowaers, 
or to any other partienlar dasa d.menf What is wanted is 
the best man— one who has a oompatent knowledge of the 
wants of shipping, iQood common sense, and a^ determination to 
apply the does received from the river to their legitimate use. 

If the qualifications of a registered shipowner be insisted 
npooi it might happen th'at the services 01^ a very useful man 
might be lost In like manner, at Newcastle and Gateshead, 
why sfa^M' members of CooncfVonly be qualified t Let the 
1\Min Cooaetl appoint the best man they can find to the 
Board, whether of their own bodv or not rto one dwelHng on 
th» banks of the Tyne Willi readily forgot that one of the 
greatest improvements of* modern timesy the introdnoCion of 
steam»tugs on the river in 1816, was not by a re^stered ship- 
Qwner».bnt by a^ Gateshead glau manufacturer, Mr. Price. 
The spirited builders of those noble ships, the Marthorough 
and the BlenKtlm^ the Messrs. Smith, may or ma^ not be ship- 
owners ; but rarely no one will deny their deep interest in the 
improvement of the river to the utmost, and their knovrledge of 
the wants and requirements of shipping. The intelligent pro- 
prietor of the Elswick ironworks and the inventor of the 
hydraulic cranes on Newcastle quay, Mr. W. G. Armstronr, 
may or may not be a member of the Town Ooancil; but 00 
one will deny the valoe of his opinion on any point of mechani- 
cal orhydriMtlic engineering, had beleisufeio give his attention 
to the improvement of the river* There will 'be no dfflifeulty 00 
the banks of the Tyne to ftoili|iMlified mev: the difficuliy will 
be to find men of snflteient leisure to devote the necessary time 
to the subject. 

The number of the members to be named by the several 
towns, as proposed* by the blU, wontd'seem to be fairly appor- 
tioned : perhaps it might be arranged that the .landowners and 
eoalowners on the banks of the rhrer, and the Trinity House of 
Newcastle, shoaldalso bcrenieieBted at the Board.r It is the 
first principle of the Britisn Consdtutioa that taaatloa and 
representation should go haad in band ; and according to that 
principle the shipping interests of North and South Shields, 
which own more than two-thirds of the tonnage of the Tyne. 
would long ago have claimed a larger share than half in the 
CoflMnission; but- since Shields was- created a sepaitUe and 
independent port, in 1848, its custom dues have nearly, doubled, 
and its trade and shipping have greatly increased ; there seemo 
additional reason, therefore, in favour of the port of Shields 
being represented by at least sis members at the Board. 

The proper conservancy of the Tyne most not, however^be 
viewed as a question of petty local interests : it is not a case of 
Shields venut Newcastle, but it is the case of eveiy dweller on 
the banks of the Tyaeiand of every one interested initswellare 
and its commerce. It may^ indeed/ be coaiidered a national 



qnealion^the reoorda of the Aiaiifallar> fnify att«lt<that some 
of earbraNstandbeat of seamen have been ben and bred en 
the banks of the lyne. The pmservation, then, of tfaia noble 
river for its enormous traffie of WM mrivala and sailings 
yeariy— « traffic which, Irem the diffienlty and totrioate nature 
of its navigalioo, affotda the best nnraciy for seamen around 
the coast of Great Britaio*-mast not be oonsideiied a local bnt 
a national qaeation; and viewing it as snob, I trust that their 
lordships will, hj their cordial assent and approval of the bill, 
support the Lsf^latiire in transferring the coaacrtanay of the 
river to a small, select, and responsible body of Commiaioners, 
wbo^ not being distracted by various municipal duties, will be 
able to devote their whole attention to the preservation and 
improvement of the l^ne. 

Johh WAaHM6TON, Captain R.N. 
To the Secretary of the Admiralty^ 

■e ^-.— 

TAB ADMIRALTY AND THE RIVBR TYNB 
OONSEBYANOT. 

Tarn Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having canaed 
a local inquiry to be made into the T^ne Conserviner Bill, it 
appears that the ob)ects and provisions of the bill which faU 
%rithin the iurisdiction of the Admiralty, and directly affect tlw 
interests of navigation or shipping, are :— 

1. The cstabHshment of an independent Board of Conser- 
vancy for the better preservation and improvement of the River 
Tyne. 

2. The transfer to such a Board of all existing powers of 
oonservatorship from the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bnrgessea of 
Newcastle upon-Tyne. 

3. To obtain a legislative declaimtion as to whether all, or 
what, portion of the dues levied upon shipping and co goods 
borne by shipping on the Tyne are appUeaUe to the oonser- 
vaacy and improvement of the river. 

And, lastly, to transfer such funds to the said proposed 
Board, and to provide more cfiiBctnaily than at present for the 
proper appUcation thereof. 

The preamble to the bill recites the several acts under which 
the Corporation of Newcastle now eserctse the powers of 
coBservaCora, including the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Port Act, 
184d, which gave powers to levy an additional rate upon all 
vessels frequenting the Tyne, in order to defray the eapense of 
laying down moorings and of establishing a river police: it also 
anthorized the borrowing of £20/XX) on the seourity of two- 
third parts of such tonnage rates. 

The bill then goes on to state that it being eipedient that 
furtiier provision be made for the conservancy of tlie river 
Tyne, it proposes by the fourth clause to vest the conservancy 
in twelve Commissioners, of whom four to be appointed by the 
Corporation of Newcastle, two by the Corporation of Galesliead, 
three by the registered shipowners of the port of Shields resident 
in the borough of Tynemouth, and three by shipowners of the 
port residing in South Shields. 

Clauses 6 to 12 repeal so faueh of the recited acts as may 
autboriae taking does by the Corporation (with the exception 
of Quayside dues), and the power to place moorings and 
appoint harbour-masters ; aad clause 13 tiansfers all such 
powers to the- Commissioners to be appointed under ttie 
proposed act* 

The grounds for such a transfer, as stated by the pronwters, 
are'* for the better conservancy of the river, and to compel the 
application of the dues on shipping and on shipments to their 
legitimate purpoae." 

This statement raises the questions :— 

1. What are the dues so levied on shipping f and how are 
they applied t 

3. Has the coneervaney of ihto river Tyne been so administered 
by the Corporation of Newcastle as to rsnder it desirable for 
the puUio benefit that it should be transferred to other hands f 

3. And if so, to whomf and what should be the constitution 
of the Board! 

The first of these points will behest decided by a Parliamen- 
tary Committee. It need only be mentioned here, that accord- 
ing to the-alwtfaot of accounts, printed in the Appendix to the 
Evidence) thU'whote amount received by the Corporation from 
dnes on shipplnirand on goods borne by shipping on the Tyne 
since the year 1809, baa been £97^978: white the whole sum 
laid out on the riiveri including all charges for conweyiBg 
ballast, salaries, management, Amh daring thit periadyhha 
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bno £397,719; the diffsrenoe betvaeo thete two iqihi, exceed- 
ing half a idUioB of money, haTiD|[ been appropriated to the 
lighting, watering, paving, sca?ennng, and other municipal 
pnrposcf of the borough of NewcatUe. 

It need hardly be pointed out that this application of dues 
levied on thipmentf and ibipping is contrary to the practice in 
neariy every harbour in the United Kingdom, and was specially 
ol^ected to in the Reports of the Tidal Harbours Commission. 

The investigation before the Inspector appointed by the 
Admiralty lasted seven days, when much evidence was received 
for and against the bill. The evidence has since been printed, 
and a copy of it will be laid before each member of the 
Committee. Their lordships have also received from the 
inspector a long and detailed report on the state of the conser- 
vancy of the Tyne, which it would be difficult to comprees, and 
which they have therefore ordered to be laid before Parliament. 

It appears from the evidence and the report that the several 
duties usually attached to the conservancy of a harbour have 
not been attended to on the Tyne; that the most ordinary 
improvements of river engineering, as reguhting and deepening 
the channel, cutting off projecting points, dredging away or 
otherwise removing the shoals so as to produce a uniform bed 
in the river, protecting the banlKS of the stream, registering the 
tides and freshes, &c, have been all but entirely omitted ; that 
sufficient quay accommodation for the traffic has not been 
provided; that no attempt has been made to improve the bar; 
that the easting of ballast close to the entrance, and in Shields 
harbour, to a large extent, has not been prevented ; and that till 
within the last two years there were neither moorings placed for 
vessels, nor river police to prevent theft, and that these two 
latter have been oolv obtained by the shipping interest 
submitting to an additional tax. 

The statement respecting the quantity of ballast east, not 
only at sea near the entrance of the Tyne, but in Shields 
harbour, would exceed belief, if not borne out by ample 
testimony. It appears that out of the 900,000 tons annuslly 
carried to the Tyne, not one-fifth part is landed on its shores, 
Upwards of 700,000 tons, then, are each year cast at sea 
within ten fathoms water, at less than three miles distance from 
the entrance of the river; and a large quantity just off the bar 
and within the harbour itself. 

As this practice is in some measure to be attributed to the 
high price charged on the delivery of ballast in the Tyne, and 
as several vessels, and one with idl iu crew, have been lost in 
consequence, their lordships must express their extreme 
disapprobation of the practice, and recommend to the Com- 
mittee to insert a clause in the bill binding the conservators of 
the Tyne to deliver ballast from shipping at the mere cost of 
discharging it and conveying it to a place in which it can do 
no injury, or otherwise to dispose of it in such a manner as the 
Committee may think sufficient to prevent a recurrence of the 
evil. 

With reference to the future conservancy of the river, 
whether it should be vested in commissioners or trustees, as is 
the general custom in nearly all the best managed harbours of 
the United Kingdom, and the proportion in which Shields, as 
possessing the chief interest in shipping, as well as Newcastle 
and Gateshead, and the other interests on the banks of the 
Tyne, should be represented at such a Board, their lordships 
leave for the consideration of the Committee. 

With such recommendations and suggestions the bill has 
their lordships' cordial assent and approval. 

Admiralty, May 4, 1849. W. A . B. Hamilton. 



THE TYNE CONSERVANCY BILL. 

In other columns will be found the Admiralty opinion on 
the Tyne Conservancy Bill ; as well as the valnaUe Beport 
of Captain Washington, upon which that opinion is founded. 
These documents being of the highest importance to the well- 
being of this great industrial district, we cannot too strongly 
recommend them to the serions attention of oar readers. 

How the House of Commons may decide upon the Bill, 
it it, of course, impossible to foretell ; bat there is no doubt 
that opinions firom such high authority, and supported by a 
mass of nuM^ important evidence, must have considerable 
influenoe in deciding the fate of any meaaore. 



The Committee on the Bill conaieti of the following Mem. 
bers of Fftrliament : — 

P. W. 8. MUes. Em., (Bristol,) ObsimsB. 

Bsrl oMnmdcl sad Sumy, (inmdsl). 

J. H. LsBgaoo, Etq.,((hcibrd City). 

W. H. SUBton, Etq., (Stroud). 

Hon. E. Stan^f, (King's Lynn). 

wmism Ord.Esq.,(Newoostle). 

T.|E. Hoidlam,Xtq..(Newoaitlo). 

R. W. er«y,BMi., (Tynemfmlh). 

J. T. Wown, Baq., (SMth BhioUs). 
The rules of the Honae, it H>pearB, prevent the Committee 
of Selection from placing more than four locally-oonnected 
Members upon Committees on local Bills of this natare, so 
that the ezclnsion of one out of the five Members represent- 
ing the several boroughs on the T^e was indispensable; 
and the reasons assigned for the ezclnsion of Gateshead, we 
nnderstand, were — First, that Newcaafle being the f^ant 
borough ought to have a greater repreeentation in the Com- 
mittee than any one of ita pigmy neighboars ; and, secondly, 
that the Conservaney qoestion being in some degree in the 
natare of a straggle between Newcastle and ShleLds— between 
fresh-water and salt-water management— it was necessary 
that neither party shoald have a preponderance. 

This kind of reasoning may be considered both consistent 
and condasive in the Committee of Selection; bat it will 
hardly convince any man out of it, that if local interests are 
to be represented at all, they shoald not be fairiy and folly 
represented. For our parts, however, we consider the piin* 
ciple of admitting local Members at all on Committees on 
Local Bills, to be bad— inasmuch as it is little better than 
placing a man on a jury which has to try his own case a 
position which, in the very nature of things, must to many 
minds be anythfaig but agreeable. 

The ultimate verdict of the Bill will doubtless rest entirely 
with the Honourable Members for Bristol, Arundel, Oxford, 
Stroud, and Lynn :— the Down-Easters and Far- Westers of 
the Tyne being obviously too antipodean to be able to cast 
the scale either one way or the other. 

The interests of Gateshead, though onieprssented in the 
Committee, we have reason to know, will not be unprotected 
before it Fairplay is all that is wanted; and that is a 
privilege, we are quite certain, of which Gateshead cannot 
be deprived, so long as its representation is entrusted to Mr. 
Hutt 



^^ ^^ ^^ 

THE NEWCASTLE MARINE INSURANCE 
COMPANY.— Established in 1836, for the Imsueamcb 
of Ships, Caroobs, and Fbbiohts. 

W. H. BROCKETT, Managing Director. 
38, Quayside, NewcasUe, May 11, 1849. 



BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 
PERAMBULATION OF THE BOUNDARIES. 

THE Boandaries of the Boroujch will be perambu- 
lated on Thursdat. the 34th of May instant (Her 
Mi^esty's Birth Day), by the Mayor and Coundl, who will 
assemble at the Townhall at Nine o'clock in the morning for 
that purpose. 

A PUBLIC DINNER, in honour of the day, wiU be held at 
Mr. Blaobu&n's, the Grey Horse Inn, at 5 o'clock. The 
Mator in the Chair. Tickets, Ten Shillings each. 

The Inhabitants are invited to attend the perambulation and 
the Dinner. 

0* Gentlemen intending to Dine %Vll Ke ^ V»& ^ signify 
the same to Mr. BUgbom aa soon as con^^Vent. 
By Ot^«, ^^ 

Townhall, Gateshead , ^av|,\^- ^V 
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Fatal Accident in Gatesbbad.— Yesterdaj (May 
18), Qoderoeatb the railway-bridge at tbe loot of Weat-street, 
part of tbe wall of tbe premises formerly occapied by Mr. 
Forster Walker, builder, fell upon a cbild named Barbara Hal- 
bert, aged oioe years, tbe daogbter ol a corke«tter, and iojared 
ber so sererely tbat sbe died. 

Gateshead MARKBT.^Gatesbead, before it shrunk 
voder tbe iDfloeoce of Newcastle, bad a boroogb. market, wbicb, 
according to depositions taken io 1A57, was beld twice a week 
(Tuesday and Friday), aod extended from tbe market-cross, 
betwixt tbe tolbootb and tbe pant, to tbe " blue stone" on Tyne 
Bridge, or to tbe Briggate. Tbe tolbootb stood in tbe main 
street, nearly opposite to tbe west end of Oakwellgate-cbare. 
It bad formerly been a scbool, and latterly a place of confine- 
ment for disorderly persons. At tbis period, also, tbe penfold, 
afterwards removed to Windmill Hills, stood in tbe middle of 
tbe street, opposite to tbe five-wand mill. Tbe post road came 
down Sl MarkVlane (corrupted to Mirk lane), and entered 
Gatesbead by Half-Moon .lane, or Miller's-cbare. — Surteei. 
[We sboold like to see Gatesbead going (ocik, and recovering 
its market Wbat do oor townsmen say to tbe site near tbe 
entrance to tbe High Level Bridget Tbere is mncb property, 
immediately bebind tbe Higb-street on tbe west, wbicb migbt 
give place to a market witb advantage to tbe borough.—- Ed. 
G.O.] 

St. James's Hospital, Gateshead. — The Bishop 
of Durham bas addessed a letter to Mr. Alderman Potts, of 
which the following is a copy :— 

4, Upper PorUand-plAM, May 14, 1840. 
Sia, — I bavt bean so aaotoallsr and ineetHuitly oeoopled with 
pr«MiDg bntlDMt of tbe dioeeee, tbat I bave been unable to attend to 
any mattere wbieb were not ot immediate nrgeney. It did not i^^pear 
to me tbat year letter of tbe 3d of April wae of aneb nrgeney ; beeaote I 
bad informed yoa tbat tbe Master of tbe Hotpital eonaidereid aome very 
extrniive repairs to be neoeeeary, and tbat, as soon as tbey were 
eompleted, be woald lay tbe state of tbe aoeoanta before me, so tbat I 
migbt learn wbat annoal balanee wae likely to aeerae, and dedde in 
wbat manner it sboold be i^»pUed. I also stated, if my memory doea 
not mialead me, tbat tbe order of payments reoommended in tbe Report 
of 1637 would be strietly attended to. and tbat tbe Master, in tbia as in 
every otber insunor, was anxious to aet oooformably to tbe statntes. 
As it must be some time before all tbe repairs are eompleted, and aa, on 
my retnm to tbe Nortb, I sball be oeoapied for at least two montbs in 
viaitiag and eonflrming tbroagb tbe diooeee. It may be late in tbe year 
before I ean aseertain tbe ezaet steps wbleb it may be neeeaeary for me 
to take. I bave, bowever, pointed out tbe prineiplee wbieb would guide 
my proeeedings, and wbleb, it appears to me, will also fulfil every wish 
tbat ean reasonably be entertained by tbe parisb. Bat if you have 
good ground for tbinking tbat any improvement ean Vb made in 
managlnc tbe revenues of tbe Hoepital, In eonformity witb tbe statotea, 
as interpreted by tbe Beport of 1837, 1 sball be ready to pay proper 
attention to your sngfeationa, aeoording to tbe beat judgment I can 
form of tbeir Importanee or their neoeseity. 

I bave tbe honour to be. Sir, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

J. Potto, Bsq. B. DUNBLM. 

Ttme Conservancy BiLL.~On the 15thMaj, on the 
motion of Mr. Hott,tbe House of Commons decided that the 
petition of tbe Gateshead Corporation against certain details 
of tbe Tyne Conservancy Bill should be entertained by tbe 
Committee, although it bad not been presented within seven 
clear days of the second reading of tbe bill, in consequence of 
the illness of tbe member for the borough; and on Wednesday, 
on tbe motion of Mr. Matbeson, Mr. R. W. Grey, M.P. for 
Tynemouth, obtained permission of the honse to sit and vote 
on tbe Tyne Conservancy and North Shields Quays Bills 
Committee, although he bad not delivered the declaration which 
is required in such cases within tbe specified time. Tbe Com- 
mittee of tbe bill commenced their sittings on Tuesday at 1 
o'clock, and determined that tbe evidence taken by Capt. 
Washington at Newcastle and Shields, and now published, 
should be considered as having been given before the Commit- 
tee, so that the time of ibe Committee, as well as tbe trouble 
and expense of bringing the same witnesses to town, migbt be 
saved. The case for the promoters was opened by Mr. Sergt. 
Wrangham (with wbom was Mr. Webster). Mr. Talbot and 
Mr. Hope appeared for tbe Corporation; and lor landowners 
and coalowners on the banks of the river, Mr. Enowles. Wit- 
nesses bave been briefly examined, from day to day, including 
tbe redoubtable Marrison, whose ** Bnbb-Doddington" candour 
eonvnlsed tbe Committee with laughter. A <* Parliamentary 
Agent," who bas sent a sketchy report of the prooeeding s to 



tbe NewcoMlle OouronL affects to treat the case of the promofers 
of tbe Conservancy Bill as hopeless ; but an envelope has been 
picked up in tbe streets, in which tbe communication is sup- 
posed to have been enclosed ; and upon it is written :— >'* P.S.— 
Priraie.— It is all up with us." On Thursday (being Ascen- 
sinn Day), the Committee did not sit until 2 o'clock; and the 
evidence of Mr. Robert Nicholson, the engineer, occupied the 
whole sitting. 

Sewerage of Gatesbead.— On Thursday, May 17, 
a deputation, consisting of John Barras, Esq., J. P., Dr. Dixon 
and Messrs. John Greene, Cornelius Garbutt, and George 
Ben, representing an annual rental of £3,045, waited upon the 
Gateshead Council with a memorial from the owners of pro- 
perty in Cburcb-street, Cannon-street, the east side of High- 
street, &e., praying that, by the construction of the main 
sewer in the High-street, tbey migbt not be deprived of the 
benefit of tbe covered runner of water from the west, which 
passes eastward under the Ob$erver office, and is used by the 
memorialists tor the purposes of drainage. Mr. Aid. Brockett 
moved tbat tbe memorial be referred to the consideration of tbe 
Town Improvement Committee, and took tbe opportunity to 
to correct air errooeous impression that he was hostile to its 
prayer. His only feeling was, as an owner of property, not to 
place bis individual interests in opposition to those of the 
public Whatever Mr. Dobson, the surveyor, should decide 
to be for tbe best, be was willing to abide by^whether it should 
be the perpetuation of the runner, or its diversion into the 
main sewer. He bad no desire tbat the runner should be 
turned aside in the High-street, if it could be retained in*its 
present condition witb advantage to himself and the memo, 
rialists, and without detriment to the public.— The motion was 
adopted, and the meeting adjourned to the 7th of Jone. 

Ascension Dav in Newcastle. — May 17 being 
Ascension Day, the Right Worshipful the Mayor (Captain 
Weatberley), aecompanied by several members of the Town 
Council, and tbe Master and Brethren of the Trinity House, 
surveyed the boundaries of tbe river Tyne. The embarkation 
took place at an early hour in the morning, from Mr. Stokoe's 
quay in tbe Close ; and soon after 4 oclock the Mayor's barge 
and the Trinity barge pushed off for Shields, amidst a salute of 
guns, the ringing of bells, &c. Tbe company having partaken 
of a hearty breakfast at the Low Lights, the barges returned to 
the town about half- past 9 o'clock, and, precisely at 11, set off 
for Hedwin Streams, accompanied by steamers, cutters, gigs, 
skifffr, and other fancy craft ; but tbe weather being unpropi- 
tious tbe company was not so nnmerous as on previous occasions. 
The Stewards of the Incorporated Companies, as usual, 
honoured the municipal authorities with their presence on board 
the steamer Oleanert which was tastefully decorated for the 
occasion. Among otber novelties displayed on the river was 
Mr. Taylor's guUa percha boat, and a keel and a wherry painted 
and manned with numerous rowers; but the boat which com- 
manded most attention was Claspers celebrated 8L Agna^^tbe 
boat which won the champion prize of £100 last year at the 
Thames Rsgatta. It was manned by the same ezew whieh 
rowed it at London (^ Harry" at the stroke oar), and was the 
theme of general admiration. A beautiful model skiff, 
new, was rowed by Richard Clasper, the youngest of ** tbe 
brothers," who bids fair to rank high as a skiff-rowcr. In the 
course of the afternoon, the party returned home; and on 
arriving nearly opposite the old mansion bouse, the following 
prizes were contended for:— Five sovereigns for fonr-oarod 
boats, given by the Mayor, and one sovereign to the seoond 
boat by tbe Sheriff (N. O. Lambert, Bsq.): won by the 8L 
.^orfitfs (Clasper), beating the Flying Fith and tbe WiUiam 
TeaMdaU» Two sov^gns for four-oared foy boats, given by 
the Master and Brethren of the Trinity Honse: won by the 
Pilots beating nine others— the Eagle running seoond and the 
Ariel third. Three sovereigns for f cur-oared boats, given by 
tbe River Committee, with one sovereign by the Sheriff for the 
second : won by tbe Simon Damon, beating SpUfire and 8t^ 
donee. 30s. by the Trinity House for a two-oared skiff race, 
with 10s. for the seeond: won by the Fairy, beating tbe 
Hawk. 

Varieties in Life.— One of the diffienlties In life:— 
Talking to a imt person in aa omnibus. Ona of tba plaasnrts of Ufa:— 
Taking off new l»ooU, and pnttiog on old alippara. Ona of Iba laritiaa 
of life:— A wonan thorovghly satlallad with her daaghlar.in law.— 
BHta Cook'i Journal. 
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THE GATESHEAD BOUNDARIES. 

Tbs Towd Council and Street Act Commitsioners (one and 
the gaae body) assembled at the townhall on Thnndaymorninr, 
May 24, 1849, at 9 o'clock, and transacted business. This done, 
they prepared to perambulate the boundaries of the borough. 

The first perambulation, in the present century, took place 
in 1834, on the 2(7th of May ; but that was a perambulation of 
the parm of Gateshead. The following record of the prooeed- 
ings IB preserved in the ** Local Historian's Table Book," com- 
piled and published by Mr. M. A. Richardson :— 

** Ma^Vr, 18S4.— The Bcr. John OolUnton, Beetor, the Yotxr-9nd- 
Tveoty. tnd OliarDhw«rd«iM, aud a mat namber of other inhabitaou, 
aeeompanied by Mr. Foreter, Steward to Gathbert Blliaoo, Beq., H.P.. 
Lofd of the Manor, perambalated the boaudarlea of the parith of 
Sateahead. Thej eommeneed at the Blae Stooe on Tyne Bridge at niae 
o'eloek, attended by two eonttablea with flagt, and two exeellent pipers, 
and were greeted at their departure with a salnte of gaoa from Priee'e 

Slaea.worke and a peal of belle firon St. Mary *a ehoreh. They proceeded 
y the northern and weetera boandariee to Wrekenton, where ntrwh- 
mettta were provided for them, and an exeellent band afforded amotenent 
for the ladiee in the danee. Henoe the prooeetioo moved along the 
aoatbem and eastern boandary to the river Tyne, where the eonstablee 
and pipers took boat, and proeeeded to the bridge. A medal was etmek 
on this oosaslon, bearing on the obverse, within a eirele of dots, the arms 
of eateshead, round whieh 'eateehead Parish Boundary Token;' and 
, within a eirele of dote, * The Bev. John OoUineon. 
ehleh * Perambolatad S7th May, 18S4.' As there had 




not been a perambalation sinea the year 1709, a great number of persons 
attended. The eeremony ended at aboot half-past fo«r o'eloek, when 
the party sat down to an exoellent dinner at the Blaek Boll inn, (Sir B. 
S Hawks, Knt., in the ebair)." [The viee.ehair was filled by Bdward 
Jaokson, Bsq. The ehalrmaa was snpported by the Beotor on his 
right ; and on his left by John Barras, Biq.] 

In another record of the perambulation of 1834, we find a 
few additional details, as follows:— <• They [the Rector and his 
eompanions] proceeded along the northern boundair to the 
month of the Team, at which place they ware )oined by Mr. 
M. Greene and Mr. E. Pile on the part of the parish of Whick- 
ham, and accompanied by them along the whole of the 
boundary which joins that parish. On reaching the rivulet 
called Blackburn, which divides the parish of Whickham from 
the ebapelry of Lamesley, and empties itself into the Team at 
the boundary oi Gateshead, they were met by the Rev. John 
CoUinson, perpetual curate of Lamesley, the parochial oflleers 
of that chapelry, and Mr. Metcalfe, Steward to Lord Ravens- 
worth, whose lands bound the parish for several miles. A band 
of music ioined them at Chowdean ; and on their arrival at 
Wrekcnton they partook of brftad, cheese, and ale, provided for 
the occasion by the Churchwardens. After the refreshment, 
several of the gentlemen joined in the ' merry dance* upon the 
green with the Wrekcnton lasses. 

And all the village train, from laboar free. 
Led up their sports beneath the spreading tree. 
The minister and several of the inhabiuntsot Heworth met the 
procession near Wrekcnton, and accompanied it along that part 
of the boundary which joins their chapelry. The constables 
with the flags, and accompanied by the pipers, proceeded from 
Friars Goose to Tyne Bridge in a boat, at which place they and 
the other part of the procession arrived at 30 minutes before 5 
o'clock. Salutes of guns were fired in passing the manufactories 
of Mr. Homer, Messrs. Crowley & Co., and Messrs. Hawks & 
Co. A few of the equestrians vacated their teaU in perambu- 
lating the boundaries ; but they were all so far recovered as to 
be able to resume them at the table of the Black Bull inn," 
(from which we might infer that they dined on horseback !) 

The boundaries of the borough, in which a portion of the 
chapdry of Heworth is included, were perambulated in 1836 
(the first year of its e«fstence),on the 34th day of May— George 



Hawks, Esq., Mayor. On that occasion (as in 1834 and 1849), 
the principal flag was borne by William Robson, coal-vendor, 
the occupier of the roadside cottage at the foot of the Windmill 
Hills— who, with Mr. John Usher and the Town Clerk, put off 
from Tyne Bridge in a boat, and sailed up the river, at a 
disunce from the Durham shore of a third of its width ; the 
Mayor, Aldermen, &e., proceeding at the same time along 
Pipewellgate. At the foot of the Rabbit Banks they were icet 
by Charles John Bigge, Esq., Mayor of Newcastle, who then 
resided at Dun^tan Hill. His worship shook bands with Mr. 
Hawks, and warmly congratulated him on the ooeasion. 
Passing along the Redheugh Quay and the Hassocks to the 
mouth of the Team, the perambulators came up with the boat, 
which was rowed up the rivulet to a small quay (a little above 
the site of the wooden bridge) used by the Team Forge Com- 
pany as a landing-place. Here the Town Clerk and bis fellow, 
voyagers landed, and then proceeded by the eastern bank of the 
Team (Robson holding his flag over the midstream), to Low 
Team Bridge, on which the learned gentleman made proclama- 
tion that he stood upon the boundary line of the borough. 
Proclamation was again made at the Low Team Forge — the 
managers of the works having accommodatingly placed a plank 
and ladder to assist the principal actors in the ceremony over 
the ** tail race." Continuing along the eastern shore of the 
Team to the dam-bead of the Ia>w Forge, they crossed to the 
High Team Bridge, where proclamation was made again. 
They now passed through the lands of Mr. John Barras, and 
of Mr. George Dunn, Saltwell; and then to and through the 
Derwent Crook land, the property of Lord Ravensworth, to the 
south-western boundarr of the borough, where they were met 
by Mr. Greene, hia lordship's steward, and the officers of 
Lamesley ebapelry, by whom they were aceompanied for some 
distance in their further progress. An obiection was made by 
Mr. Greene to the flag being carried on toe outer or southern 
side of the hedge, as the watercourse was on the inside, aad the 
hedge belonged to Lamesley; but the protest was not regarded. 
Proceeding through Chowdean, the party arrired at the Low 
Fell branch of the Durham turnpike, where they were joined 
by Mr. Michael Hall. They followed closely the line of 
boundary of the Fell to the site of the Popple or Poppling 
Well, as laid down on the plans of the division, (a copy of 
which Mr. John Bell, oi Gateshead, had with him). The flag- 
bearer and others now passed by the boundary stones dividing 
Mr. Hall's land from Lord Ravens worth's, and by the old well 
through the quarry.heaps, and the line of treea, to the old 
turnpike near Wrekcnton. A few only, whom Mr. Hall could 
not intercept, bad accompanied the flagbearer to this point; 
and the procession reiinited at the north end of a garth adjoin- 
ing to and extending northward from ** Red Robin." Here 
they werejoined by Mr. George Forster, steward of Cuthbert 
Ellison, Esq., deputy lord of the manor, between whom, and 
Mr. Greene and the Lamesley officers, a division of opinion 
arose as to the boundary ; and it seems that the procession, 
inasmuch as Mr. Forster's claim gave Gateshead the wider 
territory, followed his dividing line. Marching south-east from 
Red Robin, they crossed the turnpike to a boundary stone 
standing at the ooroer of Lord Ravensworth's hedge, at the 
head of the Eighton Banks road, and took down the west side 
of this road to another boundary stone, near the last house in 
Gateshead. Here another altercation arose, which was settled 
by— an old woman I The flagbearer and bis troop passed the 
end of the house, and had to climb over a garden door, the 
occupier having ** lost the key.** On they went along the site 
of the Eighton Banks wall— crossed the Galloping Green road 
and the Onston waggonway — and came to a halt on a green 
sward on the Mount Moor estate, where the late lamented Mr. 
Davis of Wrekcnton had provided a substantial and most 
acceptable repasL In front of the Springwell inn, the Heworth 
officers reinforced the perambulators. They then passed along 
the division of the borough to the boundary stone at the aoutb 
end of the Roman foot causeway ; and there the 1 own Clerk 
made proclamation. They now kept along the causeway to the 
Blue Quarries mill— which being built up to on the east tide, 
the flag was handed up to the gallery, and taken round by the 
east, so as to include the mill in Gateshead. The chapelry of 
Heworth was now intersected, so as to Include that portion 
assigned to the borough by the Municipal Boundaries Act; 
and at the leasehold oottage belonging to William Cbarieton, 
publican, (which is in Gateshead,) proclamation was made. 
The flagbearer*s patty made their way to the High Felling or 
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Spliterow-lane, and there rejoiced the Mayor and other horse, 
men. Proelamatioo heiog made, the proeessioD pasted over 
the heap of Felling Colliery Tube Pit (proclamation axain) to 
Kirton's tollftte on the Sanderland road (proelamatioo). The 
flax was earned roond the gate-hoose, and by the fence dividing 
the Park House and Felling etutee to Friars Goose. Procla- 
mation was made on the bridge that crosses the barn ; and the 
prooession then returned to Tyne Bridge— the Town Clerk and 
the ftaadard-bearer by water— the others on land. The day 
was closed with a dinner at Mrs. Calvert's, the Half. Moon inn; 
the Mayor taking the chair, with Alderman Wilson on his 
right and AlderoMn Barras on his left. 

Thirteen years have elapsed, and again Mr. Hawks is 
Mayor of Gateshead. On Thnrsday, the 34th of May, 184», 
he once more headed the perambalatory prooession. The 
members of the CooncU issued from the townhall at a quarter 
or twenty minutes past nine o'olock, on a fine May momiog, 
each bearing a white wand — the Chief Magistrate's distin- 

!;uished hv a tip of Califomian hue. When the prooession was 
ormed, Mr. Superintendeat Schofey, mounted on horseback, 
led the way, foUowad by his men, several of whom bore 
bannerets overhead. Then came *'Hawks*s Band;* The 
Mayor and Rector (Rev. John Davies, D.D.), Aldermen 
Smiih and Potts, and Councillors Joseph Robson, John 
Robsoo, William Coolt, William Douglas, Frederick P. lonn, 
John Lister, James Wilson, C. J. Pearson, R. Coulthard, B. 
J. Proeltter, Jobn Angus, and R, Blagbum, rode on horseback. 
Aldermen Brockett and Wilson, and Councillor William Brown, 
and the Town Clerk (William Kell, Esq.), were on foot; bat 
afterwards (some of them, at leastO took ooach and rode. 

Several gentlemen on horseback Joined the procession ; and 
one young lady— Miss Hawks, of Redheugh, the daughter of 
the Mayor, (who went the whole round of the borough). 

The " Gateshead Arms" floated from the roof of the town- 
hall i flags were displayed from the Gateshead end of the high- 
level bridge; the national flag was hoisted on the vane of St. 
Mary's ohurch, and from eaeh comer of the tower a flag waved 
in the wind. Cannon, drum, and trumpet, the church-bells, 
and the railway-whistle to boot, were in a conspiracy to ** deave** 
the congregated lieges, and impress the day on the memory 
of Gateshead's "oldest inhabitant" in the nest century. 

The procession moved by Half- Moon -lane and High-street 
to the ** Blue Stone" on Tyne Bridge, which denotes where 
the oountj palatine ends, and the jurisdiction of Newcastle 
begins. Here prodamation was made. Mr. Schorey cried 
** Oyez ! Oyez ! Oyez !' and the Town Clerk then said, in 
an audible voice, ^ I do hereby, in the name and on behalf 
of the Mayor, Aldermen,and Burgesses of Gateshead, proclaim 
and declare, that, pursuant to the public notice thereof given, 
the boundaries of the said borough will now be nerambulated : 
that such perambulation will be commenced forthwith, on and 
from this place: that the line of the ambit will be denoted by 
the course of this flag; and that the Mayor and Corporation of 
Gateshead claim to have and exercise jurisdiction within the 
entire district which will be circumscribed on this peram. 
bulatioo." Whereupon Mr. Schorey again raised his voice, ex- 
claiming— <* God save the Queen, and the Mayor of Gateshead !" 

The Town Clerk then hurled handfuls of perambulation 
medals into the air, for which there was a general scramble on 
the bridge. Some folks got prizes in the lottery, and every- 
body got well hustled. We, more liberal and less frolicsome 
than the law-adviser of the Corporation, quietly place a medal 




in the hand of every one of our readers, (Mr. Revely^ of 
Mosley .street, having supplied us with the die). 
From the bridge the procession moved westward by Pipe- 



wellgate : but the flagbearer was rowed to the Team by those 
renowned oarsmen, Mr. Henry Clasper and Mr. Edward Hawks. 
The boat having been pulled into the month of the rivulet, was 
stopped at the ancient ferry at Donston, where proclamation 
was made ; and again at the recently erected foot-bridge a little 
higher up the stream, the use of which bridge has caused the 
ferry to be discontinued. At the railway-bndge near Messrs. 
Newall & Cc's patent iron-rope works proclamation was again 
made; and also at the stune bridge on the turnpike from Gates- 
head to Swalwell. Near this bridge, and on the western side of 
the Team, are two closes formerly glebe land of the rectory of 
Gateshead, but on the division of the Townfields exchanged for 
land of John Carr, Esq.; and it had been suggested to the 
Mayor that these fields, andaWo another on the west side of the 
dam of the High Team Forge, which was also formerly glebe 
land of the rectory of Gateshead, and comprised in the same 
exchange, were in the parish of Gateshead, and therefore in the 
borough, and ought to be ^ rode in ;'* but it having been ascer. 
tained that in the ** division award" the whole of the three fields 
are stated to be in the parish of Whickham, they were ** rode 
out." At the Low Team Forge the partv were saluted with re- 
peated salvos of artillery. Ladders and bridges were placed for 
their accommodation; gaps were made in the hedges through 
which they most pass; and every facility and courtesy which 
could be desired were extended to them, by Mr.'Laidler.the 
manager of Messrs. Crowley, Millington, &Co.'s works, and his 
assistants, at both the Low and High Forges. At each of these 
bridges, at the dans-heads, and at the stone bndgc on the 
Lobley Hill turnpike road, the proclamation was repeated. 
The ambit continued up the Team rivulet, along the western 
boundary of the High Team, Saltwellside, and Derwent Crook 
estates ; and the h^ges and deep ditches afforded many of the 
equestrians an opportunity of exhibiting their skill— or their 
want of it ; and it is said that one, at least, of the gentlemen 
measured his length on the sod — but speedily recovered his 
seat. The proclamation having been repeated at the junction 
of the parishes of Gateshead, Whickham, and Lamesley,and 
again at the point where the boundary of the borough leaves 
the Team and turns south eastward, the par^ approached the 
point of junction of the parishes of Gatcsnead, Gateshead Fdl, 
and Lamesley, near the foot of Chowdean, where proclamation 
was again made. The ascent ot the dean is steep and toilsome ; 
and when near the head of it, William Robson, the aged flag- 
bearer, and the leader of former pemmbnlations, was seized 
with a fit, probably Induced by fatigue. He was speedily 
attended bj Mr. Bennett and Dr. Barkus, but was unable to 
continue with the party. This occurrence caused the only dis- 
appointment of the day ; and while the medical gentlemen were 
rendering their best serviees to the faithful * standard-bearer," 
Aldermen Wilson and Smith, and Mr. Barkos, were, in their 
adjacent residences, exercising the rites of hospttali^ on the 
party; and ** Hawks's Band" awakened the echoes of the FelL 
The march having been again sounded, (much too soon, in the 
opinion of both host and guest,) the steep ascent to ** Poppling 
Weir was now conquered; and proclamation being there made, 
the course took nearly a southerly direction to Wrekenton. 
When the fiag had passed the building recently erected for a 
chapel and school house, a person in the crowd objected to the 
line of the ancient enclosure thence to the N.E. comer of ** Red 
Robin's" being pursued; but on being interrogated by the 
Mayor and Town Clerk as to his authority to make the objec- 
tion, he stated that he had none; and the interruption was not 
heeded. And here we may observe, that this was the only at 
tempt to dispute the line talten by the perambulators. The 
boundary stone at the junction of the three roads in front of 
Red Robin's, and that in front of Mr. Gowland's asylum, were 
duly proclaimed; and the course then turned eastward; but 
Mr. Gowland having erected a house across the line, the flag 
was carried over the roof ; and on descending into the yard or 
airing ground behind, the party fonnd|a goodly display of cold 
beef, ham, and other edibles, with a liaeral supply of poubles ; 
and having done the utmost justice to the good cheer which the 
time afforded, the course was pursued in a direct line to the 
boundary stone at the south-east corner of Springwell inn, 
and thence northerly, by the Roman canseway, to the resi- 
dence of Mr. Councillor Prockter, who had preceded the 
perambulating party to invite them to his hospitable board. 
They found an elegantly-spread table, to which there was but 
little time to do jostiee. The flags were then speedily placed 
on the line between the Blue Quarries Mill and Kirton's Gate, 
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Aod the line traverfcd tbenoe down the rivolet near to the 
Friar's Goose; the mouth of which is at the north-eastern 
extremity of the borough. Here '^ The Clasper" and his uncle 
were ready waiting; the Bag was again put on board their boat; 
the Hayor and cavalcade formed in line, preceded by the union 
and station flaRs, and the band ; and a goodly array was pre- 
sented to the dwellers on '* both sides the Tyne.* The party 
were heartily welcomed on evenr part of the route; but on 
approaching the ironworks of Messrs. Hawks, Crawshay, & 
Sons, several hundreds of their workmen preseoti^l themselves 
on each side the road, (and a finer body of men it would be dif- 
fleultto imagine). Few of them had lingered to arrange their 
toilette, and many eibibited bone and sinew that would have 
delighted an artist; but the most charming part of the whole 
day's proceedings was the hearty reception they gave to the 
Mayor and his party. On looking back from the van to the 
rear, the effect was peculiarly striking, and not less gratifying. 
The cavalcade having reached the bridge, the flag was hoisted 
up and again raised on the ^ Blue Stone**— where proclamation 
was made that the perambulation was completed. The band 
played ** God save the Queen ;" the cannon mounted on the 
upper platform of the High Level Bridge responded to the 
salute; and the Mayor and his party returned to the towDbatl, 
where they arrived at fifteen minutes before 5 o'clock, having 
occupied a little more than seven hours in the perambulation. 

Medals, oranges, &c, we may add, were scrambled among 
the young folks, in connection with the proclamations of 
the day, to imprint on their minds the borough boun- 
daries. Amusing incidents were numerous. Councillors lost 
their seats without accepting the Chiltem Hundreds; and, we 
are happy to add, without breaking their bones. 

At night, a large party sat down to a public dinner at the Grey 
Horse inn, in commemoration of Her Majesty's birthday, and 
of the ceremonies of the day* The Mayor presided, supported 
by Dr. Davies, Alderman Wilson, Mr. Barras, J.P., Mr. Pol. 
look, J.P., Mr. W. Hymers, J.P., Alderman Cummins, J.P., 
Alderman Brockett, J.P., Alderman Smith, Alderman Potts, 
Dr. Barkus, Mr. Price, Mr. Colman, Mr. Prockter, Mr. James 
Robson, Mr. Angu«, Mr. Harrison (of Penrith, solicitor), Mr. 
Lister, Mr. James Wilson, Mr. George Hawks, jon., Mr. Cook, 
Mr. Bennett, &c., &c. The Town-Clerk (Mr. Kell) officiated 
as vice-chairman. There were also present Messrs. C. J. Pear- 
son, Robert Young, John Robson, F. P. lonn, William Douglas, 
C. Garbutt, S. £. Pearse, John Davidson, J. W. Swinburne, 
W. Barkus, sen., — Mayn, J. Stobbs, J. Fairs, R. Foreman, 
E. M'Donnell. N. Ormston, James Hewitt, J. Usher, J. Jop- 
ling, P Cv jltbard, J. Cameron, D. Robson, jun., — Batey, — 
Thorman, W. Wylam, S. Barras, W. H. Schorey, &e., &c. 
The dinner was of the best description ; and the toasts and 
speeches, which of course had reference to the causes, loyal and 
municipal, of the gathering, were most appropriate. Proper 
compliments were paid to the Royal Family, tne Bishop and 
the Rector, the Mavor^ Lord Ravensworth, Mr. Hutt, the Mayor 
and Corporation of Newcastle, the Lord of the Manor, Mrs. 
Mayoress and Miss Hawks, the Askew Family, the Town 
Clerk, &c., &c., &c. The whole arrangements, indeed, of the 
evening, were grAtif j\ng,^Oateshead Observer. 

m — 

York and North Midland. — A correspondent 
itates, with reference to the aaaertion in the letter of Mr. 
J. H. E. Ridley, which appeared in the Times of Tuesday, 
respecting the paragraph quoted from Herapaih*s Railway 
Jowmal, alluding to the reoent falling off in the traffic on the 
above railvray, amounting to about £2,000 per week less than 
at the corresponding period of last year, that, had that gen. 
tleman ascertained Uie facts, he would not have come to the 
conclusion that the decrease arose from the abstraction of 
the traffic by the Great Northern Company and from the 
^neral falling off of railway traffic The Great Northern, 
in connection with the branch of the Manchester, Sheffield, 
and Lincolnshire, was opened for traffic from Peterborough 
to New Holland (opposite Hull) in December last. The 
whole of the traffic on the Great Northern line, extending 
from Peterborough to Grrimsby, 112 miles in length, does not 
produce £2,000 per week; therefore it is quite certain that 
it cannot abstract that amount of traffic from the York and 
North Midland; and it is doubtful whether that line has 
abstracted one-tenth of that amount of traffic. If so, it must 
bare been very lately; as the published traffic returns of the 



York and North Midland Railway from the 1st of January 
to the 81st of March, 1849, amounted to £84,065, while for 
the corresponding period of 1848 they amounted to £88,794, 
showing an increase of £271. Up to that period there ap- 
pears to be no decrease from a falling off in the traffic, or 
from the abstraction of it by the Chreat Northern Railway. 
The fluctuation in the weekly returns during the above 
period, as compared with those of the corresponding weeks 
m 1848, exhibits scarcely a difference of more than £400 per 
week, and frequently not above £100 per week, either way; 
but since the period when the <* cooking of aoeounts" became 
publiol V known, the receipts have declined considerablv ; 
particularly since the resignation of the chairman, and on the 
sudden death of a director and auditor of the company, as 
the following official returns show:— 

1848. 
1849. CorrMpoadiog Dtarttm. 
W0ck. 

Week 6DdiDg April 7 £6.813 ..£7.dRS .. £769 

'• " '* U.. ........ 6,697 ., 7.889 .. 1,198 

•' " •• 91 7.949 .. 8.000 .. 768 

" " 98.. 6.669 .. 7,8»3 .. 1,161 

** May 6 6.944 .. 8,989 .. 9,046 

" 13 6.364 .. 8,370 .. 9.006 

Totsl £40.012 £47,933 £7,991 

From this it will appear that there is somethine more than 
the alleged general falling off in traffic, or the abstraction of 
it bv the Great Northern Company.— Z^mes.-^ [The share- 
holders met in York on Thursday. Mr. Hudson having 
resigned the chair, Sir John Simpson was called upon to 
preside; and a committee of investigation was appointed, 
consisting of G. Kinnear, Esq., banker, GUsgow ; John 
Swan, Esa., banker, York; Michael Stocks, Esq^ solicitor, 
Huddersfield ; John Brooks, Esq., merchant, Brighoose, 
near Leeds; Edward Lloyd, Esq., Stock Exchange, I^mdon; 
and H. Bull, Esq., merchant, London. The following gen- 
tlemen were added to the board of directors: — William 
Crawshay, Esq., London; James Meek, Esq., Lord Mayor of 
York; H. 8. Thompson, Esq., Moat Hall; Joseph Rowntree. 
E«q., York. Inquiries having been made as to the alleged 
** cooking" of traffic returns, it was stated that Mr. Hudson 
admitted the occurrence of <^ irregularities,** but not in the 
tast six months of 1848. No answer could be got to the 
question whether the accounts of the Jirsi six months were 
accurate. The traffic manager, however, stated that the 
Danish blockade had largely reduced the receipts. The 
meeting was adjourned to the 12th of Julv.i 

The Railway in Gateshead.— Messrs. Wilson & 
Gibson, and Messrs Stephenson & Co., have made rapid pro- 
gross with the bridge in West-street. It is an old joke, that a 
proposal was once made to erect a new bridge on the site of an 
old one, and yet to retain the old one till the new one was 
built. This, however, is now being done in Gateshead. The 
new bridge over West-sitreet will occupy the place of the old 
one, and yet the contractors are giving the trains the use of 
the old viaduct until the new one is substituted ! A beginning 
has also been made with the new Gateshead station, to be 
placed on that portion ol the line which lies between the two 
bridges crossing Slant street and Half- Moon -lane, with a 
booking office, &c., in the former thoroughfare. That nook of 
our borough in which West-street, Half- Moon-lane, and Slant- 
street come together, will present a strange assemblage of 
engineering and architectural works, and may well be christened 
"Comical Comer." 

^ 

THE NAVIGATION LAWS. 

This measure went into committee in the House of Lords 
on Monday, May 21 ; and Lord Stanley's amendments (with a 
view to defeat the Bill) were rejected by a majority of Id in 
a house of 219 members— 103 having voted with his loidahip 
and 116 against him. 

The party to which Lord Stanley belongs are very fond 
of talking of reaction; but we shall not, we dare say, hear 
any such argument from them on the present occasion, 
although it might be sustained on grounds to the full as 
strong as have been assumed in many a previous case. Let 
us see, now, how the matter stands. 

When the Bill was read a second time, the number of 
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Ft$n preteot who f oled (U was hj proztrt» it will be remem- 
beifdy thak the mgodcI reading waa aanriad,) were aa followa :— * 

For ib« Bill 106 

AgAlntlil 119 

M«joritf of Patn pmMt aRalnit ih« Bill 14 

la the ocimmittee on Monday laat— jutt one fortnight after 
Iba 4iv)itoQ <>Q the aecond reading— the nDmbert were— 

For Um Bill 116 

Agalottit log 

lltJorit7«rPorr«pf«frat for tho Bill 18 

It thna appears that in committee the npponenta of the 
Bill were reduord from 1 19 to 1U3, whiUt lu aoppoiten bad 
iaaieaaed from 105 to lia 

THE YORK COMMITTEE. 

TO THE PROPRIETORS OF THE YORK, NEWCASTLE, 
AMD BBKWICK RaILWaT. 
ToOR Oommittee direct attention to the terms of their 
appointment, and the powen yetted in them bj the general 
neeting ot »hareholderB held on the 4th of May, which were 
aa fdllowB:— 

1. That a Oommittee be now appointed to inTOvtigate the 
aflkira of this company, and to report thereon from time to 
time to the shareholders; that the inveiitigation embrace all 
snob transactions, matters, and thincs, in the past and present 
management, as tne Committee shall thinlc proper to inquire 
Into; and that the Commitlee have puwer to call for and 
examine all persons, papers, book*, and docaments. in the 
enstody or nnder the control of the companr; to employ snch 
aeoonntants, clerks, engineers, prolessional or other assiat- 
anee, for the better enabling them to conduct snob investiga* 
tion, as they may deem necessarir ; and that they be instracted 
to confer from time to time with, and to make snch sugges- 
tions and recommendations to, the ISoard of Directors, on 
the subject of any existing or propoeed contracts for works, 
biUa in parliament, or other current operations, as ther may 
Uiink desirable for the interests of the proprietors; and that 
the Committee report their opinion to the shareholders as to 
the future management of the company's affairs. 

2. That this meeting at its close stand adjourned to Friday, 
the Isi of June; and, until such meetina, the 'Directors be 
requested not. to allow any bill now before parliament, in 
whieh this company is interested, to proceed beyond the 
first reading in the House of Lords. 

Immediately after the meeting at which these resolutions 
were pansed, Tour Committee met, and entered upon the 
datiea assigned to them. The time which has since elapsed 
has been insufficient to enable your Committee to present 
any report of the aeneral aiEsirs of the comp.iUT. They haTO, 
however, taken all the preliminary steps, and required the 
accessary returns and information, for enabling them to pre- 
sent a detailed report at the esrlie»t possible period. In the 
meantime, their attention has been directed to those matters 
whieh appeared to be most urgent, and requiring early con- 
sidemtioii, consisting of— 

1. The Bills now before Parliament. 

2. Existing Contracts for Works. And, 

S. The Branch Lines of Railway already sanctioned by 
Parliament, but the works of which haye not been 
eommenceo. 
And to these several matters this report is confined. 
L BILLS IN PARLIAMENT. 
The eompany is now in parliament for three several bills, 
the whole of which have passed the Commons, and also the 
first reading in the Home of Lords. Iliese bills are— i. The 
Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Leasing Bill —2 The Mary- 
port and Carlisle Kailway Leasing Bill.^S. The Barmoor 
Branches, &c, Bill. These bills will be referred to in their 
order. 

1. Th9 NfweaslU and Oarfiile Railway heating Bill, 

S. The Martfport and UtirliUe Bailway Leating BilL 

These two bills may be conveniently considered together. 

It will be in the recollection of the shareholders that at 

the last half-yearly meeting, the question of leasinjr the 

Newcsstle and CArlisle and Maryport and Carlisle Rauwaya 

iraa one of the subjects for considention. Mr. Hndson, pur- 



port! 
had< 



irting to act as Ghairman and on behalf of this compioji 

d entered into an agreement, on the 5th of July, 1848, that, 
in case necessary powers should be obtained under the aa- 
thority of parliament, this company i^honld take a perpetual 
lease of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, on terms of pay- 
ment, by this company, of an annual rental of per cent on 
the share capital of the NewcAstle and CarliMe Railway 
Company, amonuting to £1,550,000, for 8^ year «, from the 1st 
of January, 1848 and 7 per cent, on such share capital frem 
the expiration of ttiat period during the continuance of snch 
lease; and that this company should pay off all existing debts 
and liabilities, and take all the property of the Newcastle i^d 
Carlisle Company. Mr. Hndson, purporting to act as Chair- 
man and on behalf of this company, had also entered into an 
agreement with the Ma^port and Carli^e Railway Company, 
for a perpetual lease of the latter company s line, from toe 
Ist of Octol^r, 1848, on terms of paying 4 per cent, interest 
on the share capital of the Maryport and (Arlisle Company, 
amounting to £170,125^ and the payment by this compsny o) 
all the debts and liabilitiea of the Maryport and Carlisle 
Company, not exceeding in the whole (including the share 
capital) the sum of £4AO.000. Such interest of 4 per cent, oi^ 
the share capital to be increased 1 per cent, in the event of 
this company paying 9 per cent, on its capital stock; or, at 
the option of this company, to pay off the shareholders of the 
Maryport and Carlisle Company at par; and in such agree- 
ment it was stipulated that both the lesiors and le»8eea 
thonld use their nest enaeavours to obtain, at the expense ol 
the lessees, in the present session of parliament, the neeea- 
sary powers to carry snch agreement into effect, and should, 
if necessary, renew such powers in any subsequent seskion qr 
sessions of parliament. 

Possession of the Newcastle and Carlisle and the Maryport 
and Carlisle Railways was taken nnder the agreements; ana 
the lines have since been worked by the servants of this comr 
pany, a charge being made for the same against the Carlisle 
railways; bat this has been done without any sanction of the 
shareholders of thi^ company, and the funds of the Carlisle 
companies have not been mixod with the funds oi this com- 
pany. Upon the Directors giving notice of their intention to 
pring such leases before the last half yearly meeting^ a very 
strong opinion was expressed bv the shareholders against the 
terms of agreements which had been entered into. The billfc 
however, for leasing these railways, having been introduoea 
into parliament, Mr. Hudson souaht and obtained, at that 
meeting, the sanction of the shareholders to such bills bein^K 
proceeded with, on the understandin||| that the same fthouid 
be nermiasive only, and not to be exercised until the authority 
of the shareholders was first obtiuned: and Mr. HudSCon then 
stated that he did not compUin at all that the arrangement 
fell through, aa the shareholders would thus have a longer 
time to consider whether they would enter into the arrang»> 
ment or not, and he would endeavour to brin^ forwiurd 
hereafter a scheme which would be perhaps less objectionable 
to the shareholders of this company, and perhapa equaUy 
satisfactory to the Director* of the Carlisle companiea. 

Your Committee have, therefore, directed their attention 
to the^e hilU, with a view to ascertain that the powers 
thereby sorght to be conferred are permissive only, and not 
to be exercised but by the authority of a general meeting of 
ahureholders. As the bill originally stood, three fifths of the 
Newcastle and C«rlisle shareholders were required to assent» 
while the assent of a minority only of the shareholders in this 
company was required to the lease. Your Committee, there- 
fore, required tne wording of the leasing clause to be 
amended, before the same passed the third reading in the 
House of Commons, so as to render the a»sent of three fiftl^ 
of the proprietors of this company necessary to the exercise 
of the leasing powers. Alterations to the same effect have 
been made in tne Maryport and Carlisle bilL 

Your Committee have not yet hiid the o]>portunity of 
inquiring into the policy of this company's leasing these two 
lines of railway, either upon the terms contained in the 
agreements or upon any modification thereof, and thev ther^ 
fore refrain from expressing any opinion at present thereoo; 
but as the bills in tneir amended state cannot be operative 
until three-fifths of the shareholders present at a meeting 
epecially convened for the purpose shall determine to make 
them aOf and the bills al»o leave the tenna open to fntnra 
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MTeementy jonr Coinin!ttee lee no reMon to intexfere further 
with the progreti8 of tho^e bills in parliament 

3. The Barmoor Branches, dfc , BUL 

Powers are soaght hj thia bill for the following purposes:— 

1. The formation of a short branch from the main Berwick 
Tine to Barmoor in Northumberland. 

SL The formation of a branch from the main line to Aln- 
mouth in Northumberland. 

8. The formation of a short branch line to the Newcastle. 
npon-Tjne quaj, in substitution of a branch previouslj 
authorized by parliament. 

4. An extension oi the time for making the branch to 
Hljtli, and a like extension of time for making the 
Thirsk and Mai ton branches. 

6. Power to subscribe not exceeding £150,000 towards the 
Sunderland dock. 

Tour Committee, havin|; dulj considered the four first* 
named objects, are of opinion that the powers soaght, or 
some of them, may be advantageous to the company, and they 
therefore do not recommend any interference with the fur- 
ther progress of the bill in parliamert, so far as those objects 
are concerned; nor do they suggest any alterations in the 
▼arious clauses applicable to such objects. Your Commit ee 
have deemed it their duty, however, to require a material 
alteration to be made in the clause of the bill authorizing the 
subscription to the Sunderland dock, before they permitted 
the bill to pass the third reading in the House of Commons. 
The alteration required by your Committee being one. the 
introduction of which, in the House of Lords, wonld, looking 
to the standing orders of that house, have been at least 
doubtful, your Committee have assumed the responsibility, 
without waiting for the present meeting, of requiring such 
alteration to be made in the House of Commons, under the 
circumstances which they now proceed to bring under the 
notice of the shareholders. 

The Sonderland dock was projected in the year 1845. At 
early as the month of March in that year, a scheme for the 
formation of docks at Sunderland was commenced by parties 
connected with opposing interi sts. The prospectus of the 
present Sunderland Dock Company was issued on the 18th 
of October in that year, with the name of Mr. Hudson aa 
Chairman. The capiul wa« stated in the prospectus to be 
£225,000, but appears to have been afterwards increased to 
£300,000. The first occasion on which the subject of a sub- 
scription, on the part of this company, was brought before 
the nhareholderx, was at a special meeting held on the 16th 
of January, 1846, when Mr. Hudson gave the following ex- 
planation (see Yorkshire Gaztite of January 17, 1846):— 

'* In Iba MbeiDtf wbioh b« bad to bring befora ibe «bareboldrn tbey 
bsd DO lera than tbre« doeka involved. Anoiber dock was lb* dork at 
Sonderland. (Applauee.) He bopcd that ihey «ould not Uilnk bim 
gailty OI a job in ibac maUer. (LHUgbirr and applauM.) If it wrr« a 
j^ bo bad taken a very large intereftt in it ; and b« would not recom- 
■Mod tbi* oompanj lo uke part in tb« eontlruction of ibia dook. If bo 
•are not pvrfeotlj MtUfiad ibaC ii would pro** adtanlageout for tbrm 
to oootiruot it, and tbat tbe pablie would ba ben^fltrd by It. Tba 
Dinolors proposed tbat tbe aonipanj ibould auboaribe £7i 000 for tbo 
aooatrttriloii of ihia dock : tbe reoBainder would ba foond b j tba people 
of Sunderland. In fiiot, ic bad bern aubaeribed and tbe money paid. 
He bad cuierod into tbia proJMit aubject to tbe sanation of ibia meeting ; 
and if they did not hka tbe invritmeut, be ahould ba bappy to take it 
binteir " 

Tbe Ronoarabla Chairman •ubmltted a aeriea of reaolotioDS. whioh 
vara all uoanimoualr adop(«pd, vis..(iNlr oiiajC^- 
^Tbac ihe Direatora b« aui-hortsi'd tu subevribaibe aain ot£75fiOO 
lowarda tbe ronnatiou of docks at Sunderland." 

Immediaieiy alter the meetinK at which this resolution was 
passed, ke«en o\ tbe Din^tors of tbia company, viz., Mr. 
HudkOP, Mr. Da»ieK, Mr. James Richardson, Sir John 
Simpson, Mr. Oxiey, Mr. Plews, and Mr. Tet*, executed the 
subscripiinn coniraci for the Sunderland dorks lor 400 shares 
each, and Mr. Nicholas Wood, anoiber direclor, for 200 shares, 
making in the whole 3,000 abaren, at £25 each, or £7d,000, 
and which then formed one-fourth part of the enliie capital of 
tbe Sunderland Dock Company. Tbe sum of £1 7». 61. per 
abare was then paid bv this company as a deposit on the 3,000 
shares, amounting to £4,125. 
In tbe seiisioo of parliament of 1846, the Sunderland Dock 

Company procured ao act lor the conitttnciion of the dock. 

When tbat bill firat went into parliament it contained clauses 
aatliorizing this company to subacribe £75,000 towards tbe 

doek. It is stated, tio««ver» to yoor Oommittee, that these 



elaoses were struck oat by Lord Shaftesbury, on the froond 
then held by bis lordship tbat a railway company ought non te 
be permitted lo subucribe towards tbe formation of a dock— a 
view which was afterwards overruled by the Hou^e of Lords, 
but too late to secure the it in«ertii n of the eraaed clauses. 

No eall was made upon the »har«>bolder!t in the Sunderland 
Do<:k C'impany durini^ tbe )ear 1846, in which tbe a<-t passed. 
In 1847, the dock companv made t«o calN, via., on the 7ih ol 
May, £1 124. 6J.: on the 27ih of September, £8. These calls 
on the 3,000 shares were paid out of the funds ol this company. 
In 1848 the Sunderland D<x:k Company made the following 
callti, vis., April, £3; August, 4*3 10^.; November, £3 10a; 
tt»tal, £9 per share. These calls were also pat.l outuf the funds 
of tbe company. In 1849, the dock company has made one 
call, viz., on tbe 15th of March, £2 10<., which has also been 
paid out of the funds of thiji con pany ; maklnie altogether 
£17 \0i. per share paid op on each Sunderlan'f dock share of 
£'i&; and assuming the number of shares held by or for this 
company to be 3,000. the amount of deposit and calls oo paid 
thereon, up to Ibe I5lh of March last, amountN to £52 500 of 
the £75,000 originally agreed to he subitcribed. No application 
was made in the s«*«tion of 1817 for parliamentary powers to 
subscribe the £75,000, the Directors appearing to have relied 
upon the revolution of the genrral mfeting of the 16ih of 
January, 1846, not only as authortiy to Kubsvribe. but to pay 
the calls as they became due. In Novemher of 1817, bowcter, 
hdvinir then paid two callx, (which, wiih £1 7%. 6>l. deposit, 
made £6 per share, or £18.000 on the 3,000 shares,) the 
Directors gave public notice of application to parliament in 
the session ol 1818, for, amonsst other matters, ''power to 
subkcrihe towards tbe construction of Sunderland docks.** The 
draft of a bill for that object was prepared, and has been pro^ 
duced to your Committee; but in December, 1847, the 
Directors resohed not then to proceed with that bill, the com- 
pany having other bills in parliament with » hit hit wa« deemed 
more expedient to proceed. In March of 1848, theMilicitors 
frtate, they had instructions to endeavour to carry a bill Ibroogb 
parliament for sub)(cri(>infr towards the Sunderland docks, 
upon the notice they bad given in tbe previous No«tmber; bnt 
the Standing Orders Committee relu«ed, at tbat late period, to 
allow the bill to proceed. On tbe 14ih of November last tbe 
Directora iosioed a ptinted circular lo the shareholders, with a 
ststement of* this company's po»ition, in which Ibe SunilerlaDd 
dock subscri|,tion is mentioned as one of tbe item«, making op 
tbe gross sum which will be rrquired for works in progress, 
and for works proposed to be taecuted. In that printed 
circular the Directors state—'^This company has a collateral 
interest in the Sunderland Dock Company, to which tbe share- 
holders authorized tbe Directora to subKcribe. Parliamentary 
sanction has not yet been obtained for this subscription, in 
consequence ol the rrqiii»ite power having, from accidental 
circumstances, been omitred to be soujiht for last session; bnt, 
in the ensuins session, this will be remedied." In the last 
half-yearly statement of accounts, ending tlie 31st oi December 
last, and sent to tbe khareholders on the I3ib of Febniary,a 
week prior to tbe half-yearly meeting, tbe following entry 
appears:*** Dr, to Sunderland Docks, £62.687 XO*.' No obser- 
vation wan made upon this item by any sbareholder at tbe half- 
yearly meeting on the 20ih of February; at which meeting the 
present bill, authorizing the subscription of £150,000 towards 
the Sunderland dock'', was produced, and the following resofu- 
tion was passed with reference to such bill and the leasing bills, 
which were then also produced :— *' That each of tbe said bills 
be approved, and that the Directors be authorized to make socb 
alterations as they may deem desirable, and as the legislatare 
mav sanction or desire." 

Yoor Committee havinr thus given in detail tbe circnm" 
stances under which £75,000 was agreed to be subscribed 
towards the Sunderland docks, and also the subsequent pro. 
ceedings thereon, hav« now to direct attention lo the fact that 
the item of £62^17 lO^. appearing in the last half-yearly 
account to ha«e been then paid lowardn Sunderland docks, and 
which has been since increased to £91,799 18i. lid., exceeds 
considerably tbe calls made on the 3,000 shares to wbieb 
reference has been made. On inquiry into the circumktaoces 
under which this excess of payment has been made,yonr Com- 
mittee ba«e ascertained that 2345 additional kharei were 
purchased by Mr. Hudson on the Sunderlsnd dock undertaking, 
principally in the year 1847, and transferred into tbe names of 
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bittnlf ABd two other DireHort, and that ealTi have been paid 
•at of I be fuodt of tbi« enrapaoy not only on aeconot of the 
8XN)0 iharct onaioaDj a*reed to" lie tobscribed for, but alfo 
QpoD ihege additional 3^45 Bharet. The purchase ol the^e 
additional thaeit, and the reasont which led to it, ba^e formed 
the sobjeet ol eaiended inquiry and ioTestiitation on the part of 
your Committee, who will be prepared to set forth in ihrir final 
faport the whole of the facts attendant upon such purchases, 
aod the opinion of the Committee tbereon. In the oirantime 
yoor Committee have rrqaired the clause of the bi:l auihorizinff 
a tobucription im the p«rt of this company V* the exirnt of 
£\SOfiiOO to be amended, before the same left the House of 
Commono, by the insertion of the lollowing clause :—'* Pro. 
vided always that the Directors shall not exercise thennthoriiy 
hereby granted, to anv ari'Aier extent than the sum of £7/^,000, 
being tbe amount of 3 000 i^hares of £25 each, -in the said docic 
eoaipan\ , without the assent of a majority of the shareholders 
present at some meeting specially coorrned for the purpose." 
That pro\iso hating been added to the clause, it will be for the 
shareholders herealter to deteimine upon the course to be taken 
with regard to those additional shares. To the extent of the 
3,000 sbares originally subscribed tor, your Committee do not 
hesitate to express their uianimous opinion that the company 
is fairly and rquitalily bound, taking into consideration that 
tbe same wan sanctioned by a general meeting of shareholders, 
before the liability was incurred by the eight Directors who 
signed the subscription contract; and that the factol this com- 
pany being such subscribers lo the Sunderland dock has been 
trom lime to time brought under the notice ol iheshareholdersy 
aod attempt*, however ineffectual, made lo secure parliamentary 
powers for such subscription. With tbe modification in the 
bill which yoor Committee has thus eauiied to be introduced, 
they are ol opinion that the same may advantageourly pass. 

2. EXISTING CONTRACTS FOR WORKS, &c. 

In considering thecxpediency of proceeding «ith the different 
contemplated new works, your Committee hate had revard, not 
ooly to the supposed advantages and disadvantages of each, 
but to the policy of increasing tbe pecuniary engagements of 
the oompany at the present time, even for works of admitted 
atility to the public and advantage to thethareholders. 

Tas Tynk Docaa.— Powers were obtained by this com- 
pany, in 1847, for constructing docks at Jarrow Slake, on the 
south side ol the rivrr Tyne, near to the town of South Shields. 
The capital autboriied by tbe act to be raised for tbe purpose, 
was £ldO/)00, •lib power to borrow a further sum of £50,000. 
The lormalioa of these ducks is said to be necessary lor the 
batiar shipment of coals on the Tyne, the traffic in which is 
repieseoted lo your Committee to be capable of very considerable 
increase, and to require additional accommodation to that which 
is possessed at South Shields, where this company has now 
twelve drops or places for shipment of coals in the river. Your 
Committee have had considerable evidence upon this subject 
from Mr. Nicholas Wood, a Director of this company; and 
also from Mr. Allport, tbe Traffic Manager, and Mr. Harrison, 
tbe Engineer; «hieh evidence has been revised and approved 
by the Qeneral Board of Directors. Your Committee find that 
kbe estimate ol the probable cost of consti acting the Tyae 
Docks is DOW £300,OioO; and, uking into account many eoo- 
tiafcBt cireum»unces which appear to year Committee to 
attach to these works, the amount may be considerably 
increased. The Directors are stated to ha«e agreed to let tbe 
works on tbe I3.h of February. last, at the sum ol £148,000; 
bat tbia does not include the necessary machioerv at the docks 
Bor tbe prices of land to be purchased. On tbt26.h of March, 
the Directors gave instructions to the Engineer to stop any 
works from being proceeded with; and the suspension is still 
eonlinned. The Committee ha«e viewed the »ite of the pro- 
posed docks, and also the extent of means now possessed by 
the company for shipping coals at Shields. They atUch due 
weight to the opinions which have been expressed in favour of 
increased nceommodatioo for tbe full de«elopment of the coal 
traffle which may be brouibi upon tbia railway; and, to a 
certain extent, your Committee coincide therein. They are 
also of opinion that the coaMraffio would be more conveniently 
carried on by shipping in a dock at Jarrow, than by the drops 
now in use ; but the Committee are not, at present, prepared to 
advise the large ontlay of capital necessary to secure this 
advantage; and thcgr have omacd atepa la be taken to asoertain 



whether additional facilitiea hr the ahlpoMtit of eoala nay not 
be obtained at South Shields at a comparatiTely light cost, f n 
the meantime they recommend that the interdict upon pro- 
ceeding with tbe works should be continued. Tbe perioa lor 
purchasing tbe land does not expire ootil July, 18S0; and 
the company have vet four years for completing the works. 

NswcAaTLB STATION.—The contract for the formation of 
this station was let, some time ago, lor £92,007^ and ia now 
being proceeded with. Year Committee have learnt with satis- 
faction that the Directors bad contemplated a considerable 
diminution in the works there, aod bad stayed the erection of 
the arcade, portico, aod hotel— a course in which tbe Committee 
fullv concur. 

Your Committee bare not interfered in any of the other 
current works of the company, and which embrace— 

1. The High Level Bridge at Newcastle. 

2. The Bridge at Berwick. 

3. The Warkworth Branch. 

4. The Kelso Branch. 

5. The Alowick Branch. 

6. The Washington Branch and Monkwearmontb Extenaion. 
Most of these works are rapidly approaching completion. 
Your Committee are iifformed by tbe Engineer that all eitra 

works are measured up by him, and paid for monthly, and not 
permitted to run into arrear— a mode of transacting bosinett 
of which tbe Committee cannot too bikhly approve. 

Your Cemmittee have found contracts existing for the snpply 

of a larger quantity of iron rails and sleepers than appear to 

be required by tbe company, and some of which were in coone 

of shipment and delivery. Your Committee have suggested to 

( the Directors to stay further delivery thereof for the present 

3. BRANCH LINES OP RAILWAY SANCTIONED 
BT PARLIAMENT. 

TB8 woaas or which havb bbkm let. butnotcomhrvcbd. 

Tub Bishop Auckland Bb a ncb.— Powers have been 
obtained by this company for makinc a branch railway from 
the Bishop Auckland coal-distrct, to ioin the main line of the 
company's railway at Leamside, between Durham and Broekley 
Whins. The estimated eapeose ol forminc this branch, a* suted 
lo your Committee by tbe company's Engineer, is £332,000. 
The Directors resolved to let the eontract for making this 
branch on the 2d of April last, to Messrs. Rush & Lawton,for 
£22t,500, but on condition that they should not make any 
afrangement for extending the works, unless they receive 
instructions from the Engineer. This amount is ezolosiTC of 
rails, sleepers, stations, and land. The compulsory powers of 
the company for taking tbe land on the south side of tbe river 
Wear, about a mile in length, will expire on the 27th of Joly 
next. The Directors have given the usual notice for taking 
these lands. The compulsory powers for taking lands on the 
remaining portion of the branch will not expire until the year 
18AI ; and the company having yet four years' time for making 
the works, your Committee have suggested to the directors to 
delay any present proceeding upon the contract. 

Tbb PsNauBB Bbanch.— This intended branch railway if 
of about seven miles in length, commencing near the Victoria 
bridge ovw the river Wear, on the main line, and terminating 
at Sunderland dock. The Engineer's estimate of cost is 
£lOOfiOO, The Directors resolved to let the contract for the 
work«, on the 2i of April last, to Messrs. Rush & Lawton, for 
£63,000, but on the same condition as the Auckland branch, 
viz., that they should not make any arrangement lor executing 
the works unless they receive instructiitns Irom the Engineer* 
I'he compulsory powers of the company lor the purchase of 
land on this branch will expire on the 27tb ol July next, and 
the Bkual notice bas been given by the Directors for taking 
these lands. Tbe company have yet two years' time for com. 
pleting tbe worka; and yoor Committee have, therefore, 
suggested to the Directors, that, on this branch also, they 
should delay any present proceedings upon tbe contract. 

Your Committee will attend at the adfourned meeting advcr- 
tlBcd for the 1st of June, which is necessary to remove the 
suspension on the bills in parliament which took place by the 
resolution of the meeting ol the 4ih inst.; i>ut they think ft 
due to distant sharebolders to apprise them that, having in this 
report set forth all tbe information they have it in their power 
for the present to communicate, the Committee will then movc^- 

1. That this report be received and adopted. 

3. That the meeting he farther adjoarncd to the Utb of July 
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D. Maglabbn. 
Jambb Lbbghman* 

JOBN KlPLINO. 

John 8bibld. 
R. P. PaiLiriON. 

Tork, If ty 96, 1849. Gbobbb Lbbman, Seeretory. 

, » 

Tbb Gatbsbkad Pbrambulation.-— The local bis- 
foriaa will be puzzled, a hundred years heoce, to fli ihedate 
of Ibe Gateshead Umndary-riding of 1849. In Newcaitle, he 
vill Bod it recorded that it oocorred on the 17tb o> May ; in 
Shields, the 3lit of May; io Gateshead, the 24ib of May. 
Raleigh miKht well say that it was no jol^e writing history. 

Y0B.B9 Nbwcastle, and Bbrwick RAiLWAV.^The 
tninl[S and branches cooprised in this line, with their respective 
leagths in miles, are thus given by the EaUway TVmes:— 

Ortat North or Engknd 48 

Now«astl« and Darliogtoo .«.•••...« • ^\ 

Brandling Janeifoo |..... f7( 

RevMSile ud B#rwlek 66 

NowtMtIo sad North BbMds 7| 

Pontop and Bontb Bbields Sl| 

Bziention to Mookwsnrasoeth ..••••••• Of 

Dnrbam and Banderlaad • I7| 

HarUepool til 

••••»•••••.•.•••••••••• ••••..•■••••r Vg 

•••••••.•»<•••*•••••••••••••.••..••• aa 

id|ia**»**»*« •••••••••• •.•••••••^•••r 'g 

Total ^..- loo 

Tbe Newcastle and Carlisle and the Marypert are to be 
** amalgamated ;** tbe Washington branch is completed; tbe 
Tbirsk and Maltoot Team Talley, Auckland, Pensber, Quay- 
side, Blyih, Barmoor, Kelso, Warkworth, and Alnmouth 
bimnebes, are in embryo. 

Wbitsumtide in Gatb8BBad.—- On Whit-Monday, 
179 ef theehildreo of St. John's Sunday-school, Gateshead, with 
Ikefa* taachers and obeir. enjoyed one of tbe most charming 
imikway-trips which oar district offers— tbe trip to Warkworth. 
It waa a lovely sea-side day, and the travellers bad a rich 
faiiety of scenery spread before tbem for their e^ioymeot. 
Tbe Reotor, the Rev. William Atkinson, (by whom tbe cost of 
tbe trip and refreshments was muniflcently defrayed,) wa« ol 
tbe party; and also his curate, the Rev. S. C. Campbell. 133 of 
Ibe yeaeger obildren, who remaiaed behind, were regaled with 
lea and eake^ by Mrs. Atkinson, at the rectory.— The children el 
the St Mary's schools bad their annual treat oo Tuesday. They 
walked from eborch io long processioo,and threatened i^conneet 
lis porch and tbe doorway ol tbe National School with a living 
lia^ to endless seemed the little regiment At the same time 
tbe obildren of tbe Methodist New Connection schools were 

Knitting chapel for the tea-t%ble— a vast and happy throng. 
I was a pleasure to look upon them, and to mark the oare 
eateaded over them by their teachers. Tbe Sunday school 
teaeber, indeed, is, to the thoagbtful mind, a eitigen worthy of 
tbe highest honours of tbe State ; and who shall despair of tbe 
fepnblie, when he knows that all over tbe land tbe WbtUnatide 
of Gateshead was enacted t 

Gatbshbad MBCBANica* Inbtitotb. — At tllB 
BBontbly Dieeting of the Committee, on Thursday, May 81, 
(William Kelt, Em|., V.P., in tbe ohair,) tour new memberf 
veto admitted, «iv., Messrs. Alfred Hartl«y, Thomas Hutchin. 
eoB, Joseph W. Oliver, and John Wilsoa.— New books were 
Ofdered as follows:— Tbe Proteetor, bv D*Aabigne; tbe Mental 
and Moral Dignity of Woman, by B. Parson*; the History 
and Description of Tyaemoath, bv W. S. Gibson ; tbe History 
of the Freocb RevoUitions (T. W. Redhead); Politioal and 
Soeial Renaomy, by G. H. Barloo; Memoirs of Francis Hor- 
ner; aad Worsley's Priae E^say oa Juvenile Depravity.— The 
foUowiag donationo of books were prsseated to tbe society, vis., 
Ike *> Ipewicb Teespcranee Traets," by W. C. Walters, Esq.; 
aad tiK Prize Essay on the Sabbath. ^ Heaven*8 Antidote to • 
tke Cnrse of Ubowr," and the << Pearl of Days," %f tbe Rev. 
W. Hawks. Thanks were voted to the donors.— The Hoasa 
OoaMBittee were appointed to eaamioe tbe books of tbe library 
during the Newoaaile taoe week. Tbe Secfetaries were ordered 
la poHaat a napy nf Cba new oUalagBa la the Litsiary and 



Pbilosopbical Society, aad Ibe Meehaaiea* Iastitnle,Neweust1ik 
The Librarian handed in a list of members who bad omitted to 
pay fines incurred by keeping out books beyond Ihe stipulated 
time, and was ordered to demand payment of the same forth- 
with, and to report to the neat meeting of the Cominitiee.— A 
representation being made that mu«h dis»atislaetion esistsd 
among some of the subscribers that the catalogue was not sold 
at a lover price, it was explained that the price fixed oo^ 
covered the expense of pnniing, putting out of consideration 
the time and labour beiiio«ed oo its preparalion by several 
members of the Committee; and it was thought, therefore, that 
BO member of the institution ought to hogrtidge the payment; 
more especially as the money went into the funds tor pui^ 
chasing books, &v., for the general benefii of the members. 

Matrimony bbtwbbn tub Twbbd and thb Tvnb. 
«-ln Nnrthumberldod tbe marriages have increased regularly 
from 1844 to 1848; so they inereased in Newoastle-on-Tyne, 
situated in tbe county, indicating pretty clearly that it is the 
continued increase in the trade of that seaport, and the places 
adjacent and connected with its trade, which ia theeause of the 
increaseu marriages in the county. The numbers in the winter 
quarter were:— 

Nowaaiitlo. VofftboaibsrluiA. 

1844 391 .... fifij 

1845 313 .... fi03 

1846 306 .... 630 

1847 33:) .... 658 

1848 367 .... 681 

In proponion to the p«*polation, the marriages in the tows of 
Newcastle are twice as numerous as the marriagea in tbe ebole 
county of Northumberland; and a similar diHerence is observed 
betwreo the marriages io other towns and other counties. i| 
may be mentioned, too, that in the shipbuilding town of 
Sunderland, as in Newcastle, the marriages have increased in 
1847 and 1848; though, contrary to tbe general rale, they 
deeraased in 1846. Tbe numbers were— In 1814, 186; ISiflL 
aOO; 1846,197; 1847,306; 1848, 2l4.-£roaomMl. 

Our Principal Export8. — The declared falue of 
theexporta of the prinelpal articles ol Britinh and Irish produce 
and manufactures, in lUe three months of 1847, 1848, and 1849, 
ending on tbe 6th ot April, was as follows:— 

1817. 1848. 1849. 

Bati«r 4t8188 .. £;lo»4«8 .. £4a.8ig 

Candlss lO.iWtt .. lO.iSO .. ltt,18g 

Gbcese 7,SU .. 6.184 .. 4408 

ComisandCuIn 174.915 .. UhA(^ .. 988.144 

Coiton Msnufkatarss .... 4.4«3.I77 .. 4,194.898 .. 4 789.434 

Cotton Tsrn 9-18,178 .. 1.9I.V075 .. 1,989.874 

BartlMn«iai« 914.918 .. 904890 .. 197.038 

GISM 70A6C .. 69.101 .. 67.446 

Bsrdwart and Cadsry «• 817.467 .. 606.987 .. 449J90 

Herriogi 87,71(6 .. 17.76ft .. I8j077 

Lsnther.WroQgbtand Un- 

wroofftt 79.304 •• eo.Offt •• 9t«S96 

liioen MaooflMtarss .... 741^60 .. 769.194 .. 781,638 

Linen Tarn 161.914 .. 197,710 .. |8«;M8 

Masbinery S07,9i9 .. M8.88U .. 77.8I|9 

Metals:— 

Iron end Steel 907 9S3 .. 1. 158,8^8 .. 938.018 

Copper and Brass .... 430,!73 .. 996 967 .. 448.788 

Lead 41.617 .. 19819 .. 44.045 

Tin, Uowrsogbt 80.199 .. 84.794 .. 10.449 

Tin Plates 9(4,1M4 .. 199.871 .. 140.988 

Salt 69.798 .. 98.980 .. 65,974 

Silk Manursotures 968.615 •• 164.051 .. 18ft,9a 

Soap 96.698 .. 4l>.4tf0 .. S9.I90 

Basar.Bdlned 99.689 .. 114 894 .. 108,980 

Wool. Sheep or Lambs'.. (I9.9;i7 .. 49.f94 .. 99.648 

Woollen Tarn 189.048 .. 166.188 .. 189.494 

Woollen Maaulbetorm .. 1,487.004 .. 1.966.838 .. 1^7.619 

Tslsl £11.349,117 411.066.997 419.1V.87I 
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THE HIGH LEVEL BRIDGE. 

Thb oontnctora for the cxecntion ot the ironwork of this 
QDiqne and maKDifioent stractore, Meisrs. Hawks, Crawshay^ 
fc Soosy of the Gateshead Ironworks, celebrated on Thursday, 
Jnoe If the oompletion of the last arch. 

The first pile of this great viadact, forming part of the 
York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, was driven on the d4tb 
of April, 1846, in the presence of iu designer, Robert Stephen- 
son, Esa., M.P. The first segment of the first arch was plaeed 
on the loth of Jaly, 1848; and the last arch was closed, as 
above stated, on the 7th of Jnoe, 1849! 

George Hawks, Esq., J>P., the senior partner of the firm, who 
is also Mayor of Gateshead, had been presiding over a meeting 
of the Coancil, held in the townhall, adjacent to the bridge, and 
intited his coUeagnes to aocompany him, and witness the 
interesting ceremony. The invitation being gladly accepted, 
the Aldermen and Cooncillors walked with his Worship to the 
lower platform of the viadiiet, intended for the use of foot-pas. 
senxers, carriages, horses, 5ic., the railway being laid on the 
platform above. The pan^ passed along the elegant, 
«athedral.likc gidlery, 80 feet above the river, to the fifth arch 
from Gateriiead; being the second arch from Newcastle^ or the 
first river.areh on the northern side. Here were assembled the 
workmen employed in the oonstroction and erection of the 
ironwork; with Mr. Charlton, the foreman of the engineers, 
and Mr. Clarke, the foreman of the foanders. Mr. Hosking 
was also present— the inspector of the works — who has, 
practically, carried out the design of the architect, with the 
advantage of that gentleman's cooosel whenever it was called- 
for, and also the assistance and advice of T. B. Harrison, Esq., 
C.E., the company's resident engineer. We believe we may 
say, with the full approbation of the engineers and ooatractorsi 
that the greatest credit is due to Mr. Hosking for the skill and 
care with which he has conducted this great and difficolt work 
to its consummation. Among the spectators, in addition to the 
Aldermen and CouDcillors, were Colonel and Mrs. Pole, Mrs. 
Mayoress and Miss Hawks, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Green, Mr. and 
Mrs. FeatberstonehauRb, Mr. and Mrs. Potter (Walbottle), 
Mr. and Mrs. Kel), Mr. E. Crawshay, &c Two or three 
Turkish gentlemen, too, mingled with the crowd, and gave 
an interesting diversity to the scene. They were from the 
Gateshead Ironworks— where they have been placed by the 
Sultan of Turkey, to acquire knowledge and skill that may 
benefit themselves and their country. 

The dosing of the aroh took place at the aeoond of the four 
ribs, eounting from the west, and at the lower segment, next 
to Newcastle. The Mayor, by whom the task was to be per- 
formecL east off his coat, that, like a true English mechuiio, 
he might " look like his work." The last key in the tension 
chains, forming the abutments, was then inserted, and, with 
a hammer made for the ooeasion, was driven up by Mr. 
Hawks to its bearing, amidst load and ffeneral cheering. 

Thus, he said, with this hammer I haye struck the last 
blow at the last arch, and crowned the labours of the skilful 
and industrious workmen by whom I am sorrounded. God 
prosper the work of our hands 1 May it go on to the end to 
the satisfaction of all who hear me. and of our employers, (he 
directors of the railway 1 (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Sohorey. the Superintendent of the Gateshead Police, 
who had been liberating port and sherry with more satisfac- 
tion than he locks up his prisoners, now sent ** bumper glasses** 
ronnd among the company. The Maror gave the toast, " God 
sare the Queen and tne Borongh of Gateshead," which was 
received with general acclamations, the lustiest being those of 
the honest ^ Fnstian Jackets." 

Mr. Hosking, who had for some time been critically 
examining the key, rose up and pronounced that it was 
< well driven and a good fit;" whereupon there was another 
ronnd of cheers in honour of the Mayor. 

The hammer — an object of much curiosity— was passed 
from hand to hand, ana closely scrutinized. The shaft was 
of rosewood, and tne head of brass. The face bore visible 
marks of the prowess of our Chief Magistrate. The hammer, 
we understand, will be deposited in the Castle at the end of 
the bridge, in the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries, 
bearing the crests of the Hawks and Crawshay families, and 
the following insoriptions. On the ohrerse:— *' The last key 
of the tie-coains of the High LotoI Bridge between New- 



castle and Gateshead, was driven with this hanmar, by 
George Hawks, June 7, 1849." On the roTerse:- ** Contiae- 
tors for the Ironwork of the High Level Bridge, Geoige 
Hawks, George Crawshay, sen., CFeorge Crawsnay, jun., 
Gateshead Ironworks. Foreman, Thomas Charlton. In- 
spector, John Hosking." 

The workmen, before thev left the bridge, sat down to a 
long table, and enjoyed tnemselTes with strong ale and 
tobacoo, with the ** union Jack" hangina above their heads. 
Mr. Hawks, as he passed, was inntea to join them in a 
glass, and, in proposing tneir healths, congratulated them 
on the success of their labours. Whatever merit belonged to 
the contriver and conductor of the work, and to himself and 
his partners, who were the contractors, they could have done 
nothing without skilled and industrious mechanics, such as 
he saw before him. (Cheers.) Thej were all helpless with- 
out each other; and it was always his ¥rish,a8 it was his duty 
and interest, to work in harmony with the men whom he and 
his nartnen employed. (Cheers.) 

The Mayor and Mr. E. Crawshay afterwards met at dinner 
the heads of the several departments of their works, and also 
Mr. Hosking, Mr. Maekie, and Mr. Alderman Cummins (con- 
tractor with Mr. Firbank for the painting of the bridge). The 
entertainment was provided at the Hal! Bfoon inn, by Miss 
Murray; and the company spent a pleasant evening. 

The traffic of the railway, as is generally known, is now 
accommodated by a temporary bridge, running by the side of 
the permanent stmctnre. The latter, now nearly completed, 
willbe opened shortly— on some day to be fixed, we behove, at 
the general meeting of the shareholders on the 11th of July, 
Probably the 1st of August will be the day. 

No great work was ever carried on with less freedom from 
accident than the contract of Messrs. Hawks & Crawshay. 
The ironwork rising to a height of 120 feet above the bed of 
the river, much caution was called-for ; and the contractors 
have avinoed the most oonunendable solicitude for the safety 
of their workmen. The foremen have been repeatedly en- 
joiuMi to spare no expense in providing the best-constructed 
and securest tackle, and erectug safe and efficient stag^g, 
that no peril might be eneounteiod which could by possibiUty 



be avoided. TIm result has been, we are happy to say, that 
in fixing the six massive arches that extend from Gateshead 
to Newcastle, at so great a height above the river, alth 
many of the castings weigh from ten to twelve tons i 
there has been neither loss of life nor limb, nor any aooident 
of moment. It must therefore have been with peculiar satis- 
faction that the Mayor took his plaee on the bridge, on 
Thursday last, to give the finishing blow to the heaviest por- 
tion of the struetureu and, as a liberal " captain of industry," 
to entertain the workmen under his conmiand,andoongratu- 
late them on the issue of their exertions. 

We may repeat that the coat of the bridge and the ap- 
proaches, as stated by Mr. Harrison on the ist inst.,at the 
York meeting, will be as follovrs:- 

TkeHighLtvelBridice ^ ....Ji43.O00 

The Newoudeand OAtashssd approsahM.....*.. 113.067 
The land, indadlng oompensatlon foiSboildlags .• 136,000 

Total .« ^ £491,163 

Say,in round numbers, £500,000 for the whole; which is only 
half the sum that Rumour assigned as the cost of the bridga 
alone. 

♦ — — — 

GATESHEAD TOWN.COUNCIL. 
p esoaaa Hawks, Esq., Major. 
Aidermem, dnmcUlon. p Doaglss, Was. p Bobson, Josoph 
p Brookett, W.H. p Aogus, John HysMrs, Jasus p Bobson, John 
p Comasina, T. Brown, Wm. p lonn, F. P. Boaaall, John 

Kenmlr.Wm. pBlagborn.B. Lister, John p Walkar, Fontor 
p PoUa. John Cook, William Paaraon, 0. J. p Tonng, B. 0. 

p Smith, Jaaaca pConllhard,B. pProaktsr,B.J. WUaon,JaBMa 
p Wilaon, Thoa. C Thooa narked p wara pMsanLJ 

An adjourned meeting was held Jane 7. The minutes 
having been read, as usual, by the Town Clbjik, the learned 
gentleman read a report from the Town Improvement Com- 
mittee. It was in favour of the memorial to carry the runner 
ol water from the west aver (and not into) the main sewer in 
Higb^street, aear the end of Half-Mooo-lane: and it recom- 
mended the adoption of a suggestion from the railwav-com- 
pany for mutoal drainage in and near West-stitet and Hills- 
streee, and the partial adoption of an oftr made by Mr. WooL 
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stoB, by vbieh Hillfrftte will be widened, opposite to llestn . 
Siofers's rinef ar oiAnofactory, to the eiteBt of 8 feet. 

On the motioo of Mr. Josbph Robson, the report wai 
received ind adopted. 

A letter Iron Mr. Cornwall Lewis was read, reqoettin?, for 
the information of the Honse of Lnrdf, a Return of the number 
of Freemen in Qatesbead; with the Town CierlL's reply, suting 
that there was no ^ Freemen's Roll* in Gateshead. [We have, 
as oar readers know, a body of ** Boroafbholders and FreemeD** 
in this boroagh ; bnt the nomber of Freemen it, we believe, 
only twoj 

A letter was read from Morpeth relating to the Freemen's 
L4uid Bill— a measore which will not amet the Gateshead 
Coaneil. The letter, on the motioo of Aid. B&ockbtt, 
seconded by Mr. Anods, was referred to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. 

Other basiness having been transacted, the meeting came to 
a cooclnsioo, and the members separated without an adjonrn- 
ment. The nest qoartcrly meeting takes place on the 2d of 
AogusL 

COLLIERY EXPLOSION AT HEfiBURN. 
ADJOUBNBD INQUXBT. 

Turn adionmed inqoest on the bodies of the 33 onfoitooate 
snfterers by the melancholy catastrophe of the 5th June, was 
held on Wednesday, June 13, at Mr. Stewart'i, the Ellison 
Arms Ion, Hebbuni, before J. M. Favell, Esq., coroner. 

James Hepple, the first witness examined, stated that he 
worked stone work at Hebbttm pit, and was working at the 
east cod of the up east on Monday night. The height of the 
pit was 6} feet where he was working. The ondnlations were 
west of him, and the air went from him to them. He was dis- 
tant abont 30 or 40 yards from the nndolationf , Had pl«tnty of 
good air. Was working with candles. Never used a lamp. 
Had never heard any complaints about asing candles. Was 
under James Robioion's charge. When he left at 4 o'clock, that 
part ol the pit was quite safe. Never knew gas in the undula- 
tions before, and had worked there about 13 weeks. The roof 
of the nodttlatioas had been repaired about three weeks ago. 
There was gunpowder in the pit that morntog. The greatest 
height of the undalations is about 13 fecL There was no brat- 
tice in the undulations. 

Richard Brook, a shifter, deposed that he left the pit at 4 
o'clock on Tuesday morning. Had beea working with Heppell, 
the previous witness. The air was good. Had worked fi%e 
months in that part of the pit in which the eiplosioo took 
place. The air was always considered good. He never heard 
any complaints. He would not have been afraid to have gone 
into the workings with a candle. Never heard that the undo- 
lations [in the roof] were unsafe. Thomas Clarke and Georire 
Soott were the two overmen who had oharge of that part of the 
pit. Had seen them there within two days of the explosion. 
They might have been there after he saw them. Did not see 
Robinson that morning, but be might have been there without 
witness seeing him. [Robinson's time for going down was 4 
o'clock, the hour at which this witness left the pit.] 

James Robinson,master-sioker, went down the pii at 4 o'clock. 
Proceeded through the undulations. Went west from the shaf^, 
and then turned north. Looks after the stone-men and the 
shafts. Has nothing to do with looking after the pit to see 
that it Is safe in any part except where his own men are at 
work. Was twice through the undulations after he went down 
the pit. In the undulations the air was good. Had a 16's 
candle open, and did not see anything wrong. Did not try the 
candle above his head. Had not heard of gas accumulating 
there before. The roof was repaired about ten da/ s before the 
explosion, when they worked with candles at the highest part. 
Never heard a complaint that that part of the pit was dangerous. 

Thomas Blackburn, bank«mao, stated he «ent to his work 
before five o'clock. The men were down before that [By a 
juror: None of the overmen went down after that time. 
They were down previously.] Abraham Taylor's body was nut 
brought up till the Thursday morning. 

Some conversation here took place, in the course of which 
Mr. Easton said that the part of the pit in which the accident 
tofik place was under the charge of Lowes, who was found 
furtheat west, dead. 

George Pattison stated that there was some powder down 
the piL It was taken down about a fortnight before the eiplo- 



sioo. It was a qaarter.barrel, and bad been about half-used. 
He left it in a *< stentin* or ** boleing.*' There was a hole ia the 
cask, which he made with a hack, out of which he ^ teemed'* the 
powder. There was none used that morning. There was some 
used on the Friday before the aecideo t . Tbere was great difficulty 
in getting to the powder, and none but his ** marrows" knew 
where it was. There mixht be about 10! bs. of it Peter 
Richardson and George Watson were two of his marrows. 
They were killed at a considerable distance from the powder. 
[The powder was fired, bnt no pereon being killed near the 
place, there is no suspicion of its having caused the accident] 

James Davidson, engioemao, went to the engine about 3 
o'clock on the morning of the explosion. The men went down 
about half-past 4 o'clock. Lowes went down at the same time. 
Could not sav whether be went down first or not Clarke went 
down at 4* He was first down that morning. Peel, a mason, 
went down with him. Saw Robinson go down about the same 
time as the rest of the men. 

Thomas Clarke^ overnman, went down the pit at 4 o'clock in 
the morning. Went into the south district and set the pit to 
work as usual. Was on his road to that part of the pit in which 
the explosion took place, at the time the accident happened. 
Believes the explosion was caused by the atmosphere being 
loaded, and by the thunderstorm. Considera that the whole 
coal had made the gas. Was about 700 yards from the spot, 
and was blown down by the blast Thinks the pit fired in the 
cut Newer saw gas in that part of the pit in his life. 

Mr. Edward Boyd, of Urpeth, viewer to the Dean and Chap- 
ter of Durham, deposed that he had 2& pits under his charge. 
Was down Hebbum pit at 5 o'clock on the day on which the 
explosion took place. Had not been down for nine months 
before. Hebbum was not in his district Has no doubt that 
the accident occurred in the deep cut, where the roof undulated. 
Could not get into the undulations, as the stones were falling, 
bnt had no doubt that the pit fired there. Where be stood io 
the pit the roof was about 11 feet high. Has bad the air 
passing through the workings measured since the accident, 
and considers the quantity very large, in proportion to 
other colieries. 16^w9 feet of air per minute passes into 
that part of the pit in which the accident occurred. The 
quantity of air passing down the pit was 46,776 feet per 
minute, which, considering the extent of the workings, was, io 
bis opinion, much more than sufficient for the purposes of ven- 
tilation. There is more air in proportion to the workings than 
in any other pit with which he is aconainted. Greater than 
ordinary precautions are also taken, noles being made to the 
seams below, and ventilsting drifts in the seams above, which 
extend to all parts of the pit The air from these drifts is not 
carried over the furnace, but goes into the upcast shaft, at 10 
fathoms above the furnace. Never saw more precautions than 
are used. Thought the gas must have accumulated in the un- 
dulations. Noticed a great change in the atmosphere during 
the night before the accident ; and has frequently known a pit 
rendered foul in hall-anhour through a sudden atmospheric 
change. 

Mr. George Southern, colliery-viewer, lives at Kibblesworth, 
and went down Hebburn pit about 10 o'clock on the morning 
of the explosion. Mr. S. read over some notes which he had 
made on coming to bank, from which it appeared that, in his 
opinion, the pit had fired at the west part of the unduUtioos, 
and that a large quantitT of gas had escaped through the 
** backs" of the stone in the thill, where the men were cutting 
the rollcy-wuT, which gas bad risen to the rooi^ and accumula- 
ted till it exploded. Thinks the ventilation io the pit was very 
well arranged. 

Mr. Matthew Liddell, oolliery-viewer, Benton Bridge, Cos- 
forth, was down Hebburn pit about six months ago. Wa« down 
on the Wednesday evening after the accident Agreed wi'h the 
previous witnesses, that the explosion took place to the west of 
the nndulatioos. Would have coosidered the pit perfectly safe 
had he seen it before the accident Can only account lor the 
accident by suppusing that the pit, having been laid off work 
for two days and three nights, and the air having three courses 
to take, the most of it must have passed by the other two, and 
that an extraordinary escape of gas either from the thill or side* 
had taken place, which bad lodged in the upper part of the 
cuttings. Supposing this to have been the case, the movement 
of the tubs and horses, taking the coals to the shaft, in an 
opposite direction to the current of air, would for a time cbcik 
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the air io ooe of the counes, and eaii«e an inerease io the 
earrtnt passing through the undulations, and thus force out 
any gas which had accumulated io them, and which would fire 
at the first candles with which it came io contact. Considers 
this to be quite the model colliery in the trade for ventilation. 
On the Wednesday after the accident, tried the colliery, and 
fonnd it quite free from gas. Thinks the quantity of gas 
exploded was Tcty small compared with the damage it has 
occasioned. The conoustion and after-damp had done the 
most of Uie mischief. 

Mr. James Etaton, of Nest House, the viewer of Hebburo 
colliery, and one of the owners, suted that be had measured 
the Quantity of air passing down the downcast shaft since the 
pit fired, which he considers will be the same as before the 
aeeident, and fonnd it to be 45,776 cubic feet per minute. In 
that part of the pit io which the aeeident took place the 
quantity of air was 16JB82 feet per minute. Is of the same 
opinion now as on his former esamination. Thinks that 4,000 
to 5fi00 feet of gas might have been contained in the undula- 
tions, above where the current of air (5ift.) might reach, but 
considers that that quantity would have occasioned much more 
damage than what has Uken place. 

The coroner briefiy summed up, observing that the verdict 
must be as to the cause of the death of these people. They 
could have no doubt that it was eaosed by the firing of the pit ; 
but they had also to inquire from the evidence what was the 
cause of the pit having fired. They would also have to say 
whether, in their opinion, there was any blame or mismanage- 
ment in those conneoted with the ooodocting of the colliery. 

The jury then retired, and, after being absent for about half 
an hour, returned with a verdict to the efl^ct that they were of 
opinion that the deceased, Young, Hay, and others named in 
the depositions, were kiDed by an accumulation of gas in the 
north-west way being ignited by a eaodle used in the west end 
of the undulations, which accidcntallv caused their deaths; 
and tbey strongly recommended that the deputies and others 
ooonected with the management of the pit, should go down at 
least one hour before the men started work, to prepare and 
examine the mine. 



THE TYNE CONSERVANCY BILL. 

Aa we anticipated, the Committee on this Bill decided, on 
Tuesday, June 12, that the preamble of the Bill— that is, the 
ezpedienoy of adopting a Commission of Conservancy in 
place of the ezolosive power at present exercised by the Cor- 
poration of Newcastle — had been protbb. 

On the following day, they decided that the proportion of 
Commissioners for Newcastle and the other boroughs should 
be precisely what we had always said it onghl to be, vis., 
one full half of the twelve popularly-elected Commissioners 
for Newcastle, one-sizth for Gatediead, another sixth for 
Tynemouth, and the remaining sixth for South Shields. 

In addition to these twelve, the Committee have deemed it 
right to add five to be appointed by the Admiralty. The 
whole number, therefore, will be seventeen. 

We see no objection to the Admiralty participating in the 
appointment of the Commissioners: on the contrary, we 
think ft will do good. If the Commissioners to be appointed 
are to be local residents, they will be selected, we presume, 
from the different boroughs in proportion tn the representa- 
tion of such boroughs in the Commission :— that is, the 
Admiralty would, in such case, take two from Newcastle, and 
one from each of the boroughs of Gateshead, Tynemouth, 
and South Shields. If strangers to the locality be appointed, 
they will be selected, of course, for some engineering or other 
talent they may possess, of value to the Commissioners^ In 
either case, therefore, there can be nothing to fear, but 
everything to hope from Admiralty interference. Jobbing 
has been predicted of a Commission— (we wish we could say 
it had never existed in other systems of conservancy). But 
how could a better antidote to jobbing be provided than by 
placing in the Commission a few Admiralty watchers of its 
proceedings? 

The opponents ot the bill (the Newcastle Corporation), 
announced a determination, it seems, of ** fighting it to the 



desth**— that is, of endeavouring, by erery means in their 
power, to defeat it. Of course, they consider themselves at 
liberty (they have always done so) to waste the revenues of 
the toiin in any way they think proper; and if they cany 
out this determination of ** fighting to the death,'* they most 
assuredly will be able to increase pretty considerably their 
overdrawn balance at their bankers. But the burgesses at 
l^rg^ perhaps, when the figure of a borough-rate shall "cast 
its shadow before,'' may begin to inquire into the neces- 
sity of wasting all this money. Newcastle has already had 
secured to it, by the judicious alteration made in the bill by 
the Committee, a decided preeminence in the joint commis- 
siun :— with Gateehead (apd the two towns in the west must 
always pull together), there will be a decided majority at this 
end. Where, then, is the need of further opposition? I fit be 
the wish of the Corporation to do josUoe to the river — to expend 
every farthing upon it which, as conservators, they consider 
themselves liable to expend — why ** fight to the death" 
against the appointment of a Uommiasion, whose authority 
and duty will have this extent, no more. If the revenue ap- 
propriated by the bill to purposes of conservancy, be a greater 
portion than custom can justify or equity require, why not 
attempt to settle the amount by amicable negotiation, instead 
of leaving the Committee in a bad humour, and threatening, 
like spoiled children, to fight the matter to the death If, on 
the other hand, the corporate desire is to deprive the river of 
its just due— to alienate for town improvements what is ap- 
plicable only to purposes of conservancy — robbing Peter, 
as it wero, fur the benefit of Paul— then, of course, the policy 
of ** fighting to the death" will be very easily understood. 

♦ 

COAL-MINE VENTILATION. 

Wb refer our readers with pleasure to a discussion (given 
in full in our parliamentary intelligence), which took place 
in the House of Lords, on Monday, Jane II, on the presents- 
tion of a petition by the Earl of St Germans from Mr. Golds, 
worthy Gomey on the subject of Coal-mine Ventilation. 
The Marquis of Lansdowne (who had himself witnessed some 
of Mr. Gumey's experiments), and other noble lords, having 
expressed themselves so decidedly In favour of legislative 
interference and compulsory inspection, we cannot doubt for 
a moment that the measure introduced on Monday, for 
the accomplishment of these most desirable ends, and one to 
our district of most vitol consequence, will receive the ready 
acquiescence of Parliament The Bill, which was ordered 
to be brought in by Mr. Thomas Dnnoombe, Mr. Hume, and 
Mr. Aglionby, is intituled ** A Bill to provide for the better 
Ventilation of Blines and Collieries, for the Protection of the 
Lives of the Persons employed in and about the same, and 
to make other Provision rolatlng thereto." Its second 
reading is fixed for Wednesday next We give a summary 
of its provisions in another column. 

It will be seen with pleasure by every reader interested in 
this subject, (and who, we should like to know, is not inte- 
rested in the preservation and comfort of the men who pro- 
vide our firesides and factories with fuel ?) that Mr. Forster's 
praiseworthy application of Mr. Gumey's system to the 
Seaton Delaval Colliery, and his valuable explanation of it 
in oar columns, was referred to by the noble Earl ; tnd the 
notice, we trust, will have the eflect, even before Mr. Dun- 
combe's measure shall have become law, of producing many 
imiutore of Mr. Forster's spirited commencement of a better 
ventilation of our coal-mines.— -Ga^AM^f Obterper. 
• — 

Ventilation op Mines. — ^Tbe Bill ** to provide for 
the better Ventilation of Mines and Collieries, and for the 
Protection of the Lives of the Persons employed in and about 
the same, and to make other Provisions relating thereto," 
enacts that three salaried inspectora shall be appointed by 
the crown. They are to visit and examine mines. Sub- 
inspectors may l>e also appointed. The provisions of the 
24th Geo. II., c. 44, for protecting magistrates and constables, 
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an tstended to tbii act. Aa offiee for the luo of the inspec- 
ton. and for the preienration of records connected with 
mining, to be opened in London, and clerks appointed by 
coTemment. Rales for the management of office to be made 
by Secretary of State. Annual returns to be made by col- 
hery owners to the office, of the number of men employed, 
and the state of each colliery. In case of accident disabling 
any person from returning to his work, notice is to be sent 
to the inspector, who, on receipt, ii to investigate the cause 
of aocident; and, on reoommendation of the inspector, the 
Secretary of State may direct an action for damages in the 
name of the injured person^ to whom the damages, if reco- 
Tered, are to be paid; but if the yerdict should be for the 
defendant in any action, he shall be repaid his costs by the 
inspector out of the expenses of tie act. If death ensues 
from any accident, notice is to be sent to the inspector, and 
the coroner is to give two days' notice of inquest, and the 
inspector is to attend the inquest. Actions for damages may 
be Drought in case of the death of injured parties, and, if 
recorer^, are to be for the benefit of wife, husband, parent, 
or child, in such proportion as the jury may direct. Only 
one action to be brought for the same subject matter of com- 
plaint, and to be commenced within twelye months. Plain- 
tiff is to deliyer particulars of cause of action. Wages of 
oelliers and workmen to be paid according to the weight of 
the eoal raised, and not to be paid at greater intervals than 
two weeks, and to be paid to each workman severally. 
Abstract of act to be hung up near the entrance of each mine 
or colliery by the owneis thereof. Inspectors to lay annual 
reports before parliament, and to give information of their 
proceeding to Seeretaiy of State when required. No person 
to be appointed inspector or sab-inspector who has not had 
at least ten gears' practical ezperienee in the working of 
mines or collieries, and who ii not possessed of sufficient 
amount of education to report on the various accidents which 
may happen in their respective districts from time to time. 
No gunpowder to be used in mines where it is unsafe to work 
with naked lights. All salaries and expenses to be paid out 
of the Consolidated Fund. Coalowners to be deemed, in the 
first instance, as having committed the offence in case of 
accident; bat if they can show that the accident is not attri- 
botable to any want of care on their part, but to the negli- 
cenoe of others, then the offending party shall pay the 
damages. Complaints under act to be preferred within two 
months, except for cases punishable bv fine or imprisonment, 
then within three months; such complaints to be decided by 
two juktices. Summonses to be issued on complaint of in- 
spector in writing, or on the oath of other parties. Justices 
may compel attendanoe of witnesses. Inspectors may give 
evidence, and may summon witnesses. Owners liable to 
penalties for neglecting to obey notice. Also, persons for 
obsiractiag inspectors, or making false returns. Surplus of 
penalties to be applied to the support of colliery day-schools. 
Parties may appeal to quarter sestiona. Act not to extend 
to Irdand. 

— . — » 

THE EXILE. 

Hb departed, a wanderer nver tbe face of the earth. May 
God be the poor exile's guide ! 

I have travelled mmeog tbe nations of the world ; they have 
gtted on me, and I have gazed on them ; but withoot reeog. 
nising eeeb other. l%e exile is everywhere solitary. 

When, leisaids the close of day, I have belwld in the depths 
of some vaUej tbe smoke asceoding Irom a cottage, I have 
aarmured to myself, How happy is he who returns at evening 
to his domestic hearth, and finds bimselt surrounded by those 
who love him. Tbe exile is everywhere soliury 1 

Whither go those clouds, which the tempest impels before iti 
It Impels me like them, and it signifies not whither. The eiile 
is everywhere seKtnjl 

These trees are majestic, these fiowers ere beautiful; but 
tkev ars not the flowers and trses of my native load. They 
address no language to ay heart The exile is cveiTvhere 
solitary ! 

This brook flows gently through the plains, but iu aurmar 
is not that to which my infancy listened : it awakens no fe- 
meabrance in my sooL The exile is everywhere soltey I 

These songs are sweet; but the sadness and the joy they 
awaken are not ay jey or ay sadness. The exile is everywhere 
solitary! 



Strangers have asked me, Why doet thou weep ! And when 
I have opened my breast to them, they have shed no tears with 
me, because they have understood me not. The exile is eveiy- 
where solitary ! 

I have beheld old men encireled by ohildren as the olive is 
enciroled by its tender shoots ; but none of these old men called 
me son— none of tbeir children called ae brother. Tbe exik 
is everywhere solitary! 

I have seen young maidens smile, with a saile as pore as 
tbe morning's first breath, on those whom they had chosen to 
be their husbands; but not one of thea smiled on ae. The 
exile is everywhere solitary ! 

1 hsve seen young men embrace each other in aflSeetion, as if 
they would have become one ; but no one has pressed ay hand. 
The exile is everywhere solitary ! 

There is no friend, wife, father, or brother anywhere but in 
your native land. The exile is everywhere solitary ! 

Unhappy exile I cease to afliiet thyself, all aen are banished 
like thee; and behold father, brother, wife, friend, pass away 
and disappesr. 

We have no country here below : in vain aon searches for 
it. What he mistakes for it it only a resting- plaee for the 
night. 

He departs, wandering over the earth. May God guide the 
unhappy exile !— ^66e Lamnmait, 



Soluble GLaaa. — What is called aoluble glass ia 
now beginning to come inio use as a covering for wood, and 
otber practical porpoaes. Some of our clever artisans may like 
to experiment upon it. It is composed of fifteen parts of pow- 
dered quartz, ten of poUsh, and one of charcoal. These are 
melted together, worked in cold water, and thea boiled with five 
parte of water, in which it entirely dissolves. It is dien ap- 
plied to woodwork, or any other required substance. As it 
cools it gelatinizes, and dries up into a transparent, eolonrless 
glass, on any surface to which it has been applied. It renders 
wood nearly ineombustible.— iV«w York True Sum, 

BrnoN's *^ Mazbppa."— Mazeppa was the son of a Polish 
gentleman established in PodoUa, and, by one of those 
fortunate cireumsunces which often exercise a gn«t influence 
on human destiny, and also by bis family eonneetioos, attracted 
the attention of John Kszimer, king of Poland, who spared no 
expense in giving him an excellent education, and made him 
page at his court. The beauty, aeeompliskmeats, and enter. 

ftrisiog spirit of the young page, did not fail of making a deep 
mpression on many a fair lady in fashionable cirales. He wn^ 
introduced to the wife of Martin Koutsky, grand general of 
artillery, and felt inspired at tbe first sight with a passion 
which, by frequent opportunities of seeing tbe beloved object, 
and the difficolry of gratifying its fancy, became every day 
stronger, more dangerous and daring. For a while the passion 
of the two lovers, by their mutual prudence and carefulness, 
was not known, and its secret gratification added new charms 
to its existence. Sack a thing, however, could not possibly be 
long concealed at a court where jealous and wMchfnl eyes were 
constantly directed on both parties. A lady, whose advances 
Mazeppa received with coldness, soon discovered tbe trne object 
of the letter's sflectioo, and indireetly apprised the husband of 
the conduct of his beautiful and guilty spouse. Mazeppa, 
watched secretly, was caught by the outraged husband^wbo, 
indignant at the extent of his domestic misfortune, and excited 
by the thirst of revenge, ordered his men to scourge him un- 
mercifully till he lost his consciousness, to pour a sort of salt 
hquid ever his body, and cover it with tar. The younc page 
was then tied, by cutting strings, to the back of a wild and 
fndoaitable Ukranian horse, sought and prepared beforehand 
for that purpose, and was thus left to his destiny. The horse, 
aoddcnly liberated after being tormented, and unable to shake 
the weight off his back, dashed at a furious speed into the 
deserte of his native steppes. Hunted by wolves, as well as by 
some Cossacks, who thought it an apparition of an evil spirit, 
the horse traversed torrenU, ravines, rivers — crossed the 
Dnieper^and galloped with incredible speed into a small town 
in the Eastern Ukraine on the market day; and there, excited 
with hunger, fear, and fatigue, fell dead. Mszeppa, restored 
to life, and hospitably taken oare of by the Cossacks, adented 
tbeir manners and religkw.— JErasmsAt's ^Oouttekt •( At 
Ukrame.'* 
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BOROUGHHOLDBRS AND FRBEMEN. 

Thb yearly meetiog of the BoroogBbolders and Freemeo, 
was held at the Anehorage, Gateshead, od the 90th Jone. The 
attendaooe was good; and theobairwas taken by Mr. Josbpb 
RoBtON, of Backfleld House, the Senior Steward. 

The minutei of the last meeting, and the Stewards aeooont 
of receipts and disbursements for the last half-year, were read 
by the Secretary. 

Plans of the bailding ground sold by the Boroogholders to 
Mr. R. C. Yoong were submitted to the meeting, showing the 
•iofations and details of the new streets about to be erected on 
the Windmill Hills. The class of houses intended to form 
Hatt-street and Maltby-terrace, appearing to be of a respectable. 
Beat, and convenient character, the plans received tho appro- 
bation of the meetiog. 

It was stated in the Stewards aecounts (hat Mr. Young hsd 
paid part of the purchase money, and befo put into possession 
of the land. Some discussion took place as to the appropria- 
tion of the funds in the hands of the Stewards. It was proposed 
by Mr. HoNBTifAii, and seconded by Mr. C. J. Pbarson, 
that a division of £3 should be made to the owner of each 
burgage-rigbt. But an amendment, proposed by John 
Babbas, Esq., J.P., that the money be deposited in the bank, 
and applied in payment of the mortgage debt of the Borough, 
holders, was carried by a small majority. 

The election of officers for the ensu«ng year was next 
prm^ed with. Mr. Michael Hohson, one of the Stewards, 
resigned. Mr. Robson, his colleague, was reelected unani- 
moasly. Two candidates were proposed as Mr. Hobson's 
SQC0esso^»namely, Mr. Joseph Davie and Mr. William Cook. 
The number of votes for eaoh gentleman being equal, a question 
arose respecting the right of the Ohairman to give a vote in his 
individual capacity and also as Chairman. Ultimately, Mr. 
Gook, who was present and eipressed himself willing to serve 
the office, was appointed — the proposer of Mr. Davie being 
nnprepared to say whether he would accept office, if elected. 

A Committee was then nominated to assist the Stewards; 
and Mr. O. J. Kenmir was reappointed Secretary. 

The forthoomiog meeting of the Durham Agricultural 
Society in Gateshead was adverted to by Jambs Pollock, 
Esq.; and he, in expressing his gratiflcatioo that Gateshead 
kad boett fixed upon as the place for holding that Society's 
BBBiversary, and the propriety of giving every support and 
encouragement to the gentlemen who held office in the 
discharge of their duties, stated that in all probability a fund 
would be raised by subscription for the purpose of defraying 
the expense of the eattle-sbow and other things connected 
therewith, and he moved that a sum not exceeding £10 be 
subscribed by the Borooghbolders^the precise amount to be 
flxod by the Stewards and Committee; and his proposal was 
promptlv carried. 

The thanks of the meeting were then voted by acclamation 
to the Stewards for their services during the past year, and the 
proceeding! ended. 

THE MMAN WALL 

It is DOW our pleasing province to announce the com- 
pletion of the Pilgrimage along the line of the Roman Wall, 
and to state that the inducements held forth in the programme 
have not only been more than realiaed, but that we are very 
much misuken if many do not regtet that they were not of the 
party; for the satisfaction of those who were fortunate enough 
to ioin it has been so considerable that it is not improbable that 
similar excursions during subsequent summers may be under- 
Uken by a very much larger number of persons. The weather, 
during the whole journey, has been almost unexceptionable ; 
the Interest excited , for many miles, north and soutti of Tyne, 
quite remarkable; and the hospitality exhibited by all ranks 
without bounds; and certainly there never was a less self- 
denying troop of wayfarers. 

As each day's progress was well known to the inhabitants of 
the whole line, arrangements had been made by them to join 
the Pilgrims at given poiou, so as to accompany the party; 
while the country-people, farm-servants, and the young, 
managed to get a holiday for that day, and centred from far 
and near upon the nearest objeetof oommaoding interest. 

The Pilgrims met on Monday, June 25, at Wallsend (the 
Segtdmmm of the Romans), by the one o'clock uain from 



Newcastle. Here we observed the Right Worshipful the 
Mayor; the Rev. J. Collingwood Bruce (the Inder of the 
expedition) and Mrs. Bruce; William Kell, Esq.,town.clerk 
of Gateshead, and Mrs. Kell ; John Fenwick, Esq., of New. 
castle ; John Fenwick, Esq., of Campville, near North Shields ; 
George Rippon, Esq., of WaterviUe, North Shields ; William 
Beaumont, Esq., of Warriogcoo; William John Beaumont, 
Esq., of Trinity College, Cambridge; Richard Abbatt, Esq., 
of Stoke-Newington, near London, and Mrs. Abbatt ; Rev. W. 
GrecDwell, of Ovingham ; Robert Walters, Esq., of Newcastle ; 
Drs. Glover and Embleton ; Messrs. John Brunton Falcooar, 
John Brunton Palconar, jun., George Hardcastle (Sunderland), 
G. W. Moansey (Castletown, near Carlisle), John Thompson, 
George Bouobier Richardson, Jonathan Vickers, David Mack- 
inlay (North Shields), James Raine (Durham), Gainsford 
Bruce, &c. 

At Wallsend, the party surveyed the station and adjacent 
works, under the guidance of Messrs. Reay and Hethenngton, 
of that place — gentlemen who have, by long residence, an 
intimate knowledge of the locality. Many poinu of interest 
were evolved daring the stay of the party here, and carefully 
marked down upon Mr. Bruce's plan of the statJon, which was 
unrolled upon the spot Mr. Reay's experience, in particular, 
was highly valuable. 

After the place bad been carefully inspected, the whole body 
proceeded westward, tracing the works as they went; in which 
tbey were aided by the Mayor (Capt. Weatberley), who remem- 
bered the Wall standing in certain places fifty years ago. The 
foss of the Wall, indeed, is yet quite distinct; and is, in more 
places than one, still filled with water, and used as a series of 
farm-boose ponds. 

Alter passing the remains of a mile castle, and reaching 
Byker, rain began to fall heavily ; but the party managed to 
brave the storm, and traced the course of the Wall through the 
populous streets of Newcastle, by the aid of Messrs. Bruce end 
Richardson. On reaching the Castle, which is built within the 
site of the station of Pom ^Ui, the party sat down to a 
sumptuous repast served in the great halL 

At eight o'clock the next morning the Pilgrims reassembled 
at the Castle; and after placing their luggage in a commodious 
van which accompanied them, proceeded on foot by the Back- 
row, We^tgate-street^ and Westgate Hill. 

At Adrianople (a judicious name), the party viewed the fast 
disappearing traces of the Vallum of Hadrian, south of the 
military road to Carlisle; and thence moved onward to 
Ben well, the Condercum of the Romans, the third station on 
the Hoe counting from the eastern extremity. The road here 
passes right through the middle of the station from east to 
west, and divides it into two unequal portions. The more 
northern is under cultivation, and the action of the plough 
never fails to disinter numerous fragments of Roman pottery. 

The Pilgrims, alad to have it in their power at once to make 
discoveries, rapidly spread themselves over the field, and were 
rewarded by picking up a great number of pieces of red and 
other ware, some of which bore very beautiful designs, and 
others the potter's marks. 

The party next viewed the fragment of the Wall at 
Denton Bum, just south of the road and close to the brink of 
the stream; which is curious as being the first observable 
portion ot the Wall to the westward of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The Vallum and Wall opposite Denton Hall next attracted 
attention; and afterwards the Roman remains preserved in 
the grounds at Denton Hall, the seat of Richard Hoyle, Esq. 

The party now pushed on to Heddon-on-tbe-Wall, where the 
ditch of the Vallum still appears, cut through the solid rock, to 
the south of the road. 

At Rutchester {Vmdobala), Mr. John Stephenson, the 
oecupier, afforded every facility and hospitality; and the 
party, alter viewing the remains of the sution, the antiquities 
preserved in the farm-house (the old tower ot the Rutherfords 
and Turpi US ), and the Roman bath cut vut of the native rock, 
proceeded to Harlow Hill, which they reached at two o'clock. 

At three, all were again on the move; and after viewing the 
Whittle Dean waterworks, the tanks of which have been 
partly constructed of the stones of the Wall, the Pilgrims 
inspected the curious features of the Vallum at Carr Hill, 
where the high eminence fo called is entirely enclosed by the 
two works— the Vallum and the Wall. 

Rain here threauoed the comfort of the party, but it blew 
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ever; mod at Halton Cbettcrs (the Sunnum of the Romans) 
they were joined by several gentlemen from Hexham and the 
adjaeent plaees. Several fragmenta of pottery were tonnd in 
the ploughed area of the station, (access to which wa« liberally 
afforded by BIr. Hatchinson, the occupier). The Vallum at 
Sc Oswald's, and the magnificent remains of the Wall in the 
gronndt at Brnntoo, neit attracted the attention of the body ; 
wbieh had now waxed very numeroas by continual additions, 
and a considerable number of persons were found waiting to 
reoeive them upon the bridge at ChoUerford. Among these 
was John Clayton, Esq., town-clerk of Newcastle, the worthy 
owner of the adjacent seat of Chesiers, and the Roman station 
of CUmnmnu Guided by this gentleman, the party viewed the 
evteotive and interesting excavations he has recently had made, 
and the foandations ol the Roitan bridge over the Tyne bard 
by. They then adjourned to the bouse, where they partook of 
a snmptuoas repast provided by Mr. Clayton. Sleeping accom- 
saodation was eiiensively afforded for the whole party, either 
in the learned gentleman's hospitable mansion, or in the neigh- 
bouring ones, belonging to Mrs. Butler, and Mr. Culbeck of 
Walwick. 

Neat morning (Wednesday), the party viewed with interest 
the ^ antiquity.nonse" in the ground at Chesters, and, proceed- 
ing about 8 o^lock, traced the various works westward, accom- 
panied by a large party from Heiham, who had previously 
oommonicated with the Pilgrims upon the subject. Several 
ladies, and parties on horseback and in vehicles also joined the 
body; which now, in imposing numbers and array, climbed 
the hill to Tower Tay, where the mile-castle, Wall, and Vallum, 
were carefully inspected. On Tepper Moor all the works of the 
Vallum are clearly visible; and the party were struck with 
snrprise at the labour whieb must have attended the formation 
of the fosses to both the works, which are dog out ol the basal- 
tic roeks of this elevated district. 

At ProeoHiia (the modem Carrowbrough), the party found 
labourers engaged in despoiling the station lor stones wiiii 
which to form the fences of the a4|aoent fields. Two altars^ 
a dagger, a piece of figured green glass, an iron binge, a coin 
(probably of Tetricus), some pottery, and other mattery were 
discovered by the zealous Pilgrims, and carried off in 
triumph. 

The party now mounted the rugged crags which overlook 
Sewingshields ; passed Busy Gap; and. I>y the time they 
reached Housesteads, the Boreovieut of the Romans, were not 
less than three hundred strong. This magnificent station, very 
properly called by Stukeley *< tlie Tadmor of Britain," though 
now deprived of the greater number of the remains which at his 
day led him to bestow on it so sounding a title, is yet decidedly 
the most interesting and important station on the line ; and 
the party remained for upwards of three hours, tracing its 
gates, and streeU, and ruined public buildings. 

After dinner had been discussed, the Rev. Mr. Bruce delivered 
among the ruins an interesting lecture on Mithraic worship, in 
reference to the Mithraic cave or temple which had been dis- 
covered there a few years previous. 

All were again in motion at three, or thereabouts ; and after 
climbing the immense basaltic cliffs over which the Wall keeps 
its unvarYiog course, and scaling the innumerable stone dykes 
with which the district abounds, the party reached the mile- 
castle at Hotbank, by the side of the Craglake. The occupier 
of the farm here, Mr. Robert Armstrong, afforded the par^ his 
wonted hospitality ; and many of the wayfarers, who bad joined 
them from both sides of the Wall, and were not of the partr 
which originally left Newcastle, were also liberally entertained. 
The party had thia day been joined by William Henry Chark 
ton, Esq., of Hesleyside, by his brother Mr. Francis Chariton, 
John Brrington, Esq., of Warden, and others. 

Turning off from Hotbank and Craglake, the whole body 
proceeded to VindoUma, the present Chesterholme, where they 
received the attentions of Mrs. Routledge. After viewing the 
antiquities preserved in the arcades of the booee there, eolleetcd 
by the good taste of the late Rev. Anthony Hedley, the etation 
on the hill above, and the Roman milestone still atanding as 
placed by the soldiers of Hadrian on their military road, the 
party made tne best of their way to Hallwbistle, where thqr 
slept. 

On Thursday, the 28th, the party returned to the Wall at 
Cawflelds mile<castle, (which has recently been eaeavated by 
Mr. Clayton, and is decidely the fineat ot the •obsidiary eastra 



on tbe line). Thence to Great Chesters, the Roman jB$ieat 
where the attention and hospitality of Mr. Lowes, the occupant, 
were exhibited. Here, a hot, broiling sun, rendered the pas- 
sage of the rugged clilii still more arduous; while the fatigues 
of sliding down the ** gaps" at Walltown were relieved by the 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Sisson, and repeated draughts from 
King Arthur's Well. 

Here a great concourse of people assembled ; and, at their 
solicitation, Mr. Bruce delivered a highly-interesting lecture, 
suggested by the associations of the place. 

At Caervorran (tbe Roman Maffna), the party dined ; and 
after a few remarks from Mr. Bruce to the assembled people, 
poshed on to Thirlwall castle, amongst the ruins of which Mr* 
Wm. Beaumont made some excellent observations in reference 
to the construction of castles and the habits of mediseval life. 
The Vallum at WalUnd next attracted attention,and the fosses 
were particularly observable. 

The party rested at Oilsland, where they created no amall 
stir among the numerous and fashionable throng staying there, 
many of whom on the subsequrnt day accompanied the 
Pilgrims on their route. 

On the morning of Friday, the 29th of Jane, the party pro- 
ceeded to Mumpshall and Rosehil), and crossed the Poltross 
Bum, tracing the works as they went. On reaching the 
steep bluff up which the Wall ascended from the Irthuig at 
Willow ford, tbe ladies were perforce obliged to make a little 
detour, while some of the more adventurous gentlemen of the 
party undertook the akceni of the dangerous crag which 
Huttoo had before done at the age of seventr-eight. Mr. 
Abbatt, desirous of emulating that personage, c&cted tbe task 
by the course of the Wall, and was more than once in danger 
of being precipitated from the giddy height. 

At Burdoswald the party found tbe base of a figure of Mer- 
cnr;f or Esculapius, which they carried off to the aecompanying 
vehicle. This station, the Amboglanna of the Romans, is yet 
very entire, and probably affords a rich field ol discovery to the 
future antiquary. Tbe farn-bouse adjoining, where the party 
received the usual hospitalities, is made tbe depository of seve- 
ral antiquities, which have been dug up within the station from 
time to lime. 

Proceeding along tbe line« it was found that at a place called 
Wa' Boors a milr-castJe bad existed. The name of the place, 
indeed, implies it— Wall Buildings. At Harebill there exitU 
a fragment of the Wall nearly ten feet high, decidedly the tallest 
portion of the work now remaining throughout the whole extent 
of tbe line. Here the party turned down to Lanercost, where 
they viewed the restorations ol that ancient and interesting 
stracture. Naworth Castle also received a passing visit; and 
the party, proceeding by way of Brampton, reached Stanwix 
late in the evening amid somewhat heavy rain. 

On the ensuing moming (Saturday, June 80), they viewed 
the site of the sUtion there, and at Stanwix church received 
the attentions of the Rev. Thomas Wilkinson, vicar ol that 
place, who presented the Pilgrims with a beautiful sculpture of 
Victory, found in the walls of the old church, lately rebuilt. 
The party then traced the passage of the Wall over the Eden, 
and, entering Cariisle, were met by Mr. D. Wilkie, of the 
Castle, who, in the most courteous manner, accompanied Uum 
through the various recesses of that ancient fortress, and 
explained their various uses. The Pilgrims were here preeenled 
by Mr. Memess, master-gunner, with several Roman remains, 
found in digging for foundations within tbe Castle walls; for 
Carlisle is believed to have been the J^M^iwi^tiim of that 
people, while iu opposite neighbour, Stanwix, was, accordtef 
to Honley, their OongavaU. 

Leaving Carlisle, the party stopped at the residence of Georfn 
Mould, Esq., to inspect an interesting Roman altar, found near 
Penrith in railway operations; as also a Roman urn. They 
weitt also requested to view an altar in the possession of Mr. 
Thomas Norman, at Kirkandrews, and in both cases reeeived 
the polite attentions of the owners. 



Arriving at Burgh- by- the-Sands, the partr visited the old 
hurch ol that place, and narrowly inspected Its large fortified 
tower, accessible only from the interior of tbe chuich. After 



the Pilgrims had partaken of an excellent dinner, thejjr pro- 
ceeded, under the guidance of the Rev. John Brown, M.A., of 
Bowneas, and other gentlemen, across the Burgh Marahh--aa 
immense expanse of rich but fenny pastarage, which has 
repeated^ been overflowed by the sea. The monameBt creelt4 
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to tbe meaoiT of Edward I., vho dlod hero on the ete of bis 
passage into ScoUaDd, attraeted attention. 

Drambnigh being reached, Mr. Riehard Lavson, the owner 
of the station at that plaoe, invited the party to his residence, 
and aooompanied them to all the objeoU of interest thereaboot ; 
while others of the party rambled throngh the minons chambers 
of Dmabragh Castle, once a seat of the Dacre family. It is 
now partly occnpied as a farm-boute. Leaving this place, the 
party, still accompanied by the horsemen we have mentioned, 

{>rooeedod towards Port Carlisle and Bowness, vhere, arriviog 
ate, thoy rested for the night 

The neit day being Sonday (Jnly 1), they attended Bowness 
cboroh; and on Monday, having arrived at the western 
eitremity of the line, the Pilgrims set their faces homeward, 
still attended by the Rev. Mr. Brown, Mr. R. Lawson, and 
other gentlemen, tracing the Wall as they went At Eastoo, 
the owner, Mr. Christopher Watson, entertained the partT, 
and went over his farm to show them the oourse of the Wall, 
some fragments of which yet remain. Poshing forward, the 
party reached Carlisle, and took the mid^lay train to Hexham. 
Here they were met and enteruined by the Rer. Joseph Hod- 
son, Tlear, and Mr. Joseph Fairless, the eipert and obliging 
Hesham antiquary, who exhibited to the party his valuable 
ooUeotioo of Saaon stycas, fovnd here a few years previous ; as 
also his escdleot architectural drawings of the Abbey Church 
of this ancient town. Aooompanied by these two valuable 
guides the Pilgrims visited the venerable cathedral, its curioui 
crypt and Roman remains ; as also the old fortified towers of 



Alter dining at HaTdoabridge.it was intended to have |»ro- 
see d e d to visit the old fortress of Staward-lcPeel, and to have 
taken Langley on the way back, but on coming in view of the 
latter fortress, the Pilgrims were amaied to see its walls and base 
covered with a gaily-dreased throng. On inquiry it was found 
that the workpeople of the smeltmins and other works of the 
neighbourhood, desirous of joining the par^ and hearing Mr. 
Bruce's ezplanatoiy obsenratioas, had risen at four that 
morning so to expedite their daily work as that they might be 
enabled to attend. These, with their wives and families, and 
a vast number of children, who had obtained a holiday for the 
occasion, completely thronged the old walls. Mr. Bruce, loth 
to disappoint so laudable a desire, soon procured an alteration 
in the arrangements. Placing himself in one of the old fire- 
places of the Castle, he delivered an eacellent exlemport 
address, in which he made allnsions to the historical monu- 
ments of the district, compared past and present, and concluded 
by giving a description of the principal features of the buildinf 
in which their were assembled. The maltitade expressed 
tbeir approbanon by three cheers. 

Staward.Ie-Pcel,and the rocky and picturesque dells beneath, 
having been explored, the party returned to Baydonbridge, and 
slept 

On Tuesday, July 8, they were met at Dilston station by 
John Grey, Esq., of Dilston, who accompanied them to his 
residence, where be and Mrs. Grey had provided a sumptuous 
repast ; while from the exploratory tower of the old Castle of 
Dilstoa there ioated the union-jack. After dinner, Mr. Grey 
accompanied the party through the grounds of his house, the 
Castle, and the Chapel of the Derwentwaters— and thence to 
the station of Corslopttem, near Corbridge, baTing previously 
▼iewed the foundations of the Roman bridge over tne Tyne a 
little above the present structure. 

After taking leave of Mr. Grey, the party returned to New. 
castle in the evening. 

It aflords us pleasure to be enabled to state, thai the Pil- 
grimaae has given unmingled satisfiMtion to those who acoom- 
panied it, and that the weather was remarkably propitious. 

Besides the information collected as to the history and course 
of the Wall, the interest excited throughout its whole extent, 
from sea to sea, leads us to hope that if it yields no other 
advantage, the Pilgrimage will be found to liave increased 
veneration lor the Wall, and thus tend to a lengthened preser- 
Tation of the yet extensive remains of this migh^ work of old. 

On Wednesday last, being the monthly meeting of the 
Society of Antiquaries, the numei ons Roman remains procured 
b^ the Pilgrims were presented by them to the Society, and 
will henceforth be included in the extensive ooUeetion of aati- 
qaities already plaeed in the Castle. Three new members of 
tte Sodeiv were deeted, vis., Messrs. John Blaekwdl, Jaha 
Branton Falconar, and William Daggett Ingledew. 



THE COAL TRADE. 
Thb coastwise shipments of onr northern poru, and of tha 
principal coal-shipping ports of the rest of Uie kingdom, as 
shown by a Parliamentary paper now before ns, were in 1847 
and 1848 (sUted in tons) as follows:— 
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The domestlo consumption of 1848, It will be seen, i 
what exceeded that of 1847. In the foreign trade there war 
also an increase, as the following table shows:— 
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The dedared ralne of the ooal exports of 1847 was 
£968,502 ; and of 1848, £1,088,281. In both years onr best 
oostmer was France. One-fonrth of the ooal we export is 
taken by that cantry ; and onr next best friends are the 
Hanse Towns, Pmssia, Denmark, Holland, Rossia, Inly, 
Onr Coal Trade Proteottonisto may say, with the honest 
South Dnrbam farmer whom we lately quoted, that wem it 
not for their exports they would have been ruined by Free 
Trade 1 

To British pooseorions abroad ooal and ooke are eo^oited 
free; and als to foreign countries, save ** in foreign ships 
not entitled to the privileges conferred by treaties of reoipro. 
city." Ezprted In such ships a duty is charged upon ooal- 
cargoes of 4s. per ton. The amount of dutlea recelTed in 
1848 was £4,383 18s. lOd. on ooal, and £S9 4a. on dndera. 

The quaatitiea of ooal carried Into liondoo, in the years 
refonred to in the fietum, were— 

1847. 1848. 
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Thb Coal Trade.— Delivery of coals, &c„ in the 
port of LoodoD id the month of Jooe :— 
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Tona....^ 965,684 

Gateshead Board ofGoardians. — Thefortni^btlj 
meeting took place on Tuesday , Jape 19 (J. Coweo, Esq., io 
the chair.) There was no business of importance, with the 
exception of contracting for the supply of provisions to the 
workhouse for the next three months. The different tenders 
and samples having been examined, the following offers were 
accepted :— > 

BaxAD.— Mr. Brawis, eatasbaad :— Beat whaaten flour, in 4Ib loavaa, 
4|d.: aulin ditto. 4id. 

Bxxv.^Hr. Georga Cbarlton, Wawoattla : — Boaods and flanks. 
5t. 114d. p«r •tone; eoarae plaeaa,4i. 

Floub. ato.— Mr. John BobarUon. Gataahaad :~F!oar. 35i. 1 Id. per 
amok: oatOMal.SOs. lid. per ditto; poaa.4a. 6d. parbnihal ; barlaj. lOt. 
per ditto. 

6BOOKBixs.~Mr. Gaonra Ball, Sateabaad : ~8ofnr. 34t. to 4U. per 
ewt.; tea,3a.to3a. 7d. per lb; coffee. Ud. to la. 9d. per lb; aoap. 38a. 
to 49«. par ewt.; caodlaa. Sd. per tb ; traaele, Sla. per awe. 

Gateshead Mechanics' Institute: — The Steam 
Engine.— Three lectures have been delivered this week (Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, and Friday), by Professor Wilson, of 
Glasgow, before the members and friends of the Gateshead 
Mechanics Institute, on Steam and the Steam Engine. After 
a lucid expokition of the laws ofmatter, Mr. Wilson took up the 
Mstory of the stean -engine at the period of the first recorded 
invention^that of the Greek mechanic-^-aod brought it down 
to tbe day« of James Watt and George Stephenson, tracing the 
successive development of the machine in the hands of tbe 
Marquis of W oreester(who first applied it to practical purposes) 
Savery,and Newcomen. The lectures were clear and simple 
and admirably illustrated by diagrams, sections, and expert- 
meots. We have seldom heard a lecturer so well qualified as 
Mr. Wilson to interest and instruct a popular audience ; and 
were not surprised, therefore, that the numbers present increased 
as the course of lectures proceeded. At the close, last night, a 
vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Wilson, on the motion of Mr. 
Joseph Price, seconded by Mr. Joseph Clephan. Thanks were 
also voted to Mr. Kell and Mr. Garbutt, who had officiated as 
Chairmen. 

Gateshead Board or Guardians. — The fort- 
nightly meeting took place on Tuesday, July 3, (Joseph Cowen, 
Esq., in the chair). The finance committee reported that they 
had examined the accounts for the quarter just ended, as well 
as the state of the funds, and also the expenditure of the several 
parishes in the onion, and found that, to meet the probable 
expenditure of the ensuing quarter, the following sums would 
be required. We give the amount of tbe calls for the last four 
quarters, showing the increase or decrease of pauperism in the 
oiSerent parishes, during tbe preceding year; and also the ex- 
penditure of each parish in outdoor and indoor relief :— 
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tractors* and general aoeoonts doe by the onion, and had drawn 

cheques upon the treasurer for their payment. The aooonnU 

were classed under the following heads :— 

Provlaiona £114 4 9 

Clothing....^ 49 9 3 

Eatabliahmant and geneiml aeoonDt 119 

Lanatiae 119 19 

yaoeinatioo 18 5 

Saoitary regulationa 99 19 

Salariee 117 10 

The expenditure for the last fortnight has been as follows:-- 
Outdoor Relief, Fortnight ending Jvdy % 

FIRST WEEK. 
Number. Money. Kind. Total. 

Gateabead 856 ..£40 8 ..£19 9 94..£59 17 24 

Heworth 337 .. 19 16 3 .. 3 10 .. 93 6 3 

Wbiekhaa 259 .. 14 16 9 .. 5 4 .. IS 2 1 

Winlatoo 539 .. 83 18 .. 1 9 II .. 35 11 



The committee also reported that they had audited the con. 
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Second week ....1987 £107 15 

Fortnight 9978 216 14 

Tbe number of inmates of tbe workhouse is 170. — Mr. Cook 
moved for a return of the sums paid to medical men during the 
three years ending the 25tb ot March, 1849, respectively, with 
the names of the recipients, distinguishing the respective beads 
under which the money was claimed, or paid in gratuities, 
with the names of the parishes by which such sums were paid.— 
No other business came before the meeting. 

% — 

THE NEWCASTLE TOWN COUNCIL. 
On Saturday, June 30,at2o*clock,a special meetin^wasfaeld, 
to consider the propriety of adopting a petition to the Hooeto 
of Lords against the Rirer Tyne Conservancy Bill, founded 
upon the merits. 

There was a large attendAnce of the members, most of 
whom entered the room with oonotenances beaming with 
smiles, a telegraphic message having arrired from London, 
announcing the rejeotion of the bill on the standing orders. 

Mr. Aid. Armstrono rose, and mored the sealing of a 
petition again&t the bill on the merits. It might not be 
necessary (he said) to present the petition, but it would 
be well that it should be in readiness for presentation, if 
called for. 

Mr. Chables Ratnb having seconded the motion, the 
petition was read bv Mr. W. Dunn (in the absence of his 
partner, the Town Clerk), and unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Aid. Arksteono then mored that it be transmitted to 
the Tofvn Clerk with a view to presentation, if necessary. 

Mr. W. Locket Haklb seconded the motion, and called 
attention to an extraordinary movement that was on foot 
among the shipping insurance clubs of the Tyne to furnish 
funds to contest the rights of the Corporation of Newcastle. 
He held in his hand a circular signed ^ W. H. Atkinson,** 
couTening a meeting of the Ocean Insurance Association, to 
be held on the 2d orjuly,at the Albion Hotel, North.Shields, 
to take into consideration a proposal to appropriate a portion 
of the funds in promotion of the Tvne Conservancy Bill. 
The requisitionists were headed by a Mr. Motley, and a ytry 
motley list of shipowners they were. (Laughter.) They 
affirmed that the bill contained clauses relating to ballast 
whereby the shipowners of the Tyne would sare £7,000 a-yesr, 
and be protected from the risk and danger of casting ballast 
at sea. Now this was grossly deceptive; and, besidoii, those 
mutual insurance companies nad no rieht to apply their funds 
in the manner proposed. Many of the members were resi- 
dent in Newcastle, and chiefly interested in that port) and it 
was monstrous that their own monies should be need for the 
destruction of their property as ratepayers. The Court of 
Chancery should be called upon to interfere. He hoped that 
every member belonging to Newcastle would interpose for 
his own protection. The requisitionixte talked of a saving of 
£7,000 a-year. This could only be effected by the Commis- 
sioners of Conservancy taking out the ballast free of charge— 
which was not to be expected. With respect to the easting 
of baUast at 8ea» that was a practice which the Corporation 



Digitized by 



Google 



73 



had ftlwftTs eondanined; bat the baUast-oUiUM of the Oon. 
sartmeyBUltha had been eanred by an extenuTe shipowner, 
WQinld ent^ a tax upon ahipping to the amount of £20,000 
a-jear. The statements of the reqnisitionists were, in short, 
M absurd as they were deeeptire. 

The motion haTing been put and earned, Mr. Imolbdbw 
inquired if any eommnnication had been reoently receiTed 
from the Town Clerk. 

Mr. Duiiii said he had receired a letter that mominc. 
Mr. Okyton stated that the Standing Orders Committee had 
decided, yesterdar (Fridav). that the standing orders had not 
I complied wkh, the bill bein|;, not (as its promoters had 



assumed) one of the first class, bat of the seoond; and the 
Committee had a^ioamed until Tneaday, that the parties on 
both sides mi|^t agree in the intenral, if they ooold, m making 
it a flrst-ohm bill. 

Mr. Blaokwbix: The parties on both sides — not the 
promoters onlyj 

Mr. Dukn: The parties on both sides. 

Mr. Blackwbll said be asked the question, beeaose, on bis 
way to the meetieg, he met Mr. Kevney, oi (be firm of Lietoh 
& Kewney, solicitors for the bill, who placed io his hands a 
haodbill contradicting the report ibat the bill bad been rejected 
on the staadioff orders, and statiof that the Lords' Committee 
bad simply adjoomed to give the promoters time to amend. 
He asked Mr. Kewney if the matter rested with the promoters, 
aed bis reply was, *' Jast sa" 

Mr. Lownsr: Ha! notjiMlso. (Laaghter.) 

The meeting now broke up. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN.COUNCIL. 
GsomoB Hawks. Eiq., Major. 
Aldennen, C9umeiXlor$, p Doogtas, Wm. p Bobion, Joseph 

Brookett,W.H.pAogii8,John HfSMrt.JasMtpBolMon, John 
Cttnoiliis. T. Brown, Woi. p lonn, F. P. RumU, John 

KonsBir.Wm. Blsgbora«B. Llsttr.Joha Walker, Foratsr 
» Potts, John ji Oook, WUlism p Pearson, C. J. YooBg,B.O. 
SBiIth,JsBMs p CoBlthsrd, B. Proekter.B.J. pWilMn,Jsmos 
Wilson, Tboe. CTbooe marked p were present, j 

On the 2d Joly, a special meeting was held, to consider the 
propriety of petitioning tbe House of X<ords on the subject of 
the Tyne Coesenraooy BilL 

Mr. Aid. Potts, in tbe absence of the Mayor, was called 
upon to preside. 

Mr. Apbdailb, for tbe Town Clerk (who was from home), 
said tbe bill bad now passed tbe Hoose of Commons, and it 
might be prudent to present a petition to tbe House of Lords, 
praying for leave to be beard by counsel and witnesses, 
although it was not probable that any necessity woold arise of 
availing themselves of tbe privilege. Mr. A. read a petition 
approving of the principle of tbe bill, hot objecting to details. 

Mr. John Aifoua said, be woold yield to no gentleman 
present in the promotion of measores for the benefit and welfare 
of tbe borough of Gateshead. At the same tine be woold 
oppose what was calculated to entail considerable expense on 
tbe ratepayers, both in maturing and carrying it oat, witboot 
aANrding any prospect of remuneration. If any gentleman 
could inform him what promise the Tyne Conservancy Bill 
held out of profit and advantage to Gatesbead, he would 
strongly advocate its enactment; but be was persuaded that 
tbe river does woold be fonnd little enoogh to meet tbe salaries 
of tbe Commissioners and the conservancy of tbe Tyne, while 
tbe navigation would probably not be moch improved, and 
neither Newcastle. Shields, nor Gatesbead would be repaid 
their espenses. If Gateshead got the liberty to load or unload 
at a public quay of its own, it would have to make the quay 
and band over tbe does to the Commissioners. The Council 
should be cautions bow it plunged the borough into diA- 
onlties. If. he repeated, there were any prospect of benefit 
from the biU, he would gladlvsign a petition in its favour; but 
believing that the whole affair was a rank job, he was opposed 
to the adoption of the present petition. 

Mr. John Robsom said they bad already petitioned tbe 
House of Commons in favour of the bill, and woold stultify 
themselves if they demurred to petition the Lords: Mr. Angus 
had questiooed whether Gateshead would reap any advantage . 
by tbe bill. Gateshead, like tbe other towns on toe banks of 
the river, was vitally interested in iu good management: and 
believing that it would be better managed by a Commissiop 



than by the Corporation of Newcastle, be woold move the 
adoption of the petition. 

Mr. Cook said be had gnat pteasure io seoonding the 
motion, although it might entail some little additional expense 
on tbe borough. It 'was quite necessary, from the manner in 
which the river and its revenues had been mismanaged, that 
tbe eooservaney should be taken out of tbe hands oiF the 
Corporation of Newcastle, and entrusted to a Board of Com> 
missioners. 

Mr. Aid. Potts observed, that how any expense oonld arise 
to Gateshead, in carrying out the Conservaucv Bill, he could 
not peroeive. Even in committee on tbe bill, he believed that 
Mr. Hutt, not having himsell a voice ns a member of that 
committee, had retained counsel at his own cost. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Angus had alluded to a publie quay. He (Mr. PotU) 
thought that suoh an aooommodation would be one of the 
greatest benefits that oould be conferred upon Gateshead. 

Mr. JosBPH RoBBON : To be sure it would. 

Mr. Apedaile was asked where the Commissioners were to 
Iths 



I f It had been said that the business would be tranaaeted 
in London f 

Mr. Apboailb replied, that the first raeetinc of the Com* 
missiooers was to be held ii» Newcastle. After that, a meeting 
was to be held every month (with liberty to hold, also, special 
meetings); and two of the monthly meetings in each yearwere 
to beheld in North Shields and two in South Shields; tbe 
other meetings would be held where? er tbe Board might ap- 
point. 

Mr. Aid. CoKMura said he had long been of opinion that a 
change was needed, and cordially supported the present petition 
in favour of the prindple of the bill. The river Tyne had been 
sadly mismanaged by tbe Corporation of NeweesUe. In other 
ports— go where you migbtp-yon found navigable rivers better 
managed and iu much better condition. He had therefore 
' voted for the petition to the Hoose of Commons» which that 
Coonoil, in a meeting of eighteen members, had unanimously 
adopted ; and he would vote for tbe present motion. As to the 
expense, the borough woold inour none worth naming. No 
ratepayer need pay one farthing of tbe expense incurred by the 
promoters of the bill, unless he chose to subscribe voluntarily. 

Mr. Angus said he woold move an amendment, even if he 
had no seconder If they sanctioned tbi^bill, they oonld not 
draw back, and should therefore be careful. He would move 
that tbe present petition be not sent to the House of Lerds, bat 
that they should wait and see what was done. Th^ would be 
better able to decide what step they should take^ when they 
knew tbe expense. He must say that they might get worse 
neighbours than Newcastle. Newcastle and Gateshead should 
be closely bound up together in amity. He was convinced that 
the Corporation of Newcastle was one of the most honourable 
that could be fonnd in the North of Bngland. Money might 
have been taken from the river funds for the improvement of 
tbe streets of Newcastle; that he could not defend; the rate- 
payers should bear that expense themselves. But be could not 
support Mr. Robson's motion, and would therefore moTc that 
the petition be not sent 

Mr. DoooLSB supported tbe original motion. He thought 
the bill would benefit the borough of Gateshead; and if any 
oost were incurred, it must be very trifling — too trifling to 
deter tbem from sending up m petitton. 

Tbe amendment was not seoonded; and the original motion 
•having been put, it was adopted all but nnanimonsly. The 
meeting then broke up. 



YOBK, NEWCASTLE, AM) BERWICK 

RAILWAY. 

Tax adjourned meeting took place at York, on tbe 11 tb Julv, 
but as notice had been given that a further adjournment would 
Uke place, tbe attendance of proprietors was very limited. Mr. 
R. Dat»b took the ohair. 

TheLonD Mator said the Committee of Investigation Tciy 
deeply regretted that circumstances had arisen to prevent 
them presenting their second report on this oecasioo. They 
might, perhaps, hare had it ready on tbe Monday; but as ft 
was 01 considerable extent, they were' anxious that the share- 
holders should have asore time, so that they might go oooUy 
and deliberately thrrogh the whole before the day of meeting. 
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I the np€fft is tbe 



oftiM 



I hofed to pi 

It klff than FriAiU«f«Biaff, and tbii woold flfi 

■B UBplt oppMtoBlly ef perarfac IL He^ fSttdnhnt 

beoidtDaofe that tUi ■■rtJig be a^fewe d toTtanday, 

Mr. LOTB leooaded the awtleo* 

Mr. Cbattoe lald he wiihed to inqalra wheChor the leporC 
iPBaUhealiaaloMt 

Hm Lobd Hatoe: Na 

Mr. Chattoe thai aeked what ftnttar p«ied woold be 
lemriied to flnith the lahom eff the eottmltlae. 

The Lobd Matoe eoald not 



1 not aoiw that qmitioD. He 
proprietor that the Moan of the 
thej worked loag hourly aad did 



aUthqr eoald to fot throaah their datloi ao ooon i 
He hoped thqr wooU be aUe to fltalB at the neit I 
'eatfaej^ 




aotiee that at the neat 

roiolatioB >-^ That the 

aad that the praeat 

~w tbr eh 



It of the Gnat North of Sogjand mirdiaie, the 

tbereforo gafo 

foUowioa 

Mdtol£ 

a epeeial 



he ihovld aMifo the foUowiog 
of dirooton be loenaied t 
be leiiaMlwl ti 
8 that the aaoMo of the ^ 
than be MBt to the Seerotaiy by aay 



,at whkh 



•hanholdery aad the fleui ie tai y ehall iafoi 

of the MBM te the efaeolar eaUfaig the 

■■■tiag they shaU baOet for the rmliite aaaiber oat of the 
that it Is hi^ espedieBt to ooaipletB the aew 
leotleB, te eite that the aMn of theeoaipai^ 



Board of ]>ivBOtleB, 



■otioa for the 



aayw 
The 
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SECOHD SEFOBI. 



Thb CoaualtlBeate theb ooeoad nporL a eepy of whieh Is 
dves to mr or fife salgeets, 



..jteearL 

kaviag other ■attHi for a fiaal ropoft 
1. SuxDBELiBD DoGX.-^The flitt roDort stated that the 

iBBO Bei 



ohareholden te the York, Neweaatle, aad Berwiek Bailway 
had saBotiflBod a sabeoiplioB to the SBBderiaad Deek estaad. 
teff to £ai»> ihaies, or £70yOOO; aad that MM •hans wera 
parbhased ky Mr. HadsoB.aadtraBsftewdtetothe jeiat aaaoi 
of hiauoif aad two other dineton. Calls had beea paid, aot 
oBly ea aeeoBBt of the 8J000 sbaros, bat also 1MB the^^ 
of the eeaipaay's finds; asMBBtteff to £91,7»18s. lid. at 
dale of the firit rapert ; aad a ferther OBM of £figBO lOs. 



idaeloraBBBpaldeallonthoigMdsharss. These 
le teto Mr. Hadsea's haads te ooasstaiaiB of aa 
oflBrwMohhe awde^ at a dook ■setiag te 1817, «to trite ap 
the sham of aay geBtkaMB at par who aright he dispossd to 
esUthoflk' NoieeotetloB.soiBrasthealBBtobooksofthe 
laUway eoauNH^ showed|W pievloBsly besB eoBM te by ^ 
diNotors.teteMPmetlielBlflnst held te the dook; iBdidl the 
dirsotere dsaied aay kaowledge of sash a parpostb The idea 
orlgteated whh Mr* Hadso% lad was fbst uyaMiaaiialeil ky 
hteTtolfo. JaflMs BlehardsoB aad Mr. Nisholas Wood i 
the saade at Saadsriaadi ea the Morateg of the 4 
Mr. HadsoByte parehasteg the shans efltead te hia te l 
saaBooofhleehalkag^aetedeB his owb ladifldaal nspoBd- 
bOily. HIsstateBMBttotheeoBtrttywasaotboraeoatteefU 
deaee. No aiteato of the pavAase was Bade aatll acia thaa 
two years afterwards-HM^tedeed, aatU the appotetaeat of a 
ooeualtlee of tefestiiatkMi was knowB te be te eoBtBBmhaloa«* 
aad thsateteoBi whieh aasaned the IgaeraBoe of the board. 
TbeoiUs apea the shans w«e paid oat of the faads of the 
oompaBy, aad eatand late the books whsa aade, bat kept 
froB the Imowledge of the dianheldsrB by the easterioB of As 
aaoaat froai the hidMcariy aeeoaatOf aata Febraaiy lasti 
whcB the saai ef XttiffT lOs. fias oatBied ; bat BO ' ' 
was eveatheagifaate the sbaraholdsis that ai ' 
k had becB taioai te the deek thaa theSiNM) ri 
~ ft shans 



saaoHoaed. The 



of the! 



the )oiat-BaBMaof Messn. Hadsoa, Dattestiwi ■iwiwuiwi, wmn 
htdiMtyetbeea driinnd te titt SaadMlaDd Doek Coapaay 



for recistrMloai aad the eoaualtlss^ wkh the leotB of the Bwet» 
lagofFobiaaffylastbefbntheaHweraef opiaioa thati 



itoprssfaidethei 

jtheanoBBt to be sabsoribed to the dook. 
ofcr modi they regretted the tedMdval eoassqasaees that 
aright follow trosi a rafasal to adopt the 9iS45 aharesp they were 
of opteloa that they oaght not to be adopted, aad that stepe 
thoald be takca to rsooter the anoBBt which had beeaUkfally 



How- 



% AuoTMBina or tsb NawcAafLS abd Bbewick 
SHABBa^The origtealeaaital of the N e w ea rt i e aad Berwick 
was £70(M)OO^te 9B/)0Odiares ; bat the Uae betogoppooed, 
aad the espeasss tocraaaed, the sabssriptioB eoBtraet was in- 
ereaeed aeeordteg|y. The shares wen allotted to the propt 



ton of the Neweastle aad Dariiagtoa Railway, who wen the 
proanten of the ezteaskia to Berwick; aad fnai statensats 
BMde bf Mr. Hadssa te 1845 the tnasaetieii woald stead 



thas:— 

Origiael shans of N. aad B. 98,000 

1 aUotanat of N.aad B. topro- 
lofN.aadD 14/)00 

8^ of the origiael riuuas, aad 1^81 of the seeoad.n 
together 6^488, woald reaaate aaaapoftioBcd, aad to be 
aceoaatedfvkythoDireetonof thelieweastleaad Dariteg- 
tOB Ceaipaayi who wen also the direelonof the Neweutteaad 
Berwiek. Bat the coflnalttoe aew foaad that testead of the 
register of the shareholdon eormpoadteg with the etatcBMBta 
of Mr. Hodson at neettegs held Aagast 6 aad 80, 1845»the 
* or of rofistsred sharn had beca laenasod tolMkOOOu betag 
hf 14/)00, thaa his dedaratioas woald jastify. The 




place withoat at oaceescitteg 
» Blade ap; aad the Chaimaa 
that thedlncton had aot bcea 



the first BMetiag of the Newcastle aad Berwiek,te 1845,sach 
aa issae eoald Bot bate takea ] * 
atteatkNi. Bat it was aot so i 
bafiag stated at the BMsliBg that I 

able to coaipleto the register of Bharee,the shareholden wen 
iadaced to perarit the eealiag of the register to be defeired aatll 
the Bwetiag of Pebraary, 18w. The Secretanrtwhea asked why 
thersaistorwas act Bwdeap te Aagast^ 1816^ staled that he 
thoaght the rsasoa was that the whole of the shans wen act 
thea apportioBod— a rsasoB which the ooanrittee fally bettofcd ; 
for it BOW appeared that te the iaterval betweea the aieetteg 
aad the foUowteg half-yearly meetteg. Febroaryy 1846, parties 
had bcea ptaeed te the registsr as sharriiolden who had bo 
title to sharee by reasoa of boUteg any shans te the Neweastle 
aad Dariiagtoa or Neweastle aad Berwiek CeaipaBy. Then 
addWoas wen Blade to aa eiteat^ aad tefoWteg an aBMmat of 
profit, wUeh the ooaurittee hoped aad beUcfedto be withoat 
a peraUri te theUstoiy of pablie coaipaaies; aad, aeoordteg 
to the efideace^ it was deae eatirriy ky the ChalroMB and 
8esretary,aBkBowB to the other direeton, aad cortalaly with- 
oat aay ariaate^ or aa eatiy of aay deeeriptkm, te the I ' 



books of the coBipapy. 

Mr. HadsoB had takea for his owa vse 10^804 shares, 
althoagh he was oa^ eatitled to 9871. 3,^ wenobtaiaed 

befbntheneetlagofr ^ 

aad wen 



neetlag of 1846, while the shares wen as yet scrip, 
sellteg at very large preariaais; aad whea the 
BMhehadsddallthUscrip. Theeoaualttee woald 




lecrip. 

hb own ladiTldBal I 
as a BMst flegraat i 

the shareholden ; aad the BMde in wUeh he appropriated i 
other 7JW shares was eqaallyreareheasible. He reqaired the 
Sec r et ary to eater apoa the ropster the aaoMs of parties who 
had BorighttobetbBn>-hisowBBaaMforM84shares9thc 
soUciton of the coaipaay for ly846,his Loadoa baakerforSlfiy 
the Seerotaiy for 86, the thea Maaager of the beak of whieh 
Mr. HadsoB was ohairiMB flbr 80, aad the hue Mr. Rlehard 
NleholseB for 4X1 Then eatrin wen Bade for Mr. HadscB'k 
owa pnllt.aadtheproeeedsoftheflrinweBttohisBse. The 
pnfiti naKaed ea the biBeaetioa anst ha?e anoaated to 
£l4flb704^ assaflriag the arin to hate beea effeotod at the 
aMrket-priees. BapteaatloBs had beea gitea by Mr. Hedsoat 
b«t thqr wen BOt salislMtery, 



Digitized by 



Google 



T6 



It vat dear, froB the etideaee of the dlieelon (appended to 
the leport), that Mr. Hodaeo had done whateter he thought 
proper In quoMfiDg and eontralUnf theaflain of the eompany ; 
bat the eommittee eoald not too strongly depreeate the utter 
vaat ot attentkm to the oompaay't iateresu vhieh was indicated 
bythediselaiMerof thedireetofsofaU knovledae of these Im- 
portant matters. Had they not been gvilty of the most colpa- 
Me negleety Mr. Hudson eonld never have aeted as he had done. 

The eommittee reoommended that Mr. Hudson be instantly 
te^oired to aooount for the piollt derived from the shares to 
whieh he was not entitled, and that measures be taken to com- 
pel a restitution el the monlftSt 

S. Yore aiid NurcAiTU Ezriveiov Sbarbs, No. 1«— 
In addition to the proportion of these shane to whieh he was 
entitled, Mr. Hndkon took fiOO in his own name, and the names 
of Mr. B. T. WiisoBythen manager of the Unkm Bank in York, 
and Ifr. Riehard Pearson, a elerk in the bank. TheaggrMate 
premhiaMWoakI amount at the time to £4/)0a The eommittee 
considered that Mr. Hudeoo had no right to make any eueh 
appropriatioo, and ought now to aooount for the value of the 
shaiee at the time he took them. Itshould also be stated, that 
although 90O eertifieatee were issued in the name of Mr. 
Wilkinson as hmg ago as Febmaiyv 1^^* neilher the deposit* 
nor calls upon these shares had been paid kj Mr. H. until after 
the investigation of the eommittee had eommenceds and even 
then he paid no inteiest on SOO out of the 680 sharesy although 
the purdiasers of them had been in the meantime reeelving 
dividends eveiT year out of the funds of the company, as if the 
deposits and caus had been legulariy paid when they became 
due. 

Besides the fiOO taken by Mr. Hudson, the directors each 
took 100 beyond what he was entitled to, and which, when 
allotted, were of the value of £900 premium. The directws had 
no ririit to theee shares, and the eommlttse strongly disap- 
proved of such indireet patment for eerviees; but they did not 
advise any proceedings to be taken for restitution; Mr. Hudson, 
; be aUowed the benefit of aa aUotment of 100 



sharss, to place him on an equality with his 

d/m of the sharee remained yet unappropnaieo, me saie oi 
which would have i«aliied£100/)00 for the company. But 
while Ifr. Hudson made eitensive sales for his own beoefit, he 
made none for the benefit of the ehareholders; yet the resolu- 
tion of the eompany, leaving those surplua sharee to the 
disposal of the &eetcrs, made it their dutar to sell them for 
the benefit of the proprlctaiy, and not to take any of them for 
their own. 

4. TBI Bft4in>Lnie Juncnov SBAmia^— The Brandling 
Junetion line was purchased by Mr. Hudson. August 18. 1844. 
August 16, at a meeting of the direetors ofttieNcwoastteand 
Oanfaiffton Company, (prssenf, Meeers. Hudson, Davies, 
BIcharason, and OakyO n was resolved that, in consideratfon 
of Mr. Hudson's tnmsinence of the purdiase at the saase price 
which he had paid for it, 800 of the new shares to be issued to 
raise the amount be given to him. At a meeting of the share* 
holders, Februnr 4. 1645. »/)00 shares wen cceated fbrUie 
purehaee, 90/^00 of which were aUotted to the share* 
Mdcrs of tiie Neweastie and Dailfaigtoo. The oUier 9,000 
wera plaeed Ly a retolutioa at tiie dlBpoul of the 
dlreclon^ and B proposal to preieat tb«Dl to Mr. Hodsou 
wa» favonfablj received by the loeetiog ; but so iotiiaatioii was 
made to the *herdiolder» of the arraageineiit far 500 shun ; 
andf obvloiuly, the remsrks mide rei pectin^ Use York and 
fieweastle Esteujioni applied, in a gr«at mevure, to tills 
tiunsi^tion ftlta. Tbe formal retolatioo booDd tlie dtrectorsto 
diflpos« of the surplus ibaiei for the coaipuy's beaeflt* Bat on 
|be5tbol March the^ placed than all at the disposal of the 
Cfaain&aii, bdag equtvaknt to a booai of £43,000; but Mr. 
CloiiQ ftated, in g^iTJD^ CTideaoci that Mr. Hudson ga^Q to Mr. 
Davles and Mr. James Bi<;bardaoa 100 each ; Mr. CLoae^50; 
Mr, HanisoD and Mr, R, StephenioDf 35 each ; and Mr^ wood} 
30* 

5b Tea PuBCHABB or Ibov Baiu.— On the 11th of 
Januaiy. 184ft, and ImmediatBlj belbra Uie bin lor making tile 
Neweastie aad Berwick Bailwaj was submitted to parliament, 
Mr. Hudson eon dn ded a eontraet (which had beenpartiy 
made fai the previous SMmth of Ootober) with Messrs. Tbomp- 
aoa, Fcrman, d& Co, iron-flsanufaeturers» London, for thepur- 
dmse of lO/lOOiails, at £6 10s. On tiieaotii of Jannair, 
|M0| tiw piufiiioiial eemmittn of tiw NawouiOe and BcnM 



ameting of the committee, (preeent, the eame parties, with also 
Mr. Plues,) tenders were reoeived. The tender of Messrs. 
Thompson d& Forman, at £13^ per ton, was aeoepled lor 
14/)00 tons; and the tenders of four other partiee for IfiOO 
tons. Mr. Hudson was interested in Thompeon d& Forman's 
eontraet to the extent of 7jOOO tons, that quantity having been 
supplied out of the lOfiOO tons purdmsed ^Mr. Hudson at 
£6 10s. The profit on tile 7/)00 would amount to £88J{000: 



7/)00 1 

and Mr. Hudson must have known that ho was ai^ng i 

in being interssted in any sudi oontiaet with a oooqiany of 

which he was Chairman. 

PATMma TO LamiowiiBa axd CovT&Acromad— The 
lirit account presented to the Neweastleand Berwick Company 
was for tiw half-year ending December Sly 1840^ and iDdadcd 
this items— ^ Land, £97,800." But the actual uayments for 
land at that time amounted to £8^800 only; and of the above 
sum of £97,800, £31/)00 was, in foot, not paid, but taken by 
Mr. Hudson out of the oompainf's funds, and applied to his own 
use. ThiswasthcBsodeinwltidiheeaBetedit:— Hetooktwo 
of the company's cheques, December 80, 1840, to theamount 
of £14|000, dgned bgr hfansdf and Mr. Davies-one made pay- 



ble to tiie Dukeof Northumberiand for £1(^000, and tiie otiier 
to tiie Earl of TankervUle for £4/)00-and f our otiier dieques, 
dgned by bhnsdf and Mr. James Bichaidson, and made p^. 
able to Bad Or^(£0^OOO), Lady M. 8tanley7es,000), Sir M. 
W. Ridley (£^000), and Uie Bad of Carlisle (£7/)00}--none of 
which cheques Mr. Hudson handed to the parties in whose 
favour they purported to bediawn. These cheques formed the 
only documents preeented as vouchers to the aiuditon; and it 
was obvious that such a mode of audit preeented no 
eeeurily whatever to the shareholders. By this system 
the aooouats continued overoharged in each half-year 
down to the year 1849; for until the appointment of the 
coasmittee Mr. Hudson retained the greater portion of the 
£81,000 in his own hands ; but cs the day after the eommittee 
was formed he lestorsd to the company the sums whidi he had 
taken as on aceount of Sir M. W. wdley. Lady M. Stanly, 
and Lord T^nkerville— on tiie 19tii of May, tiie sum taken for 
thcEarlofOariisle— andon the 14tii of May, the sum taken 
for tile Duke of NorthumberUmd— with interest cs the whole 



CCS, to draw cheques for the payment of the I 
and to the same parties: and the monies so drawn must have 
forflsed tiie suljeet of andit by the same two gentienen (Messrs. 
Thomas Barstow and Homy RIefaaidson) who passed the ac- 
count oontaining the previous payments. 

Again :» December 81, 1847, Mr. Hudson drew £40,000 as 
for Rush at Lawton, Hatterslqr ^ Nowdl, and Maekay 8& Co., 
contractors, and paid it to his own private credit at his banker's; 
tiie vigihmee of tiie anditors bdng evaded, as before, hj tiie 
mere producticn of the dieques. No entiy was made fai the 
books to the debit of the eontracters; bu^ by special instruc- 
tions from the Seerelafy, the derk posted tne payamnts to a 
d istin ct account entitied" Worka." On the 10tiiof May, Mr. 
Hudson restorsd the iMoey, with £3^78 18s. 7d. interest 

Sueh transactions showed how looeely the noeounts had been 
kept: and an the explanations given by Mr. Hudson failed to 
eopvincetheooB M n ltl sethathehad a^y right so todealwitii 
the company's funds and to ftld^ tiie aoeounts. 

In condnsfon, the eommittee reoommended that so soon as 
ttm boaid of diMotioB 
bebddatNeweaitia. 



**'"l^.«'«!^>*-^"W-- 



It contains tile 

«nt,midfoas 

long as we coul d find room lor, our comrhnvingoidy rsached 
I we were preparing for prees. The signatuies to the 
t are theee ofMessrs. Janms Meeky Horatio Love^ Jamm 



us as < 



Leeohmaa, John Kipliag^ D. M<IiaN% John Shidd. 

YORK AND NORTH MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
Tea shaiehdders held an eatiaordhmy meeting In York, 
en Thursday, July 19^ to leodve a lepoiC bom tiw < 
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The raport begta by ititliig tli«t it would be limited to two 
subjeoUy the ^ Hall and Selby Share Purchase Aoeoant," and 
the *' oorreetnoM or otherwise of the weekly pablisbed traffic of 
the prefeot year and the corresponding period of 1848," leaving 
other matters for a further report. 

The oomnUttee found, on commencing their inquiry, that a 
committee of direetorsy appointed April 20, 1849, had already 
investigated the Hull and Selby acoonnt,and had reported May 
3. These direetors (Sir John Simpson, Mr. George Dodsworth, 
and Mr. George JenningsJ having eaamined books and papers, 
ascertained that in October, 1846^ Mr. Hudson had purchase 
(for £35,616 Its. 6d.) 33 shares of £50 each, 509 of £25, and 
395 of £12 IDs., and sold them to the York and North Midland 
Company for £38^42 17s. lOd., including stamps and commia- 
sion. This transaction the committee of three proposed to 
cancel $ the money to be repaid by Mr. Hudson with 5 percent, 
interest; and on such repa^fment the shares to be transferred 
to Mr. Hudson, and the dividends received thereon by the 
company to be paid over to him. On the 22d day of May, 
the directors (Mr. Hadaon assenting) resolved that the recom- 
mendation of the committee should be adopted, but that, to 
allow Mr. H. an opportunity of selling the shares on reasonable 
terms, immediate payment should not be required : Mr. Hud- 
son, however, in the mean time, to give his note of hand, 
payable twelve months after date (and carrying interest at 5 
l>er cent), for the amount due to the company on the transac- 
don ; and the company to hold the shares as seenrity, allowing 
Mr. Hudson to sell them from time to time. On the 23d of 
May the secretaiy produced Mr. Hudson's note of hand for 
£40,177 128. 2d. The neat day (May 24), the shareholders 
appointed the committee of investigation. ** Your committee," 
says the report of the 12th insL><' do not wish to impugn the 
decision come to by the directors, but they would have preferred 
the settlement to have been made in cash." 

Next, as to the weekly publications of traffic:-- 

'* The shsNholdsn an no doabt tww tbet Ihe aaoontt of eornfaigt 
weoklj by railway eompanlat are not altogether aioertained iSote, bat to 
eome extent only eetimates ; the fiou being aeeertatned afterwarde by 
eaeh ooapany eettUag aoooents with other eompantee for traiBo eon- 
t«yed over more than one line. ThepraeUee Inthle ooMpaayhaibeon 
for the offleen of the eooipany to make a retam of their cotfoMtee of the 
week'e traffle to the direotore; and to the return so made the direetore 
have. In many Instaneee, made additions previooi to their eending the 
amount for pnblloation. 

'* Yonr eommittee have made the fallest inveetlntion Into the reoeoas 
whieh aotaated the direetore In making theee addltlone ; and the whole 
ovidonee before thorn gjoi to ehow that it wae done with the ede oMeet 
ofreotUyingthelneofreeteetimaleetheyhadrBerivod. • • • 

"Theoommitteo woold draw the attention of the shareholdere to the 
faet Cexhibited in a table annexedlftbat daring this year the eitimatee 
of the oi&etrs has been antformly nnder the eamingt ; and even after 
the addltlone made by the direetore, the amoant laid before the pablio 
laile short of the earnings. 

" At the last general mMting, the sharsholdoro were assared, on the 
anthority of Mr. laadson, that the aeooonts to the 31st of Deoember last 
were oorreetly stated. Tear eommittee hare now to report to yoa that 
ehese aeoonnts were not eorreet. On the oontrary, soTeral entries <rpre 
made in yoor books at that balanee wbidh were altogether delusifo. 
Some of these entifee were made by Mr. Peier Clarke, In eompUaneo 
with an IntlmatloB ooouy«d to him to thBt«fleot vorhally by Mr. Had- 
aon, without Mr. Clarke informing any of the other direetore, who were 
•ntirBly Ignorant at the time that any sneh improper entries were omdo 
in yonr books. 

*' Mr. Clarke migned his offloe by letter to the direetors on the ISth 
of May last. That resignation has been aeeepted by the Board, and 
will take eAok on the 19th of Angast. 

"Tonr eommittee regret that they are oompeUed to add, that In the 
pievloBs balf.y early statements similar entries of an nnfonnded eharaster 
have been made ; bat it will require eensiderable farther time before the 
eommittee will be able to inrestigare and report on the etate of the books 
and assets of the eompany. 

'*It U extrsBMlj pamiU to the oommiltes to annomee U you this 
fhst without being In a position to lay the parttenlare before yoa. 



bot they are anwiUlBg to withhold tnm joa the knowledge of eo impor- 
tant a matter any longer than thev oan poeelbly avoid. The partieolare 
will be laM before yoa at ae earfy a period ae pontble, but at present 



the eommltteo are unable to eay more maa that the total amoant whIeh 
will be rsqatred to pat the books In order appeara to them to be from 
jB70,000 to £80,000 ; whieh som is the aeoamalation of all sums whieh 
maj Ibave been Improperly plaeed to eapital aesoont in former years. 
This sum arises lo part firom the entries before alluded to, and In part 
from the siovsnl^ m anner in whieh the aeooonie have been kept and the 

■* No •eeomt of stores has ever been kept; and the i 



•Your 
I 30, 



I instraotlensto have the storm on hssid. 



doee not repreeent the amount nsed, bat only the amoant whieh might 
be paid for, aeddentally or otherwise, daring the period. The tiadee- 
men'e aeeounts have never been eallid for and settled at any of the 
periods when the books were balaneed. 



ve given ii 

Jane 30, taken aeooant of and valued, and the tradesmen's aeeoonH 
ealled for and paid up, in the hope that a real and efflsient balanoe may 
be made as on that day, and that firom that time yonr aoeonnts may show 
for the (Utare the aetnal amoants of reeeipt and espenditore properly 
appertaining to eaeh half-year. 

*' From the oareless manner of oonduetiag the busioees, and from the 
want of a eorreet system of books, it will be an extremely laborious task 
for yoor eommittee to lay before you anything like an intelligible euio. 
ment of the present position and future prospeots of yonr property. 
They entreat, therefore, that yoa will have patlenee witn them daring 
the time that must efaipea beffore their laboors oan be eonoladed. They 
aaeore von they will eontlnne their inveetigatlon with all the energy 
and diligenoe in their power; and the eimple truth shall beetated to 
yoa, as far as they ean arrive at It. 

" In oonelnslon, yonr oommlttae think it right to etate, that they have 
reeeived fh>m Mr. Hodson and the direetors, as also from the solldtors 
and every offloer of the eompany whom they have had oeeasioo to ean 
before them, every assistanee and infonnation whieh they have rrqalrsd 
from them." 

The report was reeeived ; and the meeting, after some little 
discussion, was adjourned to the usual halt-yearly meeting day , 
of which due notice will be given. 
» 

HuTT Street and Maltbt Placb. — Mr. R. C. 
Youog, whose offer of building sites on the Windmill Hills, 
near the new toUgate, is now before the public, has issued 
lithographed elevafions of the proposed houses :— *' MaltbT- 
place** to front the west, and ** Hutt-street" to front— one side 
the west, the other the east. The eaecation of the plan will be 
ornamental to the borough, and add to iu domestic accommo- 
dations; and every Gatesider must fed anxious that Mr. 
Young abould prosper in his enterprise. 

Our Exports and Imports. — The retorns of the 
Board of Trade for the month ending June 5, are again on the 
whole satisfactory, the increase in the exports being £050,549^ 
as compared with iune^ 1819— a month, however, which, con- 
trasted with the corresponding period of the preceding year, 
showed, it must be remembered, a decrease of £1,133^000. It 
is gratifying to observe, that the improvement exhibited is not 
caused by a great increase in a few articles, but that it is spread 
over almost all— 6 only out of 31 items being on the adverse 
side. Machinery continues to be the one which shows the 
heaviest falling off. The following particulars are of interest :— 



lOolm < 



1849. 

£l8fi03 
60,S6S 
63,978 
19,674 

167,17« 
d«,]SO 

616,014 
84,441 



184g. 
• £18,970 
. 81,998 
. 48,996 

eiass MannflMtnrss .••••..• 91,466 

Hardwarm and Oatlery 131.387 

Mashlaery »..«m 67,999 

Metals 689.090 

Salt -«.*....* 90.409 

The total ineiease in exports during the first five months of the 
present year, as compared with the five corresponding months 
of 1848, is £24)47,399. The first five months of that year, 
however, as compared with the same period of the preoedrag 
one, piesented a deerease of £9^68,946; so that the recovery 
from the effects then produced is not yet quite complete. 
Nevertheless, looking at the long.protracted Danish blockade, 
and the state of Germany and Italy, the figures now exhibited 
in the above returns are such as to furnish cause for wonder, as 
well as for congratulation. As regards imports, there is nothing 
to call for particular remark. Grain and flour, of cours^ con 
tinue to show a large increase, and to give evidenee 
of the enormous advantage that must have been eonfemd 
by its introduction upon the mass of the population. Tn 
other articles there is no important variation. The use of arti- 
cles of comfort and luxury continues steady, but not extimva- 
gant; and the entire Ubles contain no indication of auythhig 
likely to check the favourable balanee of trade whieh has so 
long existed.-«lftetfiir J<namaL 

- ■ w — 

THE REBEL AND THE MURDERED MEMBERS. 

[BT A COaaiSPOWDKMT.1 

You favoured yonr readers, on the 26tn of May, with some 
interesting partionlsjrs relative to General Forster. the rebel 
M.P., and Ferdinand Forster, the murdered M.P., both of 
whom were members for the county of Northumberland. 

As you truly observe, our local writers have left the his- 
tory of these nnfortunategentlemen shrouded in considerable 
doubt and obscurity. Even their names are so variously 
given that unless we had other undoubted authority w» 
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should almost question thair yoy existence. ' In the absenee 
of a better account the following brief memoranda may not 
be uninteresting to some of jour readers, and are given in 
the hope that some one more qualified for the task wUl take 
up the subject. 

Ferdinand Forster, Esq., one of the repreaentatives for the 
county of Northumberland in the fifth parliament of King 
William the Third (the first session of which commenced 
Februaiy dth* 1700-1),< wat the third son of Sir William 
Forster, of Bamborouffh, Knight, and, according to a monu- 
mental mseiiption in the parish church at that place. " was 
bom on the Uth of February, 1669, and died unmarried 22d 
August, 1701."+ The accounts we have of his death are con. 
flictins: but that he fell beneath the murderous hand of 
Fenwiek, is admitted by all our local historians, and is fur- 
ther corroborated by the resistor of the parochial church of 
St. Andrew's, Newoastle, iraich informs us that ** Mr. John 
Fenwiek, of Bock, stabd Mr. Ffardinandoe Foster, E«q. 
parlyment man for Northumberland, the twentyHMcond day 
August, 1701, betwixt the Whitt Cros and the Thomtree."; 
The assizes were being held in Newcastle at the very time— 
the commission having been opened on Tuesday, August Idth, 
1701, belore Edward Ward, Knight, Lord Chief Baron, and 
John Turton, Knight, Justice of the King's Bench. || Fen- 
wiek was immediately apprehended, brought to trial, con- 
Yicted, and executed for the murder (as stated in your paper) 
on the 25th of the following month — that event being thus 
recorded in the register of St. Andrew's:—^ Mr. John Fen- 
wiek, of Rock, was hangd the 26th da? of Sept, 1701, for 
fltabing Ffardinandoe Foster, Esq., of Bambra, a parlemant 
man-^S 

Mackenzie says there were four parliaments during the 
reign of Queen Anne; Hutchinson, /Svs; but, according to 
Cobbett, rix / Now who is to decide when doctors disagree! 
Hutchinson gives a list of the members who represented the 
county of NorthumberUnd in the parliaments of the 4th, 7th 
9th, and 12th years of her reign, leaving a blank for those 
returned to the first parliament. Mackenzie has copied the 
names from Hutchinson, but has neither filled up nor taken 
the slightest notice of the hiatus left by his predecessor, thus 
attemnting to make Wm readers believe that his is a full and 
complete list! This shows how carelessly Mackenzie's work 
has been got up. 

The following is Cobbett's list of the knights of the shire 
during the reign of Queen Anne, specifying the regnal year, 
names of the members, and date when the first session of 
eaeh parliament began:— 

1. Sir Francis Blake and Bertram Stote . . Oct. 20, 1702. 

4. Thomas Forster and Sir John Delaval. . Oct. 2d, 1705. 

6. Thomas Forster and Sir John Delaval . .Oct. 2S, 1707. 

7. Thomas Forster and Algernon Sey. 

mour. Earl of Hertford Nov. 16, 1706. 

9. Thomas Forster and Algernon Sey- 
mour, Earl of Hertford Nov. 25, 1710. 

12. Algernon Seymour, Earl of Hertford, 

and Francis Delaval Feb.l6,1714w 

On comparing the above Ust with that given by Hutchin- 
son, we find some irrecondleable diflbreBces. Can any of 
your numerous readers clear up the mattert 

Thomas Forster, Esq., the rebel ** Ueneral," was eon of 
Thomas Foster, of Etherstone, Esq., by Frances, danghter of 
the above-named Sir William Forster. f Whether the 
Thomas Forster returned to jparliament in the 4th, 6th, 7th. 
and 9th years of the reign of Queen Anne, was the ^ €^eral 
Forster'^^of 1715, our local historians do not inform us; but 
be this as it may, certain it is the " General" was one of the 
representatives for Northumberland in the first parliament of 
King Georffo the First 

As the histoiT of the ^General" is so ably given in your 
paper, it is useless enlarging upon it further than to point 
out a glaring error our local historians have fallen into 
respecting him. Surtees** calls him John Forster, Esq., bro- 
tber-in.law to Lord Crewe; whtcfa error is repeated by 
Sykesft and Bi(Aardson.^t ^^ Crewe married Dorothy, 
sister to Ferdinand Forster, Esq., M.P., another daughter of 
the above-named Sir William h orster, and, in consequence, 
was the <• Qenerars" uncle. Sir William had other ttai«e 
» William, John, and Nicholas |l!f— who of course would 



be brothers-in-law to Lord Crewe; bnt they all died many 
years before the ill-starred insurrection of in.5. 

At the time of his defection, the ** General'' was only in 
the 84th year of his age. §§ He had the good fortune to 
escape out of Newoate. He 6ed to Rome; and, after many 
years spent in exue, far from his native land, he died at 
Boulogne in France during the autumn of 1788,5[^ whence 
his remains were brought to this country for burial. The 

farochial register of Bsmborough informs us that " Thomaa 
orster. Esq., of Adderstone, was buried at Dover in Essex, 
2 Oct., 1788, and afterwards in the vault at Bambro, 7 Dec., 
1738."»« 'r. R. 

Walworth street, Bishopwearmouth, July, 1849. 
* Cobbett's Psrl. Hist Eog., vol. 6. pafs 1S30. 
•*• Wsllit's Nortbd. ii.,407. HatohioMm'e Northd. ii., 173. 
t Sharp's Cbrooieon lflrabile,p.93. 
H Brsod's Newesstl*. 11., 504. 
8 Hbarp's Cbron. Mir., p. 93. 
IT Wsllla.il., 406. 

*• History of Darbass. vol. i., psffs 148. 
HLoealR0oords.i.,199. 
It Tsbis Book, Hilt. Div., i.. 305. 
nil Wdlis.li..407. HutobiDiOD.ii.,173. 
ii WsHit,ll,.406. 
fir OendsnsD's Mm.. Not.. 1736. Wsllis, ii., 406. 
*•• Sbsrp't Obroo., Mir., p. 116. 

ARCHIBALD BOLAM. 

Tn THE EDITOR OF THE GATESHEAD OBSERVER. 

Sir,— Tour sacred duty to me, mv relations, and to society 
at large, demands the insertion of the following observations 
in your newspaper. 

The diiibolical paragraph which appears in the SuU 
AdvertUer of the 13th of October, 184o, purporting to be 
taken from the Oatethead Obterver^ was no douDt fulminated 
with the view of doing srievous harm. 

I declared at my tnsi, most solemnly, before God and my 
country, that I was innocent of the death of Joseph Millie; 
and at this moment, '* far awav from friends and foes," J do 
declare that I am guiltless of the crime with which I was 
charged; and, as I shall have to answer for it before God» 
the account which I gave at the time, to the best of ray 
recollection, was a true aooount of all I knew relating to the 
death of Joseph Millie. 

And to the said paragraphical charge I also (with the 
most profound contempt) plead— Not Gmlty. 

I never have been out of New South Wales since my 
arrival, in the vear of our Lord, 1840. Van Diemen's Land 
and Norfolk Island li»»the former about seven hundred 
miles to the south, and the latter about one thousand mUes 
to the east, of Botanv Bay; oonseouently I. could not have 
been convicted at Hooart Town, which is the capital of Van 
Diemen's Land; but, to place the matter beyond a doubt, I 
enclose a certificate from the principal superintendent of 
conriots of this colony, under whose observation I have been 
from the time I arrived until this hour. 

In conclusion, I earnestly beg that you will allow me a 
few inches for this letter, and that yon will otherwise 
endeavour to make every reoaration in your power for the 
outrage you have eommitted oy copyma (I cannot think you 
are the ostt/ior, when I take into consideration the part you 
took in my case before my trial,) a paragraph so fiendish. 
I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

AsOHIBiXD BOLAH. 

Sydney, New South Wales, March 80, 1849. 

I certify that Archibald Bolam arrived in Sydney by the 
ship Woodbridge, on the 27th of February, 1840; since whieh 
penod, up to the present date, he has remained under my 
control, and has never been abaent from this colony. 

J. M*LBAIf, 

Principal Superintendent of Oonviets, 
Sydney, March 80, 1849. 

[Having already twice contradicted the sUtement made to 
Mr. Bolam*s prelndioe by a resident in New South Wales, it 
is almost superfluous to insert this second exposure of its 
falsehood; but, of course, we cheerfully insert the present 
communication; we also think it due to the writer to give it 
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a prominent position, and to request that it may be copied I 
by those of our contemporaries who assisted in giving 
currenoj to the paragraph.— Ed. G-.O.] 

, _^ 

TYNE CONSERVANCY BILL. 
The peers forming the select com mitteeol the House of Lonlc, 
appointed to inquire into the merits of the Tyne Con<«erTaDuy 
Bill, are the Earl of Devon (Chairman), Earl Cowper, Viscount 
Canning, and Barons Lyttelton and Wynford. 

On Taeiday, July 24, the cooimittee heard Mr. Serflreant 
Wrangbam ior the bill; and Mr. R. NichoIsoD, C.E., was 
examined and cross-examined. 

On Wednesday, the committee reassembled. It had been 
supposed that the session of parliament would not close uniil 
theveoond week of AuKUSt; but it was now known that it 
would end with the 31st of July. The committee inquired 
whether it was at all likely— or even possible— that the inquiry 
could be proseeuted and closed, and the decision of the hoase 
taken, by the termination of the month ? 

It was admitted, on all hands, that the thinfc was imprac 
ticable; and the promoters of the bill requested, and obtained, 
an adjournment of the committee until Monday, that in the 
meantime the two houses might be solicited lor permis&ion to 
resume the bill in 1860 at its present itage. 

On Wednesday evening, a telegraphic message was received 
in Newcastle from the opponents of the measure in London, to 
this effect : — *^ The promoters of the bill have determined to 
call no further evidence. Send up no more witnesses. Com- 
mittee adjourned until Monday." Various constructions were 
put upon the communication, more or less coloured by the 
wishes of the interpreters. Nothing certain was known until 
Thursday, when, at a numerous and influential public meeting 
of the inhabitants, convened by the Right Worshipful the 
Mayor (Capt. Weatherley), in compliance with a requisition 
bearing nearly 5d0 signatures, further light was thrown upon 
the position of the bill in the Guildhall of Newcastle. 

The Mayor (who presided) intimated that the course intended 
to be taken at the meeting, which he had called together lur 
the purpose of petitioning the Lords, must now, be was happy 
to say, be changed, the committee having come on the pre- 
vious day (Wednesday) to this resolution:— "That the pro. 
meters of the bill having stated that, in consequence ot the 
probable early close of the session, they decline at present to 
o0er any further evidence, and having requested the committee 
to adjourn, in order to give time for some application to both 
Houses of Parliament, the committee have accordingly ad- 
ioumed, and pray your lordships' leave to adjourn till Monday 
nekt." (Cheeri.) He (the Mayor) would call upon some other 
gentleman to give further information: Dr. Headlam, be be- 
lieved, had received a letter from London. 

Dr. Headlam said, the Member for Newcastle, Mr. Headlam, 
had written him, saying— <* The Tyoe Conservancy Bill is 
abandoned for this session. The committee in the Lords exhi. 
bited a strong opinion upon it; whereupon the promoters gave 
it up, alleging as a reason the insufliciency of time, They are 
going to try in both bouses to get an order to allow the'm to 
take it up at the same sUge next session. This we shall 
oppose." It was (Dr. Headlam continued) the full intention of 
Mr. Headlam to have been present at this important meeting ; 
but owing to the turn which the matter bad taken at the la&t 
moment, ho had thought that he was more in the way of his 
duty to bis constituents by remaining in London. (Applause.) j 
On the motion of Mr. John Cookson, seconded by Mr. 9. I 
Stokoe, jun., it was now resolved that the meeting, at its rising, , 
do stand adjourned. 

Mr. W. L. Harle then congratulated his fellow.townsmen on 
their triumph; and Mr. R. Plummer, after joining in these 
congratulations, moved a vole of thanks to the Mayor; which 
was seconded by Mr. N. Hindbaugh, and carried by acclama. 
tioo. The meeting then broke up with three cheers. 

Intelligence has since been received of the refusal of the ap. 
plication made by the promoters, and the consequent loss of 
ihe bill. 



Death of Mr. John Wilson. — Wc regret to have 
to announce, that Mr. John Wilson, the renowned Scottish 
vocalist, who frequently visited Newcastle, (where the man was 
as much respected as the singer was admired,) died at Mootreal 



(or Quebec) on the 9ih July, of cholera, after an illness of three 
hours. A Quebec paper of the 7th July, directed by his own 
hand, was received by one of his friends in Newcastle on the 
same day that the intelligence of his death arrived. M r. Wilson 
was an Edinburgh compositor, and first came before the public 
as a vocalist about a quarter of a century ago. Shortly after 
bis farewell visit to Newcastle, be sailed for the United Stotes 
(with some members ot his family), and spent some months on 
a professional tour. At the latter end ot May, he visited the 
»< mammoth cave"* of Kentucky; an interesting description of 
which great natural wonder, from bis own pen, has appeared 
in the Sun and o(ber newspapers. In the week prior lo his 
death, he gave three entrrtainmenu at St. George's Hotel, 
Quebec, to large audiences ; and it was his intention, bad he 
lived, to remain a short time for recreation in the neighbour- 
hood of that city. In musical circles, bis loss as a public man 
will be much felt. He was among the first, in recent times, 
who introduced to the ears ot royalty the songs of his native 
land wedded to their appropriate melodies ; and the genius and 
skill whioh he evinced in singing them, for many years, will 
be long remembered by all classes of bis countrymen. 



MARVELLOUS ESCAPE FROM DEATH. 

One of the most wonderful escapes from impending death 
that was ever heard or read of, occurred on Saturday, the 'iSth 
July, in the pernon of a workman employed in the erection of 
the High Level Bridge across the Tyne. 

There is a tradition of a similar occurrence in connection 
with the coostmetion or reparation of a public building in 
London— we believe Somerset House. A working man, falling 
from a height, was arrested in his descent, and detained in a 
world of which be bad taken farewell- bis watch having caught 
in • cr«vice of the wall, and hung him up by the middle until 
relief arrived. 

It is also recorded of a certain famous bailie, yclept " Nicol 
Jarvie," that having made an excursion into the Highlands, be 
had scaled a dizzy eminence, and, ** his loot slipping, as he 
straddled from one huge fragment of roek to another, he would 
have slumbered with his father the deacon, whose acts and 
words he was so fond of quoting, but for a projecting branch of 
» ragged, thorn, which, catching hold of the skirts of his riding 
eoat, supported him in mid air, where he dangled not unlike to 
the sign of the Golden Fleece over the door of a mercer in the 
Trongate of bis native eity.*' '* To see what a thing gude braid 
claith is !" was the bailie's grateful reflection when be was cut 
down : *' had I been in ony o' your rotten French camlets now, 
or your drap-de- berries, it would hae screeded like an auld rag 
wi' sic a weight as mine. But fair ta' the weaver that wrought 
the weft o't! I swung and bobbet yonder as safe as a gabbart 
[lighter] that's moored by a three-ply cable at the Broomielaw." 

But as the sceptical Bishop of Ferns, when be bad made an 
end ot " (Salliver's Travels" and closed the book, looked over 
his spectacles to bis wife, and doggedly exclaimed, << I don't 
believe a word of it!" so there may be some equally -worthy 
souls who distrust this story of Sir Walter Scott's; and cer- 
tainly our own faith in its authenticity was a little shaken, 
when Mr. Mackay, long known as ** the veritable bailie," being 
asked, as the person most likely to know, if it were really true 
that he bad bad so narrow an escape} broke into a fit of immo~ 
derate laughter. 

The fact, however, which we are now about to add to our 
local records, is of undoubted authenticity. It occurred before 
the eves of many credible witnesses, from whom, and also from 
the chief aetor in the scene, our information is derived. 

On Saturday morning, sbortlv after 8 o'clock, John Smith, 
of Newcastle, a middle-aged shipwright, now in the service of 
Messrs. Hawks, Crawsbay, & Sons, was at work on tbe High 
Level Bridge, tbe floors of whioh are Uid in shipbuilding 
fashion. He had occasion to pass from the permanent to the 
temporary bridge, at the south end of tbe first water arch, 
counting from Newcastle. A loose plank extended from the 
one bridge to tbe other, as a roadway ; and when he placed his 
foot upon it, it canted over. The end upon which he stepped 
had been lying, probably, upon some loose gravel. He was 
looking westward at the time, but found himself suddenly 
turned eastward, and with his head down. His tbought at 
the moment was— ** I'm gone!" Immediately below was the 
projecting cornice of the stone pier at the lower roadway of the 
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bridge, on which be oast dash in bit descent, and be thence 
precipiUted into the Tyne, at a depth from the plank of 120 
feet. Bot be was miraculoutly arreated in bis downward 
course. A bnge nail bad been driven, to the depth ot an inch 
and a half, into tbeendofaero»s-beareron which ibe temporary 
platform rests. It served no pnrpnse, but bad, apparently, been 
driven in from mere caprice. The projecting' bead was John 
Smith's guardian angel : it caught his (nstian trousers at tbo 
leg, a little above tbe hem (if that be the right word), and be 
bung suspended, swinging to and fro in tbe wind, and gazing 
downward upon tbe cornice and tbe flood, which threatened him 
with a double death. Edward Ward, a painter with Messrs. 
Cumo)ios & Firbank, was tbe first to observe bis situation, 
and, running up, held him by the leg; bat Smith told him that 
be must obtain further assistance, or be could do him no good. 
Ward then alarmed tbe other workmen^some of whom procured 
a ladder, by which they got up to their comrade from the 
lower bridge, and released bim from his peril. 

On tbo following Monday, when in conversation with bim on 
tbe bridge, we suggested tnat he should preserve his trousers 
and the nail as memorials of bis deliverance from death. 
** Nay," devoutly replied' the worthy shipwright (who has been 
many years a member of the Wesleyan body), ** I never thought 
either of my trousers or the nail while I waa hanging in tbe 
a'r. It was tbe band of God that held me up. I thought so at 
that moment, and I think so now." Uolike tbe bailie, be gave 
no thanks to tbe nail-driver or the weaver. 



THE TYNE CUSTOM-HOUSE NUISANCE. 

A RBPORT hat been afloat during the present week, to tbe 
effect that the eyes of tbe Treasury bad been opened at last 
to tbe very Irith principle of economy on wbich Her Majesty's 
revenue baa been latterly collected on tbe Tyne; and that 
in future, Instead of employing two CoUectora and two Comp- 
troUers, the experiment which had been ao saccesafal in 
former rears was to be once more tried, of eoUecting and 
GomptroUing the Cnatom-Hoaae operationa on our river with 
a single set only of snperior officera. 

We should have been glad could we have traced this piece 
of gossip to any authentic aonrce, becauae such a return to 
common sense principles, on the part of the guardians of 
Her Majesty's Treasury, woald have been of eaaential service 
to their reputation as arithmetidana, aa well as statesmen, 
at tbe present moment. Romonr, however, baa been more 
anxious that they should stand well with their oonntry, than 
they seem to be' tbemselvea. All we can say ia, we wiah 
sincerely it had been otherwiae ; and we fear we may say, 
also, that if the abatement of the Coatom-Honae nuisance 
should, happily, be reaolved upon, it will be in consequence 
of recommendations from some other authority than the 
Treasury, and more in defiance of, than in accordance with, 
the wishes of that extremely far-aeeing and proverbially self- 
denying department of the Government 



THE GOAL TRADE. 

At the half-yearly gen««l meeting of the Coal Trade, held 
at the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, on the 31st July, (Hugh 
Taylor, Esq., in the chair,) the following report waa 
adopted:— 

<< The Committee have to report that since the last general 
meeting of the 22d of May, they haye continued to giye issuea, 
and have endeavoured to carry out the articles of the Regn- 
Ution, with a degree of sucoeaa which will be Judged of by 
the returns of yend laid before the meeting. The result of 
those retuma shows that the oyera are 22,557, and the shorts 
21,844, making a balance of 718 oyera-chaa. on the general 
account of all the coUieriea enumerated in the sheet, since 
the 21st ot Noyember last. It is proper to apprise the 
Trade that the parties haying oyera are generally under pro- 
mise to return the same within four months from the 1st of 
August. The Committee are bound to state that they expe- 
rience considerable difficulty in executing the task assigned 
to them, by reason of the want of unanimity in the Trade 
and especially by the non-concurrence, aa regards quantity 
of one of the liargest collieries. 



** They hare also felt the want of a proper staff of inspec- 
tors, the appointment of whom has been deferred until it 
could be seen whether the existing Regulation would work 
successfully. 

*' Notwithstanding the disadvantages alluded to. the Com- 
mittee are of opmion that the present Regulation has 
operated benefidaily on the price of coals, which are nearly 
one shilling per ton higher in the London market than at the 
corresponding period last year ; though the demand has 
been, on the whole, less during the present year than in 1848. 
'* Regarding the plan of sales at the port of shipment, 
which was arranged to come into operation on the 1st of 
Jnlj,the Secretaries have handed in reports, the substance of 
which is, that the first- claaa collieries generally have adopted 
this method of sale, but that the minor collieries are not 
abiding by it; a result with regard to the latter for which the 
Committee was prepared, as the»e collieries cannot be ex- 
pected to withhold their yends in the first instance; nor, 
until a system of this nature is further established, are they 
enabled fully to eoojperate in it. It has alao been intimated 
that the ownerft of Blaek Boy colliery do not consider them- 
selves bound by the regulation of sales at the port of shipment. 
** The Committee haye to lay before the meeting a list of 
contributions receiyed in compliance with the resolutions of 
the 22d of May last. These are as follows :— 
ConlribetioDs ooUsolsd fron tbe rollowlng eolUeriea 
in the Wear distrieit^LsBibton. Sberbaro Ho«iee, 
North HettoD.LowGraage, Hetu»n and Eppletoo, 
Haawell, Beaaleb, Wearmoath, Sbinoliffe, Bel- 
mont, and Dixon's Kepler, amoantlog in all to. . JC0O1 8 7 
CoBtribntlone ooUeetad from tbe rollowlng eoUieriee 
In tbe Tees dietriec: — Woodifleid, St. Helen's, 
Adelaides. Eldea, West Hettoo, and Bewbiura, 

amoantiog In all to ^ »• 115 8 1 

CoBtribotlone ooUeeled frona tbe following eoIUerlee 
in tbe Tyne distriot: — Beaton, WilUngton, Baet 
HoljweU, West Holywell, Sonlb Moor, Shield 
Bow,andnrpeth,aBMontinginaUto M«*M..«« 9S 4 8 

Total dTSOO 1 4 

Being about one-third of the whole amount leyied, leaying 
the Committee still in pecuniary diflBculty to discharge the 
obli^tiona of the Traae. It is, therefore, hoped that the 
parties who haye not jet paid their contributiona will do so 
forthwith. 

** In conclusion, the Committee must continue to express 
their regret that a more stringent Regulation has not oeen 
effected. They are, howeyer, of opinion, that tiie present 
anangement ou^ht to be maintained; e^>ecially as tne sea- 
son is approaching when, by the exercise of forb^trance, 
there is reason to expect a good trade may be established 
during^ the remainder of the year. To effect this, it is, how- 
eyer, indispensable that parties in regulation snould abide 
closely to prices, measure, and issues. A list of the oyera 
and shorts, as well aa a statement of any future deyiation 
from the rules, will be published and sent to each represen- 
tatiye. <* Hugh Tatlor, Chairman." 

The Report haying been read, it yras then moyed by the 
Rey. R. W. Brandling, and seconded by Matthew Plummer, 
Esq., ^ That the Report be adopted and circulated amongst 
the Trade, and that the following resolution be passed:— 
That the resjMctiye Secretaries be requested to call upon the 
repreaentatiyes of each colliery to obtain payment of the 
contributions yet unpaid, or an authority to the fitting or 
colliery oflBce to discharge the same." 

Thanks being then yoted to the Chairman, the meeting 
closed. 



Oatbsrsad Town Council. — ^Tbe Aug^aat qaarterly 
meeting was held on Thursday, August I. Present:— The 
Mayor TOeorge Hawksy Esq.), in tbe chair; Aldermen Cum- 
mins, rotts, and Smith; and Councillors Robson (Joseph), 
Wilson, Cook, lonn, Douglas, Goulthard, Prockter, Blagbum. 
Robson (John), Angus, and RnsselL — The Mayor inqnirea 
trhetber anything had yet been heard of the Superintending 
Inspector from the Board of Health. The Town Clerk reply- 
ing in the neaative, he was instructed, on tbe motion of^tbe 
Chairman of the Town Improsement Committee (Mr. Joseph 
Robaon), to write to tbe Board complaining of Ibe delay. Mr. 
Robson then presented a report from the Improrement Com- 
mittee, eyidcndng tbe vigilance and actiTity of that body in 
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retpeeC to severife, wattring-plaoes, roadi , &e.— A depoution 
WAS reodred, coDsiBtin|r of Mr. Jtines Aftiou aod Mr. T. C. 
AogoB, to request, ob the part of the owners and oeeapiert of 
proptrty oo the wiDdmill HilU, that Mr. Thonas Hall, who 
had porchased the 6eld at the north-west comer of Unioo-lane 
lor hoildiiif purposes, And (as eatted itt the report above 
mentioned) had melnorialited the town*«oanell lor leave to flU 
up aa obsolete catering-place at the north end ol the Held, 
should be recomaended to alter his plan, and build his two 
rows of bouses with east and north aspeets, and not with east 
and *est aspects, (whereby one row will present its rear ta the 
lene, and prove a nuisance to the residents in the neighbourhood 
and the publie). Mr. Hal), being ikear the townhall, was 
called in, and apprised of the appHoatioa. After some eonirer- 
satioo he retired with the deputalioik to consult. The result 
was the adoption by the town-council of a resolution, on the 
motioo of Mr. Cook, not to etiiertain Mr. Hall's application for 
leave to fill up the watering place in connection with hia 
present plan.— The Watoh Committee and the Finance Com- 
mittee presented reports— the latter recommendiDff a rate of 
threehaltpeace in the pound.— A vacancy was declared in the 
Bast Ward.— The meeting, which ti-aniacted much business 
that we cannot even glance at (owing to the length of our Msise 
reports), was adjourned to the 4th of October. [The city of 
Durham has been placed under the Poblio Health Act by ft 
provisional order from the Ocaeral Board.l 

GATESHEAD STREET ACT. 

AN ACCOUNT of all MONIES received and paid 
under the Gateshead Street Aet. for the year com" 

mencing on the 6th day of June, 1848, and ending on the 2d 

day of June, 1849. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance in the Treasurer's hands on the last 
audit £636 17 8} 

Cash of Joaaph Fairs, Collector, balance of the 
Street Act Aasessment for tne year ending 
24th DecemWl 1848 855 14 6 

Cash of Joseph Fairs, Collector, on account of 
Street Act Asaessment for tne year ending 
the 24th December, 1849 508 

Whittle Dean Water Company, Surveyor's Ac« 
count for taking up and relaying pavement.. 15 5 

Thomas Roohester, Esq., of Heugn, Stamford- 
ham, being a Loan, on interest at 5 per cent, 
per annum, for the purpose of being appro- 
priated to the formation of Public Sewers In 
Gateshead 2000 

.. ^ £4011 16 9J 

LlUHTINO:-. PAVMENTS. ■ - ■ ■■ M 

Newcastle and Gateshead Union Gas 
Light Companr, supply of Gas and 
Lighting Pubhc Lamps during the 
Lighting Season, 1848-9 £594 8 11 

John Abbot ft Company, Repaixing 

Lamps,&o lii 5 S 

£606 9 2 

Inte&bsI:— 

Treasurer of Gateshead Dispensa^, 
one years Interest on £500, due 3d 
November, 1848 25 

Ga;teshead Friendly Society, one years 
Interest on £300, due 1st January, 

1849 18 10 

•— ^-« 38 10 

FoOTPaTHS AND SCRBMS:— 

Maaona* and Labourers* Wages in 
Flag^g and Rcmairing the Streets, 
aad^srtageto F^tpa&s 362 1 2} 

John Eden, Carting Searengen' 

SweepinoB to Dep6t from Sti«eU 62 8 

Ctthbert Ellison, Esq., one years 
Bent of Ground for Manure Dep6t, 
due May 1st, 1849, less Property 
Tax,58.10d rr... 9 14 2 

WhitUe Dean Water Company for 
Watering the Streets during the 
Summer 1848 76 15 6 



Edward Bell, Smith Work, Repairing 
Workmens Tools, ftc 7 9 8 

Joseph A. Hymers, for Lime, &c. . . 10 6 6 

Mesf rs. Snowball ft Birtley, for Bor- 
der Stones 29 14 9 

Mr. Forsyth, Balance of Account for 
FUgs 40 16 6 

Alexander Brunton, for Kerb and 
PavingStones 62 18 I 

Capt. Loudon, for Freight of Stones, 5 5 

Messrs. Pratt ft Potts, for Caithness 
FUtgs 7 4 3 

Matthew Mitchell, for Freight of 
Stones 6 6 10 

Messrs. Bfather ft Reed, Hardware- 
men, for Shovels 9 6 

Messrs. Wilson ft Gibson, for Stones, 8 15 

Henry Harrison, Cooper 114 10 

John Forster, for Joiner Work .... 2 6 5 

John Pearson, for Stones 7 8 

696 5 lOA 

MiSCBLLAVBOCS:— 

Oateihead Obterver, for Printing, 
Ad?erti8ing,ftc 4 8 

John Akenhead, for Printing and 
RateBooks 3 12 6 

John Abbot & Company, for Repair- 
ing Water Pipes, fte 1 6 6 

y/iiriam Kell, Clerk to Commia. 
sionert, HalX-year^s Salary, due 25th 
September, 1848 20 

W. U. Schorey, Sunreyor, One Year's 
Salary, due 29th March. 1849 .... 10 

Joseph Fairs, Poundage for Colleci- 
ing the Street Aet Aseesiment for 
the year ending 24th Deeeciaber, 
1848 29 9 

William Wvlam (per Thonas S. 
Robson), Aloiety of One Year's 
Salary aa Treasurer, due March, 
1848 5 

Samuel E. Pearse, Treasurer. Moietv 
of One Year's SaUiy, due 9th 

March,1849 5 

■ ■ ■ 78 2 9 

Piiyments £1419 7 9A 

R^ptt 4011 16 91 

Balanoe in Treasurers hands ..£2592 9 
WILLIAM KELL, Town Clbrk. 
Mortgage Debts now charged upon the Gateshead Street 
Act Assessment at Interest :•-> 

Gateshead Dispensary £500 

The Gateshead Friendly Sociefty 800 

Thomas Rochester, Esq., Stamfordhaa.. 9000 

Total Mortg^^e Debu £2800 



The Coal Tradb. —The delivery of coals, &c., in 
the port of London, during the month nX July, •as as folloirs :— 

SfiirS. TOMS. 

Newesstis ••••«p •••••• 904 *• 9t,431 

8aBd«rlaa4 a^.*.* »•••«»••*«•••> t4ft •• $bjb^ 

Btooktoii,MMdto«ki«Qgb,te. 90S •* 60,751 

JMyth »*».*«.*»«*»4»ft««t»«»*a««**»»«»« v4 »• 6,765 

BeoCih i*»«**«***^^«««**««%*«««***.*** la* 63 

Wslsii ■•••••••••••«••••• ■••••••«*t«*a« 44 •• 9,058 

Tork»h{rt,fts. IS •• 1.996 

Sttsllooal «. 6 ,. 1>94 

Out* ..»« •.•«* • •• 963 

ObMsrs «*••••••••••<••««•••«••••■••*•• 4 w M« 

mS SS9,491 
In (he first half-year of 1848, the nuttber of ihips was 7,898, 
and of tons 2,043^ : in the corresponding period of 1819, 
6,434 ships and I,t79j918 toos. Decrease, 894 thips, 963.?6(l^ 
tons. 
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Gateshbad Poor Law Union.— The followinfr is a 
fUtement of the separale expenditure <af Uie sefend pmrisbes of 
tlie Gatethetd Uoion for the year endiof March 2&, 1840 to 
1848, inelasive and esclnrive of the county, police, and 
borough rates, which are paid out of the poor rates. Tbe 
**frou total" shows the amount of aU the rates: the "net 
total" fives tbe poor rate alone. For con? enienee' sake, shil- 
linics and pence are omitted. 
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It will be observed that there has been an increased expenditure 
since 1840. It was greater,eertainly,in the years ending March 
95, 1843 and 1844, than in the year ending March last; but 
tbe tendency, in the long run, is to incraase. 

6atbbb£ad Boakd of Guardians. — Tbe fort- 
nightly meeting took place August 14, (Joseph Coven, Esq., 
in the ehair). It having been represented to the Board that 
cases off Asiatic cholera had occurred in the neighbour- 
hood, several of the Guardians advocated the necessity of 
appointing committees in each district, to assist tbe Relieving 
Officera in case of any sudden emergency. Messrs. Haggle, 
Cook, and Douglas were appointed for the Gateshead district; 
and the whole of the Guardians of the countiy districU were 
requested to act, each in his own locality. Three deaths, only, 
were reported. A strong feeling was manifested by several Guar- 
dians as to the propriety of erecting an hospital, for tbe recep- 
tion of fever and cholera patienu, at the foot of tbe workhouse 
garden, adjoining the field about to be appropriated to building 
purposes. No other business of importance came before the 
meeting. Tbe following is tbe outdoor tspenditure for the 
fortnight ending August 13:— 

FIKST WBBK. 
Number. Mousy. Kind. Total. 

ealSBbtad 845 ..J49 tf ..jeiO 16 M ..£53 8 5| 

Hswortb.«..»«.. 338 ». 18 9 8 •. 1 8 .. 18 10 9 

Wbiakbam 46S .. 17 8 9 .. 3 8 1| .. 90 5 lOf 

677 •. 38 4 •• 4 14 3 .. 87 18 3 



First wstk^. 



.8318 drill 3 J18 14 
8BC0ND WBBK. 

I ^....840 ..de48 6 ,. £Z 4 81 

Hswortb 397 .. 18 7 a ». 

Wbiskbun 400 .. 17 9 .. 9 

Wlnlston 670 •• 33 4 •• 3 



44 £199 17 44 



. £45 10 84 
. 18 7 3 
. 17 6 10 
• 33 7 



SsooDdwstk «i..9980 £110 18 £3 13 lOi £114 11 10 
Fortnlgbt ......4009 999 1 99 8 9| 944 9 94 

Thunder Storm :—0ats8Hbad Shoe Fair.— On 
the 10th Aug., we were visited by a storm of unusual majesty 
and duration. Flash after flash of lightning, and peal after 
peal of thunder, followed in rapid and awful succession ; and 
rain fell in a continuous and protracted torrent. We have 
heard of several Injuries inflicted by the storm, slightly counter- 
balanein| the immense benefit which it conferred. l!n our own 
borough It broke the continuity of the ancient <* shoe fair :' in 
faiDt, swept it momentarily out of existence. Some of tbe sull- 
keepers, warned by the lowering heavens, hurried their stocks 
under secure shelter : others simply threw a covering over their 
stalls. These stalls, the uninitiated reader will require to be 
informed, are variouslT extemporized. A few barrels or tables 
are borrowed of a neighbouring grocer or other tradesman, and 
his shutters are laid upon them, to serve as a pUtform for the 
Wellingtons, Highlowt, AdeUidet, and WhatnoU — tbe shop. 



man's apprentice pocketing as his perquisite a fee for the loan. 
When the rushing flood of Wednesday, descending from our 
hills, accumuUted In our High-street, and was fed by the falling 
rain, it bore ererything moveable before it A stall, propped 
upon barrels, suffered utter wreck ; and its fragments being 
washed axainst a stall supported by tables, tbis,too, was oarried 
away. The booU and shoes of the two stalls, belonging to 
father and son (Newcastle tradesmen), were swept off by the 
torrent— some sailing bravely on the waves, white others were 
instantly swamped. A yawning sewer, whose eovering had 
been lifted by a thoughtful burgess, engulpbed dozens of pairs; 
others msbed on to ** Jargon's Hole" at the entrance toTyne 
bridge; but some were arrested in their progress, and run off 
with, by Hillgate and Pipewellgate ' wreckers, heartlessly and 
feloniously profiting by the mistortunes of their neighbours. 
But although many of the salvon and appropriators picked up 
a couple or more of boots and shoes, none of them were lucky 
enough to hit upon a ^ pair." The " total loss" of the worthy 
and industrious dealers did not fall short of fifty pain of boots 
and shoes. — KX Sheriff Hill, the lightning entered the post- 
office by a chimney ; ran along the bell-wires, and rang all the 
bells ; tore down part of a door frame; did damage in the shop 
of Mrs. Dawson, the postmistress; and made its exit at the 
door. A labourer named Watson, employed at the Allerdean 
engine, near Ravensworth, was struck down, and remained 
unconscious till tbe following morning. John Stephenson, ot 
Spennymoor, walking home from Byers Green along the rail- 
way, was struck dead. A woman and her husband, who had 
gone into the house of Mr. George Comforth, innkeeper, for 
refreshment, was thrown down, spee eh less, and it was feared that 
she would not recover. The peper was torn from the walls, and 
the mantelpiece shattered. Four men were knocked down in 
the floor-cloth manufactory of Hardcastle & Hancock, New- 
castle, but quickly reeovered. Mrs. Scott, of Butcber-bank,and 
her young child, were iniured ; and dami^ was done to several 
houses in Newcastle, and to the Central Exchange. Near the 
Gateshead Park Works, a woman was struck by the lightning, 
and hurt severely. Miss Mary Hall, of the Ship inn, Longben- 
ton, aged 95, (tbe landlady's daughter,) was killed. Tbe light- 
ning, after striking her upon the he!%d, passed off by a steel buak 
in her stays, scorching her limbs and splitting her shoes. A 
servant, standing near her, was also thrown down, and much 
injured. At the Shankbouse colliery, Cramlington, nine young 
men having taken refuge in the engine house. one of them (Robert 
Lidddl), who was pointing a gun at a wild duck, was killed, and 
three of them were struck blind. Several other persons in the 
same neighbourhood were also injured. Yesterday (Friday), 
we had a second thunderstorm, but of shorter duration and less 
violence. 

The High Leyel Bridge.— This matchless struc- 
ture, which is, like ** our glorious constittttion," the ^ envy and 
admiration" of the world, is now fast approaching to completion. 
Tbe upper roadway was opened for traffic on August 15; and 
the lower roadway is so far advanced that on the 2d Aug., George 
Hawks, Esq., of the Gateshead Ironworks, being in Newcastle, 
and having to attend a council meeting at our townhall, drove 
along the bridge as the nearest road. On Saturday, the Utb 
inst, Capt. Lsjian, the Government Inspector, visited New- 
castle to survey and test the bridge prior to the opening. One 
of the three intended lines of railway had then been laid down, 
on the east side of the bridge ; and along this, in the afternoon, 
a train ran to and fro for upwards of an hour, consisting of 
eighteen waggons laden with baUast, and four engines and 
tenders — a Nasmyth 3c Gaskell, a Longridge, a Stephenson, 
and a Hawthorn. The total weight of the train exceeded 300 
tons— a much greater weight in all probability than will ever 
pass along the bridge again. M r. T. E. Harrison, Mr. Hosking , 
Mr. W. B. Hodgson, Mr. Mackey, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Charlton, 
and others, connected with the railway and with the erection of 
the bridge, fearlessly took their stand upon the roadway, and 
were present at its trial, not doubting its success ; and 
Capt. Laffan himself, had the bridge eome down, would 
not have ** survived to tell the tale." The impression made 
upon the structure by the train was so small as hardly to be 
appreciable. An attempt was made to measure the extent of 
the deflection, but without arriving at any certain result, it was 
80 trifling : at the utmost, it did not amount to three-tenths of 
an inch. — We have stated that the bridge was *' opened" on 
Wednesday. For reasons sufficiently obvious, there wu no 
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rgoiciiiff, Mfeaooy, or eDtortainneDt on tlie ooomIod. The 
* taninr of a switeb," hj wbieh ibe 9i a.m. train was dif erted 
to the permaBCDt railway, may be said to have cods titvted the 
^^opeDtng." Bot three or loor eitra carriaKes were attached, 
Ibt the looonmiodatioii of those who wished to travel along the 
hridge in the flrtt passenger train by whieb this feat was per- 
lonMd. The gentlemen already named were of the namber; 
and also the Lord of the Bf anor (Mr. Cuthbert Ellison), with 
Lady Vernon, and Miss and Master Vernon ; Mr. and Mrs. 
George Hawks and Mies Hawks; Mr. George Crawsba?,of the 
Urm of Hawks, Crawsbay, & Sons, the contractors for the eree- 
tion of the bridge; Mr. James Allport, Chief Manager of the 
Railway; Mr. William KeU,Mr. Ralph Dodds, Mr. Johnson, 
ke^ Blcj Acc One of the passengers by the train was Sir Lance- 
lotShadwell, the Vice-Chanoellor; and among the spectators 
at the Gateshead station were Lord Campbell and the Baroness 
Stratheden, who were on their way to Carlisle. 

Our Exports. — The declared valae of the exports 
of the United Kingdom in the month ending July 5, 184^, and 
in the eorresponding month of 1848, was as under :— 



ArtiolM. 



Alkidl (Mda) 



OumIUb. 



Goals sad Cola ...•••« 
Cordsg* and Cables »•• 



Oottoa Tarn •.•••*•«•«• 



Ash •••••»•......< 

GlsM ManaflMlarN 
Babai4asbary and MiUi. 

nerr «■•• 
HaMwaNsa 



LtntoTam m 

MaehiiMry 

Metals 

Oilaod8c«tfe 

Painlan* OolowB, Iks. 



Bilkl 

Silk (thrown) 

Bilk (twist and jam)... 

Mationery .*!*.'.*!! m I ! . 

aagartreflaad) 

Woel(absaporlaBbe) . 
WoeUan ManafaeCaias . 
WoallflBTara - 



1848. 



^15941 

87 006 

18915 

8160 

1900 

93A06 

7804 

l.ISftSM 

877983 



7719 
S0I69 

91641 
168678 
88841 

SS8904 

49801 

98871 

637911 

11404 

19988 

98984 

49979 

8«8 

1060 

0413 

90600 

41993 

4879 

8666S9 

41000 



1849. 



J9I778 

81988 

98799 

8687 

9084 

81768 

11961 

1,889461 

668819 

667116 

6389 

91797 

119614 

180875 
48187 

801306 
60913 
84018 

760878 
18954 
15945 
897«l 
75481 
9600 
6616 
1OA08 
87178 
99454 
3i0n4 

737101 
91871 



Total 8,669.169 5.898,488 M18;W8 83,9tl 



iBareaee. 



J5,839 
4,989 

11,894 
597 
184 

8^957 
703.639 
177,849 
14.171 

U888 

njm 

15.009 
14,596 

67,404 
17.908 

193,6^ 
6.850 
9.9H3 
7.487 
96,909 
1.979 
5.556 
1,975 
16.578 

180.479 
60,891 



JI1.8S3 



1.887 



8.958 



1.789 



The total inerease in exports during the flnt sis osonths of the 
present year» as compared with the six corretponding months 
of 1848, is £8,74l/S13; and as the decrease of the first sis 
montnt of that year, compared with the same period of 1847, 
enormous as it was, was not more than £8;82ai.804, it will be 
seen that we may now fairly congratulate ourselves upon having 
recorered from the check which was then sustained. Judging 
from the Indieations of the present return, and the improved 
prospects oonsequent upon the opening of the German ports 
and the quieter state of ItiJy, there is, moreover, every reason 
to anticipate that before the end of the vear thew accounts will 
show, not merely a permanent restoration to the condition of 
1847, but a very considerable imp ovement upon it— 2\mcs. 

• ♦ 

SAFETY LAMPS. 
TO THE XDITOB OF THB eATBBHBAD 0B8BRVBB. 

Sir,— I have read with no little surprise Dr. Robinson's 
account of his gunpowder esperiment, as detailed in your last 
number. 

Innumerable as have been experiments upon safety lamps in 
the course of the last thirty years, I will venture to assert that 
such an attempt in chemi<»] science, as applied to safety lamps, 
was never even contemplated by any person conversant with 
chemical manipulation. 

Dr. Robinson (no doubt to his entire satisfaction) having 
exploded Sir H. Davy's and my lamp (a la Emtt, that chief of 
pyroteehnisU)> he sagaciously draws the following inference:— 



** The immediate cause of this transmission of the fisme to tho 
exterior of the wire gauze, is, doubtless, the same as in the 
well-known cases where a strong current of air has been found 
to act in like maoner— the effect being simply due to the 
mechanical force pressina the fiame against the wire gause. 
It becomes, therefore, most important to determine whether 
the ignition within either of these lamps of even a sesall 

auantity of eaplosive gas, at a moment when the upper part of 
ie cylinder contains a large mass of 6ame, will not create a 
sufficient amount of pressure to force that flame through the 
apertures in the gause, and thus produce the dreaded result.** 

Had the Doctor performed only one legitimate esperiment 
with fire-damp to prove his unsuppoited inference, be would 
have merited some credit for his humane intentioBs in respeet 
to explosions in coal-mines; and I promise that when su'h 
expenmeat shall be published I will bold myself in readiness 
to break a lance with him ; bot I shall be unwilling to try mv 
I at pravmg my opinions as they are in the habit of eaperi- 



menting at Woolwich ! 

•• 'Twas I who made lbs gtaats.aDd than I slaw ihaa!'* 
1 remain. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
Sunderland, August 15, 1849. W. Rbip Clammx. 
• 

SAFETY-LAMPS. 
TO THB BDITOB OF THB MINING JOUBMAL. 

Sib,— I beg to submit, for the considetmtioii of thooe of 
your readers who are engaged in ooal mines, whetiier tha 
danger resnltina from strong dran^ts of air, cansiBg the 
flame inside saletylamps to pass through the meabes of the 
wire-gause, and thus fire the inflammable air ontside, r eie t red 
to in Dr. Robinson's letter {MMmg Jurnnal^ August A), 
might not be aroided by using Dr. Clann/s lamp, with a 
second envelope of wire-ganxe, or perforated zinc, a small 
apace being len between tne two envelopeB. By this arrange- 
ment, should the flame pass the inner enfelope, the firing of 
the mine would be prevented by the outer one; and wh£ it 
was discovered that the gas between the two anyelopea was 
bnmina, the lamp could be removed. This plan cannot be 
appliea to Sir H. Davy's lamp, as it wonld prodnee too great 
a degree of obscurity. J. J. Labb. 

Ordnanoe-Oifioe, Portsmonth, August 15. 

TO THB BDITOB OF THB OATSSHBAD OBSBBVBB. 
Sir,- In the letter which the Editor did me the favour of 
inserting in the Mimng Journal of the 4th iust., and which 
yon copied into the Ob$ervir of the Uth. I did not think it 
neoessarr to explain my reasons for using a fbw grains of 
gunpowder as a snbetitnte for an explosive mixture of fire 
damp, when experimenting with the Davy Lamp, and the 
modineation of it devised by Dr. Glanny. I may, howwver, 
now state, for the information of some of your readers, that 
as the physical effects of an explosion are, cfterii paribm^ 
alwavs the same, whatever may be the exploetye material 
employed, and as the ignition of a small quantity of ann- 
powder or gun cotton constitutes a much more conrtoient 
and a safer mode of prodnoing a slight explosion within the 
wire gause cylinder than the introduction of an exploaiva 
gaseous mixtore, I felt fully justified in using either of those 
agents in a preliminaiy experiment such as that alluded to. 
And since the slight explosion thnsprodnoed sufficed to foroo 
the flame through the apertures in the wire |sanse, there can 
be no doubt that the ignition within the cylinder M a sntt- 
cient quantity of explodre gas will also occasion the same 
efTeet. The only question, therefore, connected with this 
part of the subject, which remains for examination, is the 
poesibility of an adequate volume of explosive gas ftxisting 
within the cylinder at a moment when the upper part of the 
lamp contains a luats of flame. This question I have not yet 
been able satisfactorilv to determine, in consequence of other 
engagements having demanded my attention. I find, how- 
ever, tiiat notvrithstaading the ** innumerable experiments** 
to which reference has been made, the actual amount off 
mechanical force generated bjr the ignition of a given quan. 
tity of the explosive gas met with in coal mines, £m not oeeik 
ascertained, otherwise the solution of this queeti<m could be 
efTeeted by a simple prooess of calculation. There are some 
other points connected with the properties and laws of ex- 
ploalTe mixtures of gases which are very imperfectly under- 
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ilood, and th* infMtigfttion of wltioh would not, I think, hH 
to be prodnetiTO of Mneflcial eonteqnencei to the mining 
indoitrj of this eonntxy* 

With reipeet to mieij Umpe, the sn^p^ettion of Mr. Lake 
is wdl worUiy of attention; ai die adoption of a second enye. 
lope of wire ganiOf in the manner proposed bj him, most 
render the mass of flame, often existing m tiie upper part of 
the lamps now in use, less liable to be pressed toroogh the 
intentices in the game bj a strong current of air or other 
mechanical force. HaTing, however, for some time been of 
opinion that the constmetion of lafetj lamps has 1^ no 
means arriTed at its utmost perfection, I may perhaps here- 
after trouble you with a description of one which I hare 
rentured to dc«gn on a somewhat new principle. 

I cannot conclude this reply to the letter of Dr. Glanny, 
contained in the last number of your loumal, without ob- 
senring that the style of his communication is not that which 
I bawv been accustomed to regard as the most proper for the 
disQuasion of seientiflo questions. 

I am.Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Newcastle, August 22, 18«). Gsobob Robinsoii. 

At • meeting of the eoltiery-viewers, held in the Assembly 
Rooms, Newcastle, on the 17th Aug., fpre«ont : — Nicholas 
Wood, Ksq., io the ehair, and Messrs. William Armstroof , 
joD., John Robson, Thomas John Taylor, Edward Potter, 
Thomas Forster, John Jobosoo, J. H. Jobling, M. B. RobMo, 
George RUiott, Richard Ueekells, Edward Boyd, Thomss 
Crawford, jon., Thomas Taylor, Thomas Hall, William Clark, 
George Clark, James Joioey, John Joioey, G. Hunter, Thomas 
Croudaee, John Taylor, George Greenwell, John Easton, 
WiUiam Oliver, William Hunter, M. Reid, William Barkus, 
and Matthew Liddell):— 

Professor Phillips having been introduced by the Chairman, 
addressed the meeting on the objects of the Government Com- 
mission, and the means of aocomplisbment. 

It was then proposed by Thomas John Ti^lor, Esq., and 
seconded by Thomas Forster, Esq. :— 

That though great preeautions are now used to prevent 
accidents, aod though the collieries of Durham and Northum- 
berland are well known to be conducted on approved principles, 
especially as refrards ventilation, yet this meeting it of opinion 
that Professor Phillips, under the esplained ciroumstances of 
his appointment, ought to be fnmisbed with ample faeiliiles 
for carrying out his proposed inspeetioo of the Durham and 
Northumberland collieries; and this meeting accordingly 
pledge themselves, as well collectively as individually^ to 
reoomoiend to their employers to assist in furtheriniK the objects 
of the Commission, and in oommunieating to the Professor 
such information as may be required by him. with a view to 
the desirable objeet of diminishing the number of accidents 
oecnrring in mines, so fiar as the sasse is capable of being 
effsetedt oonsisieBtly with the nature of the miner's employ- 



That in furtherance of the views of Professor Phillips, as 
eaplaioed to this meeting, the following selected collieries are 
submitted lor inspection :— 
l.-^CottUrii 

WiAa DisTaicT.*Hettoii, 



l.-^CoOUHegyiMimg Firt Damp, 
fiMwell, ud " 



VtotU 



TT«a DiSTBXOT — Tym Msln, Bigge's Pit (Wimiigtsn), Habbam, 
sad WallMBd.~FamMe Ymitilscioii. 

Tma AMD Wbab.— iMten Dclaval sniBelawnt.— YeBiilsted by 
slisniet. 

t.-^ColhtrU$yidding8iUhe,orCarb4mi€AcideM. 

Ttvb Distbict.— Mleklcy snd But Boljwsll. 

HABTLBPOOL.~Bc«gh Ball snd Thomley. 

TaBS.»Blsak Boy and BIdoo. 

Mbdomslbt- Mwley Bill. Shield Bow, sad DmrmtM Msfai. 

Professor Phillips having then arranged eerUin days for the 
iaspeotion of the flrst-uamed oollieries, the thanks of the 
meeting woe voted to him ; and, after a vote of thanks to the 
Chaitman, the meeting was brought to a dose. 

FREEHOLD LAND 800IBTT. 
Thb adjourned meetina of the Committee was held on 
Tuesday, August 2EI, (the ICavor of Newcastle in the chair). 
After severaTmatters of routine business had been disposed 
of, and the Secretary had intimated that on Monday evening 
£70 15s. was recmvea in subicriptioiiiy being a burger receipt 



fwith one exception) than that of any previous pay, the 
following Report was read:— 

T» the CimmUtee qftke N€wea$tf€.oti.TifH€ and Northern OounHei 

Freehold Land Society. 

Bbmbt of the SOBnoMMinaa appointed on Taesday, the lith of 

Aogatt, 1849, to ezamlDo into the Faott oonnBolod with lbs OflEw of a 

Field in Beosbam lo tbe Soeloty. 

The Cosimittee sat at Mr. Wiloke'e Tempersnee Botel. Royal Aroade, 
on Tbartday, Iho l«th of Aagnet Instant. 

Mtasre. Brewie and Robinaon attended. 

Mr. Robinson denied the right of tbe Committee to esamine into hie 
private affaire, and deellned lo give any informalion. On bis being 
informed by the Chairman that the Committee was ImparUal, Mr. 
Robinson italed that be did not so regard it. Mr. Robinson was also 
informed that tbe Committee did not with to examine into his privau 
afiUre, bnfe Into the natore of an offer whieh had been made to tbe 
8oelet7. 

Mr. Brewls, upon being aslted whether he appeared oflleially or on 
behalf of Mr. Doddo. stated that nothing that misht eome finom him on 
that oeeoaion aboold be eonstdered to eommit Mr. Dodde. Mr. Brswis 
refbsed to give infonnation to the CommiUee, bnt alleged that the ez- 
pmsion need by Mr. Dodde upon a former oeeasion, m to tbe payment 
of a deposit, was ineorraet; Inatmnoh m the snm doMrlbed bj Mr. 
Dodde aa a depoeit was not a depeeit ordinarily eo oalled, hot was for 
tbe pnrsbase of the eqoitj of redompUon. 

Mcesre. Brewis and Robinson were aeoordingli desired by the Chair- 
man to withdraw. 

Coneegoently year Committee are under the neeemtty of reverting to 
tbe mioatM of previoos general Committee meetings (at the laet of 
wbiefa, on ToMday.tbe 14th instant, information was givni by Mesers. 
Brewie aod Dodde) ; from wbleh minatee tbe Committee eolleot the 
following raot*:— 

That tbe ofTer waa made by Mr. Brewie under date the 10th of July 
last, on behalf of bimseir sod the owners ; that It was not stated by Mr. 
Brewb in bis proposal who tbe other ownere were; that It baa sinee 
been asofrtained that they are Mr. George Dodds, a member of the 
senerai Committee, and Mr. James Robinson, Cash Steward of the 
Soeicty ; and that tbe Commiuae did not aeeept soeh offer. Tbe sum 
at whieh the land was offered to tbe gooiety, Inolnding faiw ezpensea. 

was .; \£\rfb 

The porshaso money asrsed to be paid by tbe parties for the land waa 0S5 

Grose profit eontemplaied .«•• J840 

Dednot law ezpeni««, eetimated by Mr. Brswis at • • 356 

Net profit, snppoeing their offcr to bsTe beea aeesptsd by the 
Soeieiy £4» 

L depoeit, deeeribed bj Mr. Brewto as tho porshsse money of the eqaity 
or redemption, aasouating to Jia5, appearing to be the only eom paid 
apoQ the land. 

It appears to thie Committee, from tbe atalensenis of tbo perdoatheas- 
eelvee, that their porebaM was not cffeeted antfl after the 1st of May 
last, the day on wbieb ibe first poblie SMOting for the formatioa of tbe 
Freehold Land Soeieiy was bold. 

Tear Commiuee aones to their Report eoplea of Mr. Orawsbay'e 
noCloe respeetiog this iraueaetion, and of Mr. Brswls's lotlsr to the 
Committee viib referenoe thereto. 

Tonr Commitim direet attention lo tbe fsot thai Mr. Brswis open this 
oesasioa departed fh»m tho delerminaden esprsosed In his toiler, of 
giving all inforssation that might bo reqnlrsd. 

Dated this iOth of Angas^ 1M9. JoBV Firi, Chairman. 

OsoaoB Cbawsbat. 
Joav Mawbov. 

KiCBOLAS GIBSOV. 

Jambs Potts. 
(OOPT.) Monday, Ang. 8, 1849. 

Mr nSAU Sia,-If lo-nighl is pay.nigbt for the Freehold Land Soeiety, 
yon BMy as weU let tbe members hnow that al tbe nezt Committee 
meeUng an inqniry will take plaee into tbe Job reported to have been 
attempiad. and the goUty patties, if any, ezpoead. Ton osa rsnd Ibis. 

Yonrs truly, 
Mr. J. Rogerson. Gaoaea Cbawsbat. 

(COPT.) 

fit, Groy.strset, Neweaa(le.npoa.Tyne, Aug. 14, 1849. 

Sia,^Underetanding thas Mr. Crawahay has given, or eaoaed to be 
given, a pnblie ootiee of hie inlentioB to make a striet investigation into 
the eonduet of myself and othere eoneamed in the making of an offsr to 
sou a field, I beg lo intimate, for the infonnation of tbe (^sunittae, that 
I ess preparsd to amet Mr. Crawsbay , either before the Committee or at 
a mee rt ng of the Soeieiy, to have the smtter Ibirly dtsenasod, at any tXmm 
moat eonvenleat to the Cossmlltae. 

I sbaU remain in my oflloa for eeam time Ihia aseniag, and, if dsalnfi 
to do so, shall be haj^y to meet him this ovening . 

i am. Sir, vonr obedisnt ServaaL 

To tho Chairman of the Committee of the Gao. Bbbwis. 

Freehold Land Sodety. 

After a brief diseussion, it was resolved {rum. ectiCi :— ^' That 
the Report of the Subeommittee be received, and that tiie 
Committee, in adopting the Report, feel bound to ezpxess 
their regret and disapproval that any of the Offioers of the 
Society should have been ooncemod m the offer of land under 
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OUR EXPORTS. 
Ws lift week gave the valae of the principal exporU 
doriDf the months of Jone 1848 and 1849, and showed the 
evil offecti of the blockade apon our ooal trade. On the tix 
nonUia, however, we find that the ooal exports saffered no 
dimination in quantity and next to none in Talue ; whereas 
in many other items of export the increase has been very 
considerable. The following are extracU : — 





Qaantltiea. 1 


Deoland Valaa. 


Article. 










1848. 


1849. 


1848. 


1849. 


Alkali (Soda) ....^owta. 


887.790 


315.488 


;ei 10.068 


J139.616 


Oosla and Calm . . . .toat. 


1,366,7«7 


I.35R.O0* 


699,630 


690.976 




24.W6 


43,780 


48.980 


78,746 


Cotton Manafaotarei .... 


.. 


.. 


8.016,963 


9.696.M8 


Cotton Yam Iba. 


59^77.684 


66.676,402 


9,914.930 


9,819,174 


Bsrtbanwara ....plaeaa. 


S7,815.460 


i8.880.691 


366.406 


369,937 


GlaH Hsnalaotnrca •••. 


• • 


«, 


196.091 


119,319 






,, 


1.418.476 


1,669,711 


Linen Yam Ibt. 


5.0e7'.488 


8.311.948 


936.806 


397.966 


Maobfnary —.......«.. 


.. 


.. 


400,431 


960.336 


Matal*:- 










Pif Iron »• toai. 


og^ssft 


81.904 


986.376 


916.310 


Bar. BoU and Bod.... 


169,636 


180,716 


1,406.768 


1.991,167 


WiTO 


768 


1.446 


19,707 


39.066 


Cast 


11.047 


6.699 


111,609 


63,014 


WroofbC 


S8.S8S 


67.990 


676.969 


648.679 


Unwroosht Steal 


3.746 


2-!!! 


146,799 


140.867 


Lmd ....^ ^.. 


8.006 


6.366 


67.039 


100,061 


TinPUtea ^ 


• • 


,, 


969.960 


834.596 


Oil gala. 


1.188.987 


1.306,988 


100,319 


198.4U6 


Painters' Coloart, &0. .. 






84,641 


107.998 


Salt .^....bash. 


8.27S.308 


9.917,977 


117.998 


137.689 




., 


• • 


933,416 


307,679 


Soap.. twts 


47.614 


63.991 


74,967 


81,161 




,. 


• . 


9,679,918 


3,198.107 


WooUonYara.* 


90.639 


89.764 


901,867 


396,949 


Total Biporta 


• • 


,. 


99.778,896 


96,616,439 



It has been contended, we know, that the valoe of exports 
is no criterion of the improvement of trade, unless taken in 
connection with thequandties exported— inasmuch as distress 
in trade reduces prices so low that immense quantities are 
required to make up equal values. This argument, however, 
does not hold good in the present case ; for if we take the 
article of cotton yam, for instance, (which is the largeat o 
the " yam" items,) we find that the per centage of increase in 
quantity and in vilue is as nearly as possible the same->vis., 
about twenty-four per cent In other articles the comparison 
of value with qnanti^ is more difficult— as the former depends 
more upon varieties in quality, in many instances, tha^ is 
probably the case in cotton yam. 

b • 

PARISH OF BISHOPWEARMOUTH. 

Thb Queen in Council has approved the scheme of the 
Booleiiastical Commissioners ^for making better provision 
for the cure of souls in the parish of Bishopwearmouth," and 
** has been pleased to order and direct that it shall be effec- 
tual in lavr. 



Ryhope and Hylton (or Ford). The endowments and reve- 
nuea consist of tithe rent-charges, rent of glebe land, and 
surplice fees, jrielding £1,680 per annum (net), and rents of 
wayleaves, staiths, and coal, averaging £1,950. The former 
of these sources of income is charged with a payment of £200 
to St. Thomas and £100 to Rvhope; Ryhope, St. Thomas, and 
Hylton are very madequately endowed; St. Andrew has no 
certain endowment ana no house of residence; and neither 
is there any house of residence for the minister of Hylton. 

The rents of wayleaves, staiths, and coal, which are of 
uncertain amount and duration, are to be paid to the Com- 
missioners, and carried in their books to the credit of a fund 
to be called ** The Bishopwearmouth Fund." Out of this 
fund, as a primary charge, the two annual sums ot £5)00 and 
£100 will be paid to St. Thomas and Ryhope: but if at any 
time the fund should not suffice to meet this cnarge. the den- 
deney shall be mads up to the CommissionerB by toe Reetor 



of Bishopwearmouth; to whom, however, the amount of such 
deficiency thall be repaid out ot the first monies that may 
accrue over and above the said primary charge; and subject 
to this arrangement, the tithe rent-ehsiiges and rent of gLehe 
land are released from payment of the two annuities. 

Whenever iu any year the ^Bishopwearmouth Fund" 
shall yield, after payment of the annuities and repayments 
to the Rector, a surplus of £760, it is to be appropriated as 
follows:— 

ToSt.ThoMai(lDaddiUoiitotlMj900)....- JlOO 

To Bybopa (in addition to ttaa J100)«. .«•• 100 

To St. Andrew Deptford m ••••••••.••.«•• 860 

To Hylton (or Ford) ........ — • «. 900 

But if the surplus fall short of £750, then whatever it may be, 

St. Thomas to have .«..•... 9 parts. 

Ryhope •* tparte. 

St. Andrew Deptford .« ^ 7parta. 

HyltOD .•.•••.•.•.•.•.•■..«...........*•«..•• 4 parte. 

Should the surplus in any year exceed £750, the excess to 
be invested, and the interest or rents to be carried to the 
*< Bishopwearmouth Fund," towards further securing the 

Sayments aforesaid, and towards ^providing houses of resi. 
ence for the perpetual curate of St. Andrew Deptford and 
the mmister of Hrlton, and towards the endowment or aug- 
mentation of tiie mcome of anvnew church or chapel, or any 
newly-constituted district, within the parish of Bishopwear^ 
mouth, and proriding houses of residence for the ineumbents 
or miniiiters thereof respectively, in such amounts or propor- 
tions as shall from time to time be approved by the Biabop 
of Durham, the Commissioners, and the Rector. 

The proceeds of the *< Rector s Park,'* the income of which , 
belongs to the Rector, to be increased by sale or lease, and 
the increase to be carried to the " Biihopwearmouth Fund." 
The result of the *< scheme" may be thus stated:— 
The Reel or to reeeire (for self and eoralee) . . . . ^ • .dKl(l90 

The Perpetaal Curate of St. AadTCv • 360 

The Perpetnal Garate of St. Thomsa ».... m*. 900 

The Hinftter of Ryhope ....»...»• 900 

The Mintiter or Hylton 900 

And a surplus will probably arise for proriding houses of 
residence in St. Andnw Deptford and Hylton, and for other 
church-purposes. 



THE LATE SIR CUTHBERT SHARP. 
Sir Cuthbbrt Sharp, whose lamented death is reeorded 
in our obituary of the present week, was boro at Hartlepool in 
1781. He was the son of Cothbert Sharp and Susanna Crosby, 
sister ol Brass Crosby (of Stockton), Lord Mayor of London in 
1771, celebrated (or the great struggle in which he was engaged 
for the publication of the Parliamentary Debates, and for which 
be was, daring his mayoralty, imprisoned in the Tower. Sir 
Cuthbert bad bis early education at the school (much distin- 
guished at the time) of the late Dr. Buney, ol Greenwich. At 
about 18 be accepted a eommission in a regiment of cavalry 
(the Esses Fencibles), commanded by the late Montague 
Burfcoyne. He served io Ireland during the rebellicn ; and on 
the disbanding ol these cavalry forces he retired from his mili- 
tary career to pursue his studies in the Cniversity of Edin- 
burgh, in which he was accompanied by his excellent friend 
and brother officer, the late Daniel Ellis, who distinguished 
himself as the author of several treatises on Vegetable Physio- 
logy, and who contributed most of the articles in that depart- 
ment of Philosophy in the new edition of the ^fi^c^ofMsdia 
Britannica, Soon after Sir Cuthbert left Edinburgh, the 
preliminaries of peace with France were signed; and he 
eagerly embraced the opportunity afforded him of being one of 
the first to visit Paris; and there he remained during the short 
interval of the Peace of Amiens, until the war was renewed. 
He was then uolortunately included in the list of detenus. 



which kept him in France as a prisoner on parole for i 
yean. Owing, however, to his acquaintance with Bonaparte's 
Gran Juge Reynia, he was exempted from tlie ceneral fate of 
the unfortunate English who were ordered to Verdun. This 
enabled him eventually to procure a premission to visit Holland, 
and from that country he returned to England. He took up 
his residence for some years at HarUeoool. leading a retired 
lite, where he cultivated the friendship of the late John Ingram, 
and of Robert Surtees, of Maiosforth, the distinguished author 
of the History of the County of Durham, whose kindred pur- 
suiu in all probability animated him in prodoeing his excel- 
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lent Hittoiy of Hartlepool. On presentiiig an addrett to the 
Prince Regent in 1816, fron the corporation of that ancient 
hofoogb (of which be was elected Mayor), he received the 
bonoor of knighthood. He was appointed in 2B23 to the 
Collectonhip of the CattoBi of the port of Sunderland — an 
office to which he devoted all his exertions, occaiionally 
indolging bis taste for literary and antiquarian research, and 
in which office be continued up to 184S, when he was promoted 
to the Oolleetorsbip of Newcastle, a position requiring a more 
enlarged sphere of active employment, and for which his long 
experience and judgment had so well fitted him. The estima- 
tion in which he was held at Sunderland was testified by the 
vote and presentation of a pieee ot plate of great value. At 
Newcastle he has constantly exhibited the same urbanity of 
manners, the same ardour in fulfilling the duties of bis office; 
but bis health declining, he found those exertions too great for 
him ; and at the moment when he had proceeded to London 
lor the purpose of tendering his resignation, be was seized with 
the indisposition which has so fatally terminated. Sir Cuthbert 
died at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on Friday, the 17tb instant, aged 
68. Besides bis History ot Hartlepool, may be enumerated 
Memorials of the Rebellion of 1569, Memoir of Brass Crosby, 
Chronieon Mirabile, the Bishopric Garland, and various other 
antiquarian tracts; and we understand that be has left an 
extensive collection of MSS., chiefly connected with the history 
of the county of Durham. Sir Cuthbert ever took a deep 
interest in the proceedings of the Masonic Lodges of bis native 
county, aiding their charitable intents and advancing their 
efficiency and general welfare. He held the office of Deputy 
Proviocial Grand Master of the Province of Durham, having 
been elected thereto in 1832. Decidedly antiquarian and 
literary as were bis pursuits, be never allowed them to interfere 
with a single public duty: but it was bis antiquarian bias 
which fitted him for the studv of the history and aotiauities of 
the North of England, and which was enhanced by bis intimacy 
with the Historian of Durham. Very much of the interest of 
that writer is attributable to Sir Cuthbert, who, we believe, 
compiled all, or nearly all, the pedigrees of the ancient families 
which were introduced by Sortees.— Oorrnpondent of Me 
GaUihtad Obterver, Aug. ^ 1849. 

# 

Travelling in the Olden Time.— In these days 
of rapid locomotion and railway refreshment rooms, any records 
of travelling in the olden time are read with peculiar interest :— 
as, for instance, the following extracts from the '^Note of 
the Charges of Sir John Forster, Knight, in conveying the late 
Earl of Northumberland to Yorke [the Karl was beheaded at 
York for rebellion, on the 22d August, 1572,] and in his retorne 
with bis company back again." 
For iii post bones trom Alovlok to M orpcib on Taotday .... £0 8 4 

For il pott hones rroa Morpeth to NewoasUe 3 4 

Fortl potthorsMfhimNeweMtletoDarham 8 4 

Forii poet bonet from Darham to Damton ••• 3 10 

Forl^ poet honee from Damton to Toplef .«•••• •.•••• 6 t 

For lij poet horeee from thenee to Torke on niareday ,0 8 8 

The journey, it appears, from Alnwick to York, occupied from 
the Monday to the Thursday inclusive ; and the bill gives the 
amount of expenses incurred each day for the prisoner and 
escort (which lattei would be numerous) as follows :— 

At Alnwlek on Monday at night ;ei3 8 8 

At Newoaetle on Tnesday at night and Wednte> 
day In the morning.. •• 81 6 

For the ehargee at Damton on Wedneeday at 
night and Thondaje morning • 

For the ehargoe at Toplef on Thnreday at 

noon •...».. 18 

On his ** retorne" the gallant knight not bavins any prisoner 
to convey, had required no *< post horses ;* bat his expenses in 
returning were— 

At Yorke f^om Thursday at night till Sakterday 
atnone —••••••.« £00 

For the ehargN on Batarda>e at night at Now- 
bng and Gneooldo .« — .»...« IS 1ft 

On fnnday night at Damton. •... .«..^« 1110 

On Monday night at Newoaetle ••- 18 IS 

The number ol the esoort being unknown, it is impossible to 
pronounce an opinion as to the cost of the entertainment on the 
way. 

A Long Lbasb ov a Pulpit.-- In the year 1782, 
when Napoleon was in hit teens and America was still a British 
colony, a yoang minister ot the Qospel, who had not quite 
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attained bis majority, made the perilous deieont of the Bottle, 
bank, Gateshead, (then even steeper than now.) on the ** Leeds 
Times" coach, and was borne along Tyne Bridge to Newcutle, 
there to commence the pastoral charge of a Christian oongre. 
gation, and, as it proved, to prominentlT assist in laying the 
foundation of valuable institutions whien continue to this day 
a blessing to the inhabitants. Napoleon has begun and ended 
his career— the American Republic has long ago celebrated its 
Jubilee— the <* Leeds Times" has been supers^ed by the rail, 
way-train— penny posUge and the electric telegraph have come 
into operation— and on Sunday, the 19tb day of August, 1849, 
after a lapse of 67 years, the same minister of the Gospel, 
revisiting Newcastle, ascended the pulpit (which be had occupiea 
upwards of 60 years), and, opening the Sacred Volume, rnd 
(without spectacles) the 32d chapter ot Luke's Gospel, in a firm 
and audible voice. He then took for his text the 41st and 43d 
verses, and preached to a congregation not one of whom had 
heard his first discourse from that pulpit At the close he gave 
out the hymn of his friend and tutor, Dr. Enfield, coneluduig 
with the aspiration- 
Be Ohr let our pattern and our guide 

Hie toMge may we bear : 
Ob mav we tread bis holy etepe 
Hie Joy and glory than ! 
Such bad ever been the burden of his discourses and the rule 
of his life, and it formed a fitting close to possibly (although 
far from certainly) the last service which the venerable William 
Turner may conduct in Hanover-square chapel. 

The Coal Trade. — Delivery of coals, &c., in the 
port of London, during the month of August:— 

Ships. Tons. 

Newoaetle »..•»• •..»■»*•.... 454 ....a*.^.. «..■«»•» 139,147 

Sanderland 36S ....^ .«...« 91,7Sft 

Stockton, Middleebroagh, &e. £63 ...,.•••....,..•»« 70,785 

BIjtb....M....w.»«..M.. 42 ••••...••..« 8,077 

Beoteh ••..•«..••.........• 4 ••.•^•«.....^«...i 676 

Welob *•••....»........... S3 ..M.. »•.... ■■•«.• 7,587 

Torktblrc, lie. • 54 •• .••*••••.« 3,506 

nmell eoai ..a...*..*.^...* 9 ....*«..»•.••. ^.« 400 
Oalm...a.« 1 .«- »....«.• SIO 

Oiodere M • w 5 a^aaaaa.vMVvav.aal 481 



1.831 



310.198 



BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

NOTICE is hereby firiven, that on the Eighth Day 
of August intUnt, Mr. DAVID HA6GIE, of Sf ulgrave- 
terrace, Gentleman, was duly ELECTED a COUN- 
CILLOR for the EAST WARD of the Borough of Gateshead, 
to supply the vacancy occasioned in the ofliee of Councillor for 
the said Ward by the Office of Councillor James Hymen 
having been declared void. 

Dated this ninth day of August, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-nine. WILLIAM KELL, Town Clerk. 
■ » 

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

THE following Letter of Resignation from Mr. 
M'DoNiiBLL is published for the information of the 
Governors :— 

Gateshead Dispensaiji Aug. 10. 1849. 

Dbae Sie,— As I now have an opportunity of practtsing my 
profession in a sphere most conducive to my interests, f beg 
that you will have the goodness to acquaint the Committee and 
Governors of this Institution of my intention to resign the 
situation of resident medical officer on the llth of November 
next. I also wish to return you and them my sincere thanks 
for the great kindness and courtesy I have so invariablr ex« 
perienced, and which, together with the friendly and indulgent 
feeling so honourably and liberally evinced towards mcu a men 
stranger, on my arrival in Gateshead, imbues my mind with a 
feeling of gratitude that not all the vieissitudes ot life can ever 
diminish. To this indulgent support I am solely indebted for 
the high advanUge of having been elected to the office I tarn 
resign ; and while 1 am duly sensible of the benefit I derived 
from the extensive range of practice it opened to me, I would 
indulge a hope that the interests of your truly invalus!ble insti- 
tution have been aa much promoted as my very humble 
abilities would permit. 

Conicioos at I am of the great and extwilTe MefnlaeKi ef 
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your nuMni ekarity, I tbaU ever Cain a doep iDtemt in id 
|in»perity and snooeif. I am, dear Sir, 

Yours ainoerely, 
To W. H. Brockett, Bsq^ Seoratary. £. M'Dom wblu 

TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE GATESHEAD 

DISPENSARY 

MY LORDS, LADIES, AND GENTLE MEN,— 
I beg to return you my Thanks for the Honour yoa 
have conferred upon me. in electing me to the House Sur- 
geoncy of your valuable Institution. 

I can assure yon that no eflforts ol mine shall be wanting, to 
fulfil to the fullest extent the very responsible duties incum- 
bent upon me; and I trnst that by constant and assiduous 
attention to those duties, I shall merit the confidence you have 
reposed in me. 

I am, my Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. ROBINSON, Juw. 
18, Cla^eBon^place, Gateshead, Sept. 21, 1849. 



BOYAL VTSITS TO NEWCASTLE. 

The brief yiait of Queen Yiotoria, who on Friday, the 28th 
Sentember, passed like a meteor athwart our vision, will natu- 
rally direct the mind to the presence of prior Sovereigns on 
the banks of the Tyne, the ancestors of our liege lady, whose 
empire snrpasses in extent that of any other potentate whom 
the world ever saw. Lineallv descended from Alfred the 
Great, Malcolm Canmore, and William the Conqueror, she 
aptly represents and rules Saxon, and Scot, and Norman, 
now almost lost iu one; and while the rememhrance of her 
too-transitory visit is yet fresh in the public recollection, we 
will revert to former wearers of the Grown who have visited 
this Metropolis of the North, in the hope of awakening an 
interest in the minds of our readers, and leading some of 
them, at least, to the pleasant and profitable study of history. 
William thb Conqueror, who ascended the throne in 
1066, was enforced by his necessities to maintain hy the sword 
what he had acquired by the sword. After the battle of 
Hastings, the Saxon heir to the throne, the imbecile Edgar 
Atheling, fled to the conrt of Malcolm Canmore, King of 
Scotland, with his siaters, Margaret and Christina :— the latter 
of whom, captivating the affections of the Scottish monarch, 
liecame his queen. Her husband, in 1068, made a de9cent 
upon England with her brother Edgar, and took the town of 
Kewoastle; whereupon William hastened northward with an 
army, and encountered the Scots, who were reinforced by the 
Danes, on Gateshead Fell. Yictory declared for the Norman ; 
and he, to deprive hia enemies of a future asylum on the 
Tyne, levelled Newcastle (then called Monkchester) almost 
with the ground. In 1070 and 1072 William again passed 
through Newcastle on hia way to Scotland against Malcolm— 
who, on the latter occasion, met him at Berwick and did 
him homage. Abont this time, probably, the Conqneror 
conceived the project of erecting a castle on the Tyne. It 
was built abont 1079—1082 : the exact date is not known. 
Robert Curthose, the king's eldest son, is genenilly said to 
have superintended its erection. Hardyng the chronicler, 
however, who flourished about the time of Edward the Fourth. 
ascribes the work to the third son, WOliam Rufns. 
He baylded the N««r Cutell upon Tyne 
Tbe Soottea to njoaUnae. and to defend^ 
And dvell Umtid. the people to eoolyne 
The tovne to bailde and walle at did spptnd 
Be gftve tbem imiDDd and golde M greet to spond. 
To boylde It well and walle It all aboate. 
And franehieed tbelm to pay a free nnte oat 
And the rhvmer (who lived in the family of the Barl of 
Northumberland) explains that out of the Archbishop's rents, 
and those of Winchester and Sarum, and the revenues of 
nine abbeys, Wflliam built 

Westminster Ball, 
And the oasitl of Neweaotle wl tball. 
WzLLiAii BnvuB aocceeded to the erown in 1087. He, too, 
was more than onoe in Newcastle. He paased through in 
lOdi, and met and oonquered Malcolm of Scotland near 
Alnwick. Malcolm and nis son, Prince Bdward, were fi*!" . 
IffldvMMbBried at Tynemouth. Th« widowed queen died 



shortly afterwards, broken-hearted. In the following year, 
the oastle was seized by Robert Barl of Mowbray, and 
turned against its builder; but William, repairing to New- 
castle with a large force, laid siege to it, and recovered 
possession. 

HsMAT THB FiBST, the next Norman king, visited New- 
castle, and, there is reason to believe, established a mint ii| 
the town. But some authorities incline to the belief that 
Henry the Second was the first to coin money in Newcastle. 

Stbphxn, grandson of the Conqneror, seised the crown ia 
1135, and held it against the claims of the Empress Matilda, 
daughter of Henry the First, whose cause was espoused by 
her uncle, David of Scotland. Darid held Newcastle for the 
Empress, and resided there many years, occupying the castle. 
In ll89, Stephen came northward to Durluun; and David 
and he agreed to send arbitrators to Chester-le-Street, mid- 
way between the two towns. The Scottish king deputed the 
Archbishops of Glasgow and St. Andrews, and Stephen the 
Archbishops of York and Canterburv. Peace was concluded, 
but whether Newcastle was restored to the English king is 
not certain. Matilda of Boulogne, wife of Stephen, was a 
principal means of promoting the restoration of peace. She 
was a wise, amiable, energetic woman, and it was owing to 
her popuUrity, and that of her husband, that their claim to 
the throne was more generally supported than that of the 
Empress Matilda, who had the better title. The civil war 
which distracted and desolated the oountrv in Stephen's 
reign was finally ended by a compromise. Tne ** nigguh old 
wife," as Camden irreverently calls the Empress, waived her 
claim on condition that her son Henry should succeed to the 
throne on Ste^'bcn's death:^an arrangement to which the 
king would more readily accede, i^as scandal has boldly 
alleged (and with good ground), Henry was the son of 
Stephen as well as of the Empress Matilda I 

UBiTRr THB Sboonii, the first of our PUntagenet kings, 
succeeded in 1154. Peter of Blois has left it on record that 
he was <'of middle stature," '^subrufus, or pale red," with 
" curly hair" and of " a lyonons risage." He nad a mint in 
Newcastle. His life was embitterea by domestic feuds; and 
William of Scotland, taking advantage of these in 1173, 
ravaged England to the Tyne. On his return, diverting him- 
self before Alnwick with exercises of chindry, he was sur. 
prised by Ranulph do Qknville, the soldier-lawyer, at the 
head of 40O knights, and taken prisoner. Ranulpb, who had 
left Newcastle that morning, returned with William in the 
evening; and he was thereafter taken southward. He pur- 
chased his liberty of Henry at the price of £4.000 : and 
returning into Scotland with an armed force, was met on 
Tyne bridge by the men of Newcastle, who were enraged at 
ms release. It provoked them that so bad a neighbour 
should once more be turned loose upon them, and they opposed 
his progress through their tovvn. In the deadly encounter 
which ensued Sir John Perith was slain.— We have spoken 
of the family dissensions of King Henry. He married, while 
yet in his teens. Eleanora of Aquitaine, the divorced wife of 
Louis VII. of FS:ance. It surprised all Europe that so young 
a prince should espouse a mature matron of 82; but the su? 
pnse vanished— or, rather, assumed a new character— when, 
m less than four months, sihe bore her youthful husband a 
son! Ere long, she discovered his intimacy with <*Fair 
Rosamond," whom she drove (not, as the story books say, 
into her grave, but) into a nunnery. Henry, before his death, 
put away his wife, and kept her long years a prisoner. She 
sunriring redeemed the errors of her youth by her energetic 
and able assistance in the government of the country. 
Adversity had subdued and saddened her disposition, and, 
writing to the Pope, she bitterly subscribed herself — 
« Eleanora, by the wrath of God Queen of England." 

Her renowned son, Richabd thb First, Coeor de Lion, 
is nowhere named in connection with Newcastle; but John, 
her youngest and unpopular son, whatever bis demerits, 
was a good friend to that town, and a frequent visitor. 
He was there in 1201 shortly after his accession ; and the 
burgesses gave him 40 marks and two palfreys as a "king's 
weloome." In 1909 William of Scotland met John in 
conference at Newcastle, but without result. In 1213, the 
Snglish king marched throngb the town against the ScoU,who 
made subasiuion to hia on the Borders. In the following 
year, dating from Stockton, he granted the town a new charter; 
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imd ag«iD in 1317. at Daibam. He gftte Nevcascle a BcrcbaiU 
iraild^prokably, bowever, esactiog • quid pro quo. Id those 
days, the king'* poverty «u the people's opportunity ; besides 
wbiich, the throne fovDa it ooovenieot to make friends with the 
towns, and thereby strengthen themselves against the barons. 
As a carious iUnstration of the shifts to which our former kings 
deseended, when taxes were not so systematically and quietly 
levied and collected as now^ Brand mentions that in the 6th of 
John, Hogh de Nevill being then imprison, his wife g&ve the 
king 900 hens for the privilege of passing one night with her 
lord ! In the year 1215, shortly before his death, John made 
another visit to the north. The barons of Northamberlaod 
bad allied themselves against him with Alexander ot Scotland; 
and. in his anger, he advaooed with an army to the Borders, 
ravaging the coontrr from the Tyne to the Tweed. Morpeth, 
Mitford. Alnwick, ^Vnrk, and other places were eonsnmed; 
but Camden says that Morpeth (like another Moscow) was 
patriotically fired by its own inhabiUnts. Berwick was plon- 
dered, to repay the king his expenses; but he got no fsirther 
northward— the Scottish kinr there making submission.— Bat 
in 1216, Alexander asain invaded England as the ally of I^uis of 
France, and advanced to Barnard Castle, which held out for 
John. Eustace Vescy, brother-in-law of the King of Scotland, 
was slain by his side by a crossbow shaft, shot from the castle ; 
and Alexander then thought it prudent to retreat. 

Hbnrt tbb Third, like John his father, was often in 
Newcastle, and extended the privileges of the burgesses. To 
him, for instance, they are indebted for the honour which they 
still possess of choosing their coroner; he also gave them a 
mayor ; and, for the sum of 100 marks, they got his permission 
that no Jew should dwell within their gates ! They also repre- 
•ented to him their sufierings and losses from war and 
pestilence, and obtained his leave " to dig stone and coal in the 
castle.fleld and the firth," (which privilege soon more than 
atoned to them for the increase of their fee- farm rent from £dO 
and £60 to £100 per annnm). It was commonly an errand of 
war that brought Henry into the north. In 1236 and 1244 be 
met Alesaoder of Scotland beyond the Tyne :— in the former 
year the Scottish king claiming back Northumberland, West- 
morland, and Cumberland— and in the latter, he advanced to 
Ponteland with an army, Henry occupying Newcastle with 
horse and foot. A treaty of peace was concluded. Alexander's 
son married Henry's daughter at York to seal the pacific 
settlement— the English king pledging the crown jewels to meet 
his share of the wedding expenses. He also raised an *' aid*' 
for the purpose ; to which, as we find it recorded, the Prior of 
Tynemoath contributed five marks. In 1255, Henry came 
northward to visit his daughter, accompanied by his queen, 
(who had before visited Newcastle). They had heard that 
Alexander and their daughter, now King and Queen of 
Scotland, were kept in durance by Baliol and the Comyns. 
Procuring the release of the royal prisoners from the castle of 
Edinburgh, they brought them to Newcastle, and took them 
thence southward.— Henry and his queen, Eleanor of Provenoe, 
snmamed in her youth ** La Belle," and in her old age styled 
by Matthew of Westminster a '* virago^" were a thriftless pair 
and unpopular with their subjects, with whom they were 
always quarrelling for money. He petitioned the lords for a 
thirtieth of his subjecu' property, to relieve him from the 
pecuniary difficulties in which he had involved himself by his 
union with Eleanor, but was told in reply that '* they had 
amply supplied funds both for his marriage and that of the 
empress [his sister, married to the Emperor of Germany] ; and 
as he had wasted the money he might defray the expenses of bis 
wedding as be could.'* In Henry's reign, however, the supremacy 
of the law was gradually asserting itself; and in 1239 it was 
decided, in a suit between the crown and the subject, that 
neither the king nor the keeper of his eastle at Newcastle had 
a right to take prize of a hundred herring for each boat or 
vessel coming up to that town.— Henry died in 1274, eighteen 
years before his queen, who retired to a nunneiy in her 
widowhood. 

Edward thi First, a sagaeious and warlike prince^ 
succeeded his father Henry, and was involved in war with Scot- 
land to the end of his reign; consequently, he, too, was a 
frequent visitor in Newcastle. These were days in which the 
soTcreign power did not reach the remoter portion* of % 
kingdom throuth the instmmentality of ministers ; and bf) 
Mho won the English erowo^ Rhfaimgh his soeptre Mtanded 



not, like Queen Vietoria's, to every qvartor of the globe« qinst 
traverse his narrow dominions in person, at the bcM of armed 
men, or cease to be king. In the year 1292 (December 26), 
John Baliol (a descendant of Guide Baliol, who came over with 
the ConquerorJ did homage to his patron, King Edward, for 
the Scottish crown, in the great hall of his palaoe, (in aula 
palatii ipsius Domini Regis infrm castrum). The most illus- 
trious personages of the two kingdoms were assembled in the 
castle of Newcastle, participators in the august ceremony. 
Among the followers of Edward were the Bishop of Durham, 
the Chancellor of England, and many others. A nioio question 
arose as to fees, the lawyers having no precedent to guide 
them ; but it was finally fixed that the fee sbonld be £20, or 
double that of an earl. In 1296, Baliol having dismissed all 
Englishmen from his court, Edward (by whom he was placed 
on the throne in 1291) suspected him of treachery, and sent 
him a summons to be in Newcastle on the 1st of March. That 
day found Edward at the place of meeting with 30,000 foot and 
4,000 horse, besides 1 ,000 fool and 700 horse brought by Anthony 
Beck, the magniBcent and warlike Bishop of Durham. Baliol 
failing to appear, Edward advanced to the Borders, and heard 
on his war that Robert de Ros, Lord of Wark, smitten by the 
charms of a Scottish damsel, had gone over to the cause of her 
king. William, however, the brother of Robert, remained in 
the castle, and sent a messenger to Edward, requesting speedy 
aid. The king sent forward one thousand men. Word then 
reached him that Robert with a party of Scots from Roxburgh^ 
had set fire by night to the town b7 Wark castle, and slain the 
inhabitants ; and Edward, grateful for the excuse, gave thanks 
to God that his advenaries had invaded his kingdom aod were 
the beginners of the war. Maruhing on to Wark he there kept 
the festival of Easter. Baliol, whcK Berwick had been taken 
at the point of the sword, sent to renounce his fealty. */ What 



a piece of madness in the foolish traitor !" exclaimed thJe king : 
*' since he will not come to us, we will go to him." All the 
strongholds of Scotland enocessively fell into the hands of 



Edward ; and before the Tear was ended Baliol was standing 
before the Bishop of Durham with a white rod in his hand, 
confessing his sins and resigning his crown. The English 
king held a parliament at Berwick, to receive the homage of 
the Scottish nobility. Thither then went through Newcastle, 
to swell the train of the conquering monarch, the sumptuous 

E relate of this diocese, with 26 standard-bearers of bis house- 
old, 140 knights, 1,000 foot, and 500 horse, Henry of Homcas- 
ter, a monk of Durham, bearing the consecrated banner of St. 
Cuthbert— William Wallace, the hero of Scotland, who often 
desolated Northumberland, and twice extended bis ravages to 
the walls of Newcastle (whence he was repulsed by the brave 
inhabitants), was captured in 1305, and ignominiouslj led in 
the train of Edward to London. He was there done to death 
on Tower Hill, and the right arm which had so often been 
raised in his country's cause was exposed «» (errorem qu the 
walls of Newcastle — most probably on the gateway of the 
bridge. — On his visits to Neweastle Edward was occasioaUy 
accompanied by his queen. We have no record that his first 
wife, Eleanora of Castile, was ever in the north ; but the bride 
of his old age, Bfarguerite of yranoe, (who was 44 years his 
junior,) was more than once in Newcastle. This royal lady, 
forming an exception to her predecessors, was never orovaed* 
her warlike lord being too poor to afford the expense ! In 
1303, he left her in Tynemouth while be marched into Scotland; 
aod the monks, improving their opportunity, got a grant of a 
charter for a fair, (fairs being in those times an important 
naeans ot trade and commeree). But our jealous neighbours, 
the good men of Newcastle, beset the king on his return, and 
the charter was revoked. A few years later, the Prior of Tyne- 
mouth got leave to erect a pillory ; and we do not read that in 
this instance Neweastle interfere, and deprived the monks of 
their acquisition. — Edward granted to the burgesses of New- 
eastle power to leave their lands and tenements to whom they 
pleased. He also united to Newcastle by charter the district of 
Pampedon or Pandon, where the Northumbrian kings had their 
resideoee during the heptarchy. — It is related of him that on 
the 7th of December, 1^, he went to chapel at Heaton to hear 
R boy bishop perform the vespers of St Nicholas therein, and 
gave the juvenile prodigy, with the singing bovs, 40s. There 
IS, however, a similar story extant, given by Miss Striekland 
on the AVtbority of << the honsehold book of Edward W of '^ a 
fftyneat of 40s. to John, the joong son of John the bailiff) ai 
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boy bishop in the chapel of Dnnffrmline," when Edward and 
bit queen kept Christmat there in 1304.— Edward was a great 
king, and also (which oay be interesting to the cnrioas) a great 
sloven. A bishop remonstrating with him on his nnkingly 
attire, he asked, ** What could I do more in royal robes, father, 
than in this plain gaberdine t" 

His degenerate son, Edwakd thb Sbcond, succeeded in 
1907. Robert Bruoe said it was more difficult to win half a 
loot of land from the old king than a kingdom from the son. 
His weakness of charaoter was betrayed by his lo^eof favourites, 
and hift levity by his gratuities to <* Jack of St. Albans, his 
painter, for dancinc on the table before him, and making him 
laugh excessively;" and to a rival genius who *<di verted him 
by his droll fashion of tumbling off hit horse.'* He was also 
addicted to *« chuck farthing!" In 1313, the barons, headed 
by the Earl of Lancaster, took arms against this childish 
monarch, to limit the regal authority and compel the dismissal 
of Piers Gavestoo, his foreign favourite ~ a clever, witty 
fellow, who mocked and nicknamed the nstive nobility, and 
provoked their hatred. The king fled to Newcastle with 
Oaveston and his French Queen, "< Isabella the Fair." Hotly 
pursued they pushed on to Tynemoutb, where Edward and his 
favourite took ship for Scarborough. The queen, then only in 
ber eighteenth year, and pregnant, entreated with tears that 
the king would remain, or make her the partner of his further 
flight $ but he was deaf to her prayers, and left her behind. 
The subsequent execution of Gaveston need not be told ; but it 
may not be so well known that the barons charged him, among 
other crimes, with being the <* son of a witch," (his mother 
having been burnt for a witch at GuienDe).~In 1315, Edward 
addres&ed a letter of thanks to the mayor, bailiffs, and good 
men of Newcastle, who had suffered severely from the Scots, 
and wrote to the King of France and Duke of firetagne in their 
behalf, to allow them to purchase com and other provisions, 
necessary for the defence of the town and their own support, 
without the exaction of any other than the old and accustomed 
prices. These were, indeed, if the chroniclers may be believed, 
doleful times. Prior to 1317, there had been three seasons of 
sterility — the north had been laid waste by Bruce from the 
Tweed to the Tees — horses and dogs were eaten for food ~ 
parents devoured their children, and prisoners those newly 
brought in !— In his necessities, Edward borrowed £633 68. 8d. 
from the burgesses; and this he repaid by discounts from the 
annual fee farm due from Newcastle to the Crown. — Edward, 
deposed by his wife and her paramour Mortimer, was assassi- 
nated, horribly, in 1327. In 1328, his adulterous widow. Queen 
Isabella, now as generally hated as once she was beloved—her 
name of ** Isabella the Fair" changed into the <* She Wolf of 
France"— revisited Newcastle with a splended retinue on her 
way to Berwick, where she married her infant daughter Joan 
to the young Bruce of Scotland. 

Edward tbb Third concluded a peace with Scotland on 
the marriage of his sister to David Bruce ; and in oonsideration 
of their losses by the incursions of the Scots, he forgave the 
burgesses of Newcastle their debts, owing to himself and his 
predecessors, and conferred upon them additional privileges. 
He repaired the walls, and granted customs for their main- 
tenance. A worthier king than his father, he was also more 
worthily mated. He espoused Philippa of HainauU,a8 good as 
she was wise and handsome. They were married at York in 
1328. She was the mother of the Black Prince and of John of 
Gaunt The women of England loved her tor her domestic 
virtues. She suckled her children herself; and mother and 
babe were the favourite models of contemporary artists for the 
*< Virgin and Child/' This prudent Flemish Queen Uid the 
foundation of our manufactures, and, having often visited the 
north, gave encouragement to the coal trade. In 1333, her 
lord having been to Scotland, she went from York to Durham 
to meet him, and repaired to his lodgings in the priory, (now 
the residence of Dr. Waddington. the Dean of Durham,) 
Innocent of all knowledge that the shade of St Cuthbert could 
not tderate the presence of the fair sex within the precincts of 
the cathedral. One of the monks, bearing of the sacrilege, 
aroused the royal pair, and apprised the Queen of her 
delinquency. Phillippa, inwardly smiling, no doubt, at the 
holy father's horror, submissively and sensibly donned her 
garments, apologized for her offence, and was escorted to 

{[uarters that were not tabooed against womankind.— [Some 
our score years later, two Newcastle damsels, Matilda Buigh 



and Margaret Usher, servants to Peter Baxter, dressed them- 
selves in male attire, and walked to Durham, to obtain a 
nearer view of the forbidden shrine than was accorded to 
petticoats, but were unhappily caught in their smallclothes, 
and compelled to do penance in the churches of St Nicholaa 
and All Saints, Newcastle!] -In 1334, Edward Baliol did^ 
homage to Edward of England in the church of the Blach 
Friars, in the Westgat^ and alienated the five Scottisji counties 
nearest the Border.— King; David, whose claims to the Scottish 
throne, as against Baliol, had been opposed by King Edward, 
crossed the Border in 1346, and laid desolate the oouotiy north 
of York, a fortnight alter the battle of Cressy, as a diversion 
in favour of the King of France. In the absence of her hus- 
band, Philippa, a woman of great moral courage, hastened 
northward with an army, and gave battle to the invader at 
Nevill's Cross, near Durham, inspiring the soldiers with an 
haraneue from her white charger. The Scots were routed :— 
David was taken prisoner by John Copeland — and was 
many years thereafter an involuntary inmate of the castle of 
Newcastle.— Edward kept Christmas in Newcastle in 1353— 
which was about his last visit to the town. 

Richard thb Sbcond, his successor, was never, that we 
are aware of, in Newcastle; but he granted the mayor the 
privilege of having a sword borne before him on state occasions ; 
and this privilege was not allowed to lie dormant yesterday 
(Friday), when the Right Worshipful the Mayor, Captain 
Weatherley, knelt before Queen Victoria on the High Level 
Bridge. 

Henrt tbb Fourth was an occasional visitor; and in his 
reign, in the year 1400, Newcastle first became a county of 
itself, and exchanged iu bailiffs for a sheriff. Our neighbour, 
if a great sufferer from the Scots, appears to have made them 
a continual plea for an enlargement of municipal privileges. 

Hbnrt tbb Fifth does not appear to have been in New- 
castle. 

Hbnrt thb Sixth, in whose reign began theexterminatiog 
War of the Roses, which destroyed four-score princes ot the 
blood-royal, and nearly the whole of our ancient nobility, fied 
with his' queen to Newcastle from the disastrous battle of 
Towton, and theoce to Berwick. The Earl of Wiluhire, taken 
in the fight, was brought into Newcastle, and beheaded. In 
1462, Margaret of Anjou, wife ot Henry , landed at Tynemouth 
from France with fiOO men, and advanced to Newcastle, where 
she was denied admission. Reembarking she reached Berwick 
in a small craft, but her followers were mostly driven ashore at 
Bamborgh, and fell into the hands of the partisans of Edward 
IV. The battle of Hexham, fought May 15, 1464, ended in the 
triumph of Edward over Henry, who fied the field. Margaret 
gained the coast by the aid of a *<robber"— (probably one of 
those men of broken fortunes with which a country necessarily 
abounds in a time of civil wars)— and crossed over to Flanders. 
The principal prisoners were beb^tded :— the Duke of Somer- 
set in Hexham— the Earl of Kent and others in Newcastle. 
Henry closed bis troubled life in the Tower of London. 

Edward tbb Fourth fallowed Henry the Sixth to New. 
castle after the battle of Towton, and was subsequently a 
visitor to the town. 

His brother, Richard thb Third, was never so far north ; 
or, at least, we find no record of his visits. 

Hbnrt thb Sbtbnth, who won the crown on Bosworth 
Field, spent the summer of 1487 in Newcastle; and in 1603 
gave his daughter Margaret in marriage to James the Fourth 
of Scotland — as a further attempt to make a royal 
maiden a bond of peace and amity between the two coun- 
tries. Leland has happily preserved in his Collectanea the 
official record of the bride's << progress," written by **John 
Younge, the Somerset Herald," and entitled ** The Fyancels of 
Margaret." We make an extract or two, to contrast with the 
" progress" of Queen Victoria by steam. First comes the Earl of 
Northumberland, who quite eclipses Sir George Grey :— ^ The 
Erie of Northumberland ware en a goodly gowne of tynsell 
fourred with hermynes. He was mounted upon a fayr courser, 
his hamays of goldsmyth worke ; and through that same was 
sawen small bells that made a meliodvous noyse, without 
sparing gambads," (much more <* mellodyous," we have no 
doubt, than the *< noyse" of the. railway whistle). It was on 
the 24th of July that the bride approaehed Newcastle. ^ Thre 
mylle from thens cam to her the prior of Tynemouth, well 
apoynted, and in bys company zxz horsys, Hys folks in hys 
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liveray. And ther was in lyke wys Syr Rawff Harbotelle, 
Kayght, ricbly apoyDted, well moanted, and bys folks in hys 
liveray to the nombre of xl horsyi. At the intrynge of the sayd 
towne of Newe Castell the qwene apoynted her, and intred in 
noble astau" John Yoange does not describe Margaret's dress 
at this stage of her progress, but elsewhere she is said to have 
been ** varey rychly arayde and enomed with gold and preeyoos 
stones, setting in hyr lytere, rychly apoynted." « Upon the 
bryge [of Newcastle] cam in processyon rychly revested the 
college of the said town, and with them the freres carmelits 
and jacobins, with the orossys, the wich war gyffen to the said 
qwene to kyase, as before, by the archbyshop. After them was 
the mayr of the said towne, accompanyd of the sheryffes and 
aldermen, well apoynted, on foot. The wich receyved the 
qwene honorably : and after the recejTynge the said mayr 
monted on horseback, berying his masse before hyr. At the 
bryge end, upon the gatt, war many children, revested of sur- 
peliz, syngyng meliodioosly hympnes, and playing on instru- 
ments of many sortes. Within the said towne, by order, the 
bourges and habitants were honnestly apoynted. The streytts 
were hanged, and the wyndow loupps, topps, and schipps was 
so full of people, gentylmen and gentylwomen, in so grate 
nombre, that it was a playsur for to se. Bat they maid 
non sound of artyllery and ordonnaunce. [There was 
sound enough of *' ordonnaunee," in all conscience, yester- 
day.] In such state and fayr aray was the said qwene 
brought and conveyd to the freres anstyns, where she 
was lodged, and honnestly receyved by those revested 
with the crosse. And when she was brought to hyr lodging 
every man drew hym to hys awn. The next day after, being 
the 25tb, St Jamys day, she abode all the day in the said 
towne, and was at the churche messe varey nobly accompanyd. 
That same day at event th' Erie of Northumberland made to 
many lords, knights, and others, a goodely baunket, which 
lasted to mydnyght, for cause of the games, daunces, sports, 
and songs, with force of ypocres, suocres. and other metts of 
many delicyoases maners.''— The noble house of the <* freres 
austyns," or Augustine Friars, in which, as mentioned by the 
Somerset Herald, Margaret was lodged, and where royal 
visitors before her had often sojourned, stood in the Manors, 
on ground since occupied by the Freemen's Hospital, the 
Surgeons' Hall, and other edifices. 

In the reign of Hbn bt thb Eighth, brother of Margaret, 
her husband, James the Fourth, crossed the fiorder with an 
army, to oblige his brother-in-law to abandon the war in Flan- 
ders. The Earl of Surrey collected the Enslish forces at New. 
castle, and advanced to meet King James, who was defeated 
and slain at Flodden, Sept. 9, 1513. <* Then was the bodye [of 
James] bowelled, embawmed, and cered, and secretelye, 
amongest other stufle, conveyed to Newcastell. The Erie [of 
Surrey], after that the nor the part was set in qnyetness, returned 
to the Queue wTth the deade bodye of the Soottyshe Kynge, 
and brought it to Ricbmonde." (Halle's Chronicle of England, 
1548.) Henry the Eighth, entertaining conscientious^!) doubts 
whether he could give Christian burial to the remains of his 
sister's husband, applied to the Pope for his permission ; and 
having got it— he left the body unburied I It was Uken (says 
Stowe) " to the monasterie of Sheyne in Surrey" (at Richmond). 
At the Dissolution it was ** throwne into a waste room amongst 
the old timber, lead, and other rubble." The *' worknen then, 
for their foolish pleasure, hewed off his head." '< Lancelot 
Young, master glazier to Queen Elizabeth, took it to his house 
in Wood-street, London, where he kept it a time; but in the 
end caused the sexton of St Michael to bury it amongst other 
bones taken out of their charnell." And such was the end of 
King James ^e Fourth of Scotland ! His widow, not inconso- 
lable, married the Earl of Angus in 1515, and gave birth in 
Harbottle castle, Northumberland, to a daughter, who after- 
wards married the Earl of Lennox. She bore him Heniy 
Darnley, husband of Mary Queen of Scots, whose son James 
became King of England and Scotland.— Henry the Eighth 
never visited Newcastle; but, coming to York to meet James 
the Fifth of Scotland (who, however, was unwilling to trust 
himself farther south than the Tyne), the mayor of Newcastle 
travelled to that city with a welcome gift of £100, and the 
mayors of York and Hull equalled his worship's loyal libe- 
rality. 

Elisabeth did not honour Newcutle with a visit in per- 
ion; but when the Duke of Norfolk waa there with an army, 



she wrote to His Grace begging bim to borrow £800 of some of 
the Newcastle merchants; using the common pretext of bor- 
rowers, that she was put to it for money until she received some 
that was owing to her, and then she would repay it 

James the Fibst reached the town of Newcastle, April 9, 
1003, on his way to ascend the British throne. The mayor, 
aldermen, and council met him with the sword and keys, and 
a purse of gold, which tbey presented for bis acceptance. The 
former he returned, but kept the latter. Next day (Sunday), 
be went to St Nicholas's church, and heard Toby Matthew, 
Bishop of Durham, preach from 2 Chron. xv. 1, 2. ^ Monday," 
says Stowe, ^ he bestowed in viswing the towne— the manner 
and beauty, the bridge and keye, being one of the fayreste in 
all the north parts." The townspeople were so glad and proud 
of the royal visit, that they ** thankfully bore all the charge of 
the king's household during the time of his abode with them." 
On the Wednesday James departed for the south. April 23, 
1617, the king, returning to visit Scotland, was again in 
Newcastle. The mayor and corporation met him on the 
Sandhill. The town-clerk delivered an oration:— the mayor 
(which James more prized) handed him ^a great standing 
bowl to the value of an hundred jacobuses, and an hundred 
marks in gold." He remained in Newcastle until the 5th of 
May, dining with the mayor, ^ when it pleased the king to be 
served by the mayor and aldermen." 

Charles the First, repairing to Scotland in 1633 for his 
coronation, visited Newcastle in his passage to and fro, and 
knighted the mayor, Mr. Ralph Cole. In 1639, he sojourned 
in Newcastle from the 5th to the 17th of May. Supping with 
the mayor, Mr. Alexander Davidson, in the house on the 
Sandhill now occupied by Daglish & Ismay and Mr. Aisbitt, 
he conferred the honour of knighthood upon his worship, (who 
afterwards, in 1644, died in his royal master's cause on the 
walls of Newcastle, at the age of 80). [The present town-clerk 
of Newcastle, Mr. Clayton, while naming the fact that Mr. 
Cole was knighted in 1633, and enjoying his joke at the mayor's 
expense (see another column), carefully avoided the knighting 
of 1639, well aware that the town.clerk as well as the mayor felt 
the weight of the royal sword on that occasion ; and he had evi- 
dently no desire to aftord his worship an opening for a retort.]— 
In 1641 , Charles passed and repassed in haste; and in the follow, 
ing year, his queen, Henrietta Maria, sailed twice from Holland 
for Newcastle; the first time she was driven back— the second, 
made Bridlington Quay. In 1643, the merchants of Newcastle 
collected among themselves £500 for the defence of the town for 
the royal cause; but, nevertheless, in 1644 it was taken by the 
Scots.— Charles, flying in 1646 from Oxford, then besieged by 
the Parliament, threw himself upon the honour of the Scottish 
army at Newark, who brought him to Newcastle on the 6th of 
May; and there, in 1647, they sold him to the Parliament for 
£200,000. The '< price of blood" filled six and thir^ covered 
waggons; and Ambrose Barnes informs us in his memoirs 
that he, then an apprentice in Newcastle, assisted in counting 
the money, and received a pair of gloves for his trouble. 

Margaret of Anjou, wife of Henry the Sixth, repulsed from 
the gates of Newcastle, was the last Queen of England that had 
Tisited that town; Charles the First, sold to the scaffold, was 
the last Sovereign of England that had come within its waUs; 
until, on Friday last, having sufficiently performed quarantme 
for its inhospitality. Queen Victoria visited Newcastle in 
happier times. 

To Charles the First succeeded Olitbe Cromwell. He, 
in 1648, reached Newcastle in arms against the royalists, and 
was <* received with veiy great acknowledgments of love." 
1650 again saw him in Newcastle, passing to and from the 
battle of Dunbar. August, 1657, he was proclaimed Protector. 
Then was paid— 

TotbewaitMMidtrompetters .4«ik.«w»«ftWM.;6l 
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But on the 19th of May, 1660, Charles the Second having been 

restored to the throne, there was spent by the authorities:- 
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Perhaps the «stni expea^e was Ptrtlv in eonsideration of the 
fMst that not ooly the King of JEngfand was restored to his 
throne, hat also the parish-clerk of All Saints to his pnlpitl 

Chablbs thb Sbcoitd was peenliarly hononred by the 
town of Newcastle on his reeorery of the crown. Prior to the 
Commonwealth, a statne of Kinir James oecnpied a niche over 
the Magazine Gate on the bridge, in the soath front. This, in 
1651, was taken down by order of the Parliament, and sondry 
mottoes (with tha arms of the Commonwealtb) were sabsti- 
tntedy defining and enlogiziog Liberty, and declaring 
the ioeompatibility of Princedom with Freedom. Thos:— 
■* Principatns ao Libertas res dissociabiles." ''Vera 
Libertas nnllios ins imminnit." "£t demnm Libertas 
est qosi snnm cniqae tnatnr." Arms and mottoes came 
down at the Restoration, and the royal arms were pot 
up* with a statne of Charles 11. classically costumed. A 
motto was added:— ^Adventns R4^s solamen Gregis,** 
(the coming of the King is the comfort of the People). 
But in June, 1771, the ^comfort of the people* having 
reqnired a wider roadway on the bridge, Charles was remoTcd 
to a nicha in the Sandhill-front of the Eiohange, under the 
clock, which then occupied a tower over the stairs of entrance. 
Tliis removal gave rise to a lampoon abusing poor Charles 
and the anthorities, which was stuck upon the door of the 
Esehange, and of whieh Dr. Rotlwram got the discredit An 
answer was pnblisfaed in the same manneri aud was worthy of 
the occasion. In 17!M. the Exchange was modernized — 
** beautified'^ with true churchwarden-taste— and the statue, as 
vagrant as its original, flatted into the piazza I Some (we 



know not how many) years afterwards, it was again seized 
with a restless fit, and made its way to the foot of the stairs— 
when it now remains. 

JAMsa THB Sbcomd came to the throne in Februair, 1685 ; 
and in Maroh the commoB-conneil resolved thaf afignreof 
Bis Ifaiesty in a Roman habit [his habits wero decidedly 
Roman], on a capering horse, in copper, as big as the figuro 
of His Migesty King Charles J. at Charing Crosse, on a 
pedestal of bUek or white marble,'' should be <^ set up fon the 
Sandhill] for £800 sterling." Tbero is a traditton (which we 
are vary much inclined to believe) that it cost double the money. 
In August, 1688, Sir Christopher Wien certified that the 
founder ** had very sufficiently performed his work in casting 
the statoe." Bot by this time the fortunes of James had 
changed. In Newcastle he had arbitrarily displaced common 
councillors, and appointed others, at his sovereign will and 
pleasuro; and the town, sympathizing with the nation, 
dedared for William of Orange and a Free Parliament. The 
^'capering horse" and the statne *^in a Roman habit** were 
overthrown, and cast into the river; and, some time afterwards, 
thev wero cast into a set of bells I 

We now come to more dull and peaceful times. In the 
reign of Ambb, the town-clerk, more ligbty than his present 
snooessor, writes an address congratulating Her Majesty on 
her victories, in which, after an allusion to the machinations of 
her enemies, he breaks oot into the exclamation, *^ Then your 
Majesty arose like another Deborah !' Tn 1746, the Duke of 
Comberland and Earl ol Albermarle come to Durham in a 
coach and six. Tben^ the roads being so wretched, they 
betake themselves to horse— -Mr. George Bowes, the county 
member* making His Royal Highness a present of a nag. The 
Duke fights the battle of Cnlloden, April 16; and on the 21st 
(there being no <* deetrio telegraphs'' or railways then), the 
news reaches Newcastle '*by express!" The Marquis of 
Granby's regiment is drawn up on the Sandhill— cannons are 
fired—houses are illuminated— the people go mad with joy for 
the defeat of the Pretender, for whose great-grandfather their 
ancestors had stood a bloody siege a hundred years before. 

Bot in 1750, a little Jacobite feeling still lingering in the 
Scotch Mood of the kedmeo, they proclaimed Prince Charlie 
in a riot— the ringleaders makmg proclamation, and tiieir 
followers crying ''Amen." The comaon-cottDcil offiered a 
reward of £100 for the discovery of the oflenden, but were very 
glad that they were never canght,and the money claimed. 

The portrait of Obobob tbb Third, her Bnges^'s grand- 
sire, painted in his youth, may now be seen in the Guildhall 
of Newcastle, quietly hanging between the swarthy visages of 
the Secobd JAMBa and Sbcond CHaxLBa; and the old 
controversy having died out, the burgesses look vp«s the three 
witb6ut any division of sentiment. 



Having reached thus far, and before we chronicle the proceed- 
ings of the reception of our Queen in Newcastle and Gateshead, 
we will give the order of succession of the Sovereigns of 
England since the Conquest, with the dates of their aoeessioo. 
In those cases where it is not otlierwisc specified, it will be 
understood that the Sovereign is the son of his predecessor. 
1066. Willinm the Conqueror. 
1087. William the Second. 
1100. Henry the First, brother of WilUam II. 
1135. Stephen, grandson of William I. 
1154. Henry the Second, grandson of Henry I., and first of the 

Plantagenets. 
1189. Richard the First. 
1199. John, brother of Richard I. 
1316. Heniy the Third. 
1274. Edward the First. 
1307. Edward the Second. 
1337. Edward the Third. 
1377. Richard the Second, son of the <* Black Prince," and 

grandson of Edward III. 
1399. Henry the Fourth, son of John of Gaunt and grandson 

of Edward III. 
1413. Henry the Fifth. 
1433. Henry the Sixth, in whose reign began the War of the 



1461. Edward the Fourth, descended from Edward III. 

14B3. Edward the Fifth. 

1483. Richard the Third, brother of Edward IV. 

1485. Henry the Seventh, great-great-grandson of Edward III., 
and grandson of Queen Katharine, wife of Henry V. 
He married the eldest daughter of Edwsrd IV. 

1500. Henry the Eighth. 

1547. Edward the Sixth (son of Henry YIII. by Jane Sey- 
mour). 

1553. Mary (daughter of Henry YIII. by Katharine of Arra- 
gon). 

1556. Elizabeth (daughter of Henry VIII. by Anne Boleyn). 

1603. James the First, son of Mary Queen of Scots, and great- 
grandson of Hcniy VII. 

1625. Charles the First. 

1649. Charles the Second. 

1685. James the Second, brother of Charles II. 

16H8. William the Third, and Mary, daughter of James II. 

1703. Anne» sister of Mary. 

1714. George the First, great-grandson of James I. 

1727. George the Second. 

1760. George the Third, grandson of George II. 

1820. George the Fourth. 

1830. William the Fourth, son of George III. 

1837. Victoria, granddaughter of George III. 

Yim OF QUEEN VICTOBIA. 

The Nbwcastib Town Council held a special meeting 
in the Guildhall, on Tuesday, Sept. 35, to consider the pro- 
priety of piesenting an address to Her Majesty, and making 
arrangemenu for her reception. The members present were 
Capt. J. O. Weatherley, Mayor, (in the chair); Aldermen 
James Sillick, Thomas Emerson Hcadlam, William 
Brownsword Proctor, Sir John Fife, Addison Langfaorn Potter, 
James Hodgson, Joseph Lamb, Anthony Nicbol, James 
Losh,and William Armstrong; and Councillors John Micho), 
William Locfcey Harle, Robert Robinson, Samuel Slokoe, John 
Carr, John Hughes Preston, Samuel Parker, John Bomup, 
Isaac Bnrroll, William Brown, Anthony Parker, John Ormston, 
George Lambert, John Thomas Carr, John Ridley, R. Lidddl, 
Stephen Lowrey, Joseph Crawhall, David Bun, Marie Lambert 
Jobling. Francis Sanderson, Francis Taylor, Charies Rayne, 
Edward Hall, John Gibson, Thomas William Keenlyside, 
John Blaekwdl, Ralph Dodds , George Forster, Gcoige Bargate, 
T. Ridley, and Nathaniel Grace Lambert 

The Matoe stated, that on hearing of the Queen's intention 
to return from her Highland residence by the east coast lines 
of railway, he put himself in communication with Sir George 
Grey, one of Her Majesty's Secretariea of State, that benight 
have authentic information on the subieet, and Newcastle 
might not be nnprepared to give Her Majesty « receptten in 
accordance with the loyal feelings and wishes of thefaihabi- 
taats. Sir George wrote back from Falloden en Ifee 10th inst.. 
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•tatiof that be had do authority to make any official comma- 
nieatioDy but it was the inteptloD of the Qaeen to pats from 
Perth to Derby, by way of Newcastle, od the tHth of tbe 
month ; and although it would be imposiible for Her Majesty 
to make such a sUy as would enable her to reoeife an address 
in every town through which she must paas, probably her 
sUy might be long enough in Newcastle to enable her to acoept 
an address from the Oorporation. On Saturday last, availing 
himself of an opportunity of waiting upon Sir George Qrey at 
Fallodea with tne Mayor of Gateshead and the manager of 
the railway company, ne explained to the right honourable 
baronet that if time permitted, and it were agreeable 
to Her Mi^esty, an address would be presented in tbe 
old Castle, and luncheon provided. And where could 
the Queen have been more appropriately received than in 
the ancient fortress where Her Majesty's predecessors 
were wont to sojourn, when passing to and fro during the wars 
with Scotland, now happily united with England under the 
same Crown f He had, however, that day beard again from Sir 
George, who said that the Queen would lunch at Howick, and 
would only be able to pause at Newcastle on the High Level 
Bridie, to receive addresses from the Corporations of Newcastle 
and Gateshead. He (Sir George Grey) would accompany Her 
Majesty, and have the honour of presenting to her the Mayors 
of the two boroughs. He (the Mayor) had seen the railway 
and military autnoritiesy to facilitate the necessary arrange- 
ments. Mr. Hawks, the Mayor of Gateshead, had undertaken 
to erect a triumphal arch on the centre of the bridge; the 
railwajjT authorities would make a platform for the municipal 
authorities, their ladies, and others; and themiliury and Uie 

folioe would be sutioned here and there upon the bridge. 
t now remained for the Oouncil to say whether an addrois 
should be presented ; and if so, in what terms. 

The Town Clbrk said he had consulted the records of the 
Corporation for j^reoedents, and found that Charles the First 
was the last English monarch who had visited Newcastle. His 
Mi^es^ passed through od his way to Scotland in 1033, and 
dined with the Mayor, Mr. Balph Cole, whom he knighted :— 
a precedent which, no doubt, would be observed on the present 
occasion. (Laughter.) 
The BiaToa; No, no! not likely. Too unimportant an 



The TowM Czxml: In 1639, the King was again in New. 
castle, and an order was made which the Council might like 
him to read, that they might determine whether it should be 
repeated :■* 

Araii.8S,1839.— WberaMBislfiJattf iolnidt shoray.Ood wlIllDg, 
to be at this towoe, and It It nrj fltdng end iMeettary that the atrMU 
•taonld ht dmn sod twtH*. (Lengfatar.) It Is tharefera o»d«nd hj 
iha U%ytT, Aldaraen. Mr. SlierUi, tad the iMloftba Ooommo Oraadl, 
ChatavarjiBhabituitabaUiiiafcalhefraslorUthMiNMid ' 



mat avarj wnaMtani aaau maaa ne irani or ait aeaie ana loop Meaae 
preeeatty, tad eo tnm time to tima keep theiame; and if any shall be 
BegUftnt herein, be or the forfeit for everv enob default tis ebilUogs 
and elghtpenee, to be levied by distrees of tne offender's goods, render- 
ing to the partiee the ove rpini. If any be. 

Sir Aua&iroaa DaTmoir, Knight, Mayor. 
Mabx Millbavk, Esq., Sheriff. 
King Charies's next visit to Newcastle was in 1646, when His 
Majesty was brought to the tewn a prisoner; and since that 
tiase no visit had ever been paid to Newcastle by the Sovereign. 
Dr. HiADULM, as the Senior Aldennan, roaeto move that 
an addrebs be presented to the Queen on the oecasiou of her 
visit. Having first obierved that the order of 1689 was one 
which the inhabitants would do well to follow at all times, 
without raferenoe to royal visits, the worthy Aldennan felici- 
tously contrasted the euenmatances of King Charles's arrival 
with those nsder wbieb Her Majesty was passing through her 
dooBinions, and moved the piesestation of an address. 

Mr. Aid. POTTBE seconded the motion, which was unaai- 
moQsly adopted ; and it was then resolved that the loUowiag 
be tha addrelM >- 

To th€ Qfteen*» Mout SxeOleni Majett^, 

The Bnable Addraie of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Boigesses of the 
Boreogh of Neweastlenpon-Tyne. 

Vat it pliasb Toua Maibstt,— We, yoar Mijesty'e datlfol and 
loyal ralijeets, the Mayor, AlderaMn, and Bngeeeee of Neweaetl*«pon- 
Tyae, veepeetfUlly leader to year Mijeety , on the oeeasion of thie yonr 
llres vUft to the aorieni town of Weweaerlw npoa-Tyne, the eoidial and 
ainesre atpreeeion of oar loyalty and attaehoant to yoor Mijeety'e 
Grown and Pereon. 

In paetiimes the visits of the Sovereign to thie town have been fvt the 
porpoeee of wtr. We eongratnlata yonr Mafeety that yonr visit ie made 
in hsppler Hmea and ander more swepis i oas ctrntimsfinflss. Wa are 



fally sensible of the valne of tbe bleesinfts we enjoy, and are finnly per 
saaded that to the virtnee of the Sovereign, as well ee to the Oonetitn- 




and anited people. 

eiveo under tbe eonmon leal of the boroogh of Newoastle-apon-Tyne. 
this 9&th day of September, 1640. -w-^iPwi-Ayne, 

^^ ^, . JAMisPsHTWBATHaBLaT, Mayor. 

The address was received with loud and general applause. 

The question was raised whether an address sboold be pre- 
seated to Prince Albert also; but it was considered that Her 
Majesty's time must necessarily be short, and it would be 
better, therefore, not to address His Hoyal Highness. 

Mr. Blackwbll eipressed bis regret, in ooaneetion with 
the present occasion, that tbe ancient dvio costume should have 
been laid aside. (<* Hear, bear," << Oh, ob," and laughter.) If 
he thought the Council would now agree, without notice of 
motion, to resume the old costume, he would move that it be 
done. CNo,aa) He did hope that the ooatume would be leatored. 

Mr. LowKBT : Better as we are. (Lan^ter.) 

A conversation followed as to tbe number of tickets of 
admission to the bridge which eaeh member should have. 
Some of the worthy Councillors, if wc may judge by .tbe 
animation which they displayed on this point, must have 
derived tbdr inspiration from the more eloquent sex. Ulti- 
mately, it was left to the Mayor to make the best arrangement 
he could with tbe railway autborkies^who, His Worship said, 
had manifested a disposition to show every courtesy and 
attention to the Council. 

Tbe Matoe said, the Queen would arrive, it was expected, 
about half-past one o'dook. A royal salute would be find 
from the Castle when Her Majesty reached tbe verge of the 
borough : and the Royal Artillery would fin on the Gateshead 
side, on her departure from the bridfe. 

Alter some necessary arrangements had been made, the 
meeting broke up. ■■ 

The Gatssbiad Town Council met on Wednesday, Sept: 
26. There were present— Geoifc Hawks Esq., Mayor, (in 
the chair,) Aldermen Brocfcett, Smith, and Cummins, and 
Councillors Pearson, Conlthard, Wilson, lonn, Walker, Oook, 
Douglas, Young, RusseU, Proekter, lister, Angus, Haggie, 
and Kobson (Joseph). 

The Matoe said he supposed they were all aware of the 
object of the meeting. Her Majesty the Queen was to visit the 
town on Friday (not Thursday, as previowsly announced); and, 
assuming that the Council would be prepared to present an 
address on the happy occasion, be had eomnranicated with Sir 
George Grey, to ascertain if such an address would be acoepta- 
ble, assuring the right honourable baronet that in that ease he 
was eonfldent an address would be uoanimeasly voted— either 
to be received br Her Majesty in person, or tranamitted through 
Sir George. The result of his communication with the Home 
Secretary had been gratifying. The Queen was to receive the 
address en the High Lerel Bridge, when Sir George would, pre- 
sent the Mayors of Newcastle and Gateshead to Her Blaiesty. 
(Applause.) He trusted— indeed^ he felt quite coolldait— that 
he had not presumed too far when he pledged himself that the 
Gateshead Council would unanimously vote the address. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Ald.'BBocKBTT said he was sure it wms-thesafest calcu- 
lation that his Worships had ever made, when he assumed the 
perfect readiness of tbe Couneiiof this aoeieatboiDUf h toeote, 
and TOte vwaaimooaly, a loyal address to Her M^esty the 
(teeen. (Applause.) And, to pot the Mayor's assumption to 
the lest, he would move without preface that the ioUowiBg 
address be adopted :— 

To ike QmoCo Moot SisedkiU Mt^mt^. 

MAT IT PLBASS TOUB Ma«bstt, — We, yonr <Mi^eety'e dattfUl sod 
l^al aat^eeu. the Mayor, Aldesmeo, and Bnrgeeees of yoor Mi^esty'e 
anotentboroagh of ChOashwad. aTail oortehee, with pride and pleasore, 
of the opportaoMy affsrded by thie yonr M^esty's Bret riilt to theee 
parte, to tetider toyoar'Mi||eety tbe sineenet homafe of oar fidelity, 
and lo yonr M igeety and yoor Boyal GonsortaiMl Qkildiea, oar waimest 
veloema and.moet esedisl eangrala l a l i o ae. 

Wo'oalasatyoar Msiesty to be pstmUted t».expt«es the plewwre we 
SKperienea in witnessing an InstaaosioltbatMgb.and traly-ioyal deterw 
.mlnatlon. of joor Miuesty to. make yoorself aoqnainted, by aetnal 
obiervation and ioterooarse, with the nirioas portioneof yoor Majesty's 
dominions^ thereby etrenglbenin* more aadasore the hood of onion eo 
happily sabeieting b«t»«» the.Briliab peepla.i - - - 
eaoifmlag itiftfeMOftand asalfaig U with aemi 
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And we ferrmUj pray that yoar lff^)Mty, and your Mtjetlj'a Royal 
Coniort aod flmiily, may long eiyoy the blettioRs of health, and the 
proad satiafaetion of beholding, on erery aide, the grandeur of yoar 
empire and the happineoe of yoar people. 

Given acder the oommon teal of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bnrgeesee 
of the boroaith of eateahoad, thU 85th day of September, 1849. 

OsouoB Hawks, Mayor. 

Mr. Aid. CuHMiifS having seconded the motion for the 
adoption of the address, it was carried nnanimoasly and by 
acelamation. 

The Matoe said he had no donbt they all distinctly under- 
stood that Friday, and not Thnrsday, was to be the day on 
which Her Majesty would arrive. It was expected that the 
royal train would arrive from Howick at noon; and the Council 
must, of course, be attendance in time. 

Mr. Joseph Robson : Yes ! we mustn't be like the Provost 
of Edinburgh, and He too long in the morninr. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Cook inquired if the costume of the Council should be 
uniform? 

This question led to a short conversation, ending in this 
arrangement :— That the members should wear black, with 
black neckerchiefs ; and that they should each carry a white 
wand and wear a white rosette, by way of distinction in the 
crowd. 

Mr. Aid. CuMMiNB said it would be gratifying to the Council 
to be informed that the Mayor had provided himself for the 
occasion with a handsome red gown, similar to that of the 
Mayor of Newcastle, and with suitable appendages. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The Matoe suggested that the inhabitants should be 
requested to observe the day as a holiday. Apprentices, shop- 
men, and workpeople would thus be set at liberty, and the 
atmosphere, during the royal presence, be free from the 
the smoke of the manufacturers' chimneys. 

A resolution, founded on this suggestion, was proposed and 
passed. 

The Matoe stated that be had received, through the courtesy 
of the railway authorities, two tickets of admission to the plat- 
form for every member of the Council; and it might be con- 
venient for tne ladies to assemble in the townhall with the 
members on Friday morning, and accompany them to the 
bridge. The Mayor of Newcastle was taking a deal of pains to 
make effective arrangements. A handsome arch was bein? 
erected on the centre of the bridge, near which (on a raised 
platform) the addresses would be presented. The Royal 
Artillery would be placed in front of the Gateshead railway- 
station, and the Dragoons at one end :^not for the preserva- 
tion of order (for that was in no danger of being disturbed), but 
to produce a picturesque effeet. 

Ten o'clock was fixed upon as the hour at which the Council 
would assemble on Friday morning, if no contrary intimation 
should be reoeived in the interval. 

Mr. Cook said he had now to make a proposal about which 
there could not be two opinions — namely, that a vote of thanks 
should be given to the Mayor. (Applause.) They must all 
feel grateful to his Worship for the activity and discretion 
which he had displayed in this matter. 

Mr. John Angus seconded the motion, and it was carried 
by aeclammation. The meeting then broke up. 

It will have been gathered from the report of the (Htea- 
head meeting, that the Queen's tisit to the Tyne, originally 
fixed for Thursday, was postponed to Friday, Sept 28. 
This change in the royal arrangements has been ascribed 
(and we believe truly) to the appearance of the cholera in 
the neighbourhood of the Qeorge Hotel at Perth, where her 
Majesty was to have passed the night of Wednesday. The 
altered arrangement was to post to Cupar Angus on Thurs- 
day, and there take the railway for Edinburgh, Berwick, and 
Little Mill, alighting at the last-named station for Howiek 
Hall, the seat of Karl Grey, where Her Majesty wouldpass 
the night. Aecordingljr, on Monday, the Countess GRrey, 
accompanied bv Lady Duncan, left Balmoral Castle for 
HowicK, to make preparation for the reception of her royal 

Sest. Thither, too, on Thursday, the loyal directors of 
9 York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, dispatched from 
Gateshead maps of the line for the Queen and Prince Albert, 
gorgeously lithographed in gold bv Mr. Reid, of Pilgrim- 
street; mounted upon watered silk or satin (we are not 
learned enough to say which) ; and elegantly bound by Mr. Lee 



in purple morocco. These, through the courtesy of Mr. Reid, 
we had the pleasure of inspecting before their transmission; 
and, beyond a doubt, the views of the principal objects upon 
the line (Dunstanborough Castle, Howick Hall, the Churcn of 
St. Nicholas, the Arch over Dean-street, Durham Cathedral, 
York Minster, &c., &o., &c.) would be eagerly scanned by the 
royal children. 

Tickets of admission to the platform (red) and to the bridge 
(white) were issued at the Ghiteshead railway station on and 
after Tuesday, and were eagerly sought after. The doors 
were besieged by a " mob" in silk and broad cloth. The dis- 
pensers of tickets were almost worshipped (especially by the 
ladies), if only it was thought possible to extract from them 
these magic passports. Red pasteboard, bearing the talis- 
manio signature of " James AUport," ran up to a premium to 
which railway shares have lately been a stranger; and even 
white scrip was in anxious demand. Envious burgesses, who 
had scoffed at municipal honours, mourned over their folly 
in not aspiring to be town-councillors; and councillors' ladies 
held their heads an inch higher at the prospect of an intro- 
duction to the Queen! "Goodness gracious!" exclaimed 
Mrs. Augustus Montague: ^'only to think that that Mrs. 
, the butcher's wife, should be allowed to stick her- 
self upon the platform before Her Majesty, and that I cannot 
even get upon the bridge!" 

This platform, an Elysium for the time, was fixed upon the 
centre of the bridge, occupying about two-thirds of the width, 
on the west side, the line of railway now in use running on 
the east. It was constructed for 500 spectators. At the south or 
Gateshead end of the platform a light and elegant iron arch 
spanned the bridge, rising high above the roadway. This 
archway, erected by Messrs. Hawks & Crawshav, the bridge- 
contractors, was decorated with evergreens ana flowers, and 
surmounted with a crown constructed of dahlias. On the 
side next to Newcastle were the letters <^ V.R.," and the 
motto, ** Welcoub on Both Sides of thb Ttne." 

The '' royal saloon carriage," built some time ago for the 
Queen's accommodation, reached Gateshead on Tue^ay night 
from the south, on its way to Scotland, and was an object of 
curious observation. Beautifully lined with satin, and com- 
prising eyerj facility for being ** at home" during travel, it 
18 a type or the age in which we live; and having ample 
window-accommodation for its inmates, it is well a(Upted to 
gratify the curiosity of Her Majesty's subjects when it is her 
pleasure to be seen. The engineman who had the honour of 
being selected to *< drive" his Sovereign from Newcastle was 
much gratified when he saw the carriage windows. Her 
Majesty, he said, had the upper hand of him on her throne, 
but he was master on the engine; and he was determined he 
would drive *<Blawly and cannily" out of Grateshead, that 
^* the chops in the shop" (his conirades in the engine- works) 
shotdd have a good new of the Queen! Her Majesty, we 
have no doubt, will appreciate his good-nature, and take a 
pleasure in the fact that the loyal curiosity of the " cheps" 
was satisfied. 

The royal carriage, after Her Majesty had alighted at Little 
Mill on Thursday, was brought on to Gateshead for the night, 
arriving in the station at 11 o'clock; and even at that late 
hour, there was a muster of curious Gatesiders,all anxious for 
a peep at the travelling mansion in which their Queen had so 
recently sat. It was in charge of Mr. Wright, of the firm of 
Wright & Sons, eminent builders of railway-carriages at 
London and Birmingham, by whom it was boilt for the 
London and Northwestern Railway Company, and fitted up at 
an expense of £1,200. Its use is confined to the royal family. 
Mr. Wright accompanied it to Cupar Angus, and returns 
with it to its destination. Externally it is decorated with a 
crown, open at the top, which serves at the same time as the 
badge of royalty and also as a ventilator (when one is required). 
Then, besides the entrance doors, which are glazed at the 
upper portion, there are four large oblong squares of glass, 
one on each side of the doorways, which allows the royal tra- 
vellers every facility for seeing the country as they pass along. 
The interior is fitted up with a sofa and easy chairs suitable to 
the necessarily limited space, (which is certainly turned to the 
greatest possible advantage). The drapeiy is of richly-figured 
light lavender -coloured silk, and the sofas and seats are 
eovered with the same beautiful material, while the fioor is 
softly carpeted. There is a small compartment communicating 
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with the salooo, which it fitted up io the Mme gorgeoas style; 
mud there is another compartoneotbehiDd, entered froa without, 
in whiob Mr. Wright and his sod travel when Her Majesty is 
in the carriase. This compartment contains a bell, a speaking- 
trumpet, and a revolving light, which is turned into the saloon 
when passing through a tunnel. A strong light, though mid- 
gated by the medium through which it passes (a convex ground 
glass lens of nine inches diameter), is thus thrown into the 
saloon during moments which would otherwise be passed in 
darkness. The exterior of the carriage is dark brown or 
chocolate, with yellowi»b white paneU and gilded decorations. 
It is not so showy an affair, outside, as the " Lord Mayor's 
Coach," but more eleganL 

From one of the party who returned from Little Mill with 
the carriaite, on Thursday night, we learnt that our celebrated 
neighbour, Mr. William Martin, had gone down to Howick by 
an early train, that he might have an audience of bis Sovereign, 
and procure at last that redress of bis manifold wrongs which 
he has so long and so loudly demanded. Presenting himself 
before Esrl Grey, wearing bis torioiicsbell cap and glittering 
'< orders," the *< Christian Philosopher" proclaimed in his lord- 
ship's esr the piracy of bis design of the High Level Bridge, 
and the many similar thefts which bad been committed upon 
bis remarkably inventive genius. The noble eari, who knew 
not what to make of the eloquent stranger, gladly appealed to 
Superintendent Scborey and Inspector Little on their arrival, 
that he might know what manner of man he bad to do with, 
Mr. Martin having expressed a stout determination to see and 
address the Queen. The oflBcers, of course, vouched for the 
philosopher's loyal and pacific disposition; and we need not 
aay that bis after conduct fully justified their encomiums. 

Yesterday morning, when the royal carriage was brought 
from under lock and key, and again exposed to sight in the 
open shed, the people flocked in upon it from every side; and 
Mr. Wright having obligingly opened the door, that Mr. T. E. 
Harrison might gratify two of the directors with a view of the 
interior, a hundred beads converged towards the opening, the 
women being the most resolute of the curious crowd. Happy 
were the eyes that succeeded in gaining an entrance into the 
sacred enclosure, and gloating upon the luxurious easy chairs 
at one end, and the sofa at the other, and the vases filled with 
flowers, and the frait-basket stored with strawberries, and the 
elegant little sunds, and the rich curtains of the doors and 
windows. Bat in a few moments, ere one-tithe of the anxious 
heads could thrust themselves sufficiently near to survey the 
ioeae, the door was closed, and preparations were made for the 
ntwm-trip to Bad Grey's private station at Little Mil). 

Placards were frequently appearing on the walls up to the 
time of the Queen's arnyal. The Mayor of Newcastle 
announced that the speed of the royal train would slacken 
ai Heaton, and Her Majesty would paaa slowly into and 
through the town; that the railway company would give 
fiusUiues for the public to view the train ^ and that the 
manufacturers would oblige him by <* ceasing to produce 
amoke" from 11 to 1 o'clock. The Mayors of the two towns 
requested (and everybody gladly consented) that the day 
should be observed as a hoUday. The railway company 
intimated that strangers at a distance, travelling first class, 
would receive tickets of admission to the bridge; and they 
also dispensed hundreds upon hundreds of tickets to tha 
resident townspeople gratuitously. . , ,., 

South Shields, long known as a lover of a holidav, took 
prompt measures to gratify its prescriptive passion; and North 
Shields, although aceastomed to laugb. occasionally, at iU 
neighbour's penchant for *< shutting up,'^ was too loyal not to 
adopt a similar ** requisition," and procure the sanction of the 
authorities to a general cessation of business. Other towns in 
the di«tri«t resorting to the same step, the population aU 
around about was let loose, and rushed into Newcastle from 
every side, assisting to repay the railway oompany ibr their 
loval expenditure in the cause of Royalty. 

Until yesterday, as we have alreadv shown, no Queen of 
England had ever visited the Tyne in the memory of the 
'*ouiest inhabitant;" nor had any Queen Regnant whatever 
been a visitor to these parts. The occurrence, therefore, was 
one (as the manager of a theatre would say) of ** unprece- 
dented novelty." 

Her Msjesty having so few minutes to spare for Newcastle 
and Qa(esiiead> a better site for her stay could not have been 



selected than the High Level Bridge—* etmeture as efaatme- 
teristic of the times of Queen Victoria, as was the '< New 
Gastle" of the times of her great ancestor, William the 
Norman. The simple Yorkshireman, who made a <* cheap 
trip* to Newcastle, asked the first policeman he met to <* show 
him the town ;*' and the officer happening to be a wag, be 
took honest (}iles to the top of tne castle, and, adopting 
the epitaph of Sir Christopher Wren, bade him '* look round." 
This precedent must have been in the minds of our two 
chief-magistrates and the railway authorities, when they 
pitched upon the bridge for the royal reception, and therel^ 
gave the Queen a commanding view of Newcastle and Ghitee- 
nead, and of the river (the sovrce of their existence and 
welfare) which rolls between. There, also, the royal eye 
could look upon that lovely western scene, where the vales 
of the Team, the Tyne, and the Derwent unite— a scene 
which has lost the charm of novelty to us who dwell so near 
it, but which, were it to break upon our si§^t in a strange 
land, we could never sufficiently admire. Her Majesty, 
however, saw the Tvneto unnsnal disadvantage; for although 
there was " no smoking allowed" at the manufactories during 
her stay, (and the resident sanitarians, as thev looked through 
the untainted atmosphere, wished more pluck and better luck 
to Mr. Mackinnon,) the sun was shrouded by the envioos 
clouds, and town and country rendered dismal by weather 
which was neither a Scotch drizzle nor an honest English 
rain, but a miserable mixture of the two. 

Earl^ on Friday (yesterday) morning, all was life and 
animation on '<both sides of the Tyne." The streets were 
filled with the lieges-»every one, seemingly, unsettled and 
unhinged, and unfit for the meaner cares of business, while 
the great ioy was in prospect of being in the immediate pre- 
sence of the Queen. 

From the entrance to Newcastle to the door of exit from 
Gateshead, Amis and flowers, mottoes and evergreens, adorned 
and bestrewed the royal course^ The union jack was every. 
where visible— from the keep of the Omqueror's castle to 
the roof of the Observer office t The High Level Bridge was 
" fia^ed" from one end to the other— our national flag pre. 
dominating; but Brother Jonathan may be gratified to learn 
that ** the star-spangled banner" flapped and fluttered side 
by side with the beloved emblem of John Bnll. The bells of 
the churches rune throughout the day. 

The Mayor and Gonncil of Newcastle, the Recorder and 
Magistrates, assembled at the Guildhall. The Gateshead 
authorities (to whom, as in duty bovnd, we attached our. 
selves,) gathered together in the Townhall, shortly after ten 
o'clock. The (^uncil- Chamber was crowded. Not only the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors were there, but the 
Magistrates of the borough and county benches, Mr. Hutt^ 
M.P., Dr. Davies, Rector of Gateshead, the Mayor (Mr. Wfl- 
liam Henderson) and Aldermen of Dnriiam (introduced by 
the Mayor of Newcastle), Msjor White, Chief Constable of 
tbe County, with Mrs. Blayoress and other ladies, and many 
of the most influential gentlemen of the district. 

Mr. Allport, whose attention to the local anthorities, and 
whose arrangements throughout, demand an expreasioii of 
our warm approval, came over to the townhall before 11 
o'clock, and informed Mr. Mayor that a telegraphic mesaage 
would be received the moment the royal train reached ue 
Lesbnry (Alnwick) station, about 82 miles from Newcastle, 
and he would send his Worship word as soon as it arrived, 
that the jMrocession might know when to start for the bridge. 
Accordingly, at SO minutes past 11 o'clock, it was intimated 
io Mr. Hawks that the train was at Lesbnry, and would 
reach Newcastle in less than an hour. 

At this timcy most inauspiciously, the rain, which had 
held off all the week, was now flailing, and overcoats and 
umbrellas were in requisition for the coming march. 

Loud cheers were raised as the Dragoons and Artillery 
came upon the STound in front of the rauway-station, where 
the lof^ flagstsdr and rigging of the BoUnioal and Horticul- 
tural Society was ereetM, and dispUyed a countless assem- 
blage of flags of all nations. Here, too, vrere stationed the 
guns that were to give the royal travellers a parting salute. 

A loud hurrah, outside^ drew the company in the Council 
Chamber to the windows. The men of the Chiteshead Iron, 
worka were passing in procession to the bridge, bearing two 
magnificent flags— one We, the other green— on which were 
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embUxoned the arms of Hawks and of Crawahaj. A third 
flag — white — was in<cribed«** Hawks, Crawsbaj, & Sons, 
the Baildera of the High Level Bridge." This interesting 
procession of the *' sons of indastrj" marched to the bridge 
which they had built to the mnsic of ** Hawks's Band." 

Shortly thereafter, the maoicipal processioo was formed. 
They ** stood upon the order of their goiofr," and it was near 
about ai follows :— Major White and Superintendent Schorey; 
Mr. Hutt and Mrs. Mayoress, and the Mayor of Durham ; the 
Mayor of Gateshead and the Town Clerk, the former weaiing 
a red cloak and cocked bat, and the latter a black gown ; the 
Rector in his gown and cap, and Mrs. Davies; Mr. and Mrs. 
Allport and other ladies ; the Aldermen and Borough and County 
Magistrates; the Councillors, &c., &c, &c The Mayor, 
Magistrates, and Council, were each distinguished by a white 
wand and white rosette. Superintendent Schorey's wand, as 
became his offloet was ^< double stout," and would serve (if 
occasion needed) for a staff. Entering the approaches to the 
bridge by the steps of the new station in Half-Moonlane, they 
inarched along in the direction of the platform. Soldiers of the 
63d Regiment, stationed at intervals, kept the crowd upon the 
bridge to the west side, that the line of railway on the east 
might remain perfectly free. But, indeed, there seemed no 
disposition in the vast assemblage (and there must have been 
sis thousand persons upon the bridge) to break through the 
very proper regulations of the railway- directors. When the 
Gateshead procession came abreast of Hawks & Crawshay's 
workmen, a tremendous cheer burst forth, to bail the worthy 
Mayor and his colleagues — the men appearing to be amused 
and gratified at the sight of their employer in his robes and 
hat. 

On the platform there was a conlnence of the authorities 
of** both sides of the Tyne." The two Mayors congratulated 
each other upon the novel and happy meeting. The Mayor of 
Newcastle was aecompanied by Mrs. Mayoress, by the Alder- 
men, Magistrates, and Councillors, by the Sheriff, Under 
Sheriff,and Coroner, by the Recorder (Mr. Wilkinson) and Town 
Clerk. The Newcastle authorities, when they saw the Gates- 
head wands and rosettes (which materially aided our municipal 
rulers in making their way through the crowd), jocosely 
accused the Gatesiders of '* stealing a march" upon them. 
In two things, only, had Newcastle the advantage over us. We 
had none of the <* wisdom of the wig ;** and the Gateshead 
Sheriff had not, like Mr. Lambert, a cocked bat and red 
gown. 

The Grenadier Company of the 63d Regt., under the com- 
mand of Colonel Pole, formed a guard of honour upon the 
platform ; and in the centre, exastly opposite the point at 
which the royal carriage would stop, the national standard was 
raised. We may here, also, state, that the line ot railway from 
Stepney to the Manors, on the Newcastle side, was kept by the 
▼eteran Out Pensioners (under the command of Captain 
Powell); and thence to the Bridge by the 63d Regiment, 
and the dismounted corps of the Northumberland and New- 
castle Volunteers. Mr. Stephens, Superintendent of the New. 
castle Police, was on the bridge with his men, to keep order. 

Oo the platform there was the usual amount of crushing and 
struggling, Rob Roy's rule being observed as to the best 
places :— 

That they shoald take who had the power. 
And they ahoold keep who oonld. 

At five minutes past 12, the first gun was fired from the 
castle, intimating the arrival of the royal train in the 
suburbs of Newcastle— where, on both sides of the railway, (as 
Indeed, everywhere else,) vast crowds were assembled to bee the 
Queen. The guns kept firing, and the excitement on the 
platform kept increasing. Everybody was terrified at the 
thought of missing a sight of Her Majesty. Umbrellas were 
▼oeilerously ordered to ** keep down." One, only, was reluctant 
to ** strike.'' It was the learned Recorder's— whose powdered 
wig shrunk instinctively from contact with the rain. But 
Mr. Wilkinson^ when he found that his shelter was obstrueting 
the view of those who were behind him, instantly lowered it 
down and left his wig to its fate. 

Now came the ** pilot engine" shooting along the bridge, 
with the union jack, loyally sloped, floating by the side ot the 
land-navigator. Cries of ^ The Queen ! tbe Queen !" burst 
from a thousand throats. The guard of honour saluted— tbe 
flag on the platform was lowered — the Chief Magistrate of 



Britain was before the Chief Magistrates of Newcastle and 
Gateshead ! Loud and long were tbe cheers of her loyal 
subjects. We thought they would never have tired of cheering. 
But everything in this world has an end, and so had the 
cheers of Newcastle and Gateshead. 

Her Majesty and Prince Albert siood up, and bowed in 
acknowledgment of the compliment paid to them. Her 
Majesty is a pleasant, regular-featured, good-looking lady, 
to whom justice has not been done by her limners. She was 
wrapped in a shawl of the Stuart tartan, and wore a light bonnet 
with flowers. ''What a canny-looking woman she ill"— 
'* Isn't she a plain, simple, pleasant-looking body f "— Such 
were the remarks that were made in the crowd concerning Her 
Majesty ; while, as to Prince Albert, he was pronounced by the 
ladies to be a fine, charming fellow; and if the coreting of 
husbands, as well as ot wives, had been prohibited in the com- 
mandments, the commandments, we fear, would have been 
broken. Then the royal children— the Prinoess Royal, tbe 
Prince of Wales, and Prince Alfred — these were objects of 
general remark and observation ; and nothing, we think, gave 
the people more pleasure than to see what a quiet, uopretendiug 
family group, the royal household formed. 

The Mayor of Newcastle and the Mayor of Gateshead each 
presented the address entrusted to him, through Sir George 
Grey, with a few explanatory words; and Her Mi^esty bowed 
her acknowledgments.- The answers will be returned through 
tbe post. 

The Mayor of Gateshead presented plans and views of the 
High Level Bridge; and Sir John Fife, a most beautiful ivory 
paper-knife, ornamented with a jewelled crown, and with views 
of Windsor Castle, flee., tbe offering of <* Her Majesty's Cutler," 
Mr. Brown, of Grey- street, Newcastle. The Queen, on 
receiving the case into her hand, opened it, and regarded the 
gift with admiration. 

Tbe Mayor of Newcastle said that a lace veil, worked by the 
inmates of the Royal Victona Asylnm for tbe Blind, bad been 
placed in his hands for presentation to Her Migesty ; but tbe 
wrapper bad become so wet with the rain that he would reserve 
the packet for transmission by the mail. Her Majesty gra- 
ciously intimated her acceptance of the interesting tribute. 

Casting her eyes westward, the Queen observed that the view 
from this beautiful bridge must be very fine in favourable wea- 
ther. His Worship replied that it was, indeed, and be was sorry 
that the day was so wet and gloomy ; adding, " I trust that 
your Majesty will feel it convenient and agreeable, on some 
future occasion, to renew your visit, when tbe day ma ybe 
brighter and more propitious." Tbe Queen smiled, and bowed 
so graciously to tbe Mayor, that tbe bystanders were encouraged 
to hope that Her Majesty was not disinclined to accept tbe 
invitation. 

The Mayor of Newcastle requested permission to shake 
bands with tbe heir-apparent ; and tbe Prince of Wales cor- 
dially and gracefully held out bis hand, and grasped that of tbe 
worthy Captain. 

Prince Albert, while admiring the High Level Bridge, was 
not unmindful of the ancient roadway below, but looked curi- 
ously down upon Tyne Bridge, and the dense crowd by which 
it was thronged from end to end. His Royal Highness called 
the attention ot Her Majesty to tbe singular scene; and tbe 
Queen, crossing to that side of the carriage, gazed witb interest 
upon the old bridge and the shipping. 

The royal train stood some five minutes or more before tbe 

Slatform. Earl Grey, who had come from Howick witb Her 
lajesty, then took leave of his royal mistress. Sir George Grey 
still remaining in attendanoe. Tbe signal was given for start- 
ing; and amidst deafening plaudits, and the roar of cannon, 
and the music of all tbe bands upon the bridge, playlog '* God 
save tbe Queen," the train resumed iu course, and took its 
departure from the Tyne. 

Mr. Harrison, the resident engineer, Mr. Fletcher, the super- 
intendent of tbe locomotives, and Mr. Maekie, superintendent 
of the permanent way, were upon tbe engine when it drew up 
on tbe bridge; but Mr. Maekie did not go southward witb the 
train. The names of the engine-drivers, &e., are given else- 
where. 

Tbe latest London and local papers, and tbe everywhere 
popular Ptmeh, were handed in to tbe royal saloon before tbe 
train left Gateshead. ' 

Platforms, we shoald state, were obligingly erected by the 
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directors, af conveoieDt places on the lioe, for the accommoda- 
tion of the public. Mr. Ralph Coulthard, also, of the Quarrr- 
fleld Ironworks^ Gateshead, put up an erection for his work, 
men, their wives, and friends, which commaoded an excellent 
view of the roval train. Wherever a sight of the Queen was 
likely to he obuined, some of her subjects were sure to be pre- 
sent ; and great wa& the disappointment of thokc who failed to 
catch a glimpse of the royal countenance. 

The Gateshead authorities retired in procession to the 
townhall, where Dr. Davis moved a vote of thanks to the 
Mayor, whose arrangements had been afc successful as they 
were iodieious. The Rector remarked upon the animation and 
delight evinced by the Queen upon the bridge, and said that 
those who knew her well had observed that they had seldom 
■een her to look more gratified than on this occasion. 
(Applaukc.) 

Thanks were a^so voted to Mr. Hutt and the Mayor of Dur- 
ham, and suitably acknowledged. The honourable member 
was loudly cheered when he expressed a hope that the Queen 
would revisit the Tyne under more favourable circumstances 
as to weather. 

In the evening, there was a dinner-party at the Half Moon 
inn, Gateshead; when Mi&s Murray, although she had almost 
to extemporize the feant, set her company down to table with 
a well-spread board. The chair was taken by the Mayor; and 
there were prcicnt G. H. Ramsay, W. H. firockett, John 
fiarras, Charles Bertram, and R. H. Bell, E^^qr*., Magistrates; 
Aldermen Cummins, Smith, and Potts; Councillors Russell, 
Lister, Coulthard, Cook, Vonng, Dou^as, Robson (John), 
lonn, Walker, Wilson, Angus, Pearson, Haggie,an<l Prockter; 
Dr. Donkin; and Messrs. Joseph Price, Joshua Buckton, C. 
Dixon, J. Barkus, J. Firbank, T. Ferguson, John Revell (Scar, 
borouch), W. Marshall (Westoe), Robert Dawson (Westoe), 
T. Wight (Sunderland), John Robinson (South Shields), 
Thomas Forsyth (South Shields), E. Crawshay, George Hawks, 
jun., S. E. Pearse, B. Miller, B. Matchitt, James Hewitt, F. 
freeman, M. Pringle, T. Charlton, R. Foreman, dec, &c., &o. 
The usual loyal toasts, we need hardly say, were drunk with 
more than the usual fervour. The Mayor became eloquent in 
praise of the courtesy and urbanity, and cheerful good-will, 
with which the Queen had received the address of the Corpo- 
ration and entered into the spirit of the proceedings, (pro- 
ceedings to which, a little bird nas whispered to us, our rojal 
▼isitors looked forward from Howick with lively interest and 
curiosity, so singular an occurrence having never previously 
varied Her Majesty's reign). — Next came ** Her Mijcsty's 
Ministers.**— In giving the toast of <*Tbe Army and Navy," 
the Mayor spoke warmly in praise of Colonel Pole's arrange, 
ments. (Mr. Pearse retarned thanks.)— '* The Bishop and 
Clergy" came next, and was followed by **The Mayor and 
Corporation of Gateshead," proposed by Mr. Ramsay, (who 
complimented the municipal body on the honourable manner 
in which they had acquitted themselves daring the day). The 
Mayor, in responding to the toast, remarked that the occurrences 
of the day would no doubc be lastingly impressed upon the 
Memory of the Prince of Wales.— The health of *< Mr. Hutt" 
was proposed by Alderman Cummins, (who filled the vice, 
chair). The Mayor gave " The Mover and Seconder of the 
Address;" and Mr. Broekett, in acknowledging the honour, 
alluded to the importance of a more intimate intercourse than 
commonly subsisted between sovereign and subject- The fol- 
lowing toasts were given in succession daring the night:— <' The 
liord of the Manor." ** The County Magistrates" (responded to 
by Mr. Ramsay and Mr. Bell), *'The Borougholders and 
Freemen of Gateshead" (proposed by Mr. Douglas), ** The 
Committee of the Gateshead Gnardians" (by Alderman Potts), 
•«The Earl of Duiham/ "Lord Ravensworth;" «Mrs. 
Mayoress and the Ladies f ** The Mayor and Corporation of 
NewcasUes" " Mr. Allport and the Railway Company;" <• The I 
Borough Magistrates** (by Mr. Bell); <*The Strangers" 
(responded to by Mr. Forsyth}; ** The Workmen of the High 
Level Bridge" (acknowledged by Mr. Charlton); with other 
toasts, (all of which were suitably responded to, and every 
speaker had a word to say aboat the Queen). Next morning, 
" Hawks's Band," who had reereated the company all night 
withindoors, played ** Rule, Britannia," and '^ God save the 
Queen," in the street ; and while a dozen sons of Vulcan 
danced a Polka to the music, two rival orators made speeches 
from Deighbonring windows, one of whom declared himself to 



be so happy that he coald stand there and address the meeting 
for Heven yearb I 

We, too, might go on for seven years, writing of Her Ma- 
jesty's visit, bur space is failing us, and we must here conclude 
our chronicle of the happy event, congratulating our readers 
that not the slightest accident or misadventure marred the 
pleasures of the day. -^_ 

At Darlington, the Queen was to receive an address from the 
inhabitants at the Banktop, Earl Grey having signified to the 
Chief Bailiff, Francis Mewburn, Esq., in repTv to an applica- 
tion, that Her Majesty would remain a while for that purpose. 
Triumphal arehes were erected— seaU provided for 400 persons, 
sunding room tor 2.000 — a terrace appropriated for the 
Sunday-school children — shops closed — preparations made to 

illuminate the town. 

The running upon the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Rail- 
way, (154 miles,) on the two days, was performed as follows :— 
Left Berwick, Thursday night, at ... . 7 54 

Arrived at Little Mill (Howick) 838 

Left Little Mill, Friday morning .... lJ-34 

Reached the High Level Bridge 12-23 

Left Newcastle 1233 

Arrived at Darlington 1*35 

Left Darlington 1*45 

Arrived at York 2*47 

LeftYork 3-27 

The Queen, it will be observed, remained forty minutes in 
York. After receiving an address from the corporation. Her 
Majesty proceeded to the refreshment rooms and partook of 
luncheon. _ 

The enginemen who were entrusted with the conveyance of 
Her Majesty along the company's line, on Thursday and 
yesterday, were— 

BERWICK TO MBWCA8TLB. 

Edward Harding, pilot, (Hawthorn's engine) 207 

Richard Lieahman, engineman to the Queen, (Stephenson's 

patent) 187 

Thomas Wright, following engine, (Hawthorn's) 165 

NBWCA8TLB TO YORK. 

R. Donkin, pilot, (Stephensoo's patent) • 38 

Thomas Law, engineman to Her Majesty, (ditto) 190 

John Harkness, following engine, (ditto) 185 

The guards throughout, from Berwick to York, were George 
Laidler and Matthew Shont. 



The Queen rested on Friday night at Derby, where she was 
received with aeclamations of joy : left Derby at 8 on Saturday 
morning ; halted at Gloucester, where loyal addresses were pre- 
sented, and other marks of attachment shown ; and arrived 
safclv at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, at half.past 6 in the 
evening. 

— 

OATESHEAD BOARD OF GUAKDIANS 

AND THEIR OFFICERS. 

TO THB EDIT0B8 OF TH£ NBWOABTLB eUARDIAN. 

GENTLEMEN, — Illness prevented my looking 
over the columns of the Ouardian of the 15th Sept. antil 
two days after iu publication; when I observed, with surprise, 
a paragraph alluding to the virulent attack of Asiatic cholera 
at Wrekenton, which, after very justly giving to Dr. White 
the well-merited praise which bis exertions to arrest its progress 
fully deserved, proceeds to state that the endeavours of the 
Guardians to relieve the sufferers and mitigate its violence 
might have been more promptly afforded if it had not been for 
the offcima and improper interference of some of the Officers of 
the Union ; a sUtement which, so far as regards the inter- 
ference of the Officers, I have no hesitation in asserting to be 
wholly without foundation, and which I eannot otherwise 
characterize than as a /o^, scandaUmt, and malicious libel, 
calculated to injure the character of the Officers in the estima- 
tion of your readers, most unjustly ; as no class of men, one 
and all, could have shown greater anxiety, or exerted themsdvei 
more to cooperate with the Guardians, in their endeayours to 
arrest the progress of this fearful disease. 

I am, very respectfully, &e., 

William Rowntrbe, 

Clerk to the Guardians. 

The foUoving simple Statement of Faets, copied from the 
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Gateshead Observer of tlie 32d Sept., will afford the best 
Answer to the foregoing Letter, and supply a sufficient explsoa. 
tion of an affair which the Clerk to the Union has contrived to 
render obscure :— 

** A Special Meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Gates, 
bead Union was held on Saturday afternoon, (Joseph Cowen, 
Esq., in the chair). There were present— W. H. Brockett, 
Esq., Mr. Aid. Smith, and Messrs. J. £. Wilkinson, William 
Douglas, Thomas Gallon, J. Burnett, William Cook, Henry 
Sanderson, John Angus, James Wilson, and David Haggle. 

** Some requisite arrangements having been made as to 
medical attendance at Wrekenton, the meeting took into con- 
sideration the special business of the day. A Subcommitiee 
had iMen appointed, consisting of Messrs. Cook, Douglas, and 
Haggle, to devise and execute measures to meet the present 
emergency; and the Clerk of the Union, alleging that tiome of 
their acts were contrary to law, had stood in the way of their 
operation. This meeting was therefore called to set the matter 
ngbt 

*< Mr. Smith moved :— < That this Board highly approves of 
the steps taken by the Committee of ihe Gateshead Guardians 
in preventing and providing for the alleviation of the fatal 
disease, Asiatic cholera, which is now iso prevalent, and regreU 
that any officer's interference should have caused the present 
meeting to be convened.' 

** Mr. Wilson seconded the motion. 

** The Chairman observed, that this was not a time to be Fas. 
tidious about forms. The Guardians must be prompt and 
decisive in action, and see that nothing was left undone that 
could be done, without inquiring too nicely into the regularity 
of their proceedings. As to the motion belore the meeting, the 
only question was whether the conduct of the Officer referred 
to was of sufficient importance to call for so formal a notice. 

*^ Mr. Wilkinson hardly thought it was, although very repre. 
hensible: it was worse than absurd to throw technical obstruc 
tions in the way of timely assistance. 

^ The motion was put to the meeting, and carried unani- 
mously.** 

Gateshead Board of Gdardians. — The fort- 
nightly meeting took place September 25, (Joseph Cowen, Esq., 
in the chair). The usual contracts for the half.year were 
entered into, the contractors being generally those of the pre- 
▼ions term.— Mr. Wight attended as a deputation from Wre- 
kenton, and laid before the Guardians a series of resolutions, 
thanking them foe their exertions in alleviating the sufferings 
of the inhabitants in the late dreadful attack of cholera, but 
disapproving the establishment of an hospital in the village.— 
The Committee who had the superintendence of the arrange- 
ments stated to Mr. Wight that the hospital complained of was 
merely an arrangement carried out by the advice of the medical 
staff, and on the spar and urgency of the moment It was an 
empty house, kindly ofiered by Mr. Rowntree, the Clerk of the 
Board, into which the destitute poor, whom the inhabitants 
rafus^ to come near, and who were consequently left to their 
fate, were removed. Here nurses were placed (two males and 
two females), with a superintendent; and every attention was 
paid to the comfort and necessities ot the inmates. In fact, it 
was an arrangement which the inhabitants themselves ought 
to have carried out None were sent there who were not resi- 
dents in the village, with the exception of two from the I<ow 
Fen, who had been in the habit of carrying away and washing 
the clothes of different parties that died at Wrekenton, and 
Bight therefore be called Wrekenton cases. Every exer. 
tion had been used, and the most prompt attention afforded to 
meet the necessities of the moment; and the Committee com- 
plained of the censure which had now been cast upon them; 
for although they had personally visited the place daily, at 
considerable risk and inconvenience to themselves, no person 
resident on the spot had ever tendered them the slightest assist- 
ance or oodperation.^ Mr. Wight was asked to point out a 
more suitable place than the house appropriated for an hos- 
pital, but replied that it was not his duty to do so, but that of 
the Guardians. — He was ultimately assured that, as soon as 
the abatement of the disease rendered the hospital unnecessary, 
it would be removed : — indeed, at that time it only contained 
one patient, already in a state of convalescence. Nothing fur- 
tbor of interest took place.— We are glad to state that the whole 
ol the staff were removed, and the hospital closed, on the fol. 



lowing day, no new eases having occurred for two days, and 
Dr. Donkin reporting that, in his opinion, Mr. Davis's staff 
was now capable of attending upon the whole of the cases. 

An [nvebthbnt for Capital. — Our regard for 
womankind induces us to copy, gratuitously, the following 
advertisement from the Newcastle Cowranl of last week :-- 

a Wivb Wahtbd. — Mr. e. D. HatoklMOD, of Falsione, who baa 
lately bad a fonane left bim, is wisbfol to meet «itb ao a«rr«eabl« 
partnar, who ean briug with her £800. Any qnt who mar ba detirous 
toaooept this offer, mutt meet the ad? erti*er at the boate of Mr. William 
Cook. Coaofa and Hortev, Corn Maiket.Neweutle on-Tyne.- K.B. 8hb 

MUST HAVB HBB MOMBT WITB HBB. 

N.B. — And not only '* her money,** but an escort; lest, before 
acquiring a husband, she suffer the fate of ^' the man who went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho." 

A Life Presbrter. — A perfect security has been 
eibibited during the past week, in the haven at Collereoatd, by 
Mr. J. R. Wilson, of Gateshead Fell, who has contrived it for the 
benefit of the fishermen and others exposed to danger in storms 
in the winter, so many of whom lost their lives about two years 
ago in the same haven. A water bottle on each breast consti- 
tutes the support of the body, passed round under the arms by 
a leather strap secured by a buckle. The bottle length is about 
12 inches, the breadth 8 inches, and the thickness 2 inches. It 
is applied concave to the body, and loops support it on the 
convex ot the breast liottle. It is made ol thick tin, )apanned 
to resist the influence of the salt water. Its entire expense is 
onlv four shilliofcs. Some of the flshermpn have tried it, and 
declare it a perfect security and capable in support. Mr. 
Wilson has left it (or inspection with Mr. Crawford, of the 
Cullereoats ponoBoc^Correspondeni. 

The Aberdeen Cattlk Trade with Newcastle 
AND London. — Last year at this time we summed up the 
total number exported [to Newcastle and London from Aber- 
deen] for the year ending August : this year we have made a 
similar summary, and find the total to be 18,300, which is an 
Increase uu the exports of last year of nearly 3,000. To show 
the rise and progress of this trade, we submit the totals for 
erery year since it was commenced, viz.:— [This table shows 
that from 18S^, when only 150 cattle were exported, the num. 
hers have rapidly risen to 18,300.] These figures show that 
the cattle trade of Aberdeenshire has grown to gigantic 
dimensions. In little more than twenty years our shippers 
have exported about 150,000 cattle. If we estimate the returns 
of these at £20 a-head, the gross receipts from the London and 
Yorkshire majrkets are shown to be £3,000,000. Fifty years 
ago, three thousand pounds would have paid tor all the cattle 
sold to the southern drovers.— S'cotfu^ Farmer, 



AMERICAN ODE FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY. 
Wb come in childbood'a gladness, 

To breathe our toog of praise, 
Nor let one note of sadness 

Be mingled in our lays ; 
For 'tis a hallow'd story. 

This theme of Freedom's Urm ; 
Our father's deeds of glory 

Are echoed round the earth. 
The sound is waxing stronger. 

And thrones and nations bear : 
Proud man sball rule no longer 

For God the Lord is near. 
And He will sink oppression. 

And raise the meek in mind. 
And give the earth's possession 

Among the good and kind. 
Ana then shall sink the moimtains 

Where Frido and Power are crown'd ; 
And Peace, like gentle fountains, 

Sball shed her pureness round. 
Oh, Ood ! we would adore thee. 

And in thy shadow rest : 
Our fiUhers oow'd l>efQre thee. 

And trusted, and were blest I 

flV We copy the fcwgoing from No. 1 of the EmipaHtj New York 
tt»taUadelphia paper. The editor says :— ** It has been taken from a 
Sn^onoi hymns published by the American Sabbath School Union. 
WelSve often been surpriwjd that it has not been •dopted as anattonal 
ode."-The emancipation of the slaves of the United Sutes U ona of 
SSe •• deeds of glory.^we trust, to which the wnter looks Jbrward. 
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KING JAMKS'S HOSPITAL. 

Tbk followiDfc oommanicatioD has been made to Mr. 
Aldennan PotU Ir? the Rer. Or. DaTies, Master of King 
J9m9»*% Hospital, Gateshead :— 

Dbab SiB.-Bjr ooSMBuaA of th« Lord BIshep of Darbam I forward 
yon tlw MMapraytBg eopjr of tte new ordiBweet be hM Jast iwaad for 
the |OT«m«itof King JuMS*> HospilBl; tnd I hwdly DMd say that 
with bU prBOtiMblo tpMd lb« wboto efkb IwdiUp't direeCioBs «IU be 



I bave Blso the plettare of IndoelBg the Bishop's letter addressed to 
wrself. I sm* dser Sir, tory tialy yoors, 

Beetery, Oetober IS, 1849. J. Davibb. 



8iB,— I have moeb pleBsore In deeiriag the Master of King Ji 
Boepital to foroiah yoa with a eopy of sobm Blteratfons end ai( 



wbieb I bsve lately oBde m Visiior Ib the ststatee of that ebarity. 

I bsYO done this, not as matter of right bnt of eoortesy ; for I an stUl 
fiersoaded there ovgbt to bo no Interfemiee with the daties and aefes of a 
epeelal Vieitor, nnleee there be reasonable grooad for SBspeetiBg wrong 
Bwnaaeie n t on the part of the Master ; and for aaeh saspieion, in this 
oaseTi have not seen the leaet gnmnd. 

I trast that the alterations now nads will be satisfaetory to those for 

whom yoo have aeted ; and I mnst repeat aiy eonnotionthatDr.Daviee 
j^^ . ... ..-_._w-_.w . 

of hie 
oharit^ 



len Bsoet aaaioaste ooasply with every reasoaable wiehon the part 
parishioners, so fnr as asight be eooelstent with hie daty to the 
y and iu Visitor. I have the bononr to be, Bir, 



Aaeklaad Castle, Oetober IS, 1840. 



Toor Boet obedient Servant, 



B. DUVBLK . 



Statutbi and Obdibavcbs for the GoTRairxBVT ef Eiko Jambs'b 

Hospital In Oatksbbad, otherwiae Gatssios, In the County of 

DBrtaam, and of the Master and Brstbren of tbs said Hoepltal, 

deUvered to then the 8th day of Oetober, 1819, by Edward, Lord 

BlebopofDarham. 

Bdward, by Divine Providenoe Lord Biehop of Darham, to oar well. 

beloved John Daviee, Doetor in Divinity, Master of the eaid Hoepltal, 

and to Hagh Cameron, John Dnnoan, and John Ncebitt, the three 

anelent Brethren of the said Hospital, and to all othere whom It may 

eoBsera, know ye that, by virtae of the aaOiority vested in me by an 

Act paseed in the eeeelen of Pariiamsnt holden in the 61st ysar of the 



of his lata MiiieBty King Gsorfs the Third, intitaled " An Aet to 
e the Mestsr and BretlirBn of the Heepital of King Jaosee in 



eateehead, In the eonnty of Dnrham, to grant leaeee of land thereto 
bslonging, and to enable the Lord Bishop of Durham to make etatatee 
and ordlnaneee for the govemmoBt of tho said Hospital," I, the said 
Bisimp of Darham, do asake the following additions to and altsrations 
in the etatatee of the eaid Hoepltal, wbieb were amde and given by my 



ir, Shnte, Lord Bishop of Durham, In the year of oar I 
toil. 

CHArraa Sbcomd.— Coneeming the Brethrsn.— To the ten Toanger 
Brethren ordered to be appointed by the eaid etatutee ehall be added two 
more, eo that there shall be altOBether the three Aneient or Elder Bre- 
tbrsn and twelve YouoRer Brethren of the eaid Hoepltal. This addition 
to be made as eoon se the funde will admit. 

CHAPTBBTHiaB.— Coneeming Divine Serviee.— There shall henee- 
Ibrth be two lau servieee perforflsed by the Chaplain of the said Hospital 
overy Lord*e day, at eneh timce as, under the eaneClon of the Blebop, 
ehall be appointed by the Master:— one la the chapel of the Hoepiial, 
and the other in the eehool«room at Friars Goose, for the benefit of the 
population employed on tbe property of the Hoepltal la that part of the 
parish. The Chaplain ie aleo, under the authority of tbe Master, to 
perform the IBnersl servieee that may be required on the Lord'e day at 
the ehapel of the HoepitaL 

Ohaptbb Fovktb.— 'Coneeralng tho Betatee, Bente, and Bevenaee 
of the Hoepltal.— iPirs<.— The Master shall have power to advsBiee from 
time to time, to the Tonnger Brethren, eneh sums as the etate of the 
see may appear to him to allow ; and 01 
I In eaeh year, ehall distribate ansong i 



; and on or befbre the 2Sth day of 
imong them the surplus, after the 
in tho order preeenbed by the 



etatatee of Bishop Barriogton.as Interprstcd by the Oommisaloners of 
Charities in 1887, reeerving a balaaoe in the hande of the Master, not 
exoeeding elzty pounde, for the purpoee of meetinR current ezpeneee ; 
provided always that the sharm of the Tonnger Brethren ree peotlvely 
ehaU always be lees than the eharm of the Master and of the thiee 



B rsepeetively. tfec o ml .— .The Master shall have power 
to supply both elaaeee of Brethren urith dothee, in addition to their 
pceuniaiyaaowanee,asliaabeenthepraetIeeln past years:- the Elder 
Brethren with one eult every year, and the Tonnger Brethren with one 
eult every two years.— TMrd.— The Chaplain shall reeeive for the eer- 
vieee above menti on ed the annual ealary of seventy poande; and In the 
absence of all other mesne, the Maater ehall have power to pay the 
ealary of the Clerk of the eh^wl. and other neoeseary ezpeneee of pnblio 
worship, out of the revenuM of the Hoepltal, aa part of the general 
eapendlturB.— ^burfA.— For tbe purpoee of securing a clear and fall 
et a s e m s nt of the rseelpts and expenditure, the aeoonnte ehall henceforth 
be Bsade up to the end of eaeh year; and the annual return preeeribcd 
by the etatotee of Bishop Banrington shaU be ande to the Biehop oa or 
jbetore the S5th day of Maroh in caoh year. 
Saljeet to thsae additions and atteratioBs, the statatet of Bishop Barw 



slBgton for lbs gov«n»MBt of tho Hospital shiU eontinae in fores as 
heretofore. B. Duhblm. 

Witness to the sigatog henof :— 

W. 7. Batmovd, Arshdcaeoa of N oiihu m b a ilBB d. 

B. A. Douglas Gbbblbt, Auditor to the Bishop of DaifaBBi. 



YORK, NEWCASTLE, AND BERWICK RAILWAY. 

KKETIIfO OF TBI SHABKH0LDRB8. 

On Thnnday, the 26Ui Oetober, 1849, the ahaieliolders 
assembled in tne Festiral Conoert Room, York, at noon. 

The LoBD Matoe (James Meeici Esq.) took the ehair. In 
the eonrse of his opening address, his lordship stated that, 
after all their liabilities were taken into aeeooat. thm -wm 
an ayailable balanee of £8,000. with also £U4m> doe for 
arrears of interest on sharea. Of this som £18,000 was due 
from Mr. Hndson— who, however, stated that he had nn- 
aettled olaims on the eompanr. Haying exhorted the meet- 
ing to elect honest, aetiTe,ana able direotors, the Lord Mayor 
expressed his confidence that the line, if wdl managed, 
wonld prove one of the best railway-properties ia the king- 



Mr. LoTB, in reply to Mr. Richaeb Marhnbau, stated that 
the balance of £2^/)00, belonging to the Great North of 
England account, wonld be ^rtheoming. The purchase* 
account had not passed examination solely for want of time. 

The Fourth uA Fifth Reports of the Committee were now 
reoeiyed. 

Mr. Wyub, of Li?erpool, made a soTcre attack upon Mr. 
Hudson and his colleagues, and also upon Mr. Close and Mr. 
Allport. 

Mr. Glthn defended Mr. Allport. 

Mr. Allpobi also spoke for himself. He had nerer, he 
said, tampered with the books of the company: he would not 
haTB altered a fl we in them for any one. When instructed 
to do so, he had furnished an aoconnt for the last six months 
of 1848 up to the end of the week in which the year ended, 
as was the practice of some other companies, and beUered 
that the company whom he served would exonerate him from 
blame. He could with oonfidence inyite the fullest scrutiny 
into eyery act of his management, and into the application <« 
eyery hour of his time. He had done his best, according to 
his abflity, to serye his employers. He appealed to those who 
were oyer him. and to the public, who saw him daily at his 
post. Not a ^y, not an hour, had he mispent : he had never 
once neglected his duties smoe he undertook the office of 
manager. (Applause.) 

Mr. Ramset: Not when you were working the Carlisle 
line for Mr. Hudsont 

Mr. Allpoet : No, not then. He was, practically, managing 
the line for tbe York, Newcastle, and Berwick Company. The 
Carlisle line, of which Mr. Hudson was lessee, was worked pro 
teetively to the York and Berwick line; and be fMr. Allport 
did nor receive one sispenee from Mr. Hudson for ois trouble. 

Mr. Maclaebn said tbe Committee never intended to conyey 
the slightest impntatioD upon Mr. Allport, when they statsd 
that tbe Carlisle line was aiaoaged by him for Mr. Hudson. 
CApplause.) 

Mr. Sidney, of Liyerpool, complained of the appointment 
of delegates to select a board of directors. He intended to offer 
his own seryices, and was prepared to come and live upon tbe 
line, and to act as a director witboot remuneration. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) He opposed tbe election of Mr. Flews, 
Mr. Maclaren, and Mr. Leechman, on various grounds. 

Mr. MozLBT, of Liverpool, concurred in the blame east upon 
Mr. Hudson and the direotors, but after obserying that Mr 
Allport was a stranger to him, and that, in his opinion, the 
letter of that gentleman to Mr Close was an unfortunate one, 
be expressed his conviction that be was an able and honourable 
msnager. and in every way Otted for his important office. His 
error. If it were one, was only an error; and to condemn a man 
for a single fisnlt. when it was atoned for by so many merits, 
would not be justifiable. 

A warm controyersy ensued as to the merits of candidates 
for the direction, in which Mr. Loys took part. The meeting 
grew at length impatient; and so would our readers, were we 
to report the discussion. The result was the election of seven 
of the directors chosen by the delegates, and the substitution of 
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Mr. Lore for Mr. W. R. Hnnter. 

of- 

Mr. LeenaDy York, 
Mr. LeechmaB, Glasgow, 
Mr. Madareo, Bdinbargh, 
Mr. Hodgson, Newcastle, 



The board therefore consists 

Mr. Kipling, Darlington, 
Mr. Plows, Darlington, 
Mr. Wharton, Drybnm, 
Mr. Lo?e, London. 



The Reports of the Committee were adopted; but the ques- 
tion of managing dirsetorship was ordered, as reoonmended by 
the delegates, to stand over to the February meeting. 



The Gatbshbad Union. — We regpret to say, that 
Mr. William Rowntree, Clerk to the Gateshead Poor Law 
Union, and formerly a member of the Board of Goardiaos and 
of the Town Con noil, died on Sunday, Get. 14, at his house in 
West-»treet. The deceased was one of the principal maoagers 
and supporters of the Britiah School, and at all times a zealous 
promoter of the education and happiness of tlie young. One 
of his last acts, before his taul illness, was to treat the children 
of the British School to a visit to the oounty eattle-show in 
this borough. Several candidates have come forward for the 
vacant clerkship; and as Mr. Robert Foreman, the assistant- 
overseer, is one, that office* also, is vacant* and is an object of 
competition* 

Tbb Municipal Elbctioni. — On the date of oar 
last publication, Mr. Christian Allhusen announced himself as 
a candidate for the vacancy created in the South Ward, 
Gateshead, by the resignation of Mr. John Angus. The 
present and prospeotive Couneiliors therefore now are :— 

PKISKMT. TBOSPICTITB. 

Bast Ward Mr. F. P. Iodd. Mr. F. P. loon 

Mr. WtUSaoi Brown. Mr. B. Orawttay. 
?r«it Ward— ... Mr. John Baiaril. Mr. JohnBnaaell. 

Mr. Jowph Bobaon. Mr. Joaaph Bobaon. 
Soath Ward — . Mr. John Angns. Mr. Cbriatian AlUraiaa. 

Mr. B. C. Tonng. Mr. B. H. Bell. 

In St John's Ward, Newcastle, it still seems to be the general 
opinion that Mr. G. Crawshay will head tbe poll, but an im- 
piession gains ground that Mr. Brown, and not Mr. Burrell, 
will be his colleague. 

Thb Plagdb at Nbwcabtle in 1656. -< A corre- 
spondent at Northallerton has forwarded to the NeweaMtU 
Cowani the following paragraph respecting the plague at New- 
castle, nearly two centuries ago :— >A plagne happened at New. 
castle, which raged from the 7th of May till the 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1656, in which time 5^077 persons died, viz. :— 



P 



May7tol4 69 

Mayl4to2l 66 

MaT2lto28 99 

May 28 to June 4 .... 122 

June4to]l 99 

June 11 to 18 162 

Junel8to25 138 

June 25 to July 2 .... 172 

Jnly2to9 184 

July9tol6 212 

July 16 to 28 370 



July23to30 366 

July 30 to Aug. 7..... 877 

August 7 to 14 422 

August 14 to 21 846 

August21to28 246 

Aug. 2B to Sept. 4 •• .. 520 

Sept.4toIl 325 

SeptlItoDec.31(when 
tbe plague ceased).. 906 

5OT7 



Our local historians saT " 1636,^ and that the plague was 
^ said to have come over from Holland and other parts beyond 
the seas." It was no doubt, however, home-bred. A '* midden" 
of almost incredible vastness occupied the castle- jard, and the 
other parts of the town were correspondingly f ouL The plague 
broke out first in North Shields, in October, 1635; and on the 
6th of May, 1636, it appeared in Newcastle ; where (savs Brand) 
it destroyed 5,087 of the inhabitants. In Gateshead, from May 
30 to October 17, the number that died from the pest was 515. 
All trade was at a stand; *<the highways were unoccupied;" 
the streets (according to tradition) were covered with grau.— 
Ed. 6.O.] 

Oateshbad Boabd of Guardians. — A special 
meeting took place on the 20th Oct. The ViceChairman, Mr. 
Joseph Robson, presided. This meeting was convened by the 
Vice-chairman, in consequence of the death of the Clerk to 
the Board, Mr. William Rowntree, that the office might be 
declared vacant, and measures taken for the appointment of a 
snooessor. It was agreed that the salary should continue the 
same^ and that an advertisement should be inserted in the 
OAiemer to that efinty and filing the elecUon for Tuesday, the 



6th Not.-— At the usual fortaighUy meetiag, October 29^ 
a letter was read from Dr. White, enclosing a cheque for 
£10 10s., which the Guardians had Toted him as an aeknow. 
ledgment of his sdf-denying and most praiseworthy eaertions 
during the late severe attack of cholera at Wrekenton. (See 
advU) A vote of thanks was passed unanimously to the 
Doctor, and the letter ordered, on tbe motion of Mr. Aid. Potts, 
seconded by Mr. John Anns, to be inserted in the Obeerver of 
the present week* The VioeCbairman, on the iB|tion of Mr. 
Cook, seconded by Mr. D. Haggle, was reqnestedm communi- 



caie to the friends of the late Mr. Rowntree the deep regret of 
the Board at the loss sustained by his decease, and tbe high 
estimation universally entertained by the Guardians of his 
abilities, and of the manner in which he had ever conducted 
the busibcss of the Board as their Cierk.«On the motion of 
Mr. J. E. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. John Angus, a vote of 
thanks was unanimously passed to the Cholera Committee, Mr, 
Aid. Smitn, and Messrs. D. Baggie, W. Cook, and W. Douglas, 
for their exertions during tbe late epidemic at Wrekenton ; 
which was responded to by Mr. Cook.— The remainder of ther 
business was of a routine character. 

CoMMBMOBATivB Medals. — Two local medals will 
shortly be struck, commemorating the visit of Her Majesty 
the Queen to Newcastle and Gateshead, and tbe opening of the 
Hixh Level Bridge. The obverse of each will be the same. It 
will bear a representation of the bridge, and the inscription^ 
"Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Higb-Level Bridge, 
York, NewcasUctand Berwick Railway :— Length of Waterway, 
512ft : High Water to Rails, 1 12ft. The reverse of the royal 
medal has these wordo-^ Her Majesty Queen Yietoria. Prinee 
Albert, and the Royal Family, passed through Newcastle-upon. 
Tyne, Friday, September 2B, 1849.— Received Addresses on the 
Higb-Level Bridge from both Corporations. — James Dent 
Weatberley, Esq., Mayor of NewcasUe.— George Hawks, Esq.. 
Mayor of Gateshead." And on the reverse of the hndge-medal 
are the words:— ''First Pile Driven, April 24, 1846.— Last 
Arch closed, June 7, 1849.— Final Openmg, [date not fiscd,] 
1849.— Engineers, Robert Stephenson and T. E. Harrison, 
Ssqrs.- R. Hodgson, Esq., Resident Engineer.— John Hoskingy 
Inspector.— Thomas Charlton,Foremao.— Contractors: Hawks, 
Crawshay, & Sons, Ironwork; Rush & Lawton, Wilson & 
Gibson, Stonework ; Cummins & Firbank, Paintwork.— 1849." 
The designer of the medals is Mr. John Bell, of Gateshead. 
The Directors met in Gateshead yesterday, on the subject of 
the bridge, and to dispose of other matters. 



THE FIRST OF NOYEMBER ELECTIONS. 

Gatbbhbad.— Messrs. R. H. Bell and Christian AIlhuse» 

were elected Councillors for the South Ward ; Messrs. Edmund* 

Crawshay and F. P. lona for the East Ward; and Messrs. 

Joseph Robson and John Russell for the West Ward. No 



Nbwcastlb.— The elections did not pass over so quietly oa 
the North as on the South side of the Tyne. Messrs. Robert 
Robert Robinson and Samuel Stokoe were reelected for St» 
Nicholas's Ward; Messrs. David Bum and William Tur- 
ner in All Saints' East; Messrs. John Bhuskwell and Ralph 
Dodds in St Andrew's North ; and Mr. George Bargate in 
Westgate. The remaining wards were contested, in St* 
John's Ward, Mr. George Crawshay was a candidate by 
requisition; and the contest, up to the very close of the poll at 
4 o'clock, was fought with great spirit. At noon, Mr. Oraw- 
shay had a majori^ of upwards of 20 against him— which was- 
gradually worn down to 9. The poll closed thus :— 

Mr.lMMsBamU ^.....^..m..... .»..«...»*• 181 

Mr. Willism Brown ••.•aM»M»« «w«.«... IM 

Mr. George Crawshay •••.•.•..••.•.^•..•..•. 167 
When the result had been declared, Mr. Crawshay came for- 
ward and moved a vote of thanks to tbe presiding Alderman 
(James Hodgson, Esq.) He also expressed his gratitude to the 
electors by whom he had been supported. He could only, 
account for the greac difTerence between the number of votep% 
who had promised him their support (a difference unusually 
great), and the number that poUed for him, by supposing that 
his opinions on the Conservancy question were at variance witb 
those held by many of tbe electors. He could not blame those 
electors who, on this giound, had withhdd their snflragcs^aa 
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be had ralatsed them at a ptiblie meetiog called by himself 
hating no wish to be elected by nDwilling votes. However, 
this question was sot one that conld be settled by the people of 
Newcastle, nor by the town-ooimoily how obstinate soever they 
might be. It mast be settled by a higher power— namely, the 
Imperial Parliament; and he believed the views which he took 
on the question— views arrived at by careful, consideration— 
would be found to be most beneficial to the towu. He had 
adopted no unfair means to attempt to win the election ; and 
the respite of two or three years which he had now before him, 
would be available for self-improvement; and he hoped, at 
tome future day, to be of service to the people of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. (Loud cheers.) The vote of thanks to Mr. Aid. 
Hodgson was carried by apc1amation.-^There was a contest, 
no less keen, in the West Ward of All Saints, Mr. W. H. 
Brockett (who had been returned in 1846 in conjunction with 
Mr. James Dale) having declined to stand again. The result 
was the election of Mr. Chater, the solicitor, in his room, the 
poll ending thus :— 

Mr. JssM Dsl9 ^«#»«. .•••■■•»••••«.. ••*••«•• *•! 

Mr.Ohster •••.••••m • •^ 18S 

Mr. Spoor. •«••••••...••»•.•.<•••••. .«•.«•«•»»• ITv 

Mr. Borfcloy ••.. ««••««••..••.«.•........•«.•.. 7/ 

Mr. Charles Rayne was defeated in South Andrew's by Mr. 

Clark, the batcher, who was returned with Mr. Franois Taylor 

(reelected). 

Mr. Frsnois Taylor •*.••••••••».•••. .^..^w 164 

Mr. Bobort Olark •••••.••••.••.•• 143 

Mr. CherlMlUyne(rcaign6d) ...•.•.«. 21 

There was one more contest in Newcastle— (where, despite the 
nnconstitutional croakings of local Toryism, muniei pal honours 
are noi at a discount). This was in Jesmond Ward, which 
elects but one representative yearly. Mr. Henry Tomer, the 
retiring member, was opposed, and socoessfully, by Mr. Grace. 
The votes were — 

Mr. E. M. Orsoo ••••.•••••••.••««*••«.•«••■«•• (w , 

Mr. Hmry Tnmor •••.••••••.••••»••..«•*«.••• 80 

SuRDBELaND. — There were several retirements in this 
borough, and about twice as many offers of new aspirants for 
office. Indeed, St. Michaera Ward alone escaped without a 
contest, the reelection of Mr. Thomas Pratt and Mr. George 
Whitfield being unopposed.— Bridge Ward got a new repre- 
■entative in Mr. William Moore (brother to Mr. A. J. Moore, 
solicitor), who displaeed Mr. William Dixon. Mr. William 
Mordey was reelected— (as was most fitting).— Mr. Thomas 
Thompson again represents Sunderland Ward ; hot Mr. G. W. 
Wright sits in the seat of Mr. John Dixon.— In four of the 
wanls there were polls, ending as follows (the two candidateial 
the head of the poll in each ward being elected) :— 

BI8HOPWBARMODTH WAKD. 
Mr. JoBbaaWiltoD(snewm«ttb«r) «.»•..«.•«•• 160 

Mr. Ooorgo Spark (ditto) ^ m^-..»... 1M 

Mr. B. A. JohDaon (now.oudidato) •«.. ^ •.«.,•. IM 

WEST WIRD. 

Mr. JaaBnHUb(mwBMaib«r) ••.«—•«• 64 

Mr.JobBSaoUColdaMOiber) .«•...— •^..—. 61 

Mr.J.M. Cooper .....«..»•..-..-•••• 44 

Mr.wmiaaiHayten....-*.......^...*...^.. 7 

El ST WARD. 
Mr. Thomas Boed (old iDnnber)^... •••.«..»••. 190 
Mr. John Orowe (now nonkor) »•••»••••»••.«.• M 
Mr.BaobUMUitiMWosiididsU) ^.•.•••m...«».. 74 

MOMEWBAEMOUTH WAED. 
Mr.JohnBaiilh(iMwaMmber) ^. •••».....«..• 14S 
Mr.BwutfoldsMaiker) .•.,....«.*.«»«i»M.« 1S6 

Mr.M.Wske(oldui«nbir)^.......^ «... 61 

Mr. Balpb HatshLasoD (ooweaDdidste)^..— .« U 
DirEHAM.— North Ward, Mr. R. Stafford and Mr, Boyd, 
South Ward, Mr. James Shaw and Mr. E. Shaffto. These 
were all reeleotions. St. Nicholas's Ward was enlivened by 
a contest. 

Mr. Ckom BobsoB, ohoBiJst «. .^.m.. lit 

Mr. BordoD, brokor ..m..^... ........ .....•« 00 

Mr.Farmory.innlMoper «»«.lb«. «.••#• 78 

Mr. Joseph Holmes «.*•«»••«•••*. -..m S 

Mr. Bnrdon was thus reelected; and Mr. Robson won the 
seat of Mr. N. Oliver, surgeon, who had retired from the 
town-couneil, expressing his denra not aspain to be elected. 

TTRBMOirrH.-^nie maiden elections ofthis important and 
newly-ineorporatod borough excitod a ferment oonunexuiuEte 



with the novelty of the oecasion. Etery ward was contested , 
and the polls closed as under, (the six at the hMd being in 
each case elected): — 

PEECT WABO. 

Captain Linekin ««•»...»..•».»•*<».. tl6 

Mr.WilUamBiehaond •*.....«»«•«•..,»«•—. 105 
Mr. E. H. ereenbow ..«•.«••.•«. .i^^^^..^.. 100 

Mr. WUHam DaTison, Monkaeaton ««..• 174 

Mr.AlejcaDderBartlomao«,..«.—M.«— ...«••• 140 
Mr.JohoBoboon .««»..wmm«^m.. •••»««••«• 133 
Mr.Dryden •••«...•.»...«••«•«••«•.....••••.•• 70 

Mr. O. Simpson •«•. «»»•.•••.•«»••••. •««.«•.•• 30 

Mr. Jroppelwoil .«•••...■»«•«».••.•■••«»•••«.• 1 
sar. xeDwiea •«••.. ...........•••«a.«#«ap«ap«*v i 

HOETH SHIELDS WAED. 
Mr. Miohael Epeooer ».•«»•.«»•.•• «•••—••••- S34 

Mr. e. 8. Tyzaek »«««•«»•..••»••.»..•. SSO 

Mr.BobertPow ..«. «.-.«.. ....•.^.... S18 

M r. Aobert Forth •.»...«»••.•*«■.«.••••...«•• 100 
Mr. Oeoige Hall ....wi..****.*...*....*.^.... 163 

Mr. John Twisell .a^..^. .•.•»•.••..-••. 149 

ssr* waaeoo •..«•*..••»«. ..J. •...«.«. ■««»««...» i«f* 
M r» JL^Hlle ....«»•••««••••.....■•..•••••»••.» VBf 
Mr. Benaiaon ••.»»»••»«..«»««■«••.«••»«••«••• 106 

Mr.HenryBarriaon «»«••. .•^••••■•M^** * 07 

JSr. jsrown •.«*•«*....«..*«•.••*..•••«•«....• 38 
TTEEMOUTH WAED. 

Mr. Solemoo MesM ..m...*^ «•« ..103 

Mr. John Garr ••»«•••,«»••.«««*•.•»•••••.•••* !M0 

Mr.BohortOlengh...*..^ .«. ..«•,.... 010 

Mr.Matthow Poppolwell •«•••. .^....^^^^m*... Sit 
Mr. John Owen, Mn. «...m. .«»«•«•. ..^•••.»m« 101 
Mr. George BfaoUon .,.^.«..— .^ 101 

SCr. IrVin .«..»...a....»a«.a«...»«.a«^«. ...... 1*7 

Mr.Wingrave ••.••«.. m. .«»•.•••*••»•. •^••.. 111 

ssr. II reenbow ^. ••.«.». •«.«•• ....«..•••....•« 08 

Mr.Fenviofc .••••■••• M..i».a... .«••«. •».«••• 01 

Mr. ThoiDpeon* . ..••....»•.•«••. ...*». . . Mta .• « 03 

The dsT was obsenred as a general holiday. All the shops 

were closed ; bells were mng; cannons were fired; flsgs 

flouted the skies; tar-tMurrels roUed about the streets on fixe; 

and pyrotechnical squibs, crackers, Catherine wheels, and 

Boman candles, coafonnded night with day, and turned poor 

Tynemouth upnde down, until she hardly Enew whether she 

stood on her head or her heels. 

BsEWiCE-uPON-TwEBD.— North Ward, Mr. A. B. Lowrgr* 
12: Mr. George Henderson, 8: Mr. ThMnas Hownam (de- 
feated), 4. Middle Ward, Mr. William Paxton, 30: Mr. 
Alexander Christison, 29 : Mr. H. G. C. Clarke (defeated), 16. 
South Ward. Mr. John Duncan and Mr. John Dewar elected 
unopposed. 

YoEE.— The Liberals carried most of the wards. Even the 
aristocratic ward of Boothan rMCcted Tories (Mr. Husband and 
Mr. Newton), preferring Mr. James Allen and Mr. Meek, jnn., 
both Liberals. Mr, Leeman and Mr. £. B. Anderson were 
elected in Guildhall Ward, the Toir candidates withdrawitt|f. 
The << king's name" is no longer ^a tower of strength'^ u 
York. > 

Caelislb.— The bold Toriesibad threatened to fill erery 
vacancy in the town-council, and deliberalize(if not demoralize) 
themanicipality. But, with one ezceptioo, all the candidates 
elected were Liberals. In four of the five wards there was a 
poll. Messrs. Joseph Hope and George Belph, Bickergata 
ward, had alone the happiness of an unopposed rsCimu 
Messrs. P. S. Dixon (387) and John Pattinson (319) vera 
elected for Caldewgate : Capt. Monies (188) defeated. Messrs. 
Bobert Cowen (a04), Tory, and Joseph Sowerby (279X tor 
Botcbergate: Simon Pattinson (273) and James Sibson (342)l 
Chartists, defeated. Messrs. Andrew Boutledge (107) and 
Thomas Nelson (104) for St. Cuthbert's: TThomas NaBSoo (75) 

- - — -^ "^4) 

IbrStMaiy's: " '" • -~ - - 



Messrs. Joseph Borne (80) and George Bobinson (84) 
James Hargreaves (27) defeated. 



Oatbshbad Town Council. — A meeting of the 
Town Improvement Committee was held on Tuesday, Oct. SO, 
when Mr. T. S. Harrison, on behalf of the York, Newcastle^ 
and Berwick Bailway Company.appUed for leave to lower 
the north end of West-street. The committee, after a ner- 
sonal survmr, unanimously gave permission, believinE that, 
when completed, a great improvement would be effected. 
The appli<»tion of the trustees of Durham turnpike-road for 
compensation for iojuiydone to the payement In High-stieelf 
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[ bj the fomiAtion of the common sewer, was referred 
to Mr. DdbaatL^O, SUison, Bsa., aoplied, through the Town- 
Clerk end Mr. Joeeph Roheon, for leaTe to stop the footpath 
on the weit side of west-street, offering as an eqni?alent the 
free nse of the present road as a footpath through the Nursery 
to Sedgwick-plaoe. Mr. Cook oppoeed the application, as he 
considered the Lord of the Manor had successfully carried 
out the principle of enclosure too far already, and called the 
attention of the committee to the encroachment of Mr. 
Elliaon in West-street. where, though it formed one of the 
principal streets in tne borough, a carriage could not be 
turned without diffieulty.^The Town-Clerk admitted that 
the footpath sought to be enclosed was at one time Mr. 
Ellison's eastern boundaxy ; and though he certainly had 
enclosed about two acres and a half of the land belonging 
to the public, he had been solicited to do so by the owners 
of the adjacent property, as they were much annoyed by a 
nuisance arisinff from tne depoat of offensi?e matter. It 
certainly wonla have been better if the owners of property 
had proceeded aadnst the nuisance-makers than to haye 
prayed for the land to be taken from the public— Mr. Douglas 
moyed that permission be ffiven to Mr. Ellison to stop the 
footpath on condition that ne restore West-stroet to a con- 
▼ement widtii, and make a carriage road to Sedgwick-place; 
which was seconded by Mr. Aid. Potts, and carried unani- 
mously; Mr. Robson obserying that he was afraid by the 
committee asking so much they would get nothing. — The 
Watch Committee met on Wednesday eyening; when, after 
disposing of the usual businen, they receiyed a roport from 
the Superintendent, that, since the previous meeting, P.C. 
Wallace and P.C. Fowler had been "the worse of liquor 
when on duty." Wallace was at once dismissed ; but Fowler, 
thouffh a frequent oiender, was merelv roprimanded. Mr. 
Blagbum moyed that four policemen oe added to the pre- 
sent force; but withdrew his motion to second one made by 
Mr. Pearson for an increase of two. Mr. Cook protested 
•gainst any increase of the force, as the area of the borouch 
had not b«en increased, nor the number df yiolations of tne 
law : nor had-thero eyen been a formal application from any 
of the inhabitants for sudi an increase. Two additional 
p<dtcemen would cost them another £100 a-year. They had 
sixteen already, and he thought that number quite enough. 
The committee thought difrerently, Mr. C. being the only 
dissentient. 

Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — On Wednes- 
day evening, at a speoial meeting of the committee, the letter 
of William Kell, Esq.| V.P., was read, announcing the muni- 
ficent donation of Cuthbeit Ellison, Esq., of the sum of 
£134 28. 5d., being die amount paid for the site occupied by 
the new boildiDg in West-ttreetw It was moved by Mr. Gar- 
butt, and seconded by Mr. Hedl«r, that the thanks of the 
committee be given to Mr. Ellison for his acceptable addition 
to the funds, and that MxwKell be requested to convey this 
motion to the donor, and to apprise him that his liberality 
would be reported to the members of the institution at their 
annnal meeting on the 3Bth of November. 



BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

THE Persons hereinafter named and described were 
on this First Day of November, 1849, duly elected 
COUNCILLORS of the several Wards of the said Borough 
heiciaafter inserted :— 

EAST WARD. 

Febdeeick Petee Ionn, High-street, Draper. 
EoMONO Ceawsbat, South Shore, Manufacturer. 

WEST WARD. 
Joseph Robson, Backfield House, Farmer. 
John Russell, West-street, Draper. 

SOUTH WARD. 
Cheistian Allhusen, Eltwiek Hall, Merchant. 
RiCHAED Hansell Bell, Dsckham Hall, Merchant. 

WILLIAM KELL, Town Clerk. 
Townhall, November Ij 1849. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE EAST WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — Accept my Thanks for the 
Honour you have done me, in electing me a Member of 
the Town Council. It shall ever be my btndy to serve you 
faithfully. I remain. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
Bensham, Nov. 2, 1849. EDMOND CRAWSHAY. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE EAST WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — Havinjr ag^ain been entrusted 
with a renewal of yocr Confidence, I beg to thank you for 
the Honour you have conferred on me, and trust, by attention 
to the Duties of my Office, to promote the Interests of the 
Borough to your satisfaction. 

I am, GenOemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
High-street, Novmeber 2, 1849. F. P. ION N. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I beg to return yon mj sincere 
Thanks lor electing me again to the office of Town-Conn- 
cillor for your Ward ; and I promise you always to do my best 
to promote the Interests of the Borough. 
I remain. Gentlemen, 

Yoor obedient Servant, 
Backfield House, Nov. 1. JOSEPH ROBSON. 

■ • 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GIQNTLEMEN,— Allow me to thank you for having 
again elected me one of your Representatives in the Town 
Council. I assure you that it shall be my constant endeavour 
to merit the confidence you have so kindlv reposed in me. 
1 have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
Gateshead, Nov. 2, 1849. JOHN RUSSELL. 

TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE 
SOUTH WARD, GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Accept mjr best Thanks for the 
Honour yon have conferred upon me to-daj. 
Attention to my Duties as your RepresenUtive in the Towd 
Council, and an unceasing desire to promote the Interests of the 
Borough, will best evince my gratitude for your kindness, 
lam. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
Deckham Hall, Nov. 1,184a RICHARD H. BELL. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

CI ENTLEMEN,— Permit me to thank you for the 
T Honour you have this day conferred upon me. in electing 
me one of your Representatives in the Council, and accept the 
assurance that I shall endeavour to jwtifj the trust you hav^ 
reposed in me. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, 
GentledMn, 
Your most obedient, bumble Servant, 

CHRISTIAN ALLHUSEN. 
Gateshead , November 1, 1849. 

GATESHEAD* FELL BALL, 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC ROOMS. 

THERE will be a BALL at the PUBUC ROOMS, 
on THURSDAY, the 29th of November, 184a 
Tickets— (Ladies' 5s., Gentlemen's 6s. 6d., Tea hidoded)-^ 
may be had of the Stewards or Seaetaries. 
Thb mayor of GATESHEAD,-) 
ROBERT DAVIS. Es^, VStowuds. 

M. S. DODDS, Esq., j 

tff Music at halHMst 8. 

WILLIAM WILSON,) o,,.-^.rf« 
JAMES TURNER, [»«<««•"«! 
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GATESHEAD UNION. 

AT a Meetings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Gateshead Union, held at the Board Room, West-Street, 
Gateshead, tbia day, (Joseph Robson, Esq., Vice-Cbairman 
of the Union, in tbe Cbair,) tbe followinK letter from Dr. 
White, inclosing a cbeqae for £10 lOs. which had been voted 
to him by the Union, was read by Mr. R. Foreman, officiating; 

Clerk. 

New BridK«.ttr«et, Nsweutle, Oct. 10, 1849. 
eavTLBKBV,— Allow me to thank 70* moet oordially for itaa very 
kind oObr jntt made to mo throagh Mr. Foreman — an offer which 
•nhanoea the many kindnetiea already reeelTed from iho boroagh of 
ealeehead. Permit me, howof er, moit reepeotfall j to decline it, as I 
feel that my poblio eicrtf one 00 tbie oooasion are toUUj Inadeqaate to 
the ramnneratioo. Any little a»t1tunee I may have glren bas been 
parely incidenUl, and therefore, I tnitt. I may be allowed to retom II 
to that fnnd which year geoeroat, bat at tbe caoM time enlightened and 
politio, nrocfodinge at Wrckenton matt have eo deeply pretted upon. 

It baa ever been my opinion that the cholera, if auaoked and reeitted 
at ill etrlieet approach, by a prompt organization, by rearlett, energetic, 
and liberal ezerUons, might be thorn of nearly all ito malignancy ; and 
I am happy in this opportunity of teetifylng to tbe aotlTO and contlnaed 
ozertione of tbe r*precentaU?ec of tbie Board, daring the prevalence of 
the malady. Tbey looked tbe evil in tbe face— they Mlablitbcd a com- 
potent eaperinlendeoce— they did themteWee what haa been too often 
loft, daring tbie ealamitoatvfiilalion, altogether to tabilitates; and I 
/eel qaite confident that, if similar eondoet had been observed In other 
parts of the kingdom, the deYaslaliont of the diieaso woald have been 
very difibrent from the present. , . „ 

To the Board, and to ttaoso gentlemen epedally, as also to Mr. 
Favoll, great credit Is dae; and I consider myself only performing a 
d«ty I owe. in taking this opportunity, tbe only one tbat presento iUelfj 
of raoording my sense of the exemplary service* I have witnessed. 
I am, Oenllemcn, with tbe greatest respect, 

Toar obedient and bamblo Servant, 

Datid Blaim Wbiti. 
To the Obalrmaa and Board of Gaardians 

of the Gateshead Union. 
Baolved Unanimoutly, — That the Clerk be instructed to 
express to Doctor Wtiite the unanimous thanks of the Board, 
for the very efficient and gratuitous professional services which 
be lendered dorinf the fearful prevalence of Asiatic cholera at 
WrekeotoD. (Signed) JOSEPH ROBSON, 

Cbairnum. 

It wot alio Seaolved Unanimouslt/, 

On the motion of Mr. J. £. Wilkinson, 
Seconded by Mr. John Angus, 
That tbe best thanks of this Board are due, and are hereby 
presented, to the Committee of the Gateshead Guardians, Mr. 
Alderman Smith, and Messrs. D. Hafsgie, W. Cook, and W. 
Doaglas, for their valuable and energetic services, and kind 
attention to the suffering poor, during the late attack of Asiatic 
cholera at Wrekeoton. 
Jt wu alto Unanimously Retolved, 
On the motion of Mr. W. Cook, 
Seconded by Mr. D. Haggie, 
That this Board have heard, with extreme sorrow, of the 
death of Mr. William Rowntree, their late Clerk, and desire to 
record their deep sense of the valuable and efficient services 
which he has rendered in tbe discbarge of his duties as a public 
officer, and that the Vice- Chairman be requested to convey to 
the bereaved members of his family, the strongest feelings of 
sympathy and condolence on tbe part of this Board, and to 
assure them tbat this Board not only unanimously unite in the 
deepest expression of sorrow for the loss which both they and 
tbe public have sustained, but conBdently believe tbat his 
memory will be long held in respectful remembrance by the 
Guardians of the Gateshead Union. 

By order of the Board, 

JOSEPH ROBSON, Cbairmaik 
Board Room, Wett-atreet, Gateshead, Oct. 23, 1849. 

thT African' SLAVE tbade 

AND THE SQUADRON. 

William Hutt, Esq., M.P., was present, by invitation, on 
Monday, Nov. 5, at a poblio meeting in the Guildhall, Neveaatlei 
to receive an addrvss congratulating him upon the result of his 
labours in tbe House of Commons in connection with the 
Afriean Slave Trade, and encouraging him to persevere in the 
cause whieh he has taken in hand. 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Newcastle, J. D. Wba- 
THBRLBT, Esq., took the chair. Among the other gentlemen 



present were George Hawks, Esq., J.P., Mayor of Gateshead ; 
Aldermen Headlam (J.P.), Fife (J.P.), Wilson, and Brockett 
(J.P.); Councillors Althosen, Bell (J.P.)i Cook, Dooglas, 
lonn, and Prockter; and William Loraine (J.P.), William 
Hymers (J.P.), William Kell (Town-Clerk of Gateshead), 
George Crawshay, W. L. Harle, John Jobling, and Francis 
Bennett, Esqrs. 

Mr. Gkorgb Hawks rose and said that he had been ealled 
upon by several of the honourable member^s constituents, and 
by the public generally on both sides the Tyne, to present the 
address which he held in his hand. This duty had been 
devolved upon him (Mr. Hawks) as being,during his mayoral^, 
tbe honourable member's chief constituent ; and it was one 
which he felt considerable pleasure in discharging. (Applause.) 
Without further preface, then, he would proceed to read tho 
address :— 

To WOHam Hutt, Btq., M.P.for the Borotigh of CMeihtad. 

Bia,— We, tbe ondersigned inbabitanU of NewcaeUe and Q at ee b ea d , 
avail oarselves of the Parliamentary recess, and of yoor realdenee in the 
neigbboarhood, to eongratolate yoa on tbe reealt of yonr labours In 
Parliament for the final extinction of the odioae andsbameieaa trafBo la 
slaves. 

Wo deem it the performance of an agreeable daty Co render oar 
thankf to a pabllo servant for his exertions In a great and Important 
oaase; and we are deeply gratified that the time and talenu of a Meas> 
her of tbe Legislatare so olosely connected with this district shoald have 
been devoted to a work so Interesting to all mankind as the beet meana 
of destroying the African Slave Trade. 

We have been, for some time paat.carefally obeervaat of tbe seal and 
ability with which yoa have oondacted tbeinveetigallonof theCommittoo 
of the Hoase of Commons appointed to consider the best means which 
Oreat Britain can adopt for providing for the final extinetion of the 
Slave Trade ; and we cordially concar in the oonoloalon yoa have 
arrived at. 

We are strongly of opinion that the tralBe in African slaves eon never 
be extlngalshed by mere physical force. The slave^ealers, oroal, rack- 
less, bat skilfaliy organlxed, are proved, by all experionee, to bo 
nnconqaerable by the ancient and ordinary agencies of the oannon and 
tbe sword. 

We believe that a naval force on the eoast of Africa is attended with 
no advantage whatever to tbe oaase of civilisation and bamanity :— that, 
on tbe contrary, while merebanu and planters hold oat the temptation 
of large prioee for haman beings, the trafBo in slavee will oontinoe, io 
spite of fleets and armaasents. 

We are convinced that tbe bravery of oar officers and seamen on tho 
eoast of Africa is, too freqaently, only wasted fn sorrow and sickness; 
and testimony of andoabted character bas esUblitbed, again and again* 
that the African Squadron bas efreoted no real diminution of the Slave 
Trade on the coast of the African continent. 

If, therefore, lives are lost witboat reealt— if treaeoro is spent withoat 
effeot- if oar proceedings to cheek tbe Slave Trade merely give additions 
to its atrodty and craelty— it becomes a fairqaestlon fortbcLeglslataro 
of this eonntry. whether we ongbt to oontinuo a system so defective in 
principle and so dlsaatroas in ezeeation. 

We are anzloas to preserve the peace of the world— we are desiroas to 
maintain oar national honoar— and wo wish, too, to strike the fetter 
fh>m the slave wherever be may be foand. With these views wo hope 
sincerely tbat tbe Legislatare will speedily revise a scheme of policy 
wniob expends both blood and treasure without effiBOting these or any 
otber apparently asefal ol^sote. 

We trost that, in year plaoe In Parilament, yoa will oontinuo your 
exertions 1 n this greatoaase. A mass of pablie opinion cUarly cobteidos 
with yoa ; and the more the detaiU of the question are investigated, the 
more vividly, we feel convinced, will the truth appear, that the African 
Sqaadron for the suppreesion of the Slave Trade is a practical error, 
and, on national, economical, and flsoral groands, ooght to bo dlaoon* 
tinned. 

Such was the addivss ; and, be repeated, be had great pleasare 
in presenting it to his friend and representative, Mr. Hutt. A 
more hononrable, able, useful member of parliament could 
hardly be found. With singular zeal and industry he had 
laboured for the correction of a policy which, having for its 
object the suppression of the Slave Trade, only aggravated the 
sufierings of tbe negroes; He trusted that Mr. Hutt would go baek 
to parliament, and continue his efforts for the removal ot this great 
evil. He quite agreed with that clause of the address which 
declared that it was idle to attempt the extinction of the Slave 
Trade by physical force— by the agency of the oannon and tha 
sword. The project was well-intentioned ; but the theory upon 
which it was bnilt, however plausible, had been shown by expe- 
rienoo to be unsound. He could only hope tbat some more 
effectual remedy would be discovered, and that this foul blot 
upon modem civilization — the atrocious traffic in human 
beings— would be wiped away. (Applause.) With these few 
remarks he would place in the bands of the honourable member 
what be might be allowed to eall (for it was not written by him) 
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the werf exoeUeDt address which had been entrusted to him for 
presentation. (Applaose.) 

The Matok of Nbwcastle said, before callinfr upon Mr. 
Hatt to reply, he mast express the great pleasure which it gate 
hioB to preside over so respectable a meeting, and on such an 
oeeasion. (Applause.) He felt, in common with the gentle- 
men aronnd him, how Incumbent it was upon them publicly to 
return thanks to the worthy member for Gateshead lor his 
indefatigable exertions to abolish a futile plan for the suppres- 
■ion of the Slave Trade, preparatory to a wiser and more effeo- 
taal effort for the destruction of that vile and inhuman traffic. 
(Applause.) filood had been lavishly shed, and millions of 
pounds expended, in a vain attempt to put down the trade in 
slaves by brute foree. Still the market was supplied as abun- 
dantly as ever. Some other means must be tried ; and they 
must all wish success to the honourable member for Gates- 
head, and fed happy to encourage him in his endeavours to 
accomplish his righteous objects. (Applause.) 

Mr. HcTT, having risen to acknowledge the address, was 
received with general applause, and spoie as follows:— Mr. 
Mayor of Newcastle, Mr. Mayor of Gateshead^ and Gentle- 
men,— Although I am well aware that motives very different 
from mere personal regard have induced you to notice, in this 
conspicuous manner, the accordance of your views on those 
measures by which tnis country has long sought to extingoish 
the Slave Trade— although I am very sensihle that this address 
has been prompted hy public considerations alone— it is impos- 
sible that I can receive sucb a manifestation of support, or 
listen to such expressions of approval, without very strong 
feelings of gratification and thankfulness. (Cheers.) This 
demonstration is indeed peculiarly acceptable to me, on account 
of the circumstances in which I am now placed as to the 
African blockade. I have for years contended that the policy 
of this country, in regard to the Slave Trade, is a mistaken and 
a delusive policy— that it lowers the moral inflaence of Eng- 
land by associating its great eflorts with incompetence and 
failure, and by forcing it to hear from foreign states the habi- 
tual violation of its solemn treaty - engagements — that it 
involves every year a vast sacrifice of national revenue, and a 
more fearful destruction of the lives of our seamen, while the 
odious and constant interference which it compels with the just 
pretensions of rival nations is every day on the point of compro- 
mising the peace of the worid. (Cheers.) Such 1 believed to 
be the price we paid for our suppression-adventures. I then 
looked the other way. I endeavoured to estimate what we 
gained by them. The Slave Trade was more active than ever. 
(Cheers.) It had increased since we undertook to put it down 
(cheers); while the expedients we resorted to had augmented, 
to a degree from which every humane and religious man must 
shrink with horror, the sufferings and the slaughter of the 
African race. (Loud cheers.) T saw that this state of things 
had been going on for more than thirty years, and that it was 
likely to go on lor ever, unless some individual would make an 
earnest effort to stop it. Well* I made that effort (Cheers.) 
Respecting as I do the character and feelings of many persons 
whom I found unhappily opposed to me in the task I bad 
undertaken, I avoided rather than solicited any exhibition of 
popular sympathy in favour of my views. 1 determined to try 
on my opponents the effects of reason and of well-established 
facts. With this purpose I carefully spread before them the 
whole of that evidence which had brought conviction to my 
mind, and which I perceive has made so deep an impression 
upon yours. What was the resultf Instead of altering their 
faith in the virtue of men of war for extingoishinv the Slave 
Trade, I only thereby, as was avowed by Lord Palmerston, 
induced them to cling to such expedients the more, and to 
insist on the continued use of them with greater confidence and 
expectation. Well, then, fearincr that the Government is about 
to give an additional sanction to that policy which has been 
condemned by four and thirty years of disastrous experience— 
knowing a Committee of the House of Lords, with the Bishop 
of Oxford at its head, has come to resolutions for the purpose 
of upholding the unhappy infatuation of the Government- 
believing that in consequence of the admitted worthlessness of 
the existing system we are threatened with an African blockade 
more extensive, more costly to the country, more cruel to the 
African, and more signally abortive than ever — under these 
circumstances, I rejoice that a body of gentlemen, some of them 
distinguished like yourself, Mr. Mayor, by the honourable and 



well-earned confidence of thdr fellow.citiienfl, and all of them 
men whose honour, intelligence, and independence of character 
give great weight to any opinions they have deliberately 
formed, have come forward to pronounce their judgment on the 
question at issue. (Applause.) You have observed in your 
address that testimony of the most undoubted character has 
established, again and again, the inefficiency of this system. I 
believe that not only all testimony, but that almost all authority 
is against it. It is remarkable how emphatically the system 
has been denounced by the eminent men who, at one time or 
another, had been instrumental to creating or applying it. 
After it had been seven years in operation, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, acting on the views of Mr. Canning, formally deelaied 
to the Congress of Verona, that unless the efforts at forcibly 
suppressing the Slave Trade met in future with more success 
than had then attended them, it would have been well for the 
cause of humanity if they had never been undertaken. 
The Slave Trade with Brazil is far more extensive now than 
when this remarkable declaration was made. (Sensation.) After 
further experience, in 1840, Mr. Fowell Button, one of the 
most ardent promoters of the blockade, nublished a formal 
recantation of the opinions which had led him to recommend it 
After all the millions we had expended— which at that time he 
estimated at fifteen millions sterling— afier all the valuable 
lives we had sacrificed in a mistaken experiment to extininiish 
the Slave Trade by force— he said we had left the Slave Trade 
worse than ever— far more extensive and more horrible :— we 
must now resort to other expedients. The venerated Thomas 
Clarkson, the founder of the Anti-Slavery Society, cordially 
agreed with Mr. Fowell Buxton, as he explained in a petition 
to the House of Commons in (I think) 1845. The greatest 
authority is behind. In the spring of the present year. Sir 
Charles Hotham, who baa commanded the African squadron 
for nearly three years, returned to this country from that 
' employmeoL Sir Charles Hotham occupies the very first rank 
in our naval service. He was specially selected for this difficult 
duty on the coast of Africa by Lord Auckland on account of his 
eminent qualificationa as an officer and as a man. Well! it 
being known that Sir Charles Hotham had arrived in London, 
be was immediately examined before Committees of both 
Houses of Parliament respecting the extinction of the Slave 
Trade. What did he say f He acreed with the Duke of Wel- 
lington— he agreed with Powell Buxton. He told the Parlia- 
mentary Committees, not only that naval armamenu would 
never put down the Slave Trade, but that they had noteodencT 
to put it down. The extent of the Slave Trade, he said, 
depended solely on the extent of the demand for slave labour— 
and that it behoved the wisdom of Pariiament to alter, if possi- 
ble, the character of that demand, and not, after the demand 
had been created, to waste the cnerKies and resources and to 
degrade the honour of England by fruitless efforts to stay an 
irresistible supply. (A loud burst of cheering followed this 
sentence.) Such was the judgment of this distinguished offi- 
cer, speaking with more practical knowledge of the subject than 
any other living man, and giving evidence, let it be remem- 
bered, in opposition to the pet project of a powerful Minister of 
the day. (Applause.) I have the highest authority for saying 
that the opinion of every intelligent officer in the British Navy 
who has had recent experience of the coast of Africa coincidea 
with the opinion of Sir Charles Hotham. Perhaps you maj 
think that a system placed under such a weight of condemnatioo 
is already abolished— that with such a mass of evidence and ol 
argument, of fact and of authority against it, it is only neces- 
sary to call the notice of Parliament to it to secure its abandon- 
ment Not so fast The system of blockading Africa has very 
numerous friends both in and out of Parliament— yes ! and able 
and powerful ones too. No man can question the great abilities 
of Lord Palmerston. The abilities of that noble person, in 
conjunction with his strong will, would probably give him the 
ascendancy in any Cabinet or in any Council of which he is a 
member. Now Lord Palmerston, who is an enthusiast upon 
no other earthly aobject, is an enthusiast about the renown 
which England will acquire, at some distant and indefinite 
date, by his having extinguished the Slave Trade by force of 
arms. Another noble lord is a devoted partisan of this cause — 
Lord Denman. Lord Denman deservedly enjoys great consi- 
deration in this country. I should be sorry to Impeach the 
singleness of his pnrnose or the kindness of his heart. But the 
experience which converted Clarkson and Buxton, and a host 
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«f Other kind-hearted and elear.siitfated men, has been thrown 
•way npon Lord Denman. He will not bear of abandoning the 
omsade. It throws him into a passion to thiok of iL Con. 
scientions man as He is, he would gladly incur the responsibi. 
lity of the blood of thousands of human beingSy poured out year 
after year without hope or intermission, rather than entertain 
any plan for abolishing the Slave Trade which involves the 
withdrawal of men of war. But the system has other sup- 
porters. It is supported by that spirit ol sentimental and 
trading philanthropy which is, at least in England, one of the 
most mischievous cbaracteristies of our time. (Protracted 
applause.) It is supported by that blind and self-idolizing 
fanaticism which in former ages sent the armies of Europe to 
desolate Asia in the name of Religion, and which in later 
times, and in a land nearer to our own, has more than once 
trampled down the best institutions of Freedom in the name of 
Liberty. (Applause.) While such are our opponents, I san 
promise you no easy victory ; bat this I can promise you— that 
the baUle shall be joined. (Cheers.) Even if I were weak 
enough to shrink from putting the finishing hand to a work 
which has cost me no common labour and anxietj, the French 
treaty— the French-squadron treaty— which expires, I think, 
next year, wuuld necessarily bring the subject under the deli- 
1>eration of Parliament. But I shall not be found wanting to 
the cause. I promise you, tn reply to that part of your address, 
that at an early period of next session, I will submit a motion 
to the House of Commons by which the will of that assembly 
shall be definitely expressed upon the question. (Cheers.) 
And, gentlemen, when I shall approach the execution of that 
arduous and responsible doty, I know that I shall gratefully 
eall to mind the proceedings of this day; and sure I am that I 
shall gather strength and confidence from the reflection that 
the favour and good.will of those whom on every occasion and 
in every cause I should mo«t wish to have for my associates, 
are attendins on the issue of my exertions. (Mr.Hutt resumed 
his seat amid loud and genersl cheers.) 

On the motion of Mr. Hutt, seconded by Mr. Hawks, 
thanks were given to the Mayor of Newcastle, and the meeting 
separated. 



AN A B S T R A C T of the TREASURER'S 
ACCOUNTS of his RECEIPTS and PAYMENTS on 
Account of "THE BOROUGH FUND" of GATESHEAD, 
for the Year ending the 31st of August, 1849, prepared pursuant 
to 6 and « William IV., c. 76. s. 43. htc« pursuani 

RECEIPTS. 
Balance in the Treaaarer*s hands on the 31st of 
August,1848 £434 12 5 

RBNT8. 

Trusteesof Durham Turnpike for use of Room .. 15 

BOROUQH RATES. 

Borough Rate of twopence in the pound, 
payable on the 24th of October, 1848, 
by the Parish of Gateshead £851 11 10 

Borough Rate of three-half pence in the 
pound, payable on the 24th of Ja- 
nuary, 1849, by the Parish of Gates- 
head 263 14 

Borough Rate of threchalfpence in the 
pound, payable on the 24th of April, 
1849, by the Parish of Gateshead, less 
four shillings receipt sUmp 263 10 

Borough Rate of one penny in the 
pound, payable on the 24th of July, 
1849, by the Parish of Gateshead, less 
two shillings and sixpence receipt 
sump 175 13 e 

Borough Rate ol twopence in the pound 
on that part of the Chapelry of 
Heworth which is within the Borough 
of Gateshead, payable on the 24th of 
Oetober,1848 5 10 

Borough Rate of three-halfpence in the 
pound for ditto, payable on the 24th 
of January, 1849 4 2 6 

Borough Rate of three-halfpence in the 
pound for ditto, payable on the 24th 
olApn],1849 4 2 6 



Borough Rate of one penny in the 
pound for ditto, payable on the 24th 
ofJuly,1849 3 15 

Balance of year's Watch Rate for the 
year ending 24th December, 1848 . . 133 10 8 

Watch Rate of one penny in the pound 
payable on the 24th of June, 1849, on 

account of the first half-year lOO 

1304 10 

MISCBLLAHROUS. 

Interest allowed by Bankers on this Account .... 9 4 9 
PAYMENTS. £1749 12 2 

8ALARIB8, PENSIONS, AND ALLOWANCBS TO MUNICIPAL 
OFFICERS. 

William Kell, Town Cleck, one year's 

salary, due 1st of July, 1849 £110 

William Wylam, Treasurer, moiety of 

year's salary, due March, 1848, the 

other moiety being paid out of the 

Gateshead Street Act Commissioners' 

fund 5 

Samuel E. Pearse, Treasurer, moiety of 

year's salary, doe 9th Marob, 1849.. 5 
Hugh Wilson, High Constable, year's 

salary, due 9th of March, 1849.... 2 2 

122 2 

RBNTS, RATBS, TASKS, AND INSURANCES. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Fire Office Pre- 
mium on Insurance of £2,000 on 

Town Hall and Offices 4 10 

Assessed Taxes for Townhall and 

Police Lodgings in Oakwellgate .... 4 14 6 

Poor Rate for ditto 5 11 

Street Act Assessment for ditto 2 5 

Watch Rate for ditto 6 8 

17 7 2 

POLICE AND CONSTABLES. 

Policemen's Wages, minut Rent of 
LodrioKS 847 2 5' 

John F. Brett, Policemen's Clothes .. 44 12 6 

John Taylor, Policemen's Boots 8 1 7 

Messrs. Anderson & Miller, Policemen's ■ 
Hats 8 19 6 

John Blakey, Policemen's Boots 7 12 8 

Messrs. Spencer, Brown, & Capper, for 
Policemen^ Clothes 24 18 

Dr. JoUie, for Medical Attendance on 
the Police Force, one year 10 18 6 

John Abbot & Company, Repairing 

Lamns 3 3'4 

John Colman, Oil for Police Lanterns, 4 10 

Edward Bell, for Smith Work 3 7 7{ 

Coals for Town Hall and Police-sta- 
tions 12 18 10 

Union Gas Company, for Liithting 
Town Hall and Police Stations, and 
Repairing Fittings 12 14 7 

Newcastle Subscription Water Com- 
pany, one year's Rent, for Town 

Hall and Police Stations 2 2 

991 1 64 

RBPAIRS, ETC. 

John Pearson, Slating Town Hall .... 29 12 
William Humble, Painting and Glaz- 
ing ditto 118 6 

31 10 6 

PRINTING, ADTBRTISINO, AND STATIONBRT. 

William Douglas, for Printing 15 

Proprietors of Oatetkead Observer* for 

Advertising, &c 26 13 6 

Messrs. Lambert, lor Stationery 6 

41 19 6 

LAW BXPEN8ES. 

Messrs. Kell k Apedaile, Proceedings 
against the York, Newcastle, and 
Berwick Railway Company, for 
penalties for not completing the New 

Street in Gateshead 116 5 

116 5 
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PRINCIPAL PAID on AMD IKTBRBtT. 

Messrs. Rttther ford & Hooter, one year's 
Interest on £1300 Mortgave on 
Town Hall, due Istot May, 1849 .. 56 16 

56 16 

MI8CBLLANBOU8. 

Contribation to Repairing and Illumi- 
nating the Clock in St. Mary's 
Cbcrch Tower 60 

Sundry Expenses on Perambulating 
the Borough Boundaries 9 19 4 

Bellringers on the abote Perambula. 
tion 2 2 

62 1 4 

Balance in the Treasurer's band on account of the 

BoroughFond 310 9 1} 

_1 £1749 12 2 

An ABSTRACT or thb TREASURER'S RECEIPTS and 
PAYMENTS ON Account of thb *« POLICE SUPER- 
ANNUATION FUND." 

RECEIPTS. 

Dedactions's from Policemen's Salaries £27 1 

P.C. Honisb/s Forfeiture '. 10 

Interest allowed by Bankers on this Account . . 3 6 

^ • PAYMENTS. £28 4 6 
Balance in the Treasurer's hands on this Ac- 
count £28 4 6 

We, the Auditors of the Borough of Gateshead, have 
Examined and Audited the foregoing Accounts, and found 
them correct. 

F. P. lONN, Mayor's Auditor. 

HUGH WILSON, \ BnaoMSM' Auditors 
C. F. SPRINGMANN, f B^^^^ssM Auditors. 

WILLLAM KELL, 

: Townhall, Gateshead, Sept., 1849. Town Clerk. 

. » 

KING JAMES'S HOSPITAL. 

On Tuesday, Nor. 6, a meeting having been convened of 
the Rector, Four >and-Twenty, and Chnrchwardens, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen assembled in the vestry-room of St. Mary's 
ehnrch, Gateshead, " respecting King James's Hospital Cha> 
rity," namely: — Messrs. Joseph Price, William Hymers, 
James Pollock, William Kell, Edmnnd Graham, Cornelius 
Garbntt, John Colman, Benjamin Matchitt, John Russell, 
Ralph Wylam, and John Liftter. . 

Mr. Cornelius Garbutt, Senior Churohwarden,was ealled 
to the chair, and read the notice of meeting. 

Mr. Kell then read a Report , from the Committee ap- 
pointed by the Select Vestry, comprising the letters of the 
Bishop and the Rector to Mr. Aid. Potts^ and the alterations 
in the statutes of King James's Hospital, inserted in the 
Observer of the 20th Oct. The report then went on to 
observe :— 

Toar Committee do not preione to taT whether they were Jottifled 
in the ezpeotetion, bat they oertainly did ezpeet that the propoeed site, 
rations would h«ve been sabmitted to them, in order that yon, m repre- 
eenting the paiibhioners of Gateihead, might heve bad an opportonity 
of taggeeting tabfeete for improTement which woald have given satiiflw- 
tion to the pnblio, and have added to the asefolnete of the hotpitai ; and 
yovr Committee are of opinion that the.raeent alterationi are not of aneh 
a.eharaoter as to effeet either the one or the other. 

The alteration in the ■eoondobaptfr,ooneemiDg the Brethren, whereby 
two Toanger Brethren are added to the ten ordered to be appointed by 
Bishop Barrington'i statates, does not in oar opinion provide for the 
eireamstanees of the hospital ; for the ten Yonnger Brethren have never 
received above J IS of the £25 allotted to them by Bishop Barrington't 
afotntes. The Bishop of Darham, in his letter to onr Chairman of tho 
29th of Aoaast, 1848, stated that in Mr. Stoddart's opinion the ineomo 
of the bospital was likely to decrease; and in hie own, that the present 
aurplns might be ae well, if not better, employed In adding to the oom- 
forte of the existing Brethren, than by a mere addition to their namber. 
The alteration now ander oonsideration shows that the Bishop has seen 
reason to change that opinion. Upon the sabjeet of the inorease of tho 
fends sinee the Aot of 1811 igre reUin the opinion expressed in our firat 
report; and if some parties should be inclined to doabt the propriety of 
our adherence to that opinion, we can only say that both the Bishop and 
the Master have oarefally prevented our having any reason to chenKe \L 

With reference to the alteration in chapter three, concerning Divine 
Service, two fall services are required to be performed by the Chaplain 
every Lord's day<-one in the chapel ol the hospital, and the other in 
the school-room at Friars Goose; and tho Chaplain is alto rrquir^ to 



perform the fdneral services on the Lord's day at the ohapel. Tk^ 
chapel and the schooUroom are nearly two miles distant from each other 
by the shortest road with which we are aoquainted; and should the 
Chaplain happen to labour under Infirmity, the duties would be very 
onerous, and might be impracticable. The duty at the school-room at 
Friars Goose, and the funeral servieec at the ohapel, are new to the 
Chaplain, having hitherto been performed by one of the curatee of Gatea- 
bead. We must also remark that the Act of 1811 only authorises the 
Bishop to make sututes "concerning Divine Worship to be performed 
in the $aid hospital." 

With regard to chapter four, we shall refer to the third clause first, ae 
It has reference to the subject last treated upon. Tho Chaplain's salary 
is raised from £40 to jp70, while in onr opinion bis duties are raised In 
a much greater proportion; and the alteration is simply a relief to tho 
Beetory of Gateshiad at the expense of the Younger Brethren of thie 
hospiul. Nay .* even the fees for the funeral services to be performed 
by the Chaplain are not directed to go to the Hoepital Fund, or to the 
Chaplain who earns them, but are to be retained by the Rector. We 
desired to see an adequate addition to the salary of the Chaplain, without 
such an extensive transfer of the dutiee of others to him. 

As to clause first, we entirely approve of the power given to the 
Matter to advance money to the Younger Brethren during each year, 
and of the direction that the balance to be retained by him shall not 
exceed £90. 

As to clause second, H legalises a practice which it declaree to have 
prevailed in past years, of supplying both classee of Brethren with 
olothec, and thereby admits that the Elder Brethren's olothes have 
hitherto been supplied at the expense oi the Younger Brethren, while 
the latter were receiving much lees than the annual sum allotted to them 
by the statutes. 

As to clause four, which is stated to bo for the purpose of eeouring a 
dear and full statement of the reoeipto and expenditure, the annual 
returns required by the sututes of Bishop Barringlon are required to 
be made to the Bishop on the S5th ot March. Now the annual returns 
required by Bishop Barrington's statutes are only of*' the names of the 
Brethren, tho dates of their respective admissions, and the sum of money 
divided between the Younger Brethren in the preceding year," and not 
of the receipts and expenditure, as mentioned in our first report. 

This (said Mr. Kell) was the Report of the Committee. Thej 
had simply set forth the character and effect of the alterations 
made in the statutes bj the Bishop. They had given th« 
facts unaccompanied by any farther comment or recommen- 
dation, and they now left the matter in the hands of the Yestiy. 

On the motion of Jambs Pollock, Esq., J.P., the report 
was received and adopted. 

William Htmers, Esq., J.P., said he was still of opinion 
that there should have been a greater increase in the number 
of the Younger Brethren. According to the facts which he 
had ascertained, there was an annual income of £865 16b. 
Deducting tithes, taxes, repairs, clerk, cleaning, &c., there 
would remain about £765; so that the number of Younger 
Brethren might easily have been extended to twenty. It 
was strange, therefore, under these circumstances, to say 
tliat as soon as the income was sufficiently increased two 
other Younger Brethren idiould be appointed, when ten 
might have been added. 

Alter a short conversation, during which it was suggested 
that the House of Commons should be moved to order a 
Return of the income and expenditure of the charity, it was 
resolved, on the motion of Mr. John Colman, seconded by 
Mr. B. Matchitt, that a copy of the Report of the Committee 
be transmitted to the Bishop of Durham; that the Committee 
be continued in office; and that it be left to their discretion 
to convene another vestry-meeting whenever they might see 
it to be desirable. 

The convenience for divine worship at Friar's Goose having 
been named, Mr. Htmbrs said that if the monies receivea 
since 1811, and not applied as the statutes directed, had been 
funded, there would nave been a sufficient sum in hand both 
to buUd and endow a church; and a church was very much, 
wanted on that side of the parish. 

The meeting now separated. 



MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 
Gatbshbad, Nov. 9.— The minutes ot the last meeting hav- 
ing been read, Mr. Aid. Cummins rose to propose the reelection 
of George Hawks, Esq., to the office of Mayor, and remarked 
that it would have ill become him to do so, had there not been 
one feeling — one sentiment, not only in the Council, but 
throughout the whole borough, respecting the propriety of 
such reaDpointment. When they remembered the way in 
which the present Mayor and Mrs. Maypress had represented 
the Corporation on several important occasions, they would all 
feel as mucb pleasure in supporting, as be did in proposing,. 
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tlie reeteetioD of Mr. Havki to (be higUj Hnpoitaiit ofioe of 
Jf ayob-^Hr. Joieph Bobfoa leeondfld tlie |irapoaitio». H* 
•freed that only ooe opinioo exitted in the bonragh m to the 
propjietj of Mr. Cnamtns's pnpoiitioii: Mr. Hawhs had 
filled the ofiee in the most efficient manner. £lectioo« of 
ehief magittrate weie going on throaghoot the oountcj , bat in 
DO boroagh in Englaad wonld a more worthj Mayor be eleeted 
than the one whieh lionld be that day elected in Oatethead.— 
The proposition was received with several roonds of applaate, 
and earned noanimoasly.— The Mayer said, he thanked the 
Coancil for the honour they had now conferred npon him for 
the third time. To Mr. CaaminB and Mr. Robson he was 
obliged. No gentleman was better enabled to judge of the 
wishes of the town than Mr. Robson, from his long acquaintr 
anoe with public matters. Many gentlemea around him were 
well oealined to fill the office, but he took it for gmoled that 
they nad made up their minds to m him th is complimentia 
consideration of his connection with certain great works at 
present progressing in the town. His best exertions should at 
all times be used m their senrice, as he studied the benefit of 
the town above all euthly thinp.— The oaths were then 
administered before Messrs. Brockelt and Cummins, two of the 
Magistrates, and the Mayor was reinstated ia his chair, amid 
the applause of the Council.— Mr. Aid. Broekett, at some 
length, congratulated the Mayor on the important events 
which had occuned during his municipal year. He Celt glad 
that the chair was filled by so able a gentleman on the first 
^occasion of a visai of Royalty e his conduct on that oeoasion 
had the unanimous approval of the people of Gateshead. He 
also instanced the formation of the publie sewer, as the first 
step towards the sanitary improvement of the borough, and 
was the proudest passage in his municipal life. Another 
^rarious incident, the appearanee that day in the newspapers of 
an advertisement from the Corporation of Newcastle— a notice of 
their intention to apply for powers to place the river Tyne in 
commission.- The Mayor stated that he had received a notifi- 
cation from the Board of Healtli in London, stating that 
Robert Rawlinson, Esq., would attend on the 3BthiBst.,to hear 
evidence and inspect the sanitaiy condition of the town.— The 
Town Improvement and Pirliamentary Committees were 
appointed to meet him, and assist the Town Clerk in the 
iavestiiation.^The different Committees' Reports were then 
read— that of the Town Improvement and Watch Committee 
prodaeing some difference of opinion. Mr. Cook proposed that 
the subfeet of closing a footpath in H^est-street should stand 
over until next meeting, which was carried. The different 
Committees and Aldermen of Wards were then appointed.— 
The Mayor announced that a sermon, in aid of the Gatesbead 
Dispensary, would be preached at St. Mary's chureb, on Sun- 
day, when he would be happy to meet as many of the members 
as could attend on the occasion. It was an excellent cbarlty, 
and worthy of support It was ultimately agreed that the 
Council should meet at tbe Towoball, and proceed from thence 
to tbe church— the Mayor and Town Clerk in their robes of 
office. The Mayor also intimated his intention to request a 
general cessation of business on Thursday next, being the day 
appointed (or public thanksgiving to the Almighty for the 
abatement of the cholera in the land.— The meeting broke up; 
but in tbe evening the Council reiissembled at Miss Murray s, 
the Half Moon inn, and dined together, (Aid. Cummins in 
the chair). 

NBWCA8TLB-I7PON.TTNB. — The Mayor (Capt J. D. 
Woatherley) read part of a letter from Sir George Grey, Bart., 
which (after ackoowledffing tbe receipt of a present from the 
inmates of the Royal Victoria Blind Asylum to the Queen,) 
expressed the great pleasure which tbe right honourable baro- 
net had experienced from his visit to Newcastle in attendance 
upon Her Bfaiesty,and commended the excellent arrangements 
of the authorities. (Applause.) Mr. Aid. Lamb then proposed 
that Mr. Aid. Armstrong be eleeted to the offioe of Mayor; and 
the nomination was seconded by Mr. Robinson. Mr. Joseph 
Crawhall was proposed bv Mr. Aid. Proctor, and seconded by 
Mr. Ingledew; and Mr. Crawhall observed, that if the Council 
should elect bim, he would accept the office. He also explained , 
4n reply to Sir John Fife (who expressed his intention to vote 
for the candidate that was favourable from the first to the 
principle of the Municipal Corporations Act), that when the 
Corporation Commissioners came to NeweastlCi he inquired, at 
«.meeting of the old Council, if he or auy other member would 



be at Bber^ to ^nwtr an a witaesi. He pvt the ^oertiea 



Council was in favour of the membtn going beCora the Com. 
missioners, if ther or any of them thought ptoper to do so ; and 
it would be found, on turning to the report of the proceedings, 
that he went before the Commissionen, and declared his 
opiQioa to be nnfaroureble to the prineiple of self-deotion. 
(Applause.) He did not fed himself to be at liberty to go into 
the jobbing of the old Corporatioo; hut, as a member of the 
Council, jobbing had always found in him a determiaed oppo- 
nent (Applauses) — The questios, after disewiioB, was pvt to 
the vote :— 



voa couMCXLLomcaiwaAUi. 
Aldermsn Pro«tor. 
Alderman SiUiek. 
Ooondllor Ingledew. 



OooBolUor Stekoe. 
Oouiief llor Preston. 
OoaneiUor Bamap. 
Ommelilor Brown. 
Goandllor Onwiton. 
Oeoaeillor Dale. 
Oooneillor Ohalcr. 
OonnaUlorLiddell. 
OomieUlor Onwball, 
Cowielitor Turner. 
CMBOIIlor Barn. 
Ooaneillor JobUng. 
Oovnelllor SaDderson. 
ConneUlor Taylor, 
Oeandllor Clark. 
OooaelUor Ball. 
Ooaneillor J, Olbeon. 
Ooandller BlaekweU. 
Ooaneillor Foreter. 
Oeanef Uor Finlay. 



warn AuixBHAv AaxsnoMe. 
Tbe Maf or. 

Alderman Donkin. 
Alderflsan Fife. 
Aldannan Pottv. 
Alderman Hodgieii. 
Aldflnaan Lamb. 
Aldanmoiriel»l. 
Alderauui Loeb. 
Alderman Oarr. 



Ooaneillor Harle. 
Ooaneillor BoWnooo. 
OonadUorBamU. 
CoanoiUora. Lambert. 
Ooaneillor J, T. Oarr. 
OoandllorJoboBldlef. 
Ooaneillor Lowrey. 
Ooaneillor €hray. 
OonneUlor PMUpoon. 
Ooaneillor Dodda. 
Ooaneillor Bargate. 
Ooaneillor Tbonma Bldley. 
Ooaneillor K. O. Lambert. 

WBCTRAI.. 

Alderaum 6. T. Dann. 

Ooaadllav John Oarr. 
Alderman T. Dann. Goanelllor B. Parker. 

OoaneUlor Niebol. OoaneiUor A. Parker. 

Ooaneillor Keenlyddo. 
Mr. Crawhall, on taking the chair (which Capt. Weatherley 
vacated after declaring the poll), was received with loud cheers, 
and said that he felt proud of the honour which had been con- 
ferred upon him — the more especially as he owed his election 
to the votes of gentlemen from many of whom he difliered in 
political opinions. He and they would continue to retain their 
opinions, Imt he should know no distinction of party in the 
discharge of his public duties ; be trusted, too, to remain on 
terms of friendship with every gentleman in that room ; and 
perhaps he might be allowed to say, after a thirty yean' expe- 
rience of his excellent wife, that he had every assurance, from 
what he knew of her, that she would do everything that lay in 
her power to perform to their satisfaction, and to the satisfac- 
tion of the town, those duties which were devolved upon her by 
his election. (Applause.) — Mr. Alderman Armstrong wished 
also to observe, tnat he bore bis defeat with stoical philosophy, 
and should harbour no animosity against any member of that 
Council, (Applause.) He congratulated his opponent on his 
success, and wistied bim health and happiness in the enjoy- 
ment of his hard.won honours. (Applause— which was increased 
when tbe worthy Alderman and the Mayor shook hands.) 
Thanks were then voted to the late Mayor, by acclamation, on 
tbe motion of Mr. Ormston (in the absence of Dr. Headlam), 
seconded by Mr. Aid. Dunn. Captain Weatherley returned 
thanks. The year 1849, he observed, would ever live in his 
memory as the year in which his Sovereign had acknowledged 
the humble servioes he had rendered to his country under that 
renowned commander, the Duke of Wellington, and in which, 
too, bis fdlow-townsmen had conferred upon him tbe highest 
honour which they had to power to Iwstow. (Applause.) Nor 
could he forget tbe year that followed — tbe year 1849 — in 
which, as Mayor of Newcastle, he was brought into the personal 
presence of Her Majesty, and bad the further honour of shaking 
hands with His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the heir- 
apparent to the throne of this great empire. (Applause.)— The 
Council proceeded to the election of Sheriff; and Mr. Ralph 
Dodds having been nominated by Mr. Aid. Hodgson and 
seconded by Mr. Bumup, was chosen unanimously ; whereupon 
Mr. Dodds brie6y made his acknowledgments; and (on the 
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motion of Mr. Aid. AmiBtroDff, seconded by Sir John Fife,) 
thanks were voted to the late Sheriff, Mr. Lambert— Routine 
basiness was transacted.— On the motion of Mr. Harle, a com- 
mittee was appointed to obtain for Newcastle the privilege of 
Gk>f emment assistanoe towards defraying the costs of prosecu. 
tions and of maintaining oonvicts.—- The Town Clerk reported 
that he had had in interview with the Directors of the York, 
Newcastle, and Berwick Company, on the subject of the ap- 
proaches to the lower roadway of the High Level Bridge. The 
Directors expressed an opinion that the Corporation oaght to 
make them, and, at any rate, wished them to give notice of an 
intention to apply for parliamentary powers. — The Council 
having resolved to give notice, Mr. Pbilipson proposed that the 
line specified be by SL Nicholas' chorcb. Mr. Burnop submitted 
an amendment for powers to take any of the property as far west 
as Westgate-street ; but Mr. Philipson's motion was adopted. — 
A letter was read from the Treasury declining to allow Mr. 
Brown to be a receiver for the Corporation in the custom boose ; 
and the Collector therefore got the appointment— Adioumed to 
December 13. 

Stockton.— Alderman Trotter, surgeon, was nominated by 
Alderman Wade, seconded by Alderman Skinner, and unani- 
mously elected Mayor. 

Sunderland.— Mr. Alderman Reed nominated Mr. Alder- 
man William Ord for the office of Mayor. The nomination 
was seconded by Mr. Alderman Allison, supported by Mr. 
Alderman Robert Brown and Mr. William Mordey, and carried 
unanimously. Thanks were voted to Mr. Simpson, the retiring 
Mayor, on the motion of Mr. Alderman R. Brown, seconded by 
Mr. Alderman Nicholson. A vacancy was declared in the 
office of Alderman, Sir Hedworth Williamson having been six 
months an absentee. 

North SHiELoa.— William Linskill, Esq., took his seat in 
the chair at noon, supported by Sanderson Ilderton and George 
Rippon, £s<irs, Tbit being the first meeting of the Tynemouth 
town-council, six Aldermen were to be elected. The choice fell 
upon Couneillors Liokskill (16), Pow (16), Bartleman (15), 
Mease (15), Spencer (12), and Poppelwell (9). Votes were also 
recorded for Councillors Twizell (5), Shotton (4), Richmond (3), 
Carr (3), Owen (2), and E. H. Greenhow (1). Alderman Pow 
proposed that Alderman Linikill be the first Mayer of Tyne- 
mouth. Alderman Mease seconded the motion, and it 'was 
carried unanimously. Mr. W. Davison proposed that Mr. T. 
C. Lietch be elected Town-Clerk. Alderman Spencer seconded 
the motion. Mr. E. H. Greenhow proposed Mr. Tinley, and 
was seconded by Mr. Robsoo. The meeting went to a vote :— 

ForMr. T.G.Liatoh ^ 14 

For Mr. John Tinlry — 3 

Mejoritj for Mr. Lieteh ->11 

Mr. Robert Speoce was elected Treasurer by 11 votes (Mr. 
Robert Milburn having 4). The meeting was adjourned to 
November 16, and measures were taking for supplying the six 
vacancies created by the election of Aldermen. 

Morpeth.— The election of thelstinst ended in the success 
of Mr. Richard Lewins (192 votes), Mr. W. Clark (166), Mr. 
R. D. Bum (159), and Mr. Robert Sbate (144). Mr. William 
Clarke, saddler, was yesterday elected to the office of Mayor. 

Berwick. — Captain William Smith, R.N., was to be the 
new Mayor, and Msjor William Elliot the Sheriff. 

Carlisle.— Mr. Joseph Rome was to be elected to the chair 
in Carlisle. 

Durham.— At a meeting of the town-council, on Thursday, 
a resolution was adopted to apply for an act of parliament 
conferring powers to erect a market for the butchers and other 
dealers. Mr. Henderson was unanimously requested to serve 
the office of Mayor another year, but declined ; « hereupon an 
equally-unanimous offer of the chair was made by Mr. Robert 
1'hwaiteii, coalowner, and accepted. 

Distant Boroughs. — Mr. Joseph Bateson is the new 
Mayor at Leedit ; Mr. T. W. Palmer, at Hull, (Sheriff, Mr. 
Banister) ; Mr. John Holmes, at Lirerpool ; Mr. Joseph Holds- 
worth, at Wakefield ; Mr. Lacy, at Birmingham ; Mr. James 
Heywood, at Derby; Alderman Seymour, at York. (Mr. 
Robert Davies has resigned his clerkship at York, and Mr. 
Hudson's aldermanic seat has been declared tacant.) 
• 

Gateshead Board ofOuakdians. — The fortbigbtly 
meeting was held on Tuesday, Nov. 6. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting having been read, a letter from Mr. J. Rowntree 



was laid before the Board, gifttefully aeknowledging the tribute, 
paid by the Gnardians to the memory of his lamented father 
the late Clerk to the Union. A long roll of candidates for 
matrimony waa read; so long that the Chairman (Joseph 
Cowen, Esq.) drew the inference that ** times must be good," 
since so many lovers were venturing vpon ** inenmbranoes." 
Two candidates were next put in nomination for the vacancy 
in the office of Clerk :— Mr. George Sill by Mr. J. G. Grace, 
seconded by Mr. George Murray ; and Mr. Robert Foreman 
by- Mr. Joseph Robsoo, seconded by George Hawks, Esq., 
Mayor. Mr. Joseph Cowen (the Chairman), Mr. William 
Douglas, and W. H. Brockett, Esq., supported the nomination 
of Mr. Foreman; and Mr. J. E. Wilkinson and Mr. Angns 
the nomination of Mr. Sill. We may be excused, perhaps, 
from reporting the speeches. It is sufficient to say, that the 
content was carried on with much of the warmth, eloquenoe,and 
humour of a parliamentary election, and that everybody said 
everything that he coold think of in favour of his man ; and as 
both the candidates were already ]>nblie servants, and vrell 
known and mueh-esteemed in the miion, there was ample room 
for eulogistic oratory. One practical member of the Board, 
indeed, seemed to think that his brethren were eloquent over- 
much ; tor, said he, all their minds were made up before they 
came tben« and therefore they might as well go to the vote at 
once. The votes were shortly after taken, and with the follow, 
ing result :-» 



for sill. 
Angus, Jobn 
BameU,jMOb 
Oftrr, Balph 
0alloo,Tbo«as 
Ontw, John GMrire 
Howdon, Thomas 
Laws, William 
M array, Oaorge 
Oxiey, Robert 
Snovdoo, Thomas 
Tomlin, Thomas Clsngfa 
Wsekos B M 
Wilkinson,' John Etridgo 



FOR FORBMAN. 

Brookett, William Hanrr 

Brown, William 

Cook, William 

Cowen, Joseph 

Dooglas, William 

Hagsto, David 

Hawks, Ooorge 

Nieholson, Jonn 

Potu, John 

Robinson, Joseph 

Robson, Joseph 

Robson, Edward 

Sanderson, Henrj 

Smith, JasMs 

Thompson , Oulhbart 

Wilson, James 

Mr. Foreman was declared duly elected, and called into the 
room ; and having been apprized of his suceess, made his 
acknowledgments to the Guardians, and assured them of his 
determination to justify, so far as he could, this mark of their 
confidence. —A letter, which had been placed in the Chairman's 
hand before the election, was read from Mr. Foreman, resigning 
his offices of Collector of Rates and Assistant Overseer. 
Tuesday, the 20th inst., was fixed upon as the day on which 
the vacant offices should be filled up ; and it was ordered that 
an advertisement to that efiect be inserted in the Oatethea 
Observer. The Board then proceeded to dispose of the ordi- 
nary business of the meeting. 



Increase of Coal Consumption in London 
WITHIN One Hundrbd Years.— The records of the London 
Custom House having been destroyed by fire, it is impossible 
to obtain, with any degree of accuracy, many of the statistical 
details of trade; but it happens, luckily, that the writer of a 
history of London above a hundred years ago obtained from 
the custom-house at that time an account of seven years* 
importations of coal into London. The preservation of this 
account enables us to give the following comparative state- 
ment of the importations into London within a period of one 
hundred years :— 



yBA&. tons. 

1726 632,470 

1727 553,815 

1728 710,223 

1729 658.744 

1730 610^13 

1731 633,898 

1782 600,767 



TEAR. TONS. 

1826 2,108.498 

1827 1,874,610 

1828 1,893,083 

1829 2.095,420 

1830 2,116,023 

1831 2,053,673 

1882 2,149,820 



In 1838 the importation had increased to 2,582,770 tons; in 
1845, to 3.461,199 tons; and last year it amounted to 3,418^^0 
tons. What an increase does this exhibit! and what a com- 
mentary also does it suppl]^ to the denunciations of Sir John 
Evelyn and Sir Kenelm Digby — the one of whom declared 
that the smoke of London rendered it more like the ** suburbs 
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tmm tbkii iCh lUnldy of T$lii<m£i erMftttM aiOI the iiiipii- 
Iriftl «eMt of odr iiieom|Mur»ble Monarehl" and the other that 
its destniotf Te properties ahsolntelr rendered the nietropolis 
like unto **Troy t^soked hj the Ghreeks," or m if it were 
tiflited bj the *« belohings" of Mount Heckl 

PARISn OF GATESHEAD. 
Tfak'Gtutrdians of the Gateshead Union met on Toeaday. 
Not. 30, fJoBBpH RoBson, Esq., in the chair j. The chief 
bnsiness^.of any interest to the pnblic, was the election of 
Assistant OTerseer and Collector of Rates. 

The Glbbk (Mr. Forbman ) read the minntes of the previous 
meeting, and also letters which had passed between himself 
and the Poor Law Commissioners. On the 19th nit., he 
wrote, on behalf of the Churchwardens and Orerseers, 
apprising the Commissioners that the ofBce of Assistant Orer- 
seer and Raie Collector was likdy to be vaeant in a short time, 
and wishing to know whether the appointment was in the 
Onardians. or if the Churchwardens and Orerseers could nomi- 
nate to the office, or exercise any Yotee in the eleotion. The 
Commissioners replied, on the 27th, ** that if the appointment 
were made under the order of the Poor Law Commissioners 
<>f the 8th of June, 1888, authorizing the appointment of a 
Collector for the parish of Gateshead on the 27th of No?em. 
her, 1888, which authorized the appointment of Assistant 
Orerseers for any of the parishes of the union, the appoint- 
ment most be made br the Guardians." On the 16ta inst«| 
he (Mr. Foreman) enclosed to the Commissioners a letter of 
remonstrance from the Churchwardens and Orerseers, and a 
copy of a handbill conreniog a meeting of the ratepayers to 
nominate an Assistant Orer^eer and Collector of Rates, and 
stated that the Gnardians were to meet for the purpose of 
in election on the 20th. He also added, that if the Com- 
missioners had any counsel to offer, it would be laid before 
the Board. 

In reply to Mr. Aid. BsoCKER, the Clehk stated that the 
election would be made under the order referred to in the 
letter of the Commissioners. 

The notices of marriage were now read. There were three 
couples bound for the Imren of matrimony. One old gentle- 
man, who had been married at least once before, was about, 
at the ripe age of 6S, boldly to renture upon another wife in 
the person of an Irish damsel of two and twentjr! 

Mr. and Mrs. Usher's resignation of the oOees of Work- 
bouse Master and Matron was read; also a certificate from 
Hr. P. Bennett, surgeon, to the effect that Mrs. Usher was 
m a state of health that rendered it desirable that she should 
Dare ease. 

In reply to remarks which had been made out of doors, it 
was stated that Mr. Foreman's resignation of the office of 
Assistant Orerseer, &c., was in the handa of the Chairman of 
the Board prior to the election of the 6th inat., and it was 
merely through inadrertence that it was not read until after, 
wards. 
. Testimonials were read from Mr. Kell, the Town Clerk, 
and Mr. T. B. Apedaile, his partner, speaking in the highest 
terms of the fitness of Mr. T. 8. Robson, their clerk, for the 
offices of Assistant Orerseer and Collector of Rates. After 
thirteen years' experience of Mr. Robson, they considered 
•him eminently adapted, from his character, habits, and abili- 
ties, for the appointment. 

Mr. Cook baring risen to make a nomination, Mr. Gkacb 
suggested whether, as some doubt existed of their right to 
«lect, it would not be better to postpone the election until 
that question was settled. He knew that Mr. ]ngledew hdd 
a strong opinion that the rfght was not in the Guardians. 

Mr. Cook (the suggestion of Mr. Grace receiring no sup- 
port) nominated Mr. Usher, and was seconded hj Bir. Aid. 

POT" 



The Chairman (Mr.ROBSOM) nominated Mr. T.S. Robson* 
Mr. John Angus and Geokok Hawks, Esq., supported 
the nomination of Mr. Usher, 

Erery one spoke well both of Mr. Usher and Mr. Robsoxu— 
The friends of Mr. Usher rested his claims upon his raluable 
serrices, first as Superintendent of Police and then as Work- 
house Master; while the Mends o^ Mr. Robson said it would 
be impolitic to deprire the workhouse of so good a Master. 
^7 appointin^him toother duties.— The tfATo&CMr.Bawxs) 
repuM, thftt It wooUi be poor-«nooazig«ii«nt to a good aev^ 



finttoenmhisYttir mttits tgi^nlt liini, and ttfiufe him » 
eUim which he preferred on the ground ox his wife'shealth*— 
To this it was rejoined, that Mrs. Usher could hare asnstanpe^ 
and ought to hare it. But a surr^oinder wasimt in^ ris., 
that so long as Mrs. Usher remained at the Seed of the 
establishment, she must (like most good housewires) be at 
the top and bottom of ererything. (Laughter.) 

The Chairman took the rotes, and the result was— For 
Mr. Usher. 11 : for Mr. Robson, 6b For Mr. Usher, the 
M^yor, Aldermen Brockett, Potts, and Smith, and Messrs. 
Angus, Cook, Robiifson, Sanderson, Gallon, Douglas, and 
Brown. For Mr. Robson, Messrs. Gnoe, Robson, Snowdon, 
Wilson, Haggle, and Hawdon. 

Mr. Usher was deohured duly elected; and the Chairxah, 
when he was oslled in, expressed a hope that he would aoouit 
himself iu'his new station as much to his honour as he had 
done in hls'nreriouis offices. Mr. Usher said he was gratefol 
to the Giif rdianis for the kindness which they had shown to 
him. and would do his best to retain their good opinions. 

The Board then proceeded to the ordinary busmess of tha 
day. — ^— - 

mrbtino of thr ratbpatrrs. 

On Thursday, Nor. 22, pursuant to a notice bearing the sit- 
natures of Mr. Cornelius Garbntt and MXt John RusseU, 
Chnrohwarde^p, a "Pablio Pariih Meeting of the Rector, 
Chorohwardens, and Rated Parishionecs," was held in St. 
Mary's Vestry, <* for the purpose of nominatiug and electing a 
discreet person to be Assistant Oterseer of the Poor," and of 
determiniox and specifying the duties to be by bim eiecuted 
and performed, and to fix such a yeariysalaiyfortheeieoutioii 
of tbe said office as should be thought fit." 

The chair having been taken by tbe Rector (the I^. Dr. 
DAriBs), the notice of meeting was read. It was then resolved, 
tbe room belog crowded, and many periions standing withonty 
that an adjoaroment should take place to tbe Anchorage SchooL 
[Tbe scholars were just coming out, and contioned to play 
noisily under the windows; whereupon an intimation was eon- 
reyed to them that they might hare holiday for the rest of 
the day — an expedient which dispersed the young mob much 
more eilcetnally than if the Riot Act had been read.] 

Mr. Garbutt, after some preliminaiy statement^ lald that 
the Guardiaos claimed the right of election in virtue of an 
order of the Poor Law Commissionerf under which Mr. Fore- 
man was elected, and which afterwards prored to be iUegali 
when contested by the parish of Marylebone in the Court of 
Queen's Bench. An act ot parliament was subsequently passed 
to legalize tbe appolntmente under the order, but its operatioa 
was only retro^pectivs: it legalized the appointments already 
made, but not future appointments. The Guardians elaissed 
to elect the Assistant Overseer ; and yet he was not their ser- 
vant, but the servant of the Churchwardens and Overseers; to 
whom, and not to the Guardians, he was acoountable for the 
manner in which he discharged his duties. It was as unreason- 
able as it was illegal that tbe Board of Guardians for tbe union 
should elect the Auistant Overseer for the parish of Gateshead. 
Sneh was his opinion, and the opinion of those with whom he 
acted; but they were not guided by their own opinion alone* 
they were supported by the authority of gentlemen more com- 
petent than themselves to expound the law, and, in particular, 
the Chairman of the NewcastleBoard of Gusirdians. (Applause.) 
He held in bis hand the act of parliament on which he tooK 
his stand— an act which had never been repealed, and which no 
mere edict of the Poor Law Commissioners coold set aside. 
[Mr. Garbutt read tbe seventh section of 59 George III., cap. 12, 
empowering the inhabitanU to nominate an Assistant Overseer 
or Overseersy and two justices of the peaee to appoint any 

Krson or persons so nominated.} The Commissioners had 
en written to thrice. In reply to the first letter they said the 
power ot election was in tbe Guardians ; but no further infer 
mation oould be obtained firom them, and be was confirmed by 
their silenoe in bis conviction that the election was in tbe rate- 



payers; and bethought that the meeting seed not hesitate to 
^asn out the ebjeet for which it had been convened. B 
wouN move, therelore, that they now proceed to aa eleotion. 



BIr. Aid. CvMMUia seconded tbe motioOf and it was carried 
unanioDonsly. (The resolutions are git en in lull In aa official 
advertisefflent) 

Mr. RupsRU moved that the salair be £120. 

Mr. H. K Rbrv leoonded the wMu^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 



If r. Stbpbbn FoBflTBft moved that the saltiy be £100. 

Mr. JosBPH Htmbbs seoooded the amendment. 

Mr. WuxiAM Cook obienred that they were about to eleet 
an officer who woold have to perform only a tithe of the datiei 
that were discharged by Mr. Foreman, and yet they proposed 
to give him £100 or £120 a-year. Mr. Foreman was Collector 
of Uie Rates as well as Assistant Overseer, and oollected rates to 
the extent of £5^000 a year, the ordinary poundage upon which 
would amount to one or other of the proposed salaries. He 
thought the ratepayers should be cautious how they acted, and 
keep eoonomy in view. 

Mr. William Hedlbt inquired if the officer now to be 
appointed would not have to perform the same duties as Mr. 
Foreman f 

Mr. Gabbutt: Certainly. 

Mr. Cook : Certainly not The requisition referred to an 
^ Assistant Overseer and Collector of Rates," but the notice 
read by the Rector only specified an <* Assistant Overseer :** it 
said nothing of a " Collector of Rates." (A cry of << Oh I but 
he will collect the rates.") That did not follow. The two 
offices were distinct. 

Mr. Gabbutt said he was sorry that Mr. Cook did not 
know his own duty better. (Laughter.) Mr. Cook was an 
Overseer, and should have known that it was his duty, as 
such, to collect the rates ; but the law sanctioned the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Overseer; and the duties df the Overseen 
were the duties of their Assistant. The handbill comprising 
the requiiition was not a legal documentj nor was it to be 
expected that its framers should be familiar with the exact 
requirements of the law. The retjuisitionists had inserted all 
that the law required, and something more. The notice read 
by the Rector, which was the authority under which the meeting 
was held, was framed according to law ; and the officer now 
appointeu would hate the collection of the rates. 

The amendment and original motion were put to a show of 
hands, and it was carried that the salary be £120. 

Mr. Gabbutt then said that £120 was quite little enongh. 
It was, indeed, hardly a sufficient salary, looking at the duties 
that were to be performed. 

The meeting now proceeded to the election. 

Mr. John Usher was nominated by Mr. Aid. Cummins, and 
seconded by Mr. John Listbb; Mr. T. S. Robson was 
nominated by Mr. John Gbbbnb, and seconded by Mr. 
J. A. Htmbbs; and Mr. Colquhoon was nominated by Mr. 
John Yickebs, and seconded by Mr. John Kimpstbb. 

A show of hands was then taken for each candidate. The 
Rbctob said there could be no mistake as to the decision of 
the meeting: the majority was clearly in favour of Mr. Robson- 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Listbb demanded a poll for Mr. Usher. 

It was then arranged that the poll should be taken in the 
vestry, by the Churchwardens and Overseers, on Monday and 
Tuesday, from 9 to 4 o'clock on each day. 

The voters will consist of all those ratepayers who have not 
refused or neglected to pay their rates, and of persons who have 
become liable to be rated since the last rate was made. Rate- 
payers assessed and charged upon a rental under £50 will each 
have one vote ; from £50 upwards, one vote for every^ £25; 
but no ratepayer to have more than six votes. Parties jointly 
rated will have votes according to their proportions of the joint- 
charge; and if only one of such parties shall appear, he may 
vote for the whole of the charge. The law, too, ii so gallant in 
this matter, that ladies may vote, as well as gentlemen. 

The election excites considerable interest in the parish, and 
will be severely contested. As to the fitness both of Mr. Usher 
and Mr. Robson there is very little difference of opinion, hot 
there is a decided difference as to the parties who have the 
right to make the election, and the contest turns very much 
upon the opposite views taken by the electors of this question. 

Mr. Garbutt argued that 59 George III., cap. 12, sec. 7, was 
not repealed by 2 and 3 Viet., cap. 84. The opinion which he 
gave, and in which he said he followed Mr. logledew and other 
authorities, was to the effect that the statute of 1839 was not 
prospective in its operation, but only retrospective. Some of 
our readers may wish to have an opportunity of judging for 
themselves: we therefore give the clause. It is the second of 
2 and 3 Vict., cap. 84, and runs thus:—** And be it enacted, that 
all orders heretofore made and issued under the hands and 
seals of the Poor Law Commissionersy and not rescinded by 



them, or aoashad before the 6th day of Mnr in the present 
year, by which the said Commissioners may have directed the 
Overseers or Guardians of any parish or union to appoint any 
person to collect the rates tor the relief of the poor in any 
parish or parishes, or shall have defined or specified or direcled 
the execution of the duties of such person, or the places or 
limits within which the same shall be performed, or snail have 
directed the mode of appointment, or determined the continuance 
in office or dismissal of any such person from his office, or the 
amount or nature of the security to be given by any such 
person, or shall have regulated the amount of salary payable 
to any such person, or the time or mode or the proportions of 
payokent tliereof, shall be deemed, and the same are hereby 
declared, to have the same force and validity as if the same 
had been warranted by an act passed in the fourth and fifth 
years of the reign of his late Majes^, King William the 
Fourth, intituled 'An Act for the Amendment and Better 
Administration of the Laws for the Relief of the Poor;' and 
the Commissioners shall have the same powers and authorities 
with respect to all such orders, and to the persons appointed in 
pursuance thereofi as they have with respect to orders made 
and issued and the paid offioers appointed under the provisions 
of the said act; and that every person appointed by Guardians 
of the Poor under any such order of the said Commissioners 
shall have the like powers, authorities, privileges, immunities, 
protections, and remedies, in and for the pertormance of his 
duty under such order, as are by law given to Overseers of the 
Poor in the performance of the like duty." 

This is the second clause. 

The third must also be taken into consideration, before 
coming to a conclusion as to the intentions of our lawmakers, 
if not as to their success in giving effect to those intentions :— 
"Provided always, and be it enacted, that nothing herein 
contained shall in anywise affect the right of the inhabitants in 
vestry to give directions fertile custody and safe keeping of any 
books, papers, and documents, under the provisions of an act 
passed m the 66th year of the reign of His Majesty King 
George the Third, intituled * An Act for the Regulation of 
Vestries.'" 

That is the law. We will not undertake the office of its 
interpreter. That is a post which every reader may fill for 
himselC 

» 

PARISH OF GATESHEAD. 

AT B PUBLIC MEETING of the RATE- 
PAYERS, held on Thursday, November 33, 1849, in the 
Vestry Room of St. Mary's Church, and by adjournment in 
the Anchorage School Room, (the Rev. Dr. Davibs, Rector, 
in the Chair ») the Chairman read the Notice of Bleeting, vis. :— 
** Notice is hereby given, that a Public Parish Meeting of the 
Rector, Churchwardens, and Rated Parishioners, will beholden 
on Thursday, the 33d lost, at 13 o'clock at noon, at the Vestry 
of St. Maiy's Church, Gateshead, tor the purpose of nominating 
and electing a discreet person to be Assistant Overseer of the 
Poor of this Parish, and of determining and specifying the 
Duties to be by him executed and performed, and to fix such 
a Yearly Salary for the execution of the said Office as shall be 
tbo.gh.at :Co«.u«G«B.«.|ct.«b,^e...- 

Moved by Mr. Cornelius Garbutt, 

Seconded by Mr. Aid. Cummins, 

And unanimously resolved. 
That this Vestry do nominate and elect a person to be 
Assistant Overseer of the Poor of this Parish, according to the 
Act of Parliament 59 George III., cap. 13,aDd that this Vestry 
do specify and determine that the duty of the Assistant Over, 
seer to be elected shall be to perform and execute all the duties 
of the office of Overseer of the Poor, except signing the Poor^s 
Rate, in like manner and as fully to all intents and purposes 
as the same may be executed by any ordinary Overseer of the 
Poor. That he shall live in a convenient situation in the 
parish, and not to be allowed to follow any other business or 
employment. That he shall render an account of his proceed- 
iuKS at least onee a month to the Acting Overseer for the time 
being; and that every three months he shall balance the 
Parish Books, and submit the same to a Meeting, called hr 
circular, of the Churchwardens and Overseers, for their 
approval. He will be required to furnish two securities, besidie» 
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himaeir, to the Parish, for £ifiOOt for Iha dm pefffonBiaoe of 
his daty. The bond or securities to be given to the Mtiffao- 
tioo of the Chorohwardens and Oveneers, 

Moved b/ Mr. John RosseU. 

Seooaded by Mr. H. R. Raed, 
That this Vestry do fix the Yearly Salary of the Aislitaot 
Overseer, for the dae execation of hit said Offioe, at the 8am 
of £190 per aonam, and which Salary shall be paid qaaiterly ; 
the first qoarter to become dae on the 25th of Maroh next 
ensaiog ; the second on the 25th day of Jane ; the third on the 
25th day of September ; and the foarth on the 25th day of 
Deeember ; and so on for every year. 

Moved by Mr. Stephen Forater, 



Moved by Mr. Stephen Forater, 
Seconded by Mr. Joseph Hymers, 
ftt <>£I00" be labititated for •'£120'' in 



the Re«)latioii 



That * 
now before the Meeting. 

. Wbereopon the AnendoMnt was pnt and nagatived, and the 
original Resolntion waa pnt and earned. 
Moved by Mr. A14 Cnnmlna, 
Seoonded by Mr. John Lister, 
That Mr. John Usher be appointed to the Office ol Aatiitant 
Overseer for the Parish of Gateshead. 
Moved bT Mr. John Greene, 
Seoonded by Mr. J. A. Hymers, 
That Mr. Thomas Shafto Robson be the Aasiitant Oveneer. 
Moved b¥ Mr. John Vieken, 
Seconded by M^. Joseph Kinpiter, 
I the Ai 



That Mr. William Colqahonn be the Avslstant Ov 

Whereopott the Chairman took a show of hands for each 

Candidate^ and dedaved the Eleetioa to have fallen upon Mr. 



Mr. Lifter, on the part off Mr. Usher, demanded a PoU. 

Bnokftd rnanimeiif^,— That the PoU be Uken by the 
Chnreh wardens and Overseen s that it be kept open for two 
days, vis., on Monday and Ttesday, November 26 and 97, fnn 
9o'eloek in the morning to 4 o^elock In the afternoon on each 
day; and that this Meeting at Its riaing do stand adjonned 
notil 9 o'cloek on Monday morning. 

Rmtl»ed Ummimmihr'ThtX the Thanks of this Meeting 
be given to Dr. Davies for hia Services in the Chair. 

PARISH OF GATESHEAD. 
Thb poll for the election of an Assistant Overseer, which 
was apDotnted at the parish meeting of the 22d Nov., to be held 
on the 26th and 27th, was brooght to a close on Monday, Nov. 
26, about S o'clock, by the resignation of Mr. John Usher, 
(Mr. William Colqahoun having resigned an hour or two 
previously). The numbers were declared by Mr. Aid. Broekett, 
one of the Churchwardens, to be*- 

For Mr. T. g. RotooB .....«••... .M..M.. S7S 

For Mr. John UilMr ••••«.. .mom^m...* 909 

Fev Mr. Oolfoheua. ..•»•••«•. •••••••«..*•• 1* 

During the progress of the poU there was as much excitement 
as many a contested election for a aeat in pariiament pradncm; 
and although, to the credit of our orderly parish, there waa no 
bloodshed on the occasion, the local presses shed a profusion of 
ink. The ** Ratenayer" and the ^ Inhabitant," *« Fairplay"and 
the « Thinking Man," with all the other « veiled propheU" who 
come forth to teach and to advise their townsmen how to vote 
In an election, were not idle in the present contest, but confused 
and confeunded the lalepayera with their discordant counsel. 
On the whole, however, the deetion was carried on with great 
good'humonr. 

Yesterday, in pnrtnanee of 64 George IIL, cap. 12, two jns- 
tloes of the peace (John Banraa and William Hymers, Esqrs.) 
confirmed the nomination of Mr. Robeon by the ratepayers. 

The queition of the validity of the two appolntments--that 
of Mr. Usher by the Guardians, and of Mr. Robeon by their 
constitaenu, the ratepaye rs c « d t BS, of course, considerable 
inteiest in the parish. We gave in our last number the 
substance of the statntory provlsiont on which the parties 
aeverally relied. The orders of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
lekting to the office of Ooileetor, are numerous. 

OndbeSth of June, 1886, the Cesunissioners iMidean order 
for the appolntaMit of a Collector of the Poor Rates of Gatac 



'If the Ouaidiaas ihonlddeam it neoeisaiy to require a 
CoUeefor," with aathority to appoint a luoeeMor in case of 
deatfu resimatian, er removal. His duties were to consist of 
fiMvoBS the ChuffhwirdeBi and O'erseeca in mataag «p the 



inenti,' filling up ww fip ti , keapiiig the bpokPf fte.^ and to 
collect tl^ rates, ^ut If either of the Cpnodiwai^ena or Over- 
seers should be willing and desirous to collect the rates the 
parish should not be dcfuoed to require a Collector. 

Than, again, on the 9f7th of November, in the same year, the 
Poor Law Commisrionen issued an order to the Gaiestead 
Guardlana} to appoint uat Aasistant Oveneer, whoaa duties 
ahould bcb firiU to make up the assess m ents, fill up reoeipli, 



keep an the books, fcc; and, secondly* to colunt the rates, fco. 

On the 20th of Novemb^, 1844. the Commissioners BMde a 
farther order, directing that the Collector should be paid, not 
by poundage, but bv a fixed salary* and also instituting other 
ehaiMea in oonaeottoa with the offieei and on the 17th of 
March, 1847. they rescinded all their orders previously issued 
to (Htashead and other unions, so far as relates to the keeping, 
eiamining, closing, auditing, allowing, and publishlna of 
accounts, and made a " General Order off Aocountt,* by which 
*' every CoUeetor already appointed or to be thereafter appointed 
hr any Board of Guardians or other pemono, under any order 
of the Poor Law Commimloners. or under the provisions of any 
act of parliament," was required to keep the books and eollect 
the rates aooording to certain regulations. 

The Commissionen, as the reader will remenbjpr, were 
written to three times by the Churohwardens and Oveneers* 
prior to the parish meeting of Thursday, the 92d ulti $ and Mr. 
Garbtttt stated at that meeting that no auwer had been 
reoeived to their last letter. 

The first oommnnloatlon was oMde through Mr. Forenaa, 
the Assistant Overseer and Collector of the Rates, on the 19th 
of October, and conveyed a request to be infonMd, in the event 
of a vaeaney occurring In the office whioh he then held* with 
whom the appointment of his successor would rest To this 
inquiry the Commissioners, on the 9f7th of October, replied, in 
efleot, that the Guardians would have the appointment 

The second letter was written by the Churchwardens and 
Overseers, and ran as follows :^ • ' 

at Mery^a Tcstoy,aalechcad, Nov. 0. 1819. 

ftauTLaMaVy-Wo, lh« oadwrigMd OhanhwsrdcM and Qwtnmn 
? Ch» perbh of eittMhMid, aoBtldarfiig that apdd Mrrsni 




Poor of thia pariah to maha and aaaeaa and aoDaat all nlea whiah ahaU 
ho naaaaaary fl»r the valiaf of tha poor, ftor boMUfth and aouaty rala, and 
far dofkmyhig all olharahaigia and asponaoa whiah by law now ara or 
haraaftaraayboehargaabkoatho aaoM. and that wa ahaU doly aod 
praparly aoUafy all aaah ohai«8a and oxpooaaa, and ahaU at tha and of 
oaoh qoartar rabaBlt to Iho Aodilor of tha oaion a dlatiaat aoaauat and 




g. If tho ahofo ara our datioa. and If thay ara to ho i 
a deputy appofailad by tho eaa rdl a n a , ara wo pafooa 
any ambaaalaaMDt or naglaat or doty that mlaht ooaor r 

IT you doam U At that wo ahooM havo apaM Aaaiataatto perfbna tho 
lahoora and divide with oa tha raaponaibnltiaa of tha olBoa wa hold, wo 



moat hoBbly aubadt that la equity , or at laaat la «i>wii..„ w« v^^ 
have aooM voloa la hia appolntaMnt; and wo tberafian hombly praj 
that yoa will dtaoot tho eaardlana not to prooaad to maho an oloation to 
tho oflao, until yoa r e af n itdor wbathor tha Otanaara or Ow CInardlana 



tha 



to a right oonaloalon, wo bag to 

maty mada by your aaaiatHit 
Wo ara, CtootlaaMn, 



and to aaaiatyoa In aomiag 
that an inqolry aaight be now 



Tears 



oot raa p aa tf Ol and obodjaut Sorvanta, 
Jom RussBU, 
OoaaaLiUB OAaaurr, 
RoaauT 0. Tooao, 
H. R. Raan, 
SlttimL Fnmit, 

On the 16th of November, nd're|»l^1mvteg been reoeived to 
this letter of the 9th9 the Vestry Clerk wrote again to the Con- 



gt Mary*s Vmln, NoiMnbor 16, IMP. ' 
Mt Loans avo eanrLiMin.-I am daaiiad, by a m^otlty of tho 
Ohaiohwaidona and Oronoan of tho pariih of eataahaad, aaaamblod by 
olronlar, to Inforai yoa that In aonaoqeonoa of not raaalving an anaww 
to thair iaat aomawdoation dated 9th Revambor inat, and Ihay baring 
naalvcd a raqnaat fkom aavaral of tha rated inhabltenta to aaU a pubUo 

i of ili Htog en AaoMant Of eraaa e fnow vaaant by 

tian an! appaiBt«Mit to the OlMkahr ' 
I aaaaded to tbeir requeat, and have i 



Board of euHidlaaa] 



r (now vaaent by 

■ppaiatiMit to the Otokahlp of the 

~'d have appointed 

of pwrlia. 



a raaigaatioH 

rdlaaaVhavoi 
ly neat for that porpoeo. la aoaoraaaao wua the mc or pwua. 
eaoriio m., aap. 19, aae. 7: and they eanaatly and raapeatfaUy 
Mr aid In Airthaianee of Ihti o^«e^ Vy deslriBg tha euardiSBa 
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6fa ToMday n^; 11 Wty ii««4 attvAClMI U dtt, b«lDgiillj*lMtiff««dkit 
ifiM ntopaf^ will Bofc^BOTP is iaobiVP«lnt*i«nt. '. <! >'. i» 

; !' To iba Pippr lii <?W;?»i^on[er^j ^' \j9;!5?f ^^rW^'dlerk. 

'* TbelM^hdfiiMttiiff wms^lield^on thcpaMyani ad^oOfwd'to 
ihtVOtio^tv&Ht. «fft tlM Mlerml(ba the24di>tbe<foUowiDg 

•fU^^T«MltA«r roarlettoPof Ui»4lll»iDMtt)t..rel«dorto|^ftiiHMiiimMt 
of im AralttMi^ OMMeer fM th«rtiirWl.«r eAtM)M«A4n ^ G^Otft^i 

•TJlia Boa^ dMimMi point 9a( to joa^tiiaV't^ 7 anA 8 1i1et.iMp.'l01, 

"iW^Ttiul^ wMUn tUtf S\wm r«tf'WhlMkaiiy 0«IItetoB4k>\UlMUIht 
'€lf«NM(, Mmtfttited under order tff tte iaiA aomorttsioiiere, om-mIi, 
Aar»ppol*tewk«Oolleoloiho».A«yeti#» Qtwaer b» <Uieliarf|e.aJl|Uie 
.Mea of an.Oteipetr of4b«iPe«>rpin,a4dlUon tolhoaeof Oolleetorpf 

.Boor, Batea;4ojr^iMk PVV!?. .w4 ,ln, the. awf "W*'»J!ii'JSJ7*" 
'••iM^ntad thacet<^u,an AMtttaot Oreneer under t&e i>rovfilonl of an 
MrpJSrinltm0u( year of S»VfA$n of htrUte Mk^Mty King Qeor^B 
the Third, intitoled "Ad Aot'tt) AmandltoLawa'foMhe Ertlef of the 
Po«r:**-flb*'WlMiever anraaeb OoUeetovor AaafetantOperaeer haa been 

lOffiMvr 6e appoiBloA-Md«r-ap7 order of theaaid OoaBpiiMionerfr«Pa 
wfallaft the ea]4 oaderwnal^a i^fpree^the.poweraof any tettry or p,arlah 
Afieerf.^r oC JAf other peraona other than the Board ot eaard^aneor 

'a^hparish br nnloD (i> a Board of tS^nardiana bate been obDaKituted)to 
appoint any Oolleotor or Aatietant Of eraeer. aiM (if ao dtveated br (be 

rMC^mitAoiiMif^¥»r^pp^iamtiit^mAw anidi power^aball»elMe. 

(^ Aather»«WM an^rd«r then in etiatenee, vblah bad been >««iedj>y the 

. i»aer IiawrOoMalaalanaffa, lor. the •pppintaieBt of ap. offleer by the 

(4qardiana $o ooileot th^ poor ratee^-ir la not oompetent for the parish 
offieera or the ratepajera to appoint anothe^ officer to do hie doty ; bat 

' if they rcqoire the ear? ieea ofan Aftaiatant OverMer in bdier reapeAtB, the 
IntiabittuSu in Vi«try mar Msi^n radh dntlee to bin. ' -• ^ . 

The oAaer appoinled> (y «he enardlane la oofertheleaa an offieerto 
■aaiaa«he4}hftffeh<faffdaM and Overeaarm; and bia datiae areoarefally 
preeeribed in the eeneral Order of ^jpeooAta. of whlflb,th;(y herafith 



eodyonaoop; 
The Board d 



detTn 



The Board detrre to add, Ihit tha'OollAitor will, in all aaattera relating 
to the dutiet of O^erteet, bb bdtfHd to Obey, avbiaet to Ibaitilernf the 
Pbor^La*'ConiiniMi6oera. tfie ^rc^bha of a majority of the Oaairoh- 
vardeni and 0? eiiieera. X8e^ a*Udn ©1 , 7 and 8 Viet, aap. Wl.) 

.r, ,,-^.. > . ^gm ftti,flea»«fa, your obedient ««r»atoti- 

EBsmOTOir; 8eeielai|* 

^ !;;rb,.tb'9 Chiireh#drdena and dyefteera bt tke Partoh of Gateshead. 

'-TUB ehnrchwardens tod Overseen, who, at Mfc-Garbutt 
gtited bn the 33d nlt.'^littlniikeif ewmtet^Hh Mn Ingledear, 
iiic. aolicitpr, (Pbairiiiin of ^hfe ^Tewe^stl* :B6*rd of QuaTaitna,) 

4^aiD «0D8UlU» tbat g ei^leuoaii/.Qb tlie |:eGeipt of tlie fdregping 
letfter from the-CooMniaaiooesa^^r^r. lagleden then gftve ^a 

' AfSiatiwf' OTaaii*^,— AMboflith i ht^i n*t i»«iithe order madi by 
iht Poor L»w ComrndilofieH onder the -I uid A WlHtaai Iv'., eap. 7f , 
^tbt Puor L«* ^meudmeiit Acl.V for thf sppalntmrot byihe «hardlMa 
of * {JoVl«oto-r of Ksifi. j'Bt I Infer, iram thn UitHir JnttreoelTed by the 
Cbiifi>b^'»rdei]i ALid OT^ra^*!" oi Gatc»b»ftd troni the Poor l^nrBotffd, 
tbftt the orJei* •»• ■ twuilnuttif oce, *Dd purported to 'eitapo#eir^e 
|^a«rdiaii9 of Ihe GatHhebd Uiiioti m appoSni ■ Oc>nectorof BaMafraA 
tiine to tlBi«, ■■ oomilon ibouliJ rri|ulr«. Tbt Ccmft ef Qaaen'aBendl. 
'fflihe oaie or'TJi* <ltt«fl ftpmSnit (He Pflor Law €omnrt«ilooera,'' to 
ibc matUjrof tbe CaffibrUfe UEion, htld that (L*< Poor LawCofcaah* 
tioueFi had no power i& malts auoh an order. I n ' aonaeqiienelB^-tif 'thia 

00 ^ the 3 and 3 Viet,, eap. M, w»i pitird, wbWi eiiaeted'>that "lil 

1 thtntofore EDad<» and ooi reicioded by tha PoorlAw Comnala- 
^_n, or qimabed tefofo thu flth Maf, l»3^^ tPT the appointment by 

Bfltfdt o( Guard I lu* ot CoUeotort ot Ksti-ii, ^tioold have the aame 
Talidit? M if wai-funied hj ibe Poor Lmw Attu^ty^\i>»nt Aot. It therefore 
ftKmt ibi( nndpr ThLiortl^r (k not haTSt5*( Wrfi ti -rioded)theOaardiaDB 
tit the 0atath«ad Union may appolbE m Cul'-" •:' ^ ' Kmes for the parish 

^ By the 7 and 8ry4et;raaPnlAi,.th«inb»bitanM of wy pariah., Ip fff try 

diana under an order of the Poor Lav Oonrtmitsf onert, to dikehaKa all 
the dnUea of an Overeeer of the Poor, In addilto* M' «hoe» Vf CollMU* 
of lUtee; bat Ti it oTeat ttiU it ib'htt <Anigatory noon them to do to. and 
Sat they may, olider Qie srCRbrga tMrmtS.fkp. 12. appolntfany 
oSher peraon to^e their litltonv Ovenear, to per/om «UUe dMiaa of 
]SiOrentf» ekeepl Ibbte pT CJWWatot Of Bat^. ^ *" . * . . ^ 

.^oVeta^'ft, idw; ;:;.'';';;,r'u. \ ' • . ' .l!!^T ^*'!*''?^* 

Thus, JtbeDr ie nibiu baVe . Mr.XogledewlAp'd jJIa t^i^'rols- 
^Bcrs of'one m4nd.<r Vhe-GfMnnii88ioBeB»Mid.Mr. liudedew 
^U^h aty ttairft*tiie ^leqtioB'trf' r CcAteolorof thelUktea is vcsMd 
io theBoird'*6ri&ttfff«|iHr; tiiid.-fonhei*, lh«t the ragswyefs 
Jiur.asNgivmi^Ues ^Ui&^'sfi|(K6t 6fief.8eer to tbe CfQlfe^^wr 
80 appointed. Bot Mr. Inkfedew adds, that if they pMf^f It 



thtymiyfetwit an^ otber pdnon to bMhe AtsisUnt Overaeer. 
AisamioJfthU hp\tihn'l<y b^'cfarr^Pt (*htf *bethfer it la io or 
not I we are not c^umpi-tcnC lo s&f}. tb^ pttH'nb is in^'ibit pbsi. 
tion ;— it has got a Collectfir ol tbr R^U?s with h ^nlai^yof £120 
e-^€ar, and ^ n A<%istaBt Ovcrs^r wrlb a !( alary of £!») a-year, 
bQtb orwbWuare kgaUy af> pointed, and »\l\ ret^eive £2fM> for 
tbic ptrrfot'mRtii^e ol duties wbkh were dischftrged ^by the late 
Aiils^ffiC Dv^fhctjf flBd Collector for £l20.' tt ii not to be 
111^00?^.' fa ktvrei'dr, that iucb a ^acffflcc of the rates will be 
iaaale. ' Tbei'e t* siifBcteat good f^e^ling and gooil bense iii the 
j^atiifb, «e bopfc &nd trailt to; bring aboMt a friendly and more 
economical arraofemeot. ' ,. J]'' 



• • 0ATES»1EAD MBCBaNICS' INSTITUTE. 

Thb annual meeting of the memb^fe and their ffiendg was 
fteld on WedifesdayvNtfv;2B|iD«he large hall of the institation, 
Weat-atreet •- ''- •" 

Tea was provided; to «hii!h, at 6 o'cloiiky about 300 ladies 
and gentlemen sat down ; avd snob was' the crowded attendance 
that from 60 to 100 had W trait notil those i»ho <^flr«t oame" 
were ^ first aenred." The UbJes were presided tKVer by Mrs. 
Mayoress, Mrs. W. L. Harle, Mrs. William Wilson and Miss 
Wilson (lor Mrs. W.-'ttv Brookett, who was anfortuoately 
anahle to attend), Mn.'W^B, ^cott, Mrs; Yickersj Mra. and 
Miss Dunn, Mrs. D.aod MriJ P. Haggte, Mrs. Hopper and 
Misses Ions, Miss "Goiitthard, Misses Coltman, and Miss 
Mangtaan; • • 7. 

Mr.Pyb«rA, of Trafalgar-etreet, with npwardciyr twenty of 
the pupils of his Music Class ^y^ng ladies and gentlemen), 
attended gratuitously, to add to the enjoyments of the anniver- 
sary ; and several glees, duets, &e., wena pleasingly sun*. Mrjc. 
Willcinson also kindly presided at tlie^iaiiotorie, (M^^ T. 
Shields, of Northnmberland-stteet, having liberall^^ Moi the 
members one of his best instruments for ibe nif^ht). ^ ' 

The chair was taken by the President, WitulAM Hm, 
Esq., at balf-past seven o'clock, iff the presence of bne of the 
most crowded audiences that h» eecr been witnessed at an 
anniversary of the institattoo,raod war veeeived with loud 
cheers. He was supported by George Hawks, Esq^ Mayor of 
Gateshead, (with Mra» -Ma y o ress,) J oseph -Crawhall, Esq., 
Mayor of Newcastle, (with. Mra^ Mayoress and Misses Craw, 
hall,) R. Rawlinsouj Esq., Superintending Inapector, W. H. 
Brockett, Esq., J.P., William Hymers, Esq., J.P., William 
Kell, Joseph Price, W. L. Harle, D. Embieton, (M.P.). G. B. 
Richardson, G. J. Grant, W. B. Seott,]^. Barkus (M.O.)«>G. 
S. Di%on (M.D.), and William, Newton, Esqrs., the Rev^J. 
G. Rogers, the Rev. John Flatber, &c., &c., &c. 

The Pbbsidbnt opened the. meeting with a few appropriate 
observations, in the course of wMch he. complimented the 
Mayors and Mayoresses .qf the twin^towns on the Tyne on the 
proper feeling which they had displayed in coming to lend their 
eaontenanoe to aueh an institution. He trit it, bimeeir, a 
diMiBgailhed' honour to have the presence of ladiee whoMrely 
'quitted thb privacy and quietiof domestic life^ but who Hghtly 
couMivtd' thit ibey were not going beyond the line of duty, 
' nor departing frbm that dignity and propriety which bocame 
their distiiiftiisbed positioay in attending and'graoingt meeting 
held 'to celebrate the foundation ol a Meohaniotf* Institute. 
(Applause.) . . . . i 

Mr. Joseph Clbphan, Senior Scuttaiy, read the RepdM'of 

the Committee. It eongvitttbtted the UMin hers that ^ ttfeir 

numbers were increasing and their finances flonrifbiiigC>^>87 

new membern had been admitted dnnni^tiHl year,'m«rMii)f the 

^ total number S04j The reecspts had realQed' £12010^ Whfeh 

waa an advancii of £41 9s. apon the'higlKst wtebatMBoime 

that had ««er been realised before^ £90fl».'bcinf the reivenue 

• ot 1917. Since the last anniversary 08 volumes bad beeoJildded 

•to the library''*^* b|y pnmhasefind 15 by donation; be9Mes 

"naay vahiable Parliaaentary Papers, the fift of^tba PrviidMt. 

The number of volumes now in ^tis*..Mmry was u p w aida of 

. SjOOO. The issues of boofca had bete<8v86ediirWg the year<^ 

2,402 in the firet quart«r^2i32»inilhadMip,Oa0 in thetiiiTd, 

rilnd i;962<iu tbefoMlii;ffl(IC>oni a^Mddrii^te^tMA^K^ktftfian 

(#hosdattBMion to bkildhtiia)iiia>^aidoi*oitri|Nririaewovtby), it 

«appeaftd'thpte<ba.tflindBnbAI»tftMi«(yhi tt' thli dv«nibtV4>f 

HbB past* nMiitip:(«BclutWe^ oalla fmndkaoeiMian^ dt^kifiths) 

^oatBOBDted' loofT^' giving an averaffeiataS^tmt'nigbt^'^tlie 

ItigkRtfPstmiberoA any one night feMiv^«Bd the lon^it 19. 
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The motttli\y and b(her |>eriodtcAls taken in for the retding 
room were—' 



ThA Bdlnborth Ittffiinr;' 
Bl«ekwoo4*t MigislkM, ' 
Talt'tMiRtciM. 
- r'i 1" 



The Hew MwbIUj MfigMiM, 
Dabli« Unlvenity Migf^lae, 
Tht IfeaiianiM' Magasine, 



Th« AtlMBMain, 

Tb« Art Uolon Jovraftl, 

Tba Boildtrr 

Tht Paoplf't. jQorn«], 

Chaoibfra't Joorofl, 

Etogg't Weekly I^tlnietor, 

Tbe Land w'e Live m.' 



Th« GatMhfMl ObMrrer, 
Tb* N«WQtt(Je9aardiui, 
Tbei lUDiiFiwd Nowt, 
Tb« LM j'l Nawtpaper, 

PflDcb. 



"Some addition bad been made to the ram placed at the di8|>osal 
of the Newspaper CoiiiniRtee; and, when making thisiitate. 
ment, the General Coitinliittee took thoopportaolty of remark- 
ing that the intrbd'oetioo ' of ^ewspapel^ had been attended, ak 
was ariiieipated, witli/ Hi^tityihgresnltt. The reading room 
was io conseqaeoce mttob. betbr attended ; and the number of 
book.readere, both io theWN>m and at home, bad been greatly 
iiicf«a»ef]« Tfje neWsp^peri supplied were— 

Tb* TEmM (Uy *tpr*f(), 
' '*Ti] e DiM } Newt { di tUi}, 

I, $ bt K« « 9«»Ap Oqutmo t, 

?hf! Kettiiii.iilif CbroD^Dl^, 
b« Ntwcitlle Journal, 

several newsoapefs wer<? also kiJOtlly lent to the institotioii by 
Hi friends, and the new^t-oom «aa thereby rendered one of the 
bent m th& df^tricu ' In ndditkn to the ordinary expenses. 
£17 lOii. bad Ih^gq expended in pnntmg a new catalogue (of 
which CO pi e^i were on sale in rhe readinir rooot). One gratifying 
item in tbe Tftoisurer's ai^eoiints desman detl especial notice. It 
teas a doniiioo of £ 124 2s. 5\\. from Cuihbert BUitoo, £sq., 
b^inf tbe dmmtat paid tot the iite on ttbicb the bnilding was 
erected. Thii muni^ecnt $Uu which deterred the grateful 
acko6wl*d|(;6at;iits of iB* members, was pt:rfectly spontaneous 
on the part of the donor, and wts anaccompJinied by any condi- 
tion a> to the p^^pbiej to which it itaould be devoted. The 
Coismittee were of opinion (and the members would probably 
agree with them), that it eoold nnt he laid out to greater 
adrantsgc than in ptjrchasing a a^t of well-selected works for 
the library, Ei^htle^^turei had been delivered during the year, 
by tbe Re¥, J. Gp Rogers, Dr. EmhletOD, Professor Wilson 
fGlasfto*), a<td G. B. Rii^hardion, Etq.; and lectures were 
fii'omt»ed by the Rev. John Fiatherj the Rev. Dr. Oilly. the 
Rev. /, C. fimee, William Newtfld. E^q H.George Craw'shay, 
Eiq., Ike. The report condudcd with these words i—** Your 
Committee^ DOlwithstaadtn^ their expression of satisfaction at 
tbe progreai already made by tbe society, still think that the 
number of membt^rs fails far Hhort of what it ought to be, 
considering tbe advanta^^es tbe iisijititutioti o^rs in its excellent 
and wel]->4tored library ^ its newsroom ^ its lectures, and the 
moderate chai-j;e for tvhfeb all these privUeKes may be enjoyed; 
aJHo tbe ent^Dt of the pop6Iaitoti o| the borough, and magni- 
tude of it# iroh, glaif, alkaJT, and other works of equal com- 
mercial impottacicej jsif fbg^ employment to many thousands of 
intdli|re^t and EHkilled workmen. Yoor enmmittee, however, 
trust that the ini pro rets ciit nrxr lo aai^piuiously commence 
Will go forward; tbai each sacceedfug year may find the 
fasiHtution more prosperous than thtlt'recolingone; and' that 
it wpl extend' iu uselubess by still dittire widely diffbsii^'g a 
taste for literary and scientific pur^trits'ltmonjit the youth of all 
elasses in the borough, tending to their moral and intellectual 
advancement, and, through their infinbnee, to the good of 
society at large." (Applause.) 

Mr. C. Oarbutt, Treasurer, read the Maounts. The Build, 
ing Account sh ew c d f a balance of twopence-halfpenny against 
the institntiom The General Acoount reported tbe receipt of 

S 118 5s. in tfub^riptiohs,and of Mr. Ellf^n's donation: and 
e members had tbe pleasure of learning t1i%t they ba4 a 
handaome balance at their banker's* 

On the motion of Mr. Aid. WuaoN, the report and balanoe- 
aheet were reoeived and adopted, and^a '¥«ale of thanks was 
passed to the officers and committee. ■ ' '- ^>> 

Mr. Kell, V.P., responded, and obseltx^dj.|tbat ft, would be 
well for all literary institutions if they ooula exhibit such a 
balanoe-sheet* 

Chcrut (Calcott), « Hope of the World," (which waa neeived 
with great applame). 

Mr. Brockktt moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Ellison for 
bis munificent donation. The gift was not only handsome in 
itself, but was made in good taste, exhibiting an evident inten- 
tion in the donor that it should be turned to good aeoount, by 
a general adoption of a precedent so weU estoblished. The 



ordinary way of helping an institution to a site was to extend 
your aid before the building was e^ted. Mr. Ellison deviated 
tromtheusual plan. He promised the committee bis as^atanee^ 
and bore his promise in mind. He waited, however, uoti! tbe 
building was finished, and then, calling iti^ he went throiijirh tbe 
rooms, and was much pleased — as be could nt^t beIp%e)Dg. 
He asked what was tbe cost of the iite. '' £ L24 2^. .'^d* was 
the answer. He aave a cheque for the monef . fApplause,) 
Having set this example, other friends of, tbe invtitutfoti wonld 
bo calling-in in like manner. Que wobid take up the acconntj;, 
andsay,*<0, I see you've paid Mr. Emp^r^on Charnlcy, last 
year, £43 2s. for books; I'm a great friend of book «^ ; here'« a, 
cheque for the money." (Laughter.) Another would disicover 
that £31 9t. fid. had gone to the pHniera ; and fae, bemg a 
stickler for the freedom of the press, would inHantly fi^T a 
cheque on bis banker for the money. (Laughter ) A thirds 
dropping in, would east his eje over the balance- nheei, and, 
being a director of the gas company, his eye would instinctively 
fall upon the item, £11 18s. 8d. ; and he woutd say, with the 
greatest alacrity, *' O ! you would hear before tbe tlommi^siciner 
In the townball what good dividends we are gettinf^ (Eatighter)! 
here is a ebeque for the money." (Laugher.) And ^och would 
be the competition among the imitators of If^. ElHson,that 
tbe Treasurer would soon find himself once more in possession 
of all the money he had paid away. He was kxttt, thereforcy 
with saeb a prospect before them, that the members would pass 
by aeelamation the motion which he bad so much pleasure in 
proposing-^ That a vote of thanks be given to Mr. ^IPsbn for 
nis munifieent donation." (Loud cheers.) 

The Mayor (Mr. Hawks) tai^!. it mTEsht be ratber out of 
oourae^a departure from the prog ram me-*hut he could not 
help taking this occasion of namiog a matter which had hetn 
communicated to him by Mr. Ellison in confldenc^. Not that 
he was bound to keep it a strict secrt^t ^ be belfered that be was 
at liberty to'name it te a few friends ; and be ^aw do hartn in 
confiding it to the friends before him. Tbey were in eonverfia- 
iion together, and Mr. Ellison said to bim/' Gateshead is an 
improving place; there have been many gratify itiff ehangei 
within the laM'^ear 6t two; but there are one or two thk^s that 
you yet stand m "need of. You want a. Soup Kitchen and a 
Dispensaiy. (Applaase:)' Yon want better accoinmodatioa 
for your Soup Kitchen atid' your Diapeni^ary. Now/' he 
added, <* you've built a 1^ tike Meettaoies' Inuiiutc) and 
there's a pieoe of land, doseh^, that would make a good lita 
for a Dispensary and a Sqh^ Kitchen. Cantiot you j?et up a 
building of the lindf Try ; hbd as^ to tbe £ite-*Khri "oML i;e« 
about that" (Applaute.) That wan what Mr. Hlli.'^on btL\A i 
and (continued the 'Mayor) if ire ooly tneet him in t proper 
manner, depend upeti it writ get our hands very deep into nis 
pocket. (Cheers and laughter.) 

[At this stage of the proceedings an alteration in tlie'lKtfes 
was moved ahdniwttived.] .w lu jjiT 

SoHff (Rusfcjlf). « Time is a Blessing.* '"'^ -, ''' 
The Rev.'PcKTBRR moved, and tbb Rev.^'9. '^: Rbo^ka 
acknowledfred,a<vote of tbankh Co'tbiil^tirrent bftlitf past fsiir. 

G^/eefMiilletX^Way Diij" ' "' '^ ' 

Mr. W. L. HAfiLE tnov^d a roto of thanks tt^' the Majora 
and Mayoreas^ of Qitesbftad ' irtid NowCjistT^ lor their 
attendance. (Cheers.) He hWd marked, lie said, in tbe 
report read l>j Mr. Jose^^b Clcphan, the vtorda *^ progression 
and im|>rof»raent/' atid wiis fed to tetieot upon tnc progrosa 
of this institiiiion since ite biith^wbieh w^s bnt a type dI 
the progress of the world itaelf. The institution wis liorn ia 
a house in On k well grit c, which they n^d to ifigtiifr ^ith the 
name of "the towiilud!/' and the members met in a room 
that conld"hard1j bo said to be lighted bj the tallow -candlles 
8uspended"0ti it^ v^Un. Then they got into tho apartment 
over tho' -Oti^ercer office— tviji eh wae certainTy an tuiproTe^ 
ment; but when the wo r {by President eame oVer ftom ^b- 
aide to take tbe clmir at att annual moetin^, a^tbo^eb tUoy 
had got the len^b of g&s, tbore was Btilf nT> teJi for the 
ladies (laughter); nor, indeed, if thcte IsAd' been an 3% waa 
there room to dr?nk it» Bnt in duo time the Wesleyana lent 
tbe institution theit sebool rctom^ and then tbej bad both gas 
and tea (laughter); but still not content, they woiat cm in 
**' progression and improyetnent'* imti:! !fhey got a building of 
ilmir own; and now, in a biill toriplendent with tbe h\H:i& of a 
chandelier, they took their tea in grandeur and glory, 
(Laughter and appli^uagp} Mr, Harle next illusiratod Ihe 
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** prqgreiiioii ud iaprovwMnt" of the in Inr eontzmitiDg the 
litaiBtiire of tba d«j with a Tolania of ue tamdaa MagaxkM 
for 1763y which ho wm wont to read with delight in his 
yooth, (hat not, we tmtt. ao far hack m the time of ite pnhU- 
cation). He read a twaddling critiqiie on " Mr. Gray's 
Hymn to Adfendty;** end a few lines from a fustian ode oy 
GoUeyCibher^ theUnieete. He also quoted, with startling 
effecty the weekly daaghterings at the Old Bailey, for snoh 

1 as "steeling a hat in Gray's-Inn-lane;" and, passing 

^▼e to gay^he rsed the reports of the parliamentarr 
a, disgvueo under the form of discossions hj a Apoli- 
tical dub," and every member reoeiying a Roman nickname, 
neh as ** Lueiiis Valerius Flacens,* or ^ Pomponius Atticus.** 
He aquued the meeting by the questum, what would they 
think, now, if their President should be timorously reported 
In the 21iMS as « Pomponius Attious," Instead of " William 
Hntt r But we almost thou^t there were individuals in 
the room who eufied their forefathers the conoentrated 
reporti of the XoMon Mogtume, when they thought of the 
monster debales of the remorseless Tim€$ f In conclusion, 
Mr. Harle alluded to a still furthur evidence of ** progression 
and improvement,* In the presence at this anniversary of the 
ohief-magietrates of the two boroqghs— two distinguished 
employers of labour, whose works faced each other from the 
opposite banka of the Tyne— and who had oome amongst 
them to testify their approval of the high and noUe cause 
which th^y were assembled to promote. (Applause.) They 
deserved, and he had much pleasure in proposing, that the 
thanks of the members should be given to them, and to their 
Udies also, for their attendance. (<3arried by acclamation.) 

Mr. Hawks returned thanks. 

Mr. (?B4W]IALL said, for himself and Mrs. Grawhall, he 
oordiallv thanked the members for their kind and hearty 
acknowledgment of their presence. He oould assure the 
meeting that they felt greatly obliged by the invitotion 
which had been eo kindly sent by the committee, and had 
aooepted It with pleasure. Occupying the honourable 
situation in which they had been placed, H was their duty to 
encountfe e?ery histitution that had for its object the happi- 
ness and improvement of society, and no institation oould oe 
more worthy of countenance thra such a one as the Mechanics 
Instinto of Qateshead. (AppUnse.) For himself and Mrs.' 
Grawhall he again thanked the members for their kindnees, 
and wished their Institution every prosperity. (Cheers.) 

G^2m (SpofTorth), <« HaU, smilingMoral" 

Mr. PuNGLB proposed a yote <^ thanks to the memben of 
tlw Neweastie Mechanics' Institute and the other Strangers 
whdh^honoured the meeting withtheirprssenoe. (Gheere.) 

Mr. JUwumoN, as the greatest stranger, was called upon 
bv the President to respond, and was reoeived with loud 
cheers. He expressed his deep sense of the kindness with 
which he had been received in Gateshead, Srst by the Council 
and the Town Clerk, and the inhabitants of all chmes, and 
then by this institution, whose officers had hospitably invited 
him to Join with the members on this pleasina occasion. But 
as we have devoted so many of our columns, m another page, 
to the Superintending Inspector's inquiry, we are sure that 
he will excuse us if we omit the remainder of his speech* 

^»M (Stevenson), «See our Oars." 

Mr. JoHH BaowN moved a vote of thanks to Mrs. Mayoress 
and the Ladies^and Mr. JoesPB Clsphan, a nmiUr compU- 
ment to Mrs. Wilkinson (who presided at the pianoforte), 
Mr. Pybum and his Pupils, and Mr. T. Shields (who had not 
only lent the piano, but undertook toconvey it toaadi^ftree 

Mr. PTBUBir returned thanks. They were ampl^ 
he observed^ by the reflection chat they had eontril 
some small measure, to the pleasure and weUare 
admirable Institution. (Applause^ 

Mr. Kell, in moving a vote of thanks to the President, 
who never fuled them at their anniversaries, observed. In 
allusion to a cnmpliment paid to him (Mr. K.) by Mr. Bawiin- 
eon, that what he had done he had done oheerfolly. Itwae. 
in his opinion, a more wise, and kind, and charitable act, ana 
much cheaper, too, to pay for making the homes of the artisan 
pure and comfortable^ than for providing a fever hospital. 
(Applause.) He had much satisiaotiQii in moring a rote of 
.llifikluito2(r,Hntt. (Gbeen.) 
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Mr. HuTT, having made his acknowledgments, said that be 
also, like Mr. Fhither. bad to apologize for a brvach of enfcage- 
ment. In oonmon with (hat geoUMnan he had underulten to 
deliver a lecture, and he had been prevented from fnlflUiog bis 
iatentioo by the same caus^— ill health. He had alio to regret 
that the aplicatloa which be had made to the Government, on 
behalf of this institution, fbr a valuable historical work, had 
proved unsueoessfuL Lord Langdale did not think it desirable 
to grant a copy to a Meehanics' Institnte. The work #as 
publithed by the Govemncnt— published at the expense of the 
public — and, although highly respecting the charaoter and 
judgment of Lord LangdalCa ne really could not see why a 
copy should not be given to a Mechanics* Institution which 
wished to have one. He was sorry to say that too little dispo- 
sition was manifinted by the Snghsh Govemosent to place 
soeh works before the people. Mr. James Clephan was to 
have read a paper that night on ^ Public Libraries.'' He was 
sorry that they should have been deprived of a paper on so 
important a subject; but when they arrived at that stage of 
the programme the night was far gone, and Mr. Clephan fdt 
it judicious to waive his intention. The subject of bis paper 
was one which had reeeotly engaged (he attention of the House 
of Commons, and it was found that while France had 107 
Public Libraries, freely open to the native and the foreigner, 
and Austria, a country which we were not accustomed to regard 
as friendly to education and literature^ had 48, in our own 
island, that proudly boasted how it led the march of nations, we 
had but one I He might be told that there were more — that, 
(or instance, the librarv of the British Museum was public and 
free. But if Mr. Clephan, wishing to see some partiealar work 
in the Museum, should knock at the door and ask for admission, 
be would be sent back to procure, if he could, a testimonial 
from some person of known standbig, vouching for his respec. 
tabili^. To say that the libraiy of the British Museum was 
practically open and free, was much the same as to say that 
the north-west passage was freely open to the mariner. 
(Laughter.) Butjreverting to his milure to obtain the work 
lor which he bad applied, be would make it bis endeavour to 
turn to profit the disappointment of this institution. He would 
tiy to secure the pubiie money from being spent in foture on 
the pnblleation of expensive works, unless the people of this 
countiy, who found the money, should have the opportunity of 
using them. (Applause.) Mr. Hntt eondnded with one or 
two suitable remarks, and left the chair amidst loud cheers, 
followed by the Mayors of Newcastle and Qateshead, &c.,&c. 

Mr, C. Oakbott was called to the chair ; scrutineers were 
appointed; and the votes were cast up. The Chalnnan then 
declared that the following gentleaien stood upon the poll as 
follows, and were the officers and committee of the ensuing 
year: — William Hntt, Esq., M.P., President; Mr. George 
Crawshay, Mr. Hawks. Mr. Brockett, Mr. Kell, Mr. James 
Clephan, Rev. Dr. Davies, Dr. Dixon, and Mr. Lockcj Harle, 
Vice-Presidena; Mr. Joseph Clephan and Mr. Joseph Carr, 
Secretaries; Mr. Cornelius Garbutt. Treasursr; Messrs. Wil- 
liam Hedl^, John Brown, John Biagbum, Joseph Maughan, 
George Bell, William Wakinshaw, J. W. Robinson, J. W. 
Swinburne, John Pattiason, John Hopper, W. JoUie (M.D.), 
Charles Bumey, B. A. Hedley, Richard Young, R. Murray, 
F. Chtfk, James Browa, F. P. lonn. 



The following letter was received, Nov. 30, by the Seers- 
taries, from Mr. Rawlinsoo, the Superintending Inspeetor ^- 
QaMtt** Head Hstd, KeweasUe* Wiismbiir fS. 

emLiMBV,*Pl«aM to tandtr my tbaaln to tbe CcoMrium of year 
iasamtfon for thdr Mad inritatloB to yoor anaosl iMStlBfi. Baviae 
bMU aisoy jmis a sMnbcr of tbe OonnrittM of Um llMbaoiss* Inallta. 
tion or Llwrpool, I oan iMtiry to Ibe vSsI UMOBt of bmoat scab 
tBidtat iOB t do MBlbr. No ampiro* no Uagion U now ssoors, oataM 
thabeMcribspyiaaridsfsosMyislalsIlMlBal. Of vUtaifMi saa only 
bs soSqaal with kaowlodgt:-!! eamiot go bsfiws it; KoaoMt Hsr 
' " ' Ihsy SMul bt flMttaaUy prsgrasiiva. And is tbe worda of 



TsanyMD I wMld lay :^ 

IdoabCaotlhroa|(b tkeagMensoloraal 
And tba tboogkts of smb are widsa'd wll 

Or wMh Bairn >- 

Than let us piay ttat soaM it amy, 

That mso sad auui o'ar all thesartb 
Shall brafthars ba, and a* that, 



lbs eyatiBM of tba aaaSf 



TsasssBvlishttaaa thingilaena pvpoaaefa 

lysurevB. Man have Uvad ^sfn^e Ihair sfs ; thaieara man efts' tba 
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«m; bat oar iDttiCaUooa an of the ift. And MMhanlts' IiMtitDllont 
MO a peealiarity of thU age. The Poet, who it alio alwaya the Prophet, 
has teen the growth of knowledge in every aga^ Oat of the things wen 
he has had hrlght Tislons of the tme real : the aneeen, beeaaee tpiritaaL 
'* Then mrt nsore things *twizt heaven and earth than are drsaost of In 
oar phlloeophy." And wo asay all hope that there is a *' good tiose 
eoming." Bnt this good tiaM will reqaire the eoaibined laboor of troe 
hande and trae hearte. Things good eone not by aoeident, bat 
by design and laboar ; and it is the boanden daty of all rigbtmlnded 
■en 10 laboor for their own good and that of the whole oommonlty. 
And thie all the nembere of the Oateehead Meehaniee' Institatlon will 
4o. I am, eentlemen, yoor asoet obedient Servant, 

BOBBKT BaWLWSOV. 

Meeen. J. Olephan and J. W. Swinbame, Seentarise. 



BOBOUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

INQUIRY OF THE SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR 
UMDEB THE PUBLIC HEALTH AOT. 
Thb inqoiiy of whieh official ootice waa fiyen in the 
Ohserver on the 10th Nov., commeoced on WedDesdty, the 28th 
Nov., io the Coancil Chamber of the TownhaU. The Saperin- 
tendiDg Inspector of the Geneml Board of Health, R. Raw- 
LIN80N, Esq., toolE hii seat at 11 o'cloek in the forenoon. 
Among the gentlemen present we obsenred Georie Hawks, 
Esq., Mayor, the Re?. Dr. Davies, Rector, Alderman Broekett, 
J.P., Aldermen Cammins, Smith, and Potu, William Hymers, 
Esq., J.P.. Jamee Pollock, Esq., J.P., William Kell, Esq., 
Town Clerk, Cooneillort Allbosen, Cook, Donglas, Lister, 
Pearson, and Prookter, Mr. S. E. Pearse, Borough Treasurer, 
Drs. Robinson, Dison, JoUie, and Barkus, Messrs* Bennett, 
Pearse, and Robinson (surgeons), and Messrs. R. i4kmbert, J. 
W. Swinhurne, John Dobson, R. Nicholson, C.E., Joseph 
Price, R. W. Hodgsoo, D. D. Main, J. A. Hymers, R. C. 
Young, D. & P. Haggle, P. J. Main, Thomas Hebron, Joseph 
Kimpster, dec, dec, &c. 

Mr. Rawlikson, in opening the proceedings, read the notice 
which he had published, setting forth that he would make 
inquiry with respect to— 
The Sewerage, Drainage, and Supply of Water. 
The State of the Burial Grounds. 
The Number and Sanitary Condition of the Inhabitants. 
The Local Acta of Parliament (if any) for Paving, Lighting, 
Cleansing, Watching, RegulaUng, Supplying with Water, 
or improfing, or ha?ing relation to the purposes of the 
said Act 
The Natural Drainage of Areas. 
The existing Municipal, Parochial, or other Local Bonnda. 

ries. 
The Boundaries which may be most adnmtageonsly adopted 

for the purposes of the said Act 

And other matters in respect wbeieof the General Boajrd of 

Health is desirous of being informed for the purpow of 

enabling them to judge of the propriety of reporting to Her 

Majesty or making a pro? isional order with a Tiew to the 

application of the said Act, or any part thereof, to the said 

Borough, 

He had been sent down, be said, by the General Board of 

Health, at the request of the Corporation of Gateshead, and 

would reedre whatever eridenee was tendend to him, and 

make a personal inspection of the town. Then, having cod- 

dnded the investigation, he would make a report to the Gene- 

na Board, and that report would be made public, with a view 

to its being considered and canvassed, and to aff»r4 the antho- 

ritiei and private inhabitante an opportmiitj of makinf 

mnarka ttmeapon to the Board in LondoiL 



The Town Cliul said, that on receipt of the notice o 
inquiiy, the Council immediately appointed a Committee to 
make the necessary preparations for the Superintending 
Inspector's visit, and to attend the investigation on his arrivaL 
He (the Town Clerk) had prepared a statement to lay before 
Mr. Rawlinson; and that statement, which had received the 
approbation of the Committee, he would now read:— 

BOROUGH or OATISHBAD. 

General Desmplicii.— Gateshead is situated on the south 
bank of the river Tyne, about 10 miles from its confluence with 
the German Ocean, and immediately opposite to the populous 
and opulent town and county of Newcastle; and it partidpatee 
with that town in the advantages of a local porition highly 
favourable to the general purposes of trade and navigation, it 
being in the centre of one of the most important mining dis- 
triets in the kingdom, and approached by railways and roads 
in every direction. The population of the borough was in 1841 
90,233, and is estimated to be now between 34,000 and 35/)00; 
while the adjacent district of the county of Durham is by no 
means a thinly-populated rural district, as will appear by the 
table of population of the Gateshead Union hereinafter 
referred to. I would here refer to Table No. 1, of the Area, 
Rateable Value, Number of Rated Inhabitants, dec. 

The borough of Gateshead did for oentnries contain an area 
of 3,390 statute acres, aod was coextensive with the parish of 
that name; but in 1809 an act passed for building a church on 
Gateshead Fell, and for making the Fell a distinct rectory and 
parish { but the separation was for eecUeiaeUeal purposes onZy ,* 
the maintenance of the poor and of the highways, and other 
parochial duties, being still periormed by the Overseers and 
other parochial officers of Gateshead. 

The Parliamentary Reform Act of 18S3, which gave a Mem- 
ber to Gateshead, annexed to the borough a tongue of land con- 
taioing 180 acres, part of the ehapelrr of Heworth, which pro- 
jected into the borough ; and the parliamentary and munidpal 
boundaries of the borough are coextensive, and oomprise an 
area ot 3,fi00 statute acres. 

The town of Gateshead is situated on the northern extremity 
of the borough, and on the southern bank of the Tjrne. The 
ground rises veiy rapidly, in some places steeply, from the 
brink of the river, to the hdght of about 96 feet, and thence 
more gradually to the southern extremis of the town, where it 
attaios the height of 200 feet, and thence contiDues torise more 
rapidly until it atuins the hdght of upwards of 400 feet above 
the river, at the distance of two miles from it The adjacent 
countrr, to the east and west, rises at nearly the same angles 
from the river, until it attains the hdght of 900 feet at the 
distance of a mile from the Tyne ; and thence it is nearly leveL 
The toim of Gateshead extends along the margin of the river 
about 10 furiongs from east to west— and ftom the river, south- 
wards, above a mile. 

Manufactories, to a oonnderable extent, of iron,glai8, alkali, 
soap, earthenware, and other articles, in the maaufaeture of 
which cheapness of fuel and hcility of tranrit are of importance, 
are carried on in Gateshead, and on the southern bank of the 
Tyne, to the east and also to the westward of it; and those 
manufactories are evidently increasing, both in number and 
magnitnde. 

A eondderable population is scattered over the more rural 
districts of the borough; and at Low Fdl. Sheriff Hill, and 
Wrekenton, are clusters of dwellings which would, in many 
districts of England, be conridered populous towns. 

The town, by reason of its height above the river Tyne, and 
sloping direction towards it, is not at all liable to be flooded, 
DOT are any of the suburban diatricts above-mentioned. 

There are no obstructions to the natural drainage. On the 
contrary, great facilities for drainage are presented by the 
ateepness of descent in all the lower, and of^ sufBdent descent 
in all the upper parts of the town of Gateshead: and the de- 
▼ated podtions and inequalities of surface at the Low Fdl, 
Shcriflf Hill, and Wreiienton, afford the like facilities. 

There is no public survey of the town or district, eompre- 
hendiBi ft system of levds; althongh the subjeet hu engaged 
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the atteDtioB of the Towo CouDci), who applied to the Ordnance 
Offiee for an estimate of the probable cost ot a plan of tbe ord- 
nanee sanrey of tbe boronffa, npon a scale of 5 feet to tbe mile; 
but on learning, in Angnst, 1843, that snch a plan won Id cost 
tbe borough above £300 (altbougb the snrvey had been taken 
at tbe public expense), tbe idea of procuring it was abandoned, 
the state of the Borongh Fund not justifying the appropriation 
of so large a snm for that plan, however desirable the posses- 
sion of it might be. 

Tbe only regulations for draining the town are those con- 
tained in tbe IxMal Act hereinafter more particularly referred to. 

StrakL^The surface soil is a brown loam upon a retentive 
yellow clay, varying in thickness, in many places underlaid by 
a more tenacious blue clay. At irregular intervals there are 
beds of diy or quick sand in the clay, varying much in thick. 
ness. The substratum is a fine sandstone, which comes to the 
surface in many parts of the town, overlying the coal for which 
the district is famous. 

I have applied tor and trust to be able to present sections of 
the strata gone through in sinking collieries in the borough. 

Sewerage and 2>ratRa^e.— Tbe only buili common sewer 
existing in Gateshead prior to 1843, was made in 1773 on the 
rebuilding of Tyne Bridge and tbe formation of Charcb-street; 
and it extended only from the end of Cannon.street to tbe 
western end of Hillgate, and thence underneath dwelling-houses 
(and not through Bridge-street) to the river Tyne. In 1842 a 
common sewer of 99 yards in length was made in Bridge-street, 
communicating with the sewer above mentioned and terminating 
in the river underneath tbe bridge. It is 5 feet 8 inches high 
and 4 feet broad, with semicircular arched top of brick; perpen- 
dicular sides of stone 3 feet 6 inches high, and tbe bottom of 
stones forming a slightly inverted arch. Tbe mason-work was 
contracled-for at 6s. 2d. per running foot : the entire cost, 
£265 4s. 8d. Of that sum £158 19s. 5d. was paid for tbe exca. 
vation out of a fund subscribed for the relief of unemployed 
workmen. 

There was an ojun venneltrom Oakwellgate to Churcb-street 
at its junction with Cannon.street, ot which a plan and sections 
are given in Dr. Reid's Report on tbe Sanitary Condition of 
Gateshead. It was deepened and covered in by tbe Town 
Council in 1844-5, the masonry being cootracted-for at 10s. 6d. 
per running yard; and a public privy was erected over what 
appeared to be the most convenient part of it; but the owner 
of the adjacent property polled the privy down and closed tbe 
opening into the sewer; aod before or since that time no public 
privy has been formed in Gateshead. 

The Town Council, as Commissioners of the Gateshead 
Street Act, have this year formed a sewer from the top of that 
last-mentioned along Church-street and High-street to the 
southern extremity of the town. Mr. Dobson, the architect 
under whose direction it was formed, will be in attendance to 
give evidence as to tbe form, position, and cost of that sewer ; 
and also as to the defects of tbe drainage of the town, and the 
method ot remedying them. 

Supply qf TPa/er.— Tbe town of Gateshead is amply supplied 
with water by the Whittle Dean Water Company, and their 
Secretary and Engineer will be in attendance to give evidence 
on this bead. 

Burial 6^ouiu2s.— Until tbe year 1811, the burial-ground 
attached to the parish- church of Gateshead was tbe only burial- 
ground in the borough. It is on a table land, immediately 
adjoining on the north a rapid ascent from the river. The soil 
on the northern side is a stiff, retentive clay, so much charged 
with water that on vaults being opened on that side of tbe 
churchyard the coffins are found swimming about like boats: 
and on a grave being opened on that side of the ground, it fills 
with water so rapidly that it is necessary to bale it. On the 
south side of the ground the clay is overlaid by a deep bed of 
the yellow sand above referred to, and is quite dry. On the 
north-western side the ground is more than 20 feet above the 
adjoining Churob-street, from which it is fenced by a high 
stone wall. 

Application has been made to the Rector of Gateshead for 
*' A Sutement of tbe Burials in each year from tbe earliest period 
to which any records extend, and ot tbe Area of each Burial 
Ground, and ot the Time and Esteot of any Addition thereto." 
He declines carrying the statement of burials further back than 
10 years^ the extent of his ministry ; and a copy of his return 



will be presented. I have, however, obtained, from another 
source, a statement of tbe marriages, baptisms, and burials at 
SL Mary's church, from 1801 to 1826, which accompanies this 
report In 1811 the burial-ground of St. Edmund's cbapel was 
consecrated. It contains an area of 2 roods 33 perches, and is 
situated in a rural district above the southern extremity of tbe 
town, and is bounded on tbe western side by the Durham and 
Tyne-bridge turnpike-road. Tbe most remarkable object in it 
is tbe obelisk to the memory of the 222 victims ot the cholera 
who were interred there in 1832. 

In 1848, St. Cutbbert's church and burial ground, situated in 
a rural district on the western side of the town, were conse- 
crated. Tbe area of the ground is one acre, including the site 
of the church. 

In 1825, the church and burial-ground of tbe rectory of St. 
John, Gateshead Fell, were consecrated. The situation is con- 
siderably elevated and in a rural district— tbe area nearly an 
acre. The Rector of Gateshead Fell has complied with the 
request made to him with great readiness ; and his return of 
the interments since the consecration of the ground in 1825 
accompanies this statement; as does also a tabular statement 
of the interments in each burial-ground in the borough in each 
year from 1839 to November, 1849, viz. :— 

St. Mary's, Gateshead 3455 

Sl Edmund's Cbapel 1118 

St. Cuihbert's Church 137 

St. John's, Gateshead Fell 1127 

Total 5837 

Number and Sanitary Condition, — This report will be 
accompanied by a comparative statement of the population of 
the borough, and also of tbe parishes forming the Gateshead 
Union, from tbe first census in 1801 to the last in 1841. 1 have 
applied to the Superintendent Registrar for a statement of tbe 
number of births in each month and year from 1837, and a like 
statement of the buriah} which will be presented with this 
report. 

The present population of the borough is estimated at from 
24,000 to 25,000. 

The medical gentlemen residing in Gateshead have prepared 
a Report on the Sanitary Condition of tbe borough. 

Local Acts.—ln tbe year 1814, an act was passed (54 George 
III., cap. 109), *' for cleansing, lighting, and otherwise improving 
certain streets and places within and near the town and boroutrh 
of Gateshead, in the county of Durham," of which a copy will 
be presented with this report. Tbe act was to be put in exe- 
cution by Commissioners therein named, and to be appointed 
as therein directed. 

The boundaries or limits of tbe act are declared to be the 
parish of Gateshead ; but inasmuch as it might not be conve- 
nient or expedient to extend to certain parts of the parish the 
accommodation and works thereby authorized to be made, the 
Commissioners are empowered to declare any part of the parish 
exempt from the rates or assessments thereby authorized; 
which are not to exceed one shilling in the pound per annum 
upon the full improved yearly value, and to be be levied ** upon 
the tenants or occupiers of houses, buildings, yards, gardens, 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, within the limits or 
boundaries, (save and except tithes, collieries, and farms of 
land, and gardens exceeding two acres not attached or imme- 
diately contiguous to dwelling-houses). The landlords are to 
allow to their tenants a moiety of tbe rate paid by them ; and 
the Commissioners are directed to assess the landlord or owner 
of any houses or buildings let to or occupied by two or more 
tenants. 

Tbe act places the footpaths in the several « streets, lanes, 
avenues, public passages, and places" within its limits, under 
the jurisdiction of the Commissioners (the carriage-ways of 
such of the public roads as are not turnpikes being under the 
jurisdiction of the parochial Surveyors of Highways), and gives 
powers for cleansing, lighting, watching, and otherwise improv. 
ing such streets, &c. 

This act is, in common parlance, called ^ The Gateshead 
Street Act'' Its powers and provisions are quite inadequate to 
the present circumstances of the borough. 1 he Commissioners 
continued to act under it, and to levy an annual rate of Is. per 
pound per annum, upon the town di&trict onlj» until tbe 
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month of Mareb, 1896; wheo,by ▼irtoe of the 75th teetion of 
the Monieipal CorporatioDS Reg alttioD Act, 6 aod 6 William 
IV., cap. 76, their powers were traDsferred to the Town Coon* 
eil, ooniistioK of the Mayor, liz Aldermen, and eighteen Conn. 
eiUors, by whom the act has been since and is now pot in exe- 
cution. 

Under the provisions of the Mnnieipal Regnlation Act, the 
power of appointing watchmen was taken from the Commis- 
sioners and conferred npon the Watch Committee of the 
Council ; and the cost of maintaining a police was borne by a 
watch rate, the rate bviable under the Local Act being propor. 
tionably reduced. The proportion in Gateshead was one-fourth 
of the rate levied, or threepence per pound. 

Tbe only other Local Act, having relation to the purposes of 
the Public Health Act, is— 

The WhiitU Dean Waitr Company's Aet—S and 9 Viet., 
September, 1845, intituled ** An Act tor Supplying the Borough 
and County of Newcastle-upon-Tyne^ and the Borough of 
Gateshead, in the County of Durham, and the Neighbourhood 
h ereof, wi th Water from Whittle Dean, in the Parish of 
Oviugbam, and other places in Northumberland." 

I also present a copy of tbe Bye Lowe of tbe Town Council, 
and of one which was ordained for the purpose of preventing 
tippling in public bouses on the Sunday mornings ; but it was 
not approved by the Secretary of State, although a copy of a 
clause in tbe Newctstle.upon.Tyne Improvement Act. 

A omiddTiet.— The borough of Gateshead is bounded on tbe 
north by the river Tyne, on the south by the chapelry of 
Lamesley,on the east by the chapelry of Heworth, and on the 
west by the parish of Whickhanc, all those plaoes being in the 
Gateshead Union, (except Lamesley, which is in the Chester- 
le.Street Union). 

I am inscrueted by tbe Committee of tbe Town Council 
appointed to attend to this inquiry, to sute, with reference to 
the boundaries which may be most advantageously adopted for 
the purposes of tbe Public Health Acts, that ** they would 
rather have the limits confined to tbe borough ; but as it may 
be desirable to extend them, they have no objection to tbe 
extension, should tbe Inspector think it necessary." 

iSooii.— The borough is intersected from north to south by 
the Durham and Tyne Bridge Turnpike Road, with a branch 
to the soath west; the carriage High Street of Gateshead is 
supported in common by the Turnpike Trust above-mentioned, 
and bv the Trustees of the Wearmonth and Tyne Bridge 
Turnpike Boad, whose separate turnpike branches off to the 
eastv^jrd at the distance of a mile from the Tyne; the turn- 
pike TQtA to Hexham branches off to the west a short distance 
north of the Wearmonth road. 

The carriage-ways in all the other streets are under the 
control of the Surveyors of Highways for the parish of 
Gateshead, as are both carriage and footways on those roads 
beyond the limits (for the time being) of the Gateshead 
Street Act. The Surveyors are prepared with a statement of 
ibwt trust, which I donbt not will be found satisfactoir. 

The footpaths in the streets of Gtateshead, are, as before 
stated, under the control of the Town Council as Commis- 
sioners of the Gtateshead Street Act. 

Xi^Altn^.— The Streets are lighted with lanterns illuminated 
with gas at tbe expense of the Gateshead Street Act Commis- 
sioners' Fund. The gas is supplied by the Newcastle and 
Gateehead Union Gas Company, at the cost of £2 2s. per 
lamp per annum, tbe lanterns, poxts, brackets and pipes from 
the mains being furnished by the Commissioners. 

The Seeietary of tbe Gas Company will state tbe price of 
gas to private consumers. The Company have no act of 
Parliament 

Lodging HouteB.'^ Mr. Schorey, the Superintendent of 
Police has prepared a Report on these, in which he has entered 
into a detail of their disgosttne coodition. 

Local 7ar«s.— In the year 1821 , a Select Vestry was appointed 
under Mr. Sturges Bourne's Act, 59 George III.; whereupon 
tbe poor's rates in the parish of Gateshead were reduced from 
6s. id: per pound to 3s. 4d., it is believed without any diminu. 
tion of relief to the really necessitous poor :— another proof that 
superior management is productive of economy. I present a 
ubieof the reoUl collected upon — the rate per pound — tbe 
amount of poor's rate collected— and tbe amount paid thereout, 
for ten years, extracted from the reports of the Vestry. I also 



present a statement of the sums paid for local taxes in the 
borough of Gateshead in each year for tbe last ten years. 

In cenelusion, I am instructed by tbe Committee to acquaint 
you that they are desirous to recommend that in any future 
Public Health Act provision shall be made for the supply to 
Local Boards of Health, and for the general publication, of 
engraved plans of the ordnance survey of all towns and popu- 
lous districts, where tbe population exceeds 5,000 souls^ on a 
scale of 5 feet to tbe mile, with sections and contour lines, as a 
matter of great and permanent importance to the whole coun- 
try at large, and to no district more particularly than to this 
borough; and also that Local Boards of Health, or Town 
Councils (if there be such within the district), should be 
empowered to erect or purchase gas-works for supplying the 
town and private consumers at a moderate rate; and also 
powers for the erection and maintenance of markets, baths, 
washhouses, and public clocks. 

William Kbll, Town Clerk. 
Townhall, Gateshead. November 27, 1849. 
We annex to this admirable '< Statement" of the Town 
Clerk copies of some of tbe papers by which it was accom- 
panied, and the substance of others :— 

Area and Population of the 7ou^R4Ai;w.— Ghtteshead :— 3^320 
acres; rateable value, £89,000; number of rated inhabitants, 
1,500; popnUtion in 1841, 19,505. Heworth, 180 acres; rate- 
able value, £693 lOs.; rated inhabitants, 42; population in 
1841,618. 

Report of Mr, Barkus on the Strata at Oatethead.—QhitM- 
head is situated about tbe middle of tbe Newcastle eoal field. 
The coal-strata on tbe southern side of the borough are found 
denuded to a considerable depth, and forming the vale of the 
Tyne, with its subsidiary, the Team rivulet, to tbe west. 
Under the southern part of tbe borough, as at Wrekenton, the 
surface is elevated about 500 feet above the level of the river 
Tyne. The uppermost bed of workable coal (known by the 
name of tbe High Main) is found cropping out a little to the 
.south of the railway.bridge across the main street in Gateshead; 
and its cd^e or basset may be traced from thence westward to 
tbe WiDdroill Hills, where it terminates. The working of this 
bed of coal, in lonoer limes, has materially assisted in draining 
tbe town and adjacent district, thereby preventing the under 
springs supplied from the subjacent strata from rising up to 
the surface, and adding materially to the comfort and heialth 
of the inhabitants. In proceeding across the borough in a 
southerly direction from Tyne bridge, by the line of the old 
Durham road, the surface ascends at a ratio of about 220 feet 
per mile, until the summit of Sheriff HiU is attained; and as 
the strata generally, in this part of the coal-field, rise to the 
north-west, the valuable sandstone strata, so much esteemed for 
building purposes and the supply of grindstones, are brought 
within an available depth from the surface. The most valuable 
part of the coal-beds found within the borough is now nearly 
exhausted. What remains of the principal seams will be found 
in pillars. There are also other thin and inferior seams that 
have not hitherto been found workable to profit. Tbe various 
strata of coal, sandstone, slate, and ironstone, are found alter- 
nating in irregular thicknesses, cropping out from tbe side of 
the bill in succession, and usually covered by a strong brown 
brick-day, frequently tinged with iron, which gives to it a 
yellowish hue. Its thickness is variable, reducing progres. 
sively in ascending tbe high grounds. The surfaee-covering 
consists of a thin layer of moderately productive soil overlying 
the clay. Tbe latter being less pervious to water, prevents the 
manure from being washed off, as in sandv subsoils, and 
thereby retaining in the sod the entire benefit to the agriculturist. 
The banks of the river Tyne consist of silt or diluvium, brought 
down in suspension with tbe water from the higher grounds, 
and deposited there to a great depth. It may be fairly assumed 
that this part of the town will be the most unhealthy, so long 
as the foundations of the dwellings remain as at present 
undrained. A large capital has lately been expended in 
excavating a general sewer down the main- street, for the recep. 
tion of the water that falls therein, together with the surrounding 
district, and the land springs. This, no doubt, will add 
materially to tbe health and comfort of the inhabitants. How. 
ever, I fear that, in consequence of the great descent of the 
surface, tbe floods of water, when collected and diverted in to 
tbe main drain, will attain tc" treat a Telocity, the impetus of 
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whioh 11 likely to ocetiion derangemeDt and dettractioD at its 
flod. before arrivinir at the river. Farther experience on this 
■nnect will probably indooe the inhabiUnU of the borough to 
inatn bianeii drains to diverge froai the main channel into the 
bask stieeCs and ontskirU of the town, thereby extending the 
benefits of sewerage to within reach of all the inhabitants, and 
removing the danger of destroction to the main sewer. 



Oi^head Fell, Nov. 97, 1849. 
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^ Birthi and Deaihi in Gateshead Parii4.— The number of 
births and deaths in the parish of Ghtteshead, in each month 
and year, from 1837 to 1849 indosive, i 
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Burial Grounds of Gateshead and the J^eUL — Area of St. 
Mtfy's, 5«880 square yards, inclusive of site of chnrch (810); 
Bt.Eidmand't,2a«83p.: St. Cnthhert's, an acre (inelnsive of 
site of chnrch) ; St. John's, 4^682 (ditto). Nomber of burials 
from 1839 to 1849:— 

Ytar. Mary's. Bdmoad's. Oatbbtrt's. John's. ToCsl. 

1839 826 .. 38 .. — .. 104 .. 468 

1840 350 .. 37 .. — .. 127 .. 514 

1841 354 .. 26 .. — .. 92 .. 472 

1842 320 .. 42 .. — .. 101 .. 468 

1843 865 .. 53 .. — .. 128 .. 541 

1844 315 .. 53 .. — .. 82 .. 450 

1845 295 .. 46 .. — .. 83 .. 424 

1846 428 ..201 .. — •• 120 .. 149 

1847 443 .. 86 .. — .. 103 .. 632 

1848 161 ..187 .. 52 .. 71 .. 471 

1849 (to Nov. 24).. 98 .. 349 .. 85 .. 121 .. 653 

3^6 ins "lS7 1127 5^7 

" I believe," says the Rector (in famishing the foregoing 
details as to St. Marjr's, St. Edmund's, and St. Cnthbert's), 
^ that this statement is correct ; and from its indications it 
will appear that the burials at St. Mary's churchyard, since 
the opening of St. Cuthbert's, and the regulation of allowing 
no interment in the former without going six feet deen, are 
rapidly lessening, and those in the latter correspondingly 
increasing." 

SL John's Burial (Troimi.— Area, 4,662 square yards (in- 
clusive of 582 square yards forming the site of the ehurch). 
Consecrated August 30, 1825. Number of burials:— 

Tear. Males. FasBales. Total. 

1825 3 .. 2 .. 5 

1826 17 .. 14 .. 31 

1827 16 .. 13 .. 29 

1828 25 .. 18 .. 43 

1829 26 .. 23 .. 49 

1830 25 .. 30 .. 55 

1831 48 .. 28 .. 76 

1832 44 .. 89 .. 83 

1833 38 .. 29 .. 67 

1834 39 .. 35 .. 74 

1835 39 ,. 37 .. 76 

1836 58 .. 32 .. 91 

1837 39 .. 46 .. 85 

1838 47 .. 30 .. 77 

1839 54 .. 50 .. 104 

1840 61 .. 66 .. 127 

1841 48 .. 44 .. 92 

1842 56 .. 45 .. 101 

1843 92 .. 31 .. 123 

1844 39 .. 48 .. 82 

1845 42 .. 41 .. 83 

1886 68 .. 52 .. 120 

1847 53 .. 50 .. 108 

1848 34 .. 37 .. 71 

1849 (to November 20) 70 .. 51 .. 121 

PoriiAo/^otesAsaif.— Rental collected upon for the poor 
rate— rate per pound— amount of poor rate collected— amount 
paid thereout for county rate, in the parish of Gateshead, for 
ten years ending April 1, 1830, (extracted from reports of 
the Select Vestry, esUblidied 1821). 

?"i*"f Bontal. ^«»'KaU CollooCod Paid oet for 

April 1. ""■*• porpoond. «•"•»«•«. OountFBate. 

1821 ....£14,210 .. 6s. 4d. ..£4499 14 1 ..£123 8 

1822 .... 14,727 .. 48. lOd. .. 3559 9 10 .. 108 4 

1823 .... 14,580 .. 4s. 2d. .. 3087 10 2 .. 137 12 

1824 .... 15451 .. 3s. 8d. .. 2832 14 .. 238 7 I 

1825 .... 15,540 ..3s. 4d. .. 2589 18 11 .. 300 9 9 

1826 .... 15,406 .. 8s. 8d. .. 2824 7 2h. 442 8 11 

1827 .... 16,029 .. 3s. 4d. .. 2671 10 4 .. 321 12 3 

1828 .... 16JB08 .. 3s. 6d. •• 2941 8 7 .. 877 19 

1829 .. . 18,783 .. 3s. 4d. .. 3130 12 7 .. 283 9 3 
1880 .... 19/)48 .. 3s. lOd. .. 8650 10}.. 283 9 3 
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Chapdry of Hewortk.'-hocaA taxes paid in that part of the 
<^pelr7 of Heworth whieh is in the horoogfa of Oateehead :— 



its? P~'«^- -Co«Uy. 

1839 £69 6 0.. 8 13 3 

1840 75 1 6 .. 10 2 1 

1841 89 10 8 .. 12 19 10 

1842 86 12 6 .. 7 4 4 

1843/ 92 8 

,mti 89 10 



Cfaid out of pooa aATS.l 
Boroogh. 
(none.) 
5 18 3 



*1845 89 10 3 

y 1846 83 14 9 



8 13 3. 

10 2 I 

20 2 1 

10 2 1 

12 19 10 

7 4 4 

7 4 4 

Oaieihead Poor Law CTnum.— Area and popnlation of the 

pariihes and townahips comprising the Gateshead Union :— 



1847 80 17 

1848 92 8 

1849 92 8 



4 15 
4 15 

4 15 

5 18 
7 3 
9 10 8 

6 17 6 
13 5 



20 12 6 



Higfawaj. 

25 19 9 
25 19 
23 2 
20 4 
20 4 
29 4 
20 4 
28 17 6 
20 4 3 
20 4 3 
17 6 



Parbbet, 4le. 


Ance. 


1801. 


1811. 


1891. 


1831. 


1841. 




3380 
180 


8597 

• • 

3650 
80»l 
314 
48t 
886 
146 
396 


8788 

• • 

3714 
3063 
385 
468 
838 
801 
968 


11767 

• » 
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481 
446 
1067 
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■ • 
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9061 

489 
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961 
954 
340 


19606 
618 
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6730 
4540 
370 
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1710 
3160 
1300 


90983 
6606 
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Winlaton ^,. 
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6006 
663 


ifUn ^ 

Bfloo Woodside 


677 
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Ohopwdl 

Craworook 


380 
990 


Homes, eateahetd parish :- 
InhabiUd 

Balldlai lir.ZllV. 

Inl841.UiakpanofH«voilb 
vithin tbe ¥oro«gb ooo- 
tsiMd DO boQMt uDOoea. 
pied or boiDRbailt.bat of 
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Mr. Rawlihson said, on reoeiviDK the foregoing mats of 
information from the Town Clerk, that he had been much 
inteietted by the << sUtement" prepared by that gentleman, and 
the papers which accompanied it. They would very much 
facilitate his ioqniry. 

The Town Clerk: That was oor object in preparing 



Mr. DoBSON, of Neweattle, architect and surveyor, produced 
plans of the sevverage of Gateshead. Until recently, the only 
sewer in tbe town, of any moment, ran from Church-street to 
the Tyne. A main sewer bad uo« been constructed up to tlie 
end of tbe Sunderland road, and connected with an immense 
runner of pure water, ifbich ran down it, constantly, to the 
river. Tbe toUl len^rh of this newer was 1,137| yards, (High, 
street, 900; Cburch-sireet, 144); Bottle-bank, 93). Branch 
drains to the kerb stone bad also been made, to the extent of 244 
yards, to induce proprietors to communicate with tbe sewer. 
But out of 165 owners of property in High street, Church, 
stre^, and BoUle-baok, only about 22 had availed themselves 
of this facility of drainage. About 15 others, however, had 
made apniicatioa to have their branch drains made into the 
sewer. Every morning nigbtsoil was laid upon the grates. It 
was very evident that no great good would be accomplished by 
tbe sewer until the authorities had power to enforce drainage. 

Mr. RawLiNSON : And that power the PubHo Health Act 
will give you. I suppose the owners of property have a dread 
oi SOBS uadeined expense t 

Mr. BnooKiTT: O, yes! that la a phantom which has 
haunted Gateshead lon«:. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DoBsoN stated that tbe sewer was narrow-bottomed— a 
Ions whieh he had long adopted. Up to the rail way .viaduct 
across the High-street, the stratum was chiy and laminated 
stuff; and above that, rook — whieh served for the sides and 
floor of the sewer. There was a tremendous flood lately, and 
the water was then «p to the square of the arch. The sewer 
in the High-street cost 32s. per ruaniog yard ; in Chnreh-street, 
34s.; in Bottle>bsnk, 20s. The branch drains, 15s.; and 45 
shafu to these drains, with grates^ 6s« each. He was now 



making a sewer for the railway compuiy, from the river at the 
high-level bridge, to communicate imh the public sewer, which 
would reoeive the water from the streets. It was more than 
sufficient for tbe parpo»es of the company, bat not sufficient 
for tbe town. 

The Town Clbre : We had no power to interfere as to this 
dram. 

Mr. Rawunsoii observed, ia reCerenoe to a reaaark as to the 
danger of bursting drains, that a drain might be fnU, and yet 
able to take double the Quantity of water at a greater velpcity. 
Mistakes were often made from an ignoianoe of this lacL 

Mr. DoaaoN stated, in answer to questions, that there was a 
fall of 131 feet from the end of the Sunderland road. The 
whole of the drainage, both of Gateshead ai^i Newcastle, went 
into the Tyne. The river was net oftensive in consequence. 
No other part of Gateshead was severed than the High-stseet, 
Church-street, Bottle. bank, and Bridgcstreet. The sewerage 
was a mers nothing dsewheie. It was an esoellent town to 
drain. There were no physical difficulties. The great difficulty 
was to get the people to use the sewer. 

Mr. lUwuitaoN: Yet the eost would be trifling-^not pore 
than £1 per house. 

The Town Clbrk: Bat, as yon h^ve yult beard, Mr. 
Rawlinson, even when branch drains have been carried to the 
kerb.stone, proprietors will not make commonications. 

Mr, Rawltnron ^^aiiUiti ws* not surpriwd, IjociI po^er^ 
and Itival kauwifdge wet^ waQUd* aud s loc^l ^uiboriLj compe- 
tent to execute thr work in a proper msnnt^r. if a landlord 
wtibed to iDtro<iii€ti ga$^ or watt^, or a drato, and leot fer the 
neareiit trmd^sman, every one knew wha( iba^t meant. A bill 
WSJ Kore te oc^me id amountlsig Co £2 or £3. (Uear^ bear*} 
But ttith a local board, well-infaroied, and with proper 
officcrif there vould be security agaiust wai^ of lime and 
extravafanw; they would know txaetly for how much the 
vcrk oould be done; and just la much would be paid and 
charged* and no more. Then tb<re vould be power Iq levy a 
'^private improvement rate," upon which cnoB^y oould be 
barrowedi; and parties wha^ projKirty wsj drained by this 
rate, lessees, homers of life interestSf&c.j could hare the eipeaaw 
distributed over a period of thirty years« Tbej might ettber 
do iOf or pay the vbok' ehirge at once, as they pleiiJ^edp The 
tear of eitravaijiraDt taKation u oiler tbe PuMic HeaUh Act was 
altogetber a bugbear. Betides ibe pri^^te improvemeDt rate 
th«re w&«i alio a *^ district ratei;" and prai>ert; drained by this 
rate would pay, not in proporiioD to ihi r«Dia1i b^t only ^n 
propoflhio to tbe work doae for eat: h individual property. He 
had kuown nhere owneriof teoi'iiii voted and otber prdperiVt wbo 
were ?iokpily nppoied at first to dratoafte* came cap in hand 
to tbe auU)L»riLitis, when ihey saw bow cheaply utber laiidtordF' 
pmptfrey was improved, imd be^ifed to bavc theirs drained alw^ 
He had stated tbat tbe private im pro Femeii I rate mi^hi be 
SQartgaged, ao tbat li^ifiees, &g., sbonld not be hardly tM>rae 
apDn; the pubUo rate i^^u^ be m or If aged, and tbi' outUy 
spread ovur a ^riod ol thirty yi'ar?, 

Mr. LAlviBKar. director, and Kir, R, NlCQOLSON, eo^inevr, 
of I be Whittle Dean Water Company, were the neit witnefiie* 
introduced to Mr, Rawlinson. Tbey Grvt pot m a written 
^tati^ment Irom Mi. D* D, Main* the sfic/elaryj the purport of 
wbicb wa^ tbat Neweavtle aad Galeabeadt pfiur U> l@3A} were 
maiolf {j^pendivnt lor their supply of wtuer upoo tbe reteri^oir^ 
on Nevcaatle Moor. Tbat supply was contracted, and Limited 
Eo t«o days in tbe week. In JS35 the Newoiitle Subaeriptioii 
Water Oompanr vat e*4tabl]»bedT and supplied wnter from tbe 
Tyne, at the hlgb end ol Newcastle. In Igi5, when tbe 
Whittle Dean Cooipaiif poreh&^ed tbe fforki,only eight streets 
in Oatesbead were supplied with water — aad these partially* • 
They were 6ddge'£tri>rtj Brittle bank, Cannon'tttreet, Chitreb- 
i»treet, High- strict, Ball Moon- lane, Oak well gate» and Pipe- 
wdI|aCe. Tbe number of tenant!^ supplied ui ibeir o#n bou»«a 
was but 115, of nrhom only \% oaeupied hoo^ei or tentunenti of 
lt-$« (ban £tO aQoo^l rt!otal. The loweat charge of tbe Sob-^ 
script] on Cftmpaoy was 10«. per year. The supply o\ th** 
Whiitle Deao Ci^mp^nj, Inoorporatpd iti 1845^ was obtained 
Irom Whittle bura, at a diat&Dee from k2j miles from Kew' 
caitie. On tbe oompletion of tlieir works, id November* 161$, 
ibef eca»cd to supply water from the river, having obtained 
reservoirs of pure winter Ironi a souree far bey and tbe contami^ 
natiHin of a populood to^an, cotitaioiag 'III ^i^illioQS oi gallottf 
(equal to six montbi' lupply of Ke«fcaitle and Gateahead a 
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the preieot rmte of coniamption). This water was brought to 
the inhabitaDts by an aqnedoct (or iron pipe) of two feet in 
diameter, and, distributed at high pressure, flowed readily 
to the tops of the highest houses; and being constantly 
on, day and night, it was always ready to be drawn, either for 
domestic purposes or in ease of fire. The company's pipes 
were laid in 61 of the streets of Gateshead, and 2,649 tenants 
were supplied, or (reelconing five persons to a ftimily) 13,000 
persons. The number, too, was daily increasing. Of the 
3^9 tenants, 78 were occupiers of self-contained houses under 
£10 annual rental, and 3,516 occupied rooms in tenemented 
property — the poorer classes in Gateshead generally residing 
in tenements. The company laid the branch-pipe from the 
street-main to the wall of self-contained premises, and the 
landlord or tenant bore the cobt of the pipe within the 
wall and the interior fittings. In tenemented property, occu- 
pied b^ persons having access to one yard, the company supplied 
a tap in the yard for common use, and bore the whole expense. 
Tbe charge for a family occupying one room was Is. 3d. per 

? carter, or little more than a penny per week : — two rooms, 
s. 9d. A self-contained house of £7 rent paid 7s. per year : 
£8 8s. fid. ; £9 9s. 6d.; and so on. f— ^ t 

Mr. NicHOUON said, in reply to the Superintending 
Inspector, that there was considerable apathy among the land- 
lords of tenemented property as to the introduction of the 
water, and a deal of stealing among their tenants. The com- 
pany, however^ were reluctant to proceed against the ofiienders, 
hoping that eventually they would be forniMhed by their land- 
lords with a legitimate supply. Tenants often complained of 
the want of such a supply. If the water were carried into the 
rooms of the tenants, there would undoubtedly be less stealing. 
The cost of carrying it into a room would not exceed 10s. 

Mr. Rawunson : Landlords sUnd in their own light who 
neglect to supply their houses with water. In Bury the 
poorest occupier will not enter a house that has no supply of 
water. 

Mr. Nicholson : It is coming to that here. But, I am sorry 
to say, there are persons in Gateshead so wrongheaded as to 
pull down our notices of the positions of fireplugs, which are 
put up in pursuance of the law, for the sole purpose of pointing 
out where our water may be obuined in ease of fire. 

The Town Clbek : Their proper punishment would be to 
be burnt out of their beds. When the act was before parlia- 
ment, I was instructed as Town Clerk of Gateshead to require 
the insertion of a clause binding the company to place plugs at 
short disunees, and affix notices indicating their positions. 
Unfortunately no penalty was imposed for pulling down such 
notices. But, indeed, we never dreamt that any one would 
frustrate, so suicidally, an arrangement of the most obvious 
utility. 

Mr. Nicholson : It arises from want of thought We have 
had none polled down in Newcastle, and only a few in Gates, 
head. I may state that we have such a pressure in the pipes 
that fire-engines may often be dispensed with. But fires, I am 
happy to say, are of rare occurrence in Newcastle or Gateshead. 

The Town Clbrk now put in what he iuttly called an 
■^elaborate and excellent report" by the Superintendent of 
Police on the lodging-houses of Gateshead. Many persons 
present would be surprised to hear it, and it must convince tbe 
most unreflecting of the folly and mischief of indiscriminate 
almsgiving. 

Mr. Rawlinson observed that he had no desire to dry up 
the channels of private charity: but, as the Town Clerk bad 
properly observed, such revelations as these should teach tbe 
charitable a lesson of discrimination. They should know that 
the vagrants who begged from door to door bad tbe town 
planned out into districu, and were supplied with a diieetorr 
of all the almsgivers in these districU. The houses were 
marked with hieroglyphics, ioteUigible to the initiated, by 
which the vagrant knew whether he would obtain nlief easilv 
or must be importunate to succeed. ' 

Tbe Town Clnek read tbe paper:— 

Report^ Mr. Schorey on Lodging Hbasei.— This borough 
contains 36 houses of this class, a Ubolar description of which 
is annexed. They are situated for the most part in low and 
crowded neighbourhoods. Of the keepers, 17 are Irish, 7 Kok- 
lisb, and one German; and they comprise in the whole 74 
joomi (if I do not misapply the term). Many of the dormi- 



tories are little better than hovels, whether as regards size, 
cleanliness, ventilatiop, or drainage— and such as are calcu- 
lated to engender disease in its most malignant form. This 
opinion I have seen fully borne out during the prevalence of 
the late epidemic. I have had opportunities of witnessing, in 
rooms not measuring mora than fourteen feet square, from 
fifteen to twenty men, women, and children lodged— the men 
and children oompletel;|r naked, with the exception of a small 
rug— and the women with nothing more than a shift— which, 
from length of time and the filthy habits of the wearer, had the 
appearance more of oilcloth than the undergarment of a 
female— and all breathing an atmosphere pestilential in the 
extreme. Added to this, unrestrained sexual intercourse taking 
place in the presence of the youth of both sexes, not a screen of 
any kind intervening. Indeed, in my experience I have wit- 
nesscd, along with other offioen, sights of this kind such as 
would disgrace a savage life, but which, to the inmates of these 
dens, from familiarity and their low standard of morality, went 
unnoticed, except in the shape of vulgar jest or ribald remarks. 
The parties by whom these dens are supported are the sturdy 
vagranU, in whatever shape they may carry out their opera- 
tions, either as the shipwrecked mariner, the widow with a 
large family, or the begging-letter impostor, with whom I shaU 
couple tbe common thief. That plaees of this descriptkm 
receive the most trifling support from the unfortunate artisan 
who may be driven to seek empl<^ment in a distant part, I am 
oertain is not the case; for I feel pleasure in sUting that lo 
find a person of this class within their walk is a thine indeed 
of rare ocoorrenee, except it may be the Irish labourer. Not 
only are such places the hot-beds of disease in iu most loath- 
some forms, but sources from which crime in its deepest dye 
flsay be traced; some of the most daring offences on criminal 
record having, from time to time, been concocted within their 
filthy atmosphere. Were oorroboration of this sUtement neees- 
sary, I am oertain I should be fully borne out by the most 
experienced police-officers. It is here that the young vagrant 
comes into contact with the old and experienced thief, and 
where ara discussed the plans and ramifications of the day. 
Reared up in idleness, and without those lessons of morality 
which might otherwise be imparted to him, the younger vagrant 
looks to the old and more daring as the superior of his race, 
and in time comes forward to outrival him in the dishonest 
levies that are, in various shapes, made upon the public ; and 
further, in connection with houses of this description, it not 
unfreqneatly happens that the keeper is a receiver of stolen 
property, and acts in the capacity oi a ** fence," a term applied 
to persons who stand between the thief and the officer, thereby 
thwarting the ends of justice. To place the common lodging- 
house undtr proper regulations, not onfy with regard to spaM, 
venulation. drainage, and cleanliness, but also with a due 
retard to the parties by whom they should be kept, would not 
only tend to lessen disease in those densely popukted ndgh- 
bourboods, but would be the means of checking crime in iU 
earliest stage. 

William H. Schorbt, Superintendent of Police. 

Townhall, Gateshead, 37th NoTcmber, 1849. 

[From the *• Ubles* attached to Mr. Schorey's painful yet 
valuable report, we learn that the population of the 36 lodging 
houses of this town, when he took the oensus, was 385: giving 
an average of about lA^ inmates to a house, and about 64 to a 
room!] * 

Mr. Kawlinson said the report conveyed a graphic desorip- 
tion of scenes that were only too oommon in the land. After 
reading that admirable letter addressed to the Timn by Mr. 
Charles Dickens, on the morning of the execution of the Man. 
nings, he was only surprised that his reasoning powcn should 
carry him no further than the abolition of public executions. 
Such an expedient, with ragged schools, batht and washhoases. 
and other devices to boot, would be utterly vain and unprofi- 
Uble, while so many thousands of our people were without the 
means of living in oommon decency. Whilst they heided toge- 
ther in orowded rooms, men and women, married and single, 

Soung and old, indiscriminately, to lift them out of their moral 
Bgradation was impossible. Kvery garment was stripped off 
before they betook themselves to bed. Th^ ky so close to 
each other on the floor that every one could touch his neigh- 
I!?"J'k "• ??*,• "»!^.«> ''•f'o lJ«« so near to a young giri 
that he could pkee his hand upon her. The servant-girt of the 
house had no bed that she could call her own, but must take 
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any plaoe that cbaooed to be vacant And the keeper of lueh 
a miserable lodgins-room would realize bT hit castomen a 
greater income than the annual valae of the moat lozarioos 



room in the moit magnifleent mansion of the empire. The 
Public Health Act, not confining itself to sewerage and drain- 
age, gave power to local boards to regulate lodging- bouses, the 
owners of which were often only one step removed from the 
social position of the oocapiers. The property itself contri- 
buted nothing in aid of the public burdens. Every penny that 
it paid in rates, and more, was got back by the inmates from 
the relieving ofBcer. 

The subject of the burial-grounds of the borough now came 
under consideration. The tabular statemenu have been already 
given. 

The Town Clbek produced eztracu from the municipal 
minutes, showing that, February 3, 1848| on the motion of Mr. 
R. C. Young, seconded by Mr. John Robson, it was unani- 
mously resolvud that the Rector be requested ** to use every 
means in his power to prevent the continuance of interments 
in St. Mary's churchyard, the practice being, in the opinion of 
the Council, highly prejudicial to the health of the surrounding 
' inhabitants. The Rector replied ** that he fully entered into 
the gentfai spirit and object of the resolution," and *' had 
uniformly adopted every reasonable and practicable means ot 
lessening the number of burials in the parish churchyard." A 
" considerable addition had been made to tbe burying gruund 
attached to St. Edmund's chapel ; and " when tbe new cbnrch 
atBensham was to be erected," he ** made it a point to secure, 
at a considerable additional expense, a spacious churchyard, 
amounting to a full acre of ground, for the convenience of tbe 
parish generally." "With this ample provision for barying 
grounds, both most sulubly and conveniently situated," he had 
** every reason to believe that, except in cases of old family 
associations, few would be disposed to select the parisn cborch- 
yard as a burying. place; and that by requiring, in every in- 
stance, the grave to be double tbe ordinary depth, every 
practicable evil would be prevented." 

Dr. Oatibs observed that tbe number of buria!s in St 
Mary's churchyard had been considembly reduced daring the 
last two years— at leut two-thirds. The sexton assured him 
that the ground at the depth of six feet— the present prescribed 
depth of a grave— was perfectly fresh and dean. Three feet 
was formerly the depth. For his part* he should have no obiec- 
tion if it were shut up altogether. 

Mr. Rawlim SON : How long has tbe churohyard been used 
for burials I Two or thee hundred years f 

3Ir. fiaocKsn : Nearer a thousand. 

Mr. RawLinaoN : It is of little moment, then, to say that the 
bodies are all decayed. Granting that tbe 3,000 bodies buried 
in these 6^000 square yards of ground, during tbe last eleven 
years, have all returned to dust, with those that have been 
deposited in the same churchyard from time immemorial^ is 
that a reason why thousands more should be interred in the 
same ground t Oive a portion of the earth to a chemist, and 
he will soon tell you what it is— that it is animal matter. Tbe 
Jews go so far as to prohibit the use ol the same grave twice. 

Mr. Cbristian Allbusbm : It would seem that, to make 
use of St Mary's churchyard, you must cut up all tbe bodies 
bat are buried in it once in every ten years ! 

The Town Clbek said that the Medical Committee had 
assured him a body might remain undecomposed in St Mary's 
churchyard for 35 years. 

Mr. WiLUAM HTMBEt pointed out the propriety of digging 
the graves deeper in a chnraiyard at the beginning. 

Afi; Rawunson said that the General Board would issue 
general plans and instructions for the management of grave- 
yards. CSemeteries were so conducted that the managers 
could take you to any grave that you might name. It was not 
so, however, in churchyards. The sexton himself was usually 
so little acquainted with the condition of the yard, that when he 
wanted a place for a new grave be must take that disgusting 
implementy the boring rod, to Up the ground. 

Dr. DAviBa suted (in reply to Mr. R.) that there bad been 
no interments within the ehurch in his time. There were 
brick vaults in the cbsrchyard. 

The Town Clbbk : And in these brick vaults, we are told, 
the coffins swim about like boats! (A Voice: Well, the dead 
will take no harm.) Perhaps not, but tbe water escapes into 
densely-populated localities, and poisons the living. 



After some further conversation on this subjeet, the Totrn 
Clerk stated that on the receipt of the Superintending 
Inspector's letter he summoned a meeting of the medical gen- 
tlemen of the town, and had since received from them their 
report which be now held in his hand. 

Medical ReparL-^Bj Drs. JoUie, Dixon, and Barkus; and 
Messrs. Bennett, Pearse, and Robinson, surgeons.}— The popu'' 
lation of the borough of Gateshead was estimated in the year 
1841 to be 19/Ktf; and the mortality, according to the regis- 
trar's report for tbe same year, was 6S6, or 1 in 35^4. 

Dr. D. B. Reid, who visited this town in 1843 as one of the 
Health of Towns Commissioners, stated in his report, that 
though the morulity in Gateshead is less in proportion to its 
population than that in Newcastle, yet that in some of the 
worst parts of Gateshead, as Pipewellgate, tbe mortality 
exceeds the average mortality of Newcastle and approaches 
that of Liverpool, ** where the mortality is greater than any 
other place." Tbe mortaliqr in Pipewellgate at that time was 
1 in 30;t; whereas in the Barn Close, an elevated and newly- 
built part of tbe town, the mortality was 1 in 39<8. This is a 
very striking diSerence in the amount of mortality, but one 
not to be wondered at by any person conversant with tbe com- 
parative sanitary conditions of the two planes. 

Tbe following are some of the eauses which we eonsider most 
potential in raising the mortality of Gateshead in general, and 
of Pipewellgate, Hillgate, and other partt in particular. 

And first we would refer to the deterioration of the external 
atmosphere by tbe unconsnmed smoke constantly issuing from 
the numerous manufiactories in the borough, which cannot but 
prove highly prgudicial to health; and next, to the extreme 
narrowness of many of the thoroughfiares, such as Hillgate, 
Pipewellgate, and the Bottle-baak,and their still more confined 
and precipitous lanes and alleys^ by which ventilation is 
obstructed and light in a great measure excluded. 

Pipewellgate, wbieb contains a population of about 3,000, 
and IS about 330 yards in length, averages scarcely eight feec 
in breadth. The structure and arrangement of many of the 
house* more recently erected are faulty, being built back to 
back, with such a limited space liehind for convenienoes that 
tbe ventilation is very imperfect, the air in UMuy of the houses 
being strongly conuminated by the effluvia arising from the 
privies and middens; and it is by no means unfrequent to find 
part of the buildings situated immediately over the ashpits, 
and particularly in houses recently erected. Besides these evils 
attendant upon such arrangements, we may mention two 
others :— That tree admission of light, which is so conducive 
to tbe physical well-being of the inmates, is prevented; and, 
secondly, tbe rooms are rendered damp and offensive from the 
fiaid paru of the contents ot the ashpits permeating the walls. 
Cellar- kitchens were not very common in Gateshead until 
lately, but are evidently on the increase, as most of the houses 
at present building, or recently built, are made with cellar- 
kitchens as the substory. These underground dwellings are 
dark, damp, and ill-ventilated, and contain inmates presenting, 
in general, a sickly appearance, who are more Hable to diseases, 
from which they more slowly recover than those who occupy 
the stories above. 

Gateshead, though furnished with a liberal and constant 
supply of good water at a moderate charge, which is conveyed 
into most private houses and carried into all the oourts and 
laoes, sufiiers much from the want of sewers and drains. Until 
tbe last month or two, there was only one sewer, of 100 yards 
in length, which was properly constructed. That has been 
recently estended tbrooghoot the length of the principal street, 
and we are glad to notice that many owners of property in the 
district are opening drains into it The oourts and lanes are 
almost uniformly drained into the gutters of the streets by open 
channels. 

In many parts of the borough, and more especially in some 
of the streets recently built, tbe houses are entirely without 
sewers or drains, as William-street, Pollock-street, and Rustell- 
street; and in places where there are drains, these latter are 
often defective and unserviceable from being choked up by 
accumulations of animal and vegetable matters. 

Several of our streets, courts, and entries are not only 
undrained, but remain unpaved and uncleansed, and without 
any side channels to carry off the liquid matters, so that in wet 
weather they become almost impassable from ruts and fOth. 
The inhabitants having no ether method of disposing of thel 
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refttte «ftter» eieremeDt, &0.9 throw tbam vpon the streets and 
Iftoes— where they spreid, become decomposed, and evolve a 
most disgostinff odour, more partienlarlj when the weather is 
warm or close. 

Considerable injnry may reasonably be expected to arise 
firom the want of a snffieient nnmber of privies. In some por- 
tions of the town none are provided :--in others, as in Hillgate, 
OakweUiKmte, dec, there is treooently only one privy common 
to 20 or ao families, and in snch an abominable dirty condition 
as to excite sorprise that they sbonld ever be used. There are 
no pnblie neoessariea. It is, moreover, very common to find 
that the saoM nnmber of fiimiiies have but one ashpit amongst 
them, which is generally open and of very limited dimensions, 
BO that it is soon filled up; and not being quickly emptied, hot 
tieth additions made, the ashes, &c., are strewn about, the 
road cncroaehed upon, and the air polluted. 

There are no pnbUe baths or washhouses in Gateshead. 
The poorer okas of the inhabitanu invariably wash their 
eloches at haase, and hang them out to dry in the thorough- 
lares, [*■ or," shatrvid the Rector, '< in the rooms in which 
th^ live."] 

we may now speoi^r some of the conditions which appear to 
as to have been most condnniee in raising the mortality, more 
partiealariy that el Pipewellgate, above that of the other parts 
of the town, whieh are the defective breadth of the thorough- 
fare itself— the aairowiiess, darkness, and dampness of ibe 
nmnerans lanes and eoorta— the descent of the most disfcukt- 
ins refuse^matters thrown o«t by persons living in tbe parts 
■Mre elevated — the presence of numerous piggeries ^ the 
washings from tripe shisps, which are allowed to meander along 
the paveowat for a considerable distance, evolving the most 
ditagreeahle and sickening odour*- the condition and over, 
crowded sute of many of the tenements, more especially the 
lodging-houses, where scores of the filthiest and poorest of tbe 
human species congregate— and the want of public and private 
necessaries* 

The rooms in the town whidi are let t» lodging-booses are 
crowded at nights, and durini; the day are never free of tbeir 
filthy inmates, who endeavour to stop all tbe openings by which 
fresh air can be adautted. These houses are not ventilaled, 
and are under no surveillance. It is in these places— (where 
no attention is paid to personal or local cleanliness— where the 
ail is rendered poisonous by overcrowding and want of ventila. 
tion— where there is great heat and moisture and the almost 
entire absence of light)— wcmight conclude there would be the 
greatest amount of disease; and snch is the ease, for the neg. 
lect of sanitary laws impairs the general health and lowers the 
physical capability of the people. Generally, fever favours tbe 
developmeni of vcrofala and consumption, and the spread of, 
and increased mortality from, all infectious diseases. 

Fever raged io an epidemic form in this tovro during the 
months of September, October, November, and December, 
1847, and January and February, 1848. Tbe localities princi- 
pally afiected were Leonard's-court, Pipewellgate, and Hill, 
gate, which are notoriously dirty places, where people are living 
huddled together amongst filtb, without the necessaries of life. 
In Pipewellgate and HiUgate the lodging-bonses were the chief 
foci of the disessc. These are principally reported to hy the 
Irish and other trampers. They are ill-ventilated houses in 
both districts, continually overcrowded : we have counted as 
many as 26 individuals in one room. 

The greatest number of cases occurred in October, 1847, at 
which time the rate of mortality waa greatest. Tbe highest 
rate of mortality tor an? month was 1 in 7; the lowest, 1 in 23 : 
tbe average, 1 in 14}. During September, October, and 
November, the fever was what is termed ** Irish" or ** starva- 
tion" fevei^-a mild form of low typhus. During December 
and January it was miied with influenza. Latterly the cases 
ware pnre typhus* 

The first ease of Asiatic cholera occurred on the 8th of 
Jaonaiw, in a lodging-house in an entry at tbe east end of 
Pipewellgate, on tbe south side, in the person of a tramp who 
had come from an infected locality in the Canongate of Edin- 
burgh. He waa seized the second day after his arrival. At 
thw time the health of the town generally was good. Diarrbosa 
was prevalent, but not to any unusual extent. The weather 
was dull, damp, and very changeable. In some days the range 
of temperature waa very great The lodging-house where this 



case occurred consisted of two low, damp, in-ventiktad rooms 
on tbe ground-floor, unflagged,and looking Into a narrow entry, 
aod situated against a bank, as most of the bouses are on the 
south side of Pipewellgate— consequently thef are generally 
verv damp. 

'fhe room where the case occurred was only about 9 feet 
square and 7 feet high, and was occupied by about 15 or 16 
lodgers, who slept in the same room. These were i^ettly 
vagrants, very dirty in their habits, and renet ally intemperate. 
On the day after tne occurrence of this case, two other lodgers 
were seized, and also the lodgiog-honse keener, a strong Welsh- 
man. These cases proved rapidly fataL The parties afiected 
could not be removed to the hospital, as there was no sueh 
accommodation at the time, which was urgently called for. On 
the 1 Itb of Jaooary, thrae days after the occurrence ot tbe first 
case, the disea&e broke out In an entry on the same side, a few 
yard* further along the street, and gradually made progreis 
towards the west end of Pipewellgate, overlooking the several 
entries. The houses in these entries are generally daap. as 
they are either built against the bank, or are afiected by the 
streams of water pourinz down from them, and keeping the 
entries constantly in a damp sUte, tbe drainage being veiy 
defective, tbe houses dark and ill-ventilated, and the inhabitants 
are generally a very dirty class. 

There are lodging-houses in moat of thcae entries, which are 
very crowded— in some instances ordinary sized rooms oeeu. 
pied by about 20 people, or even 90 in others, and the lodgers 
are principally Irish vagrants. These lodging-houses sufmred 
most severely from the disease, as might be expected, owing to 
their crowded and ill-ventilated condition. The disease now 
extended over most parts of Gateshead, but chiefly affsetlng the 
lower parts of the town, more particularly Pipewellgate and 
HiUgate. Those streets run psirallel with the river, and were 
most severeir visited bv the former epidemic in 1839. Their 
situation is low, and the entries running from the streets are 
damp, narrow, and densely populated, liie disease principally 
afiected the inhabiuots at the south side of these streetik which 
are more crowded t the other aide, l>eing next the river, is more 
airy. Tbe higher parts of Oateanead were comparatively free 
from the decease. 

Tbe disease was very rapidly fatal. About two-thirds of the 
cases termioated f aUlly. It continued to rage during the latter 
end of February, and the town has since continued healthy, 
except a few oases of cholera which occurred in Leonard's- 
court, and the George and Dragon-yard, which is a very filthy 
entry joining Bridge-atreet. These oases all terminated 
lataUy. 

Leonard's-court )s situated in the high part of Gateshead, 
and is a most filthy locality, seldom free from continued fever. 
This court lies very flat, and has no proper drainage, and is 
generally covered with accumulations of refuse matter and 
sUgnant water, and is inhabited by a very dirty class of people, 
principally Irish. 

The George and Dragon-yard is also a very filthy locality. 
Any one visiting these localities cannot be surprised that thcgr 
are generally severely visited by disease at all times of the 
year* 

During September and October, tbe union workhouse was 
visited by cholera, aod about 24 of tbe inmates fell victims to 
the disease; and as there waa no regular hospital established, 
tbe circumstances would seem imperatively to demand Its esta- 
blishment, so that in case of a future outbreak the cases might 
be isolated from the building. 

It is our opinion that the origin and spread of cholera, and 
other epidemic diseases, is moch favoured br the nature of the 
localities which have been most severely affected, and imps n a 
tively demand the enforcement of proper sanatory measnres. 

Cir SJ inadvertency, a portion of the Medical Report, in 
reference to the recent awful outbreak of cholera at Wrekenioo, 
was not presented. It will, however, be laid before the Com- 
missioner 00 Monday. 

The Town Cues sUted, that Wrekenton, whieh bad been 
more than decimated in a fortnight, was a village thrfeo miles 
distant from the town of Gateshead. 

Mr.BBNifBTT, replying to Mr. Rawllnson, said that they 
had no reason to believe that the cholera was imported into 
Wrekenton. Its origin was doubtful. 

Mr. lUwuiisoN t Without taying anything for or against 
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eoDtaKion, the cholera breaks oat in localities presenting the 
nests in which it is hatched. Wrekenton, I presame, contains 
socb nests ! 

Mr. Bbochtt: It was as filthy in places as Gateshead. 

Mr. Rawuhson : Jast so. Cholera may be cooUgioos or 
not, bat there are certain conditions necessary to its develop- 
ment—conditions in the absence of which the causes of cholera 
cannot operate. Prevent these conditions from arising, or 
abolish them where they exist, and yon will have no cholera. 
In Alnwick there were 1S6 cases of cholera in three weeks ; and 
if you will oonsnlt Dr. Reid's report, made some years ago,yoa 
will find that the section which he gives of this town, as the 
locality in which the laws of health are set at defiance, is the 
very section that has recently been desolated by the cholera 
in Alnwick. In Liverpool, an hospital has its ventilation 
improved— the air of each room is changed every ten minutes, 
althongh the doors and windows are closed. The absence of 
ventilation in a house, and the presence of filth, witbin and 
without, place the inmates in conditions that doom them to 
live not half their days. Those who object to rates on econo- 
mical grounds, if tbey would draw out a debtor and creditor 
acoounty would find the balance to be fearfully against the side 
of filth. 

The TovTN Clsrk now presented a report from the Snr- 
veyors of Highways, from March 25, 1840, to March 25, 1849. 
We give the receipts and payments :— 

Tear endioR Beeeipti. Pajnents. 

1841 (rate fid.) ....£835 9 5 ..£853 17 4 

1842 (rate 5d.) 761 7 4 .. 644 6 

1843 (rate 4d.) 681 2 1 .. 557 15 4 

1844 (rate 4d.) 699 10 6 .. 465 13 10 

1845 (rate 2d.) 555 14 8 .. 418 7 10 

1846 (rate 3d.) 638 14 .. 607 4 9 

1847 (rate 3d.) 543 8 0.. 425 13 4 

1848 (rate 2d.) 469 13 .. 423 10 1 

1849 (rate 3d.) 569 8 11 .. 474 8 

The Town Clerk said, that over many of the streets and 
lanes of the borough the authorities bad no control. William- 
street, near the National School, (to which the Rector had 
referred,) was in a disgraceful condition — a perfect slough ; 
but there was, at present, no remedy. Fever was never absent 
from the locality. Leonard*s-court was in the same condition. 

Mr. Bbnnbtt: Fever has seldom been absent from L«>nard's- 
ooort since it was built. I have known it to be there from 
1831. 

Mr. Nicholson, as a director of the Newcastle and Gates, 
head Union Gas Light Company, and Mr. Hebron, the 
secreury, now proposed to afford Mr. Rawlinson such informa- 
tion as he might desire on the subject of gas. The company 
was established in 1838, and purchased the works of the 
Newcastle Subscription Gas Light Company and the Gates- 
head Gas Company. At that time the charge to the private 
consumer was 10s. per cubic feet: it was now 48. 6d., subject 
to a discount of 10 to 20 per cent, according to consumption, 
thus reducing the charge to 49. 0|d. and 3s. 7d. net. In 1838 
there were 111 public lamps in Gateshead. These had been 
inereased to 285. The annual charge for lighting, cleaning, 
and keeping in repair, was £2 2s. per lamp, for 285 lamps 
lighted from August 21 to April 28, and 48 from April 28 to 
August 21. The lamps, posts, and fittings were the property 
of the Gateshead Corporation. A gasholder, capable of con- 
taining SOjOOO cubic feet, had been erected in the Quarry 
Field, Gateshead, to meet the increasing demand of the 
borough, and would be in operation in the course of two or 
three weeks. The company, at considerable expense, had 
extended the mains to several remote districts of the borough, 
with a view to provide for public lif bting, although in such 
localities it was not likely that any remuneration would be 
derived from private consumption for some time to come. 

Mr. Nicholson added, in answer to Mr. Rawlinson, that 
the Corporation of Newcastle had parliamentary powers to 
purchase the company's works or erect works of their own. 

The Town Clerk: And we have no such powers, and 
therefore must submit to pay £100 more for our public lights 
than you charge to Newcastle. 

Mr. Hebron replied that the charge for the public lights 
was too low on both sides of the Tyne, and they had been 



trying to get an advanoe in Newcastle. The public lights in 
Gateshead only yielded the company 15id. per l/XK) cabic feet. 
, Mr. Allhusen: What dividends do you declare f 

Mr. Hebron : 10 per cent, till last year. This year 8 per 
cent. 

Mr. Nicholson said, they had, in fact, been too parsimo- 
nious. The works required to be put in order, and this was 
being done. He bad not very long been connected with the 
management, but he trusted soon to have the works in proper 
condition. 

The Town Clerk: Do the company supply Hawks fc 
Crawsbay's works, or Abbot k, Co.'s f 

Mr. Hebron : No. 

TheTowN Clerk : Yon should surely be able to supply 
gas as cheaply as private firms can make it; and you should 
sell it to the public at the same price on both sides of the Tyne. 

Mr. Nicholson : I confess that I was surprised that the 
same price was not charged, and I inquired the reason. The 
answer was, that there was a wide district in Gateshead in 
which the pipes had been laid purposely for the public lamps, 
and that the same conditions did not exist in Newcastle. 

Mr. Price : But the difference in charge was made before 
the district to wbioh you allude was lighted at all. As to the 
cost of gas, 1 can make it for myself at the rate of 2s. per 
cubic feet. 

Mr. Nicholson : Then I am sure, Mr. Price, you ought to 
thank us for selling it to you, as a ratepayer, for 15id. 

There being no other witnesses, Mr. Rawunson made a few 
general remarks. As to the streets over which the authorities 
had no control, individual owners of the property were not m 
much to blame, because, if they were ever so willing to drain 
and pave, it was very di£Bcult, practically, to have it done, 
when there was no power to bring all the proprietors into joint- 
action. It was sound economy to drain building ground, and 
lay it out in streets, in the first instance. As to water, stand, 
pipes, public pumps, and public privies, they were public 
abominations. Much had been said of the escape of some 
towns from cholera, while in others it raged most fearfully. 
Birmingham was an instanoe. That town, two or three 
centuries ago, got a bad name. The landowners fled from the 
outskirts. Building land was to be had cheap. Streets were 
laid out, consequently, of a good width. There was not the 
same undue crowding which prevailed in some other towns. 
Occupations, too, were diversified $ the people were not crowded 
into factories ; much of the work of the town was done by the 
artisans at their own homes. These were favourable circum. 
sunces ; and although Birmingham had nuisances which were 
numerous and gross enough, the poison was not up to the 
cholera mark. In dread of the epidemic, it was proposed to 
remove, and thus stir up, some ancient nuisances; but his 
advice was, and it was taken, not to do so^to let them alone 
until a more convenient season— or they woold invite the scourge 
which they wished to repel. Some persons, who had a great 
dread of the cholera, seemed to have a still greater dread of 
what was called centralization. Now this was a mere bugbear. 
Knowledge would be centralized, and given at the least cost to 
those who asked for it, and that was pretty nearly the extent 
of the centralization of which so much was beard. The prae- 
tical, operative powers, would be in the Local Board. 

Mr. John Blaqburn said he was only sorry to see so mnch 
filth centralized. I'hey had heard a deal about the burial, 
ftrounds, but the dead did not do half so much harm as the 
living. It was not that part of Alnwick which lay below the 
churchyard that soffisred from the cholera, but the parts that 
were kept so dirty by the people that were alive. (Mr. Rawlin. 
son: Quite right.) The churchyard evil might be cured 
without much difficulty, but it would not be so easy to prevent 
the people that were not yet in the cbnrchyard from poisoning 
themselves and their neighbours. But he hoped, as to Gates, 
bead, that the viitit of Mr. Rawlinson would tend to remedy 
the condition of the borough. 

The Mayor moved a vote a vote of thanks to Mr. Rawlinson, 
in acknowledgment of the ability and courtesy with which he 
had conducted the inquiry. His explanations most have gone a 
long way to remove the bugbear of centralization. ( Applause.) 

Mr. Price seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rawlinson returned thanks. The Public Health Act. 
analyzed, would be found to be a measure of economy and 
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kenevokDoe. He was eitromdy gratiffed with his Koeptioo in 
Oateihead ; and he b«d etpeoial cause to be gratef ol to the 
Town Clerk. More eordial and valoaUe assistance it bad 
never been his good-fortune to receive froei aoy poblic officer; 
and it gave him great pleasnre pobliolj to express his obliga- 
tions to that gentleman. (AppUnse.) The result of his visit 
to Oatesbead, he fully believed, woald be the extension of 
powers to the inhabitanu which woold prove beneficial to them 
aU. He would now adjourn his inquiry. He woold devote th0 
remainder of the week tc a personal inspection of the borough> 
in which he would be glad to have the company of any gentle- 
man who would join him; *nd on Monday next, at 11 o'clock, 
be would resume his seat in the townhall, and receive any 
further information and answer any inquiries whioh might be 
offered and made. (Applause.) 

On Monday, December 3, R. Rawlinson, Esq^ resumed 
his seat in the Gateshead Townhall, to receive fnrtber evidence 
and amwi^T inqQirief;. Among the gentlemen present were the 
Wori^hi plot th« Mayor (George Hawks, Esq.) ; the Rector (Rev. 
Dr. D&vki.) ; Wiltiaoi Kell, Esq.. Town Clerk: Drs. Headlam, 
Wbite^ Diion, aod Jdlie; John Barras, w. H. Brockett, 
WUlUm Hvmeri, Jjacs Polloek, Ralph Wake, and Thomas 
CQcamms, Er^ii-ji., Borough Magistrates; Aldermen Potto and 
Smith ; Coutt01l1o^^ Prockter, Douglas, Pearson, and Robson 
(Joieph) ; End Mes^fi. F. Bennett, H. Brady, S. J. Pearsc, W. 
KobinBOB, R. Nicbiison, Joseph Price, John Hunter, W. 
Wjlam, Km C, Youhk, James Hewitt, William Hedley, Henry 
Walker I R. Eymi't, Joseph Kimpster, George Brewis, R. 
Wftltacv, r. m: Apidaile, S. E. Pearse.Jobn Bell, ace., &e.,5cc. 
Tb€ Town CinaK put in additional papers. 
^!r, Md, Bu^acKRVE handed to Mr. Kawlinson a statement 
ol the cbufdiyMd charges for gravedigging in Gateshead, 
namely:— 

For a gr«v0tbretfottditp.«,,v«a^ .«•••••• U,%d, 

Four fMt *• • • «»« • «4 • t Wi. • • •#♦• «*■• •«••••«•••• 3>. ^. 

Fiv9 fMk .•.••«•.••••.«•••«•••«••••.••••••. At. 8d. 

Six f!BSt«».««».«*.«i* ••»••• »••••* »••..•* ...•» 6s. 9d. 

la answer to a question from Mr. RawuNaoii, it was stated 
that the whole charge went to the sexton. 

Mr. WiLLUM HrMBRa said, as the subject of churchyard 
burial had again been brought under consideration, he might 
state that £1 8i. 6d. was charged for digging a bricked grave in 
St. Cuthbeft's, ten leet deep: and a few months afterwards, 
when a seeond coflin was placed in this grave, the sexton's 
charge for digging was £1 9s. 6d. 

Mr. R. C. YouMo added, that lOs. was also eharged as a 
mortuary fee ; but this was not paid. 

The Town Clbuk prodoced a letter from Mr: John Pattin- 
■on, relieving oflioer, in reply to an inouiry as to the localities 
inhabited by the paupers of Gateshead. The casual paupers, 
he stated, were almost wholly to be found in the lodging, 
nouses in Pipewellgate, Hillgate, and Leonard's-court The 
loeal paupers resided in all paru of the borough. Mr. Kell 
■ext gave in the supplement to the Medical Report of last week. 

Sanitary Report q/* fPreAenlon.— Wrekenton is about three 
Miles south of Gateshead; stands on the top of a hill, oocopy- 
ing an elevated position; and has a population of about 700— 
more than half in this borough. The north end of the village 
is generallv eksan and well built, and inhabited by people of 
cleanly habits; but towards the south there are parto that are 
not so. The principal dirty places and ill- constructed houses 
are the Ship-lane, the Baek Ship-lane, and Hosegood-square, 
behind the Ship inn. We saw one or two of the rooms in this 
kieality with direct openings into ashpits. These rooms were, 
during the prevalence of cholera, inhabited by muggers, tinkers, 
and broem-malLers ; but a great many of them are now elosM 
up and uninhabited. The only houses drained are in the 
LaaMsley district Those behind the Ship are very damp, and 
partly built against a bank. 

Wrekenton is well supplied with water, of a very superior 
quality. There are H wells within a distance of a quarter of a 
mile. Only one, however, of these is public ; and that is at 
Eighton Banks. 

This village was severely ravaged by the cholera during iu 
late visitation, which has excited much surprise, considering ito 
elevated and healthy position, but which can now be easily 
accounted for. The disease commenced in the house behind 
the Ship, in the person of an Irish tinker, on the Gateshead 
side of the boundary, and (leaving out Wrekenton-row) confined 



itself to a snaoe measuring about 900 jrarda north and south, 
and 100 yards east and west These houses, at the time, formed 
a nest for tinkers and muggers, who were continually coming 
and going, and who located themselves rent free, or paid very 
little rent indeed — and lived huddled together (four or five 
families in a house), with horses, asses, dogs, and (in one case) 
pigs — the ashes and other accumulations being allowed to 
collect in a corner of the room; and not only did the inmates 
vegetate and behave much in the same way as Mr. Schorey 
mentions in his report^but females (hesides males and children) 
often came out in a state of complete nudity. The disease, 
then, first eommenced its ravages in this scene of filth and 
abomination on the 9th of September; but previous to that 
date a few cases had occurred in August The 9tb, however, 
was the grand outbreak. For two or three days previously, 
muggers had been arriving from Ludworth and Easington- 
lane— infected localities, where cholera at that time was. The 
disease soon spread to the well-ordered and clean people in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the infected part— vix., Wrekenton- 
row to the north, the Lunatic Asylum and some cottages to the 
south— the inhabitants being panic struck. The mortality was 
very great— nearly the whole of those attacked with Asiatic 
cholera dyioR, probably six-sevenths. The total number of 
deaths was 120, being about a sixth of the whohs population. 
Of these about dO were respectable, clean people, living in clean 
houses; 21 were in the asylum; and more than half of the 
total on the Gateshead side of the boundary. Seven were in 
Wrekenton-row. Among the victims in the Lunatic Asylum 
were the proprietor and his son. About half of the whole popu- 
lation were aflSeoted, more or less, with diarrhea, &c, at the 
time. 
The cholera at Wrekenton need no longer be matter of sur- 

Srise. Here we had overcrowded, ill.ventilated, damp, dirtv 
ouses, containing human beings as dirty as the animals with 
which they were living, and as nearly reduced to their state by 
their immodest habito ; these localiues being as bad, or nearly 
so, as in a densely populated town, and as favourable for the 
developoMnt of cholera and spread of contagions disease. There 
was also the frequent arrival of individuals from infected 
places. 

At present the health of the village is average. The tinkers 
and other tramps have been expelled the place, and a good 
many of the houses closed. About 90 families of these vagranU 
have been packed off', and no fresh ones are allovred to settle. 
The lanes are also much cleaner, though still very dirty; and 
altogether the place wears a cleaner aspect than it did in 
September; but the remembrance of what has been* and what 
may oeeur again (without proper restrictions) will ever be a 
strong argument for the necessity of sanitary measures. 

Mr. Rawumson observed, that a report like this was an 
additional proof that filth, and misery, and degradation were 
■ot confined to large towns, but that our villages were as 
defective in sanitary arrangements as our cities. In no part of 
London had the cholera been so destructive, in proportion to 
the population, as in Wrekenton. He waa once talcen to see 
two houses perched upon a bill, in which there had been two 
eases of cholera. His companion, as they approached the airy, 
isolated abodes, remarked to him, ** There can have been no 
contagion here— no foulness or defective ventilation to blame." 
But what were the facto. The houses adioined each other. At 
the end ot the one was a cesspool nine feet deep with a privy 
and a pigsty; and this state of things was repeated at the end 
of the other. Every breath of Heaven carried the effluvia into 
both houses; their isolation was positively of no advanuge tc 
the inmates; the air which they breathed was poisoned. 

The Town Clbrk presented a report by Mr. Schor^ on the 
materials used for the pavement of the strecto. 

MaUriaU wed m the SireeU of Qatethead.-^A great portion 
of the footpaths in this borough are laid with Caithness flags, 
No. 1, which is the best description wrought* We can have 
them sent from Thurso of any shape or size required for the 
footpaths about to be formed. No flags of No. I are less than 
^ inches thick, and many are upwards of 3 inobes. Nos. Z 
and 3 are thinner. The flags are natural-faced— sawn at the 
edges— and ready at once to be laid down. A few years ago, 
they came not more than H to 1} inch in thickness; and then, 
for street purposes, it was found requisite to float them in lime^ 
but from the extra tbickntss of tho»e now used, we find it 
answer the purpose equaUy well to lay them on loam, or very 
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floe •shesi the ntnte of iroDvorki in the boroogh. The flagi 
■re delivered od NeweasUe qvay at flvepenoe per saperflcial 
foot (cash). The other parti of the 6agged paths are laid with 
a bard deieriptioD of Ireettone, which ia got ia the borovgh. 
and it roogbly iqoared ap into what areealled * two footflags.** 
These are Iross 4 to 6 inches in thickness^ and are sold by the 
doBco. We for tome Tears paid 34t. per dosen in the qnarry, 
and they cost 3i. per dozen leading. Those we now got are 
delivered in the corporation Tard at ISi. per doeen, the super, 
fieial contents of a doaen being 48 leety making the price 3|d. 
per foot. Bot co this most be added a cost of one penny per 
foot for dressing by the mason ; and they cost more in laying 
down from the smallness of the sisc. Thb description of stone 
is also good when ent as border stones, and of wbich we use a 
considerable quantity. It is delivered either 6at or edged, 13 
inches by 6, and random lengths, at flvepence per lineal foot ; 
bvt it, also, rsqvires dressing by the mason. The street 
crossings are many of them laid with Aberdeen granite. The 
long stone, 6 inches by 13, and random lengths, costs sizteen- 
pence per lineal foot, with two rows of paving stone between. 
The large paving stones are ealled ^ sovereigns ;" are 14 inches 
long, 6 broad, and 9 deep; and cost 13s. per ton delivered on 
Newcastle qnaT. The smaller, called ** half-sovereigns," are 9 
inches long, 6 broad, and T deep, and cost 10s. per ton. A ton 
of '^sovereirns" will lay 3| yards of pavement, and of ** half, 
sovereigns" 3| yards. But within the last two years we have 
used a large quantity of stone, for paving and crossings, of 
another description. It is whinttone (basalt), and is brought 
from Inverkeithing, near Leith. It answers well. Thedtmen- 
sions are much the same as the granite, but we get it at a less 
price. The long stones arable, per lineal foot; and the paving 
stones, mixed as above, Ss. per ton, delived at Newcastle quay. 
A ton will pave about 3} yards. Wt use chalk lime from 
kilns in the borougb^the chalk being brought into the port as 
ballast from Pnrileot and other chalk-bal!ast sUtions on the 
Thames. The sand is Uken from the Tyne, opposite the town, 
from a bank which is dnr at Iow*water; and although the tide 
flows seven miles above Newcastle, and the water is brackish at 
high tide, the sand, being taken at low water, is not found to 
be impregnated with salt Willum Hbhet Schoset. 
Townball, Gateshead, December 3, 1849. 
Mr. Bbswis requested the attentiou of the Commissioner to 
two facts. First, as to the workhouse. It occupied a beautiful 
site, but the drainage was defective. The sewage water was 
conveyed to a shaft in the garden. He could not say that it 
was in consequence of this state of things, but the cholera broke 
out in the workhouse, and was even more destructive than in 
Wrekenton. (Expressions of dissent.) The sewaxe water was 
collected into pits, and the inmates mixed it with earth, to 
make a compost for the garden. The inmates of a workhouse 
were not robust, and their constitutions could not resist the 
noxious effluvia of such colleetions of Ulth. The inhabitants 
ol Claremont-place, which was a little distance from the work* 
house, complained of the smell. He mentioned this matter not 
in any hostile spirit towards the Ouardians, but simply for the 
information of the Commissioner, and with a view to a remedy. 
The ground was favourable for drainage, there being a good 
deseent to the Team rivulet Then, again, there was Bloom- 
fldd-terrace. The sewage from those houses, newly-bnilt, ran 
into the turnpike road, and against the garden walls of the 
Rectory and CoCfield House. 

The discussion, which has already occupied our journal, was 
now revived, as to whether the nuisance first named by Mr. 
Brewis was created by the workhouse or by the occupiers of 



Claremont-place — Mr. Josbpb Kimpstbe and others impli- 
cating the workhouse, and Mr. F 
the blame upon Chuemont-place, 



srs impli- 
throwing 

Mr. fUwuiiaoN remarked, with much propriety, that it was 
iparatively of little profit to discuss the merits of individual 
ts. The great evil was, that the public authorities had no 

Kwer to interfere, and individuals were equally poweriess to 
Ip themselves. It was ioBpossiblc to walk through the streets 
of Qatesbead, as he had done, without seeing that gross 
Bttisanoes existed which no one was armed with power to remove. 
The only wonder was, seeing such nuisances in existence, and 
knowing how impotent the authorities and private individimli 
were to abate them, that any person should be found to oppose 
tiie introduetion of a remedy. There conld not be the slightest 
doBbt, in any reasooable and reflecting mlBd, that not only the 



health of the inhabitants, bot the value of property, wa* 
dragged down by the filth with which houses were fiUed and 
surrounded. 

Mr. Pollock said, that Mr. Brewis, who was building 
houses in a field ad)oining theworkhoase-garden, was making 
good drains, and was so far commendable: bot the refuse was 
to flow to a staple, and find its way to old pit- workings which 
were only shallow. He was afraid that the wdls would ioftr 
from the drainage of these 70 houses. 

Mr. Rawlihuob replied, that it would betong to the Local 
Board of Health to see that no sudi injuries were inflicted. 
No public body or private person could be allowed to create a 
nuisance. The cesspool system was most noxious. There 
were instances in London of hoases that paid a rental of from 
£350 to £300 a-year. The drainage was by ceMpool. One 
well after another was sunk, and filled. Every house was 
begirt with a system of oesspcols, and the health of the inmates 
was necessarily lowered, and eventually destroyed. 

Mr.BBBwi8said.hehaddoBeallthathecoold. He had to 
choose between bo drainage at aU and imperfect drainage, and 
he made ehoioe of the ktter. He could only say that he would 
cheerfully unite with Mr. Pollock and others In providing 
more eflectnal drainage, whenever they had the power. 

Dr. Datibs : The diflicnlly it to know what to do with the 
refuse.. 

Mr. RAWUBaoB : It may be drained away to a point, as in 
some towns is now done, and convened into what is ealled 
English guano. 

Mr. NicHOLaoB: No towns are better situated for such an 
operation than Newcastle and Gateshead. The refuse may be 
rsadily drawn to central points, and evaponiled as Mr. Rawlin- 
son suggests. 

Mr. PBABaB, Medical Officer, gave evidenee as to the 
workhouse. The number of deaths from cholera was 7 or 8. 
There had been also a large mortality, from diarrhesa and 
bronchitis, among the old people. The cholera was iatrodoced 
by oontagioo ; an infected penon was taken to the honsa and 
died at the gates. The average number of the innuUes was 
170. The sewage water was taken to the ecal-workings. 
There was a midden in the garden, half-buried in the earth, 
and covered up, which was allowed to lie uadistorbed twelve 
months. It was mixed with lime. 

Mr. Rawlim aoN observed that such a midden was caleulatcd 
to be highly pernicious. To colleot together a mass of vegeta- 
ble refuse, and disturb it after it had been fermenting for 
twelve months, was exceedingly dangerous. 

After further discussion, during which Mr. Aid. Smith 
maintained that the oooupicrsof Claremont-place had thwarted 
the Guardians in their attempts to drain the workhouie^and 
Mr. KiMPBTBB defended himself and hn neigbbours, Mr. 
lUwLiNaoN said he would make an examination on the spot 
[This examination, we understand, has been mad^ and Mr. 
Rawlinson has expressed his highest approbation of the man- 
ner in which the whole workhouse-establishment is conducted.] 
Mr. Jambs Hbwitt said, the Commissioner had heard how 
even the wealthier inhabitants were annoyed by nuisanoet 
and found it difficult to obtain a remedy. He (Mr. R.) might 
conceive, then, what was the condition of those parts of the 
town in which the poorer claskcs resided. If he would go to 
the east side of the High-street^to Eastoa-street and Easton- 
place, for instanee— he would find a cesspool in every backyard. 
The poorest districts should have the first attention. If 
auisances were injurious in Claremont-place, whoe the iunates 
had separate bedrooms, what must be the oonditioB of faailiet 
who had only one room for every purpose f 

Mr. Rawlinson replied, that he had visited the loeallles 
named by Mr. Hewitt He had special instructions to give his 
attention to the most crowded districts— to districts where 
epidemics were most rife; and having inspected them, it was 
his duty to advise the authorities as to the means of drainage. 
Mr. Pbabson : We have not, at present, thepower to extend 
drainace from one property to another, and are therefore 
obliged to resort to cesspools. 

Mr. Rawlinson: Juat so; bot under the Public Health 
Act a general mtem of sewerage and drainage will be Uid 
down, tne cost or which can be spread over a number of years. 
You will not, then, have your streets axlc-deep in mud. To 
drain one of those streets by itself, under present drBumstances, 
would amount ahnost to a confiscation of the property; but, as 
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part of t general lystem, and with a diffusion of the ezpenie 
over a Mries of thirty years, it may be drained at a trifling 
charge. 

The Town Clerk placed in Mr. Ravlinson's hands a brief 
<< note" by Mr. Bennett (who bad left the hall), in the following 
words :^*' Having bad occasion to go to the Tillage of Winla- 
ton yesterday, I was called into a boose where 1 fonnd a case of 
fever of a low type. On coming oat of the dwelling, 1 found 
that an old, stagnant pond had been filled up, but that five or 
six open, dirty drains were still allowed to empty themselves 
into the hollow, and thai one of these drains actually came 
from the churchyard. A medical man of the place informed 
me that fever was then prevailing, and frequently had been for 
some time past. This tact ought not to be lost to those persons 
who advocate (or, at all events, countenance) intramural 
burials.— FBANCia Benmett." 

Just as the inquiry was about to close, the besom of Sani- 
tary Reform came home to the Poor Law Guardians. There 
was a strange jumble of privies, and middens, and cesspools, 
Mr. lUwuNaON observed, round about the property of which 
the Board occupied a part The refuse of the iohabitanU 
must be removed at «ome time, and the sooner it was got rid of 
the better. Little harm might accrue from mere surface dirt, 
however unpleasant and annoying; but old and fermenting 
accumulations of filth were deadly in tbeir inflaences. The 
aim of the authorities should be the prevention of all such 
accumulations. He was aware that there were difficulties in 
the way. The farmers, since they had got more porUble 
manures, were less anxious to have town-refuse, and it brought 
consequently, a lower price; but the towns most become, 
manufacturers of portable manure, and, he believed, they would 
find it to defray the expenses of sewerage. If any gentleman 
would visit Earl Gey's farm at Howick, he would see the 
cattle occupying well-ventilated sUlls, and every beast having 
its own drain. Not a drop or particle of the manure was lost- 
it was looked upon as too valuable to be wasted. And Local 
Boards of Health would learn to set as high a value upon the 
refuse of towns. 

The Matoe said there would be no difficulty in being as 
economical in a town as on a farm. He had tanks at his iron- 
worka for the purpose indicated, and found the refuse very 
serviceable on his farm. 

The publie portion of the inquiry now came to an end. The 
Commissioner has since visited those portions of the borough 
which he had not previously inspected ; and we may hope that, 
before the first half of the nineteenth century has run its course, 
old Gateshead will have reaped some portion, at least, of the 
fruits of his visit, and be no longer a series of disgraceful 
sloughs. 

• 

WALKER MECHANICS' INSTITUTE. 

On Monday, Dec. 3, the members of the Walker Mechanics 
Institute, on receiving possession of their new Library and 
Reading Room (which had been prepared for their use by 
Messrs. Losh, Wilson, & Bell, the owners of the extensive 
works at that place), commemorated the event by a public tea- 
party in a large pattern-shop lent by the Walker Company for 
the purpose. This room, under the tasteful exertions of Mrs. 
I. L. Bell, assisted by Mrs. Cook and other ladies in the neigh- 
bourhood, and by the help of evergreens and artificial roses, 
was made to assume an extremely gay and even elegant 
appearance. At half-past four, the company began to assemble 
at the festive tables, which were presided over by Mrs. Bell, 
Mrs. Cook, Mrs. Thomas Bell, Mrs. Tate, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. 
Dove, Mrs. Smith, and other ladies connected with the dis- 
trict; and by six o'clock the members of the institution, their 
families and friends, numbering about 600, bad done unequi- 
vocal justice to the substantial entertainment prepared for their 
refreshment. At half-past six, the tables being cleared away, 
the chair was taken by 

I. L. Bell, Esq., the President of the Walker Mechanics' 
Institute, who congratulated its members on their appearance 
that evening, and on the result of tbeir exertions in so good a 
cause as the establishment of this institution ; and after 
explaining its nature and resources, he hoped that those 
strangers who had favoured them with tbeir company would 
not fail to give them substantial proof of tbeir approval of the 
labours of the members, who, as a body, were justly proud of 



their establishment, but who felt, nevertheless, that with an 
augmented list of subscribers much mora might be efiected than 
had been accomplished. As the latest- enteral member beMme 
entitled to read all the currently-admitted hooka and newspa- 
pers, as well as the now respectable library accumulated by the 
early founders of the institution, he thought, unless those who 
had not hitherto subscribed enrolled themselves as members, 
they failed to prove that they sufficiently appreciated what had 
already been efiected, and to the entire benefits of which they 
might so easily become entitled— that they neglected providinf 
themselves and their families with a constant fund of inexpen- 
sive and delightful recreation— and that they ought not to 
refuse to leave behind them, for the benefit of their successors, 
their contribution to that store accumulated by the industry 
and care of their predecessors. Mr. Bell then, in appropriate 
terms, offered, on the part of his partners and himself, for the 
acceptance of the members of the Walker Mechanics' Institute, 
the rooms recently prepared for their reception. 

Mr. John Thomab, on proposing the thanks of the membera 
and the company then assembled for the liberal grant of 
Messrs. Losh, Wilson, & Bell, adverted, in poetic language, to 
the great variety in the intellectual feast provided for the use 
and enjoyment of all who felt disposed to seat themselves at 
the hospitable table of the Walker Mechanics' Institute, and 
trusted, now that the accommodation vat of so excellent a 
character, many new guests would avail themselves of the invi- 
tation just given them. 

The Rev. C. Thompsom, incumbent of Walker district, in 
seconding the motion, alluded to the generosity and munifi- 
cence of the Walker Company in supporting every project cal- 
culated to improve the morals and happiness of their workmen, 
and advocated, strongly, the claims which the Walker Mecha- 
nics' Institute possessed to the support of the neighbourhood, 
as being conducive to social happiness and comfort. The 
reverend gentleman concluded by offering his services to the 
evening classes which it is proposed to connect with the 
Library and Reading Room. 

The Chairman, in briefly acknowledging the vote, assured 
the company that he ever found the greatest willingness on the 
part of his partners to do anything likely to promote the com. 
fort and welfare of those in their employ. 

Mr. Watson, of Newcastle, spoke at some length, and very 
eloquently, on the benefits of Mechanics' Institutes to the work- 
ing classes. As a member of that class he had experienced 
their good effiects. By improving his mind he bad been able 
very considerably to advance his worldly prospects and posi- 
tion. Mr. W. then showed the great advantages the Walker 
Mechanics' Institute enjoyed over those in Newcastle, being 
exempted from payments for rent, gas, and other charges, all 
of which were furnished by Messrs. Losh, Wilson, & Bell, 
between whom and tbeir workmen he was delighted to find so 
cordial and good a feeling existed. 

The Rev. J. Watbon, of the Walker Presbyterian chapel, 
bore his testimony to the great value of the Walker Mechanics' 
Institute, in furnishing the mind (that attribute which raises 
man above the brute) with appropriate food, and earnestly 
recommended to the Committee, that while works of a purely 
imaginative character found a place on the shelves, those of a 
more practical nature should not be overlooked. 

The Chairjcan, while he had no wish to detract from the 
intellectual feast so beautifully described by Mr. Thomas, 
liegged to call the attention of the company to the entertain- 
ment which, though of a less poetic, was of a most satisfaotorr 
description, and which bad been so ably superintended by the 
ladies. He claimed a vote of thanks for their assistance on. 
the present occasion. 

Mr. TiNNiswooD observed that, under all cirenmstances, he 
felt how dependent we were upon the assistance of the hMlies, 
but never so much as on such occasions as the present; and 
most ably and affably had they discharged their respective 
duties. 

Mr. Smith, surgeon, returned thanks for the ladies, and 
assured the company that his experience among the women of 
Walker satisfied him they were affectionate and dutiful wives, 
and that the duties they had just discharged had been a true 
labour of love. 

Mr. Thomas Cook said the company ought not to separate 
without thanking those strangers who bad favoured them with 
their society on the occasion. He would embrace the opportu- 
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■iCT, vhieli tbe diiehvre of thii tgreeable dvty ifforded him, 
of raooiDiiMiidiDK the Walker Meebaniet* Instltate to the 
fivoorable ooatidention of the iahabitanU of the dittriet, aad 
the meant it afforded tbem of promotiag the iatdleetual 
Impfovement and edocatioo of their ehildren. 

Mr. Clat, of Liverpool, acknowledged the oonrtetj of 
If etsn. Lotb, Wilson, fc Bell, as well as the ktadnest of their 
workmen, sinoe his residence among them. 

The Rev. If r. Thompbon thenjn tattering terms, allnded 
to the interest Uken bj the Chairman in his varions capacities 
at the works, and moved the thanks of the oompanr to him for 
bis condnet in the chair; which motion being seconded bj the 
Rev. Mr. WaTioiiy was carried by aedamationy and the com- 
pany keparatod, mneh delighted with the evening's entartaia- 
ment 

The Walker Bf eehanies' Institnte has 900 members, and an 
annoal income of about £70. The number of volumes in the 
library exceeds 1,400. The newspapers taken in for the read- 
ing room are the Times, Daily News, Newcastle Conrant, 
Chronicle, and Journal, Gateshead Observer, Weekly Dispateh, 
Bell's Life in London, Liverpool Chronicle, Northern Star, 
Principalis (Wales^ Weekly Ne«#, Onblin Register, and 
Scotsman ; also, Blackwood and Tait, the Practical Mechanics' 
Jonmal, the Family Herald, Chambers's Jonmal, aad (of 
eonrse) Poneh. 

# 

GATESHEAD BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 

On Tnciday, Deo. 4, the fortnightly meeting was held in the 
board room, West-street. The chair was occupied for a 
time by Mr. Datid Haooib. (whoso name, as seconder of 
the nomination of Mr. T. S. Koboon to the oflBce of Assistant 
OTorseer and Collector of Rates, was inadvertently omitted, 
br an error of the printer, in our notice of the meeting of 
NoTomber 20). But the Yice-Chairmaa of the Board, Jfr. 
Joseph Robson, shortly afterwards entered the room, and 
presided over the remainder of the prooeedings. 

Mr. FoRCM AN, Clerk to the Board, (when the reading of 
the minntast&e., had been gone through,) read the correspon- 
denoe which had taken place on the subject of the election 
of an Assistant Overseer and Collector of Rates. We i * 
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amy U assigned le Ibe OoDsslor of BalM olrcady appcialsd by Ibe 
eaardlMit, and irs not latondsd to SMvsy Ibe impffssiiwi thst it to 
•pto to tbi Inh s b l t s nt B to appoiat a distfast pstssn m < 



not repeat the letters which haTe already appeared in our 
JonmaL The last which we gafo. in our nomoer of the 1st 
met., was the Poor Law Commission ;r's letter of the 93d ult, 
which sUted that the election of a Collector of Rates reated 
with the Guardians, and that the ratepayers mijilit assign to 
such Collector the duties of Assistant Overseer; while Mr. 
Ingledew, it wfll he recollected, gave it as hto opinion that 
the ratepayers might either do as the Commissioners said, or 
appoint as Assistant Oreraeer some other person. Mr. Fore- 

d, that he had replied to the letter of Lord Ebring. 

I November 2d, as follows :— 

Giiio*b«M Dolon OOIm. Novtabtr 18. 1840. 

Mr LoaD,~I bsvt tb« hooour lo tobnowMfs tbo nodpt of year 

lordabip't iMttr of Um x3d IqbI., eooloofng oopito ol a ooiTMpondoiMO 

bttwooB tbo Cborabwardm* of tbo pariah of Gatosboad and tbo Poor 

Law Board, lolativo to tbo appolnimonc of an Atslotant Otomor of ibst 



Witb rtforoBoo to nob ooirctpoadoaro, tbo Goardlaao dooiro to diieol 
Ibe aticotioo of tbo Board to tbo foot tbat, In addition to tbo ordor of tbo 
Poor Law Oooiafniooort, datod Jodc 8. 1(08. rtgalaling tbo appoiat. 
moot bjr tbo eoardten* of CoiloMor of Baioo, roforrod to In tbo Board's 
lotiMP of tbo fM last., tboro !• an ordw of tbo 97tb of Novoiabor. 1898. 
wblob rrgolatoo tbo appolntaoot of AMlstaat Of orMors tbroagboot tbo 
Oatotb t ad Unloo. aad wblob proridoe '* tbat la ooso aad so often ss any 
porion oo appointed aa Asstouat Ovorseor sbaU dio or mign or bo 
MBovod, tbo said Board of Gaardiaat tball. ss soon as ooavoniently 
SMy bo, altor anob 4oatb. raaigoatioo, or removal, proeeed In Ubo 
maaoor to a now appointflMnl.** 

Too Gaardiaaa, at tbo Usm of tboir olsedoo of Mr. Jobs Uabor as 
palleetor of Baioe aad Aaabiaat Ovoraoor tor tbo pariab of Oaioabead, 
ooaoidorad tbot tbe ordon of tbeScb ol Joaosad S7ibof November, 1838, 
logetber wItb tbe proviaioao of 7 aad 8 V lot., oap. 101 , fally empowered 
Ibom to appoiot blm to botb offleae, and tbat, on tbo oonflrmation of 
oaeb oppoinlaMnta by tbo Poor Lew Beard, bla oloetioa voald boeoaao 
ssm p lo i e. aad ooald not bo diatarbed or altered by any aet of tbo laba- 
bitaato In veatry. On tbls anUeet tbey reapaotfblly raqaest to b« 
tefonrad wltb tbe opinion of tbe Board. 

Tbo Gaordlaua eonalder tbat tbo oflleea of Colleelor of Rates and 



r in tbe partab of Oatrabead ean be moat boocaoially 
fo rf er m ed by cbe aame peraon. aad tbat It la not doalrable tbat tbe eatiao 
■bonld bo divided; aad tbey eoaalder tbat tbe eenelading paragrapbs 
la tbo Board's letter of tbo tSd InaL are aaerely intended to imply, tbat 
if tbe lababllaats la voatry tbiak At, tbo datiss of sa Amisisat Overaoer 



rofalousr 



It la bollovod, bowovor, tbat tboro to sooso mtoesassptton on tbo part 
of soBM peraons on this pdat, and It woald bo sadslmtory ta tbo Gasiw 
dlaas to bavo aomo fbrtber explanation tbovsoa. 
I bavo tbo boDoar to bo, my Lord, 

Tear Lordebip*s very obodlsnt torvaat. 

BOBBUT FoaBMAV. 

Vioooant Bbringlon, M.P., SoersCary, fte. Olork to tbo Goardisas. 
To this letter, he (Mr. Foreman) had that morning reoeifad 
a reply from the Poor Law Commimioners, which lia wpold 
nowinad:— 

Poor Law Boord, gsmsnit Hoaso, Dossmbor 8, 18I0. 

8iB,— I am direelod by tbo Poor Law Board ta aaknowlodgs tbo 
reeoipt of yonr letter of tbo i8tb alt., relatlag to tbo appointmoat of an 
Amlatant Ovoraoer for the parish of Gaiesbaad. aad to tn 
lor tbo InforaMlton of tbo Goardlana, tbo aoeompaaying sopy i 
wbieb tbo Bosrd have addreeaod to tbo Oaarahwardsas aad i 
on tbe snidest. 

I am. Sir, year obsdtont Bervaat, 
W.G.LuiliAT,Assl 

Mr. Bobert Forsmaa, Clerk to tbe Gaaidlaas, te. 
(OOPT.) 
Poor Law Boara. Somoreot Hoaso. Doom 

Gbhtlbm BV.— I am diraeted by tbe Poor Law Board t 
tbo reeelpt of year letter of tbo S7ia alt., ralatlag le tbe appotatamat of 
aa Aaeletant Overaoer for tbe paiteb of Galoabsad. 

Tbe Boaid ean only eay tbat, aeeordlag to Iho pfssoat ststo of Iho 
tow. tbe proeeediagi of tbo inbabUaato la vestry, as fogsrds tbo appelal- 
■Mot of an Aaatotaat Overeecr, are void. 

Tbo Board reprat tbat they were provonCod fkma aasworlng tbe sons- 
SMnfoatlon vbieb tbey roeelved from tbo Voatry-Olork on tbe 17ib alt. 
ia eanelont Uom to be laid befare tbo vestry BMeUag bold on tbo tlld 
alt. Tbe Board maat, however, obeervo, that as tbo Ohafohwaidans 
aad Overaeate bad eoaen Hod tbem wepset l a g this appo intm e nt , it woaM 
have been smts espodieat If tbpy had waitad tor tbo Board's aaowsr 



8.1810. 



a espodieat If tbpy had 
ipabltospssliBg. 

I am, fts.. 



I said parish of 



(Slgaod) W. G. LOMLBT, Asststaat gssisiai J. 
Tbo Cborsbwardeae aad Ovaiaeore of Gateshead. 
Mr. Foreman added, that he had also to lay hefore the Ghmr- 
dians a oommunieation which he had reoelTed from tha 
Chordhwardens aad O v a iao a rs ;— 

(Cspy ^ NotUeJbrwmrdtd to (As Poor Lmo Coaimtottoaeri.) 
PARISH OP 0ATB8HBAD. 
Baoh of tbo nadoralned Overaeora of tbo Poor of tbo partoh of Gatis- 
head, in tbo eoonty of Datbam, daly appoiaiod, hereby deelarm that bo 
la wllUnp aad deelrooa to oolloet tbo poor's rato of the i 
Gatoehsad.-Datod ihto 80th day of Hovomber. 1849. 
CoaBBLius Gabbott, I f 

JOBVBUSSBLL, I 

BOBBBT COXOV YOUHO, I g 

BbbbtB. Rbbo. J 

To iho OholrmoM, Pler-CAairaiaa, and Bomrd ofeuariiamo /br tko 

Gbvtlbmbv,— We reepeot l ally raqaoat ?oo will read oar iiiim m ea l 
eauon mode to year Board, daue November 16, alobo with ma 
OBDBBs Of THB PooB Law Com MissiOBBBS Bodor whiob yoB made 
tbo appoiatoMat of Colleetor of Batee. 

We are. Gentlceaen, 

Tear very obedient gervaato, 

BOBBBT COSOB TOUVa. 

Gatmhead, Doesmbor 8, 1849. B bbbt &. Bbbo. 

The latter of the 16th nit. (oontinned Mr. Foreman), to which 
Messra. Tonng and Reed rsferred, was the followiiug:— 
To iho Ohoinomm, Ftoe OkmUrwim»,omd Q m or di m u ofUo 
Gotoohood UMon. 



Gbbtlbkbv,— Bnelosed we forward yoa a oopy of a r 
'ting of tbe rated InbaMcsato of the pa 
a of etoeaag an Aaeletaat Ovenssr for the eald pariah, 



Botlee of veatry SMeting of the rated InbaMcsato of the pariah of Gateo- 



on or set witb the offlaor oo appointed, 
I sash appoiatBMat will rsst with yoaraoh 



yoaraolves. 



la aeeordanee with the aat of pariioBMOt proridtng for eneb eloetlons 
(59 Georae IIL, eap. 19, aeo. 7); aad as It is a etristly pareehtal aad 
not a Boloa ofllee, nor an olBoe ander tbo eontrol of tbo Goardlana, we 
raepeetfally reqneet yoa to dealat from making soeb aa appoiotBMat ; 
and we dmire it to bo anderatood, tbat if saeh aa rieetion bo sndo we 
will not eaaedon or set with the 
laaponsibUily of sash appoiatmoat 

O.Gabbott, I 

JOBB BUSSBLL, | 

BOBBBT OOBOB TOUVO, ) 

B.B.BBBn. / 

GalMhead, Hovomber 18. 1849. 

A short oonTersation ensued, Mr. WiLKimoN ezprMring 
an opinion that the ratepayers of Gateshead had not haao 
treated with due respect, and Mr. Brown dissenting fktmi 
that opinion; but when the discussion had proceeded a little 
further, Mr. CoOK ohserred that it was only wasting the time 
of the Board to argue the question; the Commiaiioneri had 
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tested 4h«l|he tiiMtitmM tha iiiiiagrtBiwMToUl,«nd tbagr 
]m4 Wtttr go to bnsiDMi. 
Mr. Wicxiiisoif preaoDted a litt of eases attended hj Dr. 



muMQO in Wl4pJkh»n»-fiO pt choli9r» and 60 of diarrh<»a— 
it |$e re^^est of ^ Conamitt^ of the Giutrdians. Dr. Meg- 
gison was at all timiis lodafatigaiblid in his Tolontarj attea« 
tlons to the poor; and the Committee thooght that it was only 
right to remnnerate him fpr the serriees he had rendered in 
oompUano^ with their i'nstmctlons. 

tm T iC^-Cj^Aiinuil *id, it wonld be be^Ur if the Copi.- 
^i4ti^ ^^vli prepare a report, and recommend snqn an 
amount of remuneration as in their opinion Dr. Meggi^pa 

jlr. WII.IMII99N i9|i}ied» (hat foeh a report ukoM be pie- 
pArady and preteated at the next meeting. 

Mr. Cook proposed that the Clerk be instmcted to 
aeknowledge the receipt of the communication made bj the 
Qiurchwaraens and Orerseera. As an act of conrtesj this 
should be doDe.-r-Agcfiad t9* 

Tbs Bqtrd tiansaetfld other business, and then proceeded 
to the relief of the poor. 

Mr. Pattison, Relieving OiBoer for Gateshead, produced 
hif'*' Relief List* for ^pprpTal, which indnded; as ** money 
expended,** an item ox 4^1 148. for the maintenance of fk 
pauper in the Fever Bo^i^ of Newcastle. 

Mr. Doiwuui inqpined if that sum had been actuaUy paid 
hf Mr. Pattison, or was merelj the charge ineorred. 

Mr. Pattisom replied that he had not yet paid the moner. 

Mr. PoiroLAS refKl an extract from the '* Orders* of &9 
Poor t^kw Boiud, as follows :— 

Tbt BtHlning OflUtr ahsll ia oo/iam Uk« anfiii ia hi* aetoontt, ur 
snler s» psM, or t^cn hw vay ef niUi, si^ aoiMy or otb«r ariMM 
WkUk bsM aet bwn paU or glvea pnttooaly to iko uklof of »Mh 
OT*4it, or Um nakiog of aooh eotry. Aor ^spartar* fn>ai Um atrtat 
li^anokioii MmteiMd in tblt rale, oa teiof disMvorod, will meet with 
thaitvoiattdlspkaeare •! ilia Caaualuioaert, and in all probability 
will load to tbo loot of Iho oiiser'e ellaation. 

ffis reason, he said, for asl^ing the Question, was, tiiat Mr. 
Vattison had been warned 1^ the Guardiaiis, times out of 
number, of the ille^ity of his conduct in applying the 
money of the ratepayers to his own purposes; and he (Mr. 
Douglas) called the recollection of i^e ^^ard to the unplea- 
||»nt position in which they were placed, two years ago, with 
respect to the Fever Etospital of Ilf ewcastle. at which time 
Mr. Pattison had ehanped large amounts m his books aa 
actually piid, when in fact bo p^yniti^itl whatever had been 
iDAde bj liim to tlic in^tUutioTi. Tlie same course of conduct 
had fttncre ht^u puraxicd by Mr. Pattison; and it was highly 
Qipc«Bftftry i&At tuch ^ ajptpm should be |N|| a/it<H* t^. 

Several other cueB Having beas mentioned, and severely 
eemEDODted upon by tho Guar^iam^, 

The Oeiaibm A^ (Mr. JosEf ir Ro&so!^) stated, that he had 
Tepca.tcidly cttitioned Mr, PaUiiaon aa to the danger he was 
incDJ-ring by &ucb con4tict, but iQ^JUiout avail. Many eases 
had been mentipned, and many otbers had come under his 
nolifle. TkBf sssmMJ to be no end to it. He hoped, how- 
•?er, that this woj^ be a caution io Mr. Pattison. 

Mr. W. Brown, Mr. Aid. Smivh, and other gentlemen, 
•xpressad ia ike strongest terms ^leir disapproMlpn pf ssdi 
eonduct in a pubHo omcer* 

Hfr. ^A^I.lT, 4ssis^n^ ^ommMoner^ and p)^ iv#|Pg 



90104 l>e more reprehensible tlm such conduet, 
' an appropri^( 
was a nand 



mik w appropriation of the puUi^ men^ to his own pwcv 
' aiid if represented to th^ Poor Law 



Beard, immediate dismissal would fbllow. The matter had 
now transpired incidentally; but if brpught under his notic9 
pfScfally, he mi^t renreiont the matter in the proper quarter, 
Mid tlu9 result m»M most certainly be what he had atatad. 
Such eondaet aonld net be allowed to eontinne. The matter 
^ffi in the ha^^ of the Guardl^s, and it was for them to 
carry it farther or Qpl ^.^ey might $hink proper. 

3ioce the meetiog o/ the Bpard of Guardians, the foUowfng 
aerrmoBdjC09e hat paai^ed between the Clerl^ to tbe Unjon apd 
the ^aorchwarf ens and Ovecseert :— 
le.D•ec8ibfr6,18i9. 
^otiriiano to aelcnow- 



^Mctl^iTf d Unjon Offae, 

#BMl7Liiinr,— X aa desired bv tbo Board of ^ 

eifs Iho SNai^ el y^r Mior aanoanoing your is 



poor's late. aad reapeoifally to astara you thst tboy hata ae «lsh If 

iaterrer^ wttb yoar arrangemente. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Tear very obedient Serrant, 
- .. «w .. . .« RoBsaTFoaaifAM.OIork. 

To the Cbarobwardeot and Ovorseare of ibe PeiUb ol Oaioalicad. 

9i. Mary's Veetrv, Galmbeftd. Deeei^lMtr 7, y^, 

8xa,— 1 am det Irfd by ibe Cborobwardaoe and Or oreeert to a.»kqof> 

ledge tbe reeeipt of year letter tbis morniog, thoagb 4ated Ibe 6tb lfi«t.. 

aeearing tbem tbat tbo Oaardiane bave no wieb lo interfete yiiib tbeir 

arranfoskfala nUHro to tbe oolleoUon of tbo peor*e rate for thie parieb. 

I am. Sir, 

Tour very obedieot Servsol, 

T. 8. aoBsoa, Aifif tent OftrMir> 
To ibe Clerk of tbe Board of Gaerdiani. '"^'z 

Tbe Cburcbwardens and Overiecri have also receive^ |^ 
letter from tbe Poor Law Commisaiooers io London, acknoiy^ 
ledging tbe leceipt of tbeir intimation that they nvoHid them- 
selves collect the poor rate. The Commissioners have likeiri^p 
written to the Guardians, iof^uirin^ jvheijber Mr. Usher proi- 
poses to devote bis wbol^ time to the duties of |iis i^fim 
ajppointipient, and have l»^n informed io retiirp that s^c^ if 
bis intention, and tbat his resignatipn of the office of Wor^ 
house Master was sent in prior to the flection of tbe dOth wit* 

"W^flliam Walker, Esq^ of Walker-tenace, h^ addremipd 
a letter to the Board of guardians, of which the following tf 
a copy:— ^ 

QBiTTLBKBV,-! bsve made f^ao to addreae yoa on tbo aabjeot of 
Ueber and bit wife, tbo llaalir and Matron of tbo Gateebead unloa 
Worbboate. 

It U generally believed by tbe wbolc pariab tbat tbey bava been good 
pablie eervanle, not only pleatiog tbeir sssployori butfitinB oatia/aolioo 
to tboeeplaoed nnder tbeir oare. ^ • — » -r 

Tboy are botb well ealoolated for tbeir eitaationo; bat Mn. Ueber 
has of lalo broken down, and at bor age tbe doetore reoomaMod a ilttlo 
taet. 

I am sure tbe pariab or anion would obeerfolly aeelet io being the 
mean* of making tried, good lervaota, eomforiable, in profenneo to 
going ioto tbe market for we don't know wbom. Tberefore 1 take tho 
Uberiy to eagiteet tbo pfopriety of birinn a etoat, f trong woman, of good 
obaraoter and nMoacemrnt,^ at jeiO or £19 a-year. witb meat and 
l^dgioge. to asaiet Mr*. Ueber, eo as to give ber an opportanityal 
Somotuaea going firom borne to roomit |>er boaltb. For tbo laet tbita 
montbe ber laboor bas been ? ory great, owing to so pany baving tifd 
tbo ebolerBa 

I NSMin, eentlemen, yoar obedient gervant, 

„ William WAiJtBa,Treaeorfrta tho VolsiL 

VswsBitIo, Booember 4, 1819. 

Court of ExcHBaunt, Mondat, Dbg. 8.— Skblvoh v* 
RPBBBT AVD OTBBB8.«This was au aetioB hioagbt by the 
plaintiffs, as the Churchwardens and Overseers for tbe time 
being ol tbe parish of Great Grimsby, on a bond given by the 
deteadaQt Roihby.as Assistant. Overseer of that parish, ea 
the 1st dty ol April, 1B4D, and by the other defendants, as his 
sureties m that office, the eoadition of tbe said bond being that 
Rushby should faithfully account to tbe then Churchwai^deas 
and Overseers for all sums coliected by him on gccoont of the 
poor-rates. To the declaration one of tbe defendants (tbg 
others having suffered judgment by default) plmded that the 
parifb of Great Grimsby is a parish in a cerUin union formed 
nnder the 7th and 8th Victoria, e. 101, of which union there is 
a Board of Guardians, and that the action had not been broog 
nor was the said bond put in suit, by the said Bo 
Guardians of the said union. 

There being, a special demurrer to this plea, 

Mr. JoNBS appeared for the plaiotifr. The qoestioB was, 
whether the 7th and Sth Victoria, c. 101, s. 61, which enactf 
that all saeh bonds as the present should be put io suit by, or 
in tbe names of, the Guardians of the union, notwithstaodiof 
Oiat the sgmf may bave been given to the Churchwardens and 
Overseecf, is to operate as a repeal of the 60ib George III., 
o, 19> s. 7, which enaeu tbat all bonds given under such 
ciroamstanees shall be sued for in the name of the Chnroh- 
wardens and Overseers for the time being by the diractiop ^f 
tbe Vestry. It was submitted tbat tbe sction wsa well broaght 
in the names of the present pariah officers, and that the trae 
meaning of the 7th and Sth Victoria was to substitute the 
assent of the Board of Guardians for the direction of the Vestrr 
intheoldact ^ 

Mr. HuoB Hill, for the plea, contended tbat the ohieet of 
the legislature, when fr«aning the various statotea lor tbe 
m > eBdBi c B< of tbe poer laws, wm to plgee the iBiaagemcBt of 
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iM fWWMUal Malttn to mnm Mtttml povtr^ Md to i«(Bo?e all 
•Mtwl froa ihe pwkh ogoiifc The cnie ooBttr«cti*n of tlio 
7lh Md 8ih Vifltoiia. e. 101, ■• <H, wot that all aetioiit oo boodt 
•fflWt oatoro sboald bo broocbt by the Goardiaos if tboj saw 
fit toaoo at ally and to traotfor to tbcoi all the rifbu of tbo 
Cbsnlivardeai and Oveneera lor llie tine bdog onder the 
ilditatate. 

The Qovmmj hoveeer, was of opioioB that the aetioa waa 
voH bmiffhc by the piteiBt f laiotilii. The Mctloii was very 
obaeaiia; bat on the beat eoDstnwtioo of which its ▼ariovs 
riaans were aaseeptiMe, it would appear that the legisUtare 
paaot to teave the Cbarobvaideai and Overseers for the time 
beiair whote they wen« bat to sabstitate the assent of the 
Oaardiaas to aay legal proeeediaRs for the direetioa of the 
▼•MiTy withoat wbiohy aador the 00th George III., e. 12, s. 7, 
•0 aatt caa be iastltntod oa saeh seearities. The plea was^ 
Hierefoflit, no answer to tba dcalaratioo, and jadgment aast be 
given for the plalncilk 

JadfOMBt aoeofdingly, 

a ■ — 

•ott-fubk. 
OATfiSHEAD UNION. 

THE GUARDIANS wiU, at their MEETING, to 
be held on Tubsdat, the 18th day of Deoeasber neat, 
pronaed to the ELECTION of a MASTER and MATRON ol 
tba Gateshead Union Workhoase. The Salaiy is £70 a.ycar» 
with an aUowanoe of Oonble Rations. A Married Couplet 
withoat any family, will be preferred ; and none need apply 
whoie charaeter and qnaUII«atioas will not bear the strieuet 
temtiny. 

All apnlicatioas, aoeompaaiad by testimonials of character 
and ability, mast be sent to the Clerk before 12 o'clock on 
Mpndv, the 17th dav of December Beat. 

RO Art FOREMAN, Clerk to the Union. 
GiMabead,Nav.22,18IO. 

THELIPEBOAT. 

LOSS OF TWENTY PILOTS AT SOUTH 8HIELD9, 
CvaoM A roRaaspovDBVT.] 
it is our painial oAoe, tbic week, to record one of «b« 
lasnt daploaabla aaaideBts wUab has beiailen tba port of 
^yaa for a long neriod of ^aara. Twonty ef tiM bimvaft of 
oar pUots have u^pn viotima to their oamana intraniditf » 
binder cironmsdmoes whioh mm^ tooch tha ^noat obapn^ 
^eart. 

Since Snndavy tha eoast Imu experienced a series of di«a«. 
trons gales. On Tuesday, Deo. 4, it blew a heavy fresh of 
ivind mm tha Bast, with snow and sleet, producing a strong 
aad daageroos aea en the bar. Between 9 and 10 o'clock, a 
n^t brig, the il«tfy, of Littlehamptoo, was seen making for 
tha harboar,and waa ahortly drifted by the force ef the aea 
«• t)lp Hard Sand. No sooaar was ahe aaen to atrika than 
ti^ Pfmti'neg lifeboat iias laivcbed from Sonth Shieldap 
V^d. with that prom]>titudB and alacrity which, in the hour 
ot owQfar, characteriaea onr pUotSy inatantly manned with a 
aallant crew of twenty-four. In a few minutes she was 
ilongaide of the brig; a ropis was thrown to her and mada 
last; part of the crew were preparing to mount the vessel's 
ilda^ to rsoena the endansnred mariners, when in a moment 
the boat waa aeon to heel anddenly round— mount upon the 
aaavjt of aa eaormooa wave«*tiU overhand bary all hands in 
tha torbnlant waters. Three, almost by miracle, gained her 
Vptninad bottom, and fastaned thamselvea upon her keeU 
waving their bands in angni«b towards the shorn for aaiist- 
apcc. A fourth aaatchen a rope, which had been thrown 
from t^e brig, an4 was hauled in safety upon her deck. Tha 
remaining twe^ityy piter % brief and desperate contention 
with the waves, 

'< la ■Itbt pf Itad, end ftrfoadt who tbrooisd to lavo/* 
Wjaaaawallawad hty thp masorseleBB daep. Bcaiea waa tha 
JmeM o aa nw a ii a a 4 ^ip <ww Pod frons the ahoia, by tha Wanda 
IWq4 laMnif of tb» f TWftf an, than a sHieral rash waa mada 
tp the Iftsboat home, and the ^hpr boat Unnchad, Ifn • 



nioment she waa iy>on the water, and impelled by tha might 
of a generous and powarftd ^rew towards the sooie of tha 
disaster. But little time elapsed ere she returned; and no 



aooner bad she touched tha «pora, bearing with bar tha tbre^ 



fwvlvkig men wbom she had vaaened, than a wild pn^iumiil- 
tuous mass thronced aroui)d bar— nothoip aeekinc lor t^^ 
aona, sisters for their brothers, cUldren for their fathers, an4 
wivea (raahinir up to their waisM In the water) fhmticaHy 
shouting oat the names of their husbands, and, In wild fren^, 
tearing at their hair and rending their clothes wfien thiv 
found that they were not. Many a mpnW fonn was aoen 
with averted face, to conceal the emotion tn»t could not be 
restrained; and the stifled sob and wailing qy wh$|di b<|nt 
from the congregated woman, evinced the depth apid iptpn. 
aityof their grief. 

With the return of the boat all hope pf rescuing thf ye- 
maining twenty had vaaiKhed from tne boarta of the pipra 
reflecting; but a wild belief having been expressed that it 
was possible some poor fellow might have secured ^^f^ji^^^ 
beneath the seats of the capsised but still floating boat, n^d 
be still alive, the crew of the aeoend boat, witp the atpi^t- 
hearted pilotmaster, Mr. Pearson, at their head, instantly put 
off, and pulled a second time to tno tcene of the wrec)c, whare 
they were joined by the NorthumbeHandy {forth Shields life- 
boat. 

Few spectaclon have been witneased more truly snbllpa 
than that afforded by the progress of tho«e two noble bgf ts 
on their forlorn miaslon of mercy. Tha whole ocean waa 
white with foam t breaker alter brei^ker burst over their sHes 
as they dashed alone in their perilons course. For long |ha 
object of their search was unoiaeemible. T%e quick, K^mt 
eve of the pilots who stood on the banks, aided by thair 
glasses, swept the shore ; but no traee of the hapless iYoia- 
dsae« was to be seen. 

All hope was nearlv^bundoned, when the men in the boats 

sre seen to rise up, oeiid eagerir forward, and then (settlmc 
down again to their oars) dash furiously to the aoathwaiC 
In a few minutes the ery was heard— * They have herf^ 
Seareely had this cry been uttered, before the thousands who 
were standing on the aea banks watching ti^e boats straanai 
towards the shore. By good iavtuna it waa onr lot to be 
amongst the flrot to rcaeh tfie point where the boat waa 
beached. And aeHainlv, for its wild grandeur apd thrilUng 
aaeitement, the eoene i« one never to be eflisced from our 
memory. Above our head* ihe startled aea-f owl were whirllajg 
in wild gyrations, acreeohinff and screaming: the waves, Ib- 
atead of rolling in that regular sueeeaslon which ordinarily 
gives to them each grace and beauty, were madlr toppl|nff 
and tumbling, as if engajged in frolicaome sport; while aropni 
were bundrads of anxious eountenanees eageriy dlreetan 
towards the upturned boat, reluctant y> rellncHiish a dehulyw 
hope, eondemned ihoi^ it was by tlie general Judgment, ttf 
work of ridbthig the atraoded beat proved one of much daow 
and great difllcnlty. The great weight of the bqat, and Qm 
immense force of suction which held her to the sand, ren- 
dered i~ ' ' 




them up to their china, proceeded to attuch a atout repp ta 
the side of tha JVeetfMM. HarJfly waa this done before % 



number of tha apactatoia, af all elaases, wnshed in, aad, theagjh 
up to the middle in water, and in the midst of a heavy oeev 
began to puU figemmly at the Unew Pivn tbgieo the ropa 
snapped, and maay were laid prestrata on their fMpa. 
NotUng daunted, they centinned their exeiiiona, wall cap- 
pUed with awiiUaries Aram the shore. They at hwt righted 
bar. An instant ran waa made for thp boat j but, aleal t)m 
okjeeto of their aolidtnde ware not there. No traee waa 1a^ 
ef them, but part of a woollen aearf, which one of tha IH- 
- - - • "^ ... - .. ^^ ^^^ trmly 

end tobb 
I separated, and he had bean 
m, leaving behind tha only 
is Ista. The laet hope^ ao 
long fondly clung to, beinc new gMie, tha aaaambled crowds 
beipin to wend their way slowly and sadly towaida the tawn, 
spreading a deep and Mneml gleoai aa thev communicated 
their mehmahov intelugenoe. The tide beteg a strong ebb, 
and mixed with a great deal of freo^, littla hopeo were 
iadnlged-in that the bo^eawenld bo easily racovared. Bew- 
•tar.aooM two honn nAai^ taa bodj ef I^anaalot ^mn, p 



fated erew must have stripped inm hh neck, < 
attached to a seat, binding, prebably, the other ( 
arm; but the brittle threads bad separated, and hi 
washed away to his terrible doom] 
and and affscting BMmorial af his 
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fiiM, itolmrt BUMiy tbe ■tMiiimii of Um unf ortvuite lKMt» 
WM picked «p near to the roeki. 

An inqneit wbs held on the hody on WednetdAT, the per- 
tienlun of which will be foond below. [Two other bodice 
hftTO once been xeeofeied.l 

Subjoined we annex a list of the nnfortnnate iniferen, 
with snch partienlan as we hate been able to cather :— 

Ijttieelot Burn (deputy pilotmatter) : haa left a widow 
and two children. 

John Bom : haa left a widow and four children. 

John Bom, Jun., nnmarried. 

John Bono: haa left a widow and fire children. 

William Smith : hac left a widow and three children. 

John Uanhall : hat left a widow and three children. 

John Donkin, married. 

Bobert Donkin x haa left a widow and two children. 

William Porris: haa left a widow and Ato children. 

Thomas Marshall; has left a widow and tia children. 

Joseph Wright : has left a widow and eight children. 

John Wriaht, nnmarried. 

Ralph Phuips: has left a widow and one child. 

John Philips, nnmarried. 

Ralph Shotton: haa left a widow and four children. 

Qeorge Trnemonth : has left a widow and two children. 

Cteorge Tlndall : has left a widow and one child. 

Henry Tonng, married. 

James Young, married. 

James Watson, married. 

Those that wvre saved wete John If ilborn, John Harrisen, 
nod Geoff c Yonair, who were taken off the boat's bottom ; and 
George Marshal), who was saved iron the brig by a rope. It 
will be seen by the above list that 17 homes have lost their 



ain prop and stay by this catastrophe ; and that no less than 
46 cblldrsn are left fatherless. Perhaps never was there a case 
where there esisted Wronger claims upon tlie sympathies of the 
benevolent and pbilantbropic than the present one. The Tyne, 
the birthplace ol the lifeboat, has ever famished tbe ehoicest 
of those darioff spirits whose hardy arms and calm skill can 
alone impel and guide her on her beneflccntyet most perilous 
Mission. Hundreds « nay thousands— have they snatched 
from the gaping jaws of destruction, at the imminent hasard of 
tlieir own lives. Feats of daring and deeds of hardihood hava 
keen performed by them, amid storm and tempest, nnsurpatftcd 
by any acts of bravery on record. Twenty of those gallant 
souls have perished— perished in the performance of an act of 
the highest asercy : and shall their wives and their little ones 
be left to want I Forbid it. Heaven I 



The inquest on the bodv of Lancelot Bum was held by 
''syell, Esqn on Wedn< 

the jury consisting chiefly of pilots. 
John Wadham, mate of the BeUjf, deposed that they had 



J. M. Favell, Esq^ on Wednesdar, at the Salmon inn, SoutE 
Shields, the jury consisting chiefly of pilots. 

John Wadham, mate of the BeUjf, 
given the lifeboat a rope forward and another aft, and he was 
getting into her, when she was caught under the counter by 
a sea, and capsbed. Four of her crew were saved, and 
twenty drowned. The four, with the crew of the i^e^iy, were 
taken on shore by two other Ufeboatt. 

John Milbum, pilot, one of the superintendents of the 
South Shields lifeboat, deposed that he and Liancelot Bum 
were steering her, when tney went to the relief of the Bettjf, 
The brkr not being prepared with ropes, they let the boat 
drive a fittle further on shore. A second attempt was made, 
and a rope was thrown from the brig's quarter into the boat's 
bow. Tne ebb tide (continued Milbum) was running about 
three knota past the ship, and we swung alongside in the 
eddy, the bow of the boat being to the stem of the ship. 
They cave us a rofie forwards, which John Marshall and I 
rovu uroogh the ring in the stem of the boat, about four 
fathoms ox rope, when the sea came round the ship's bow, 
and took the boat uoder the larboard quarter, canted her up, 
and the tide caught her under the ship's quarter t then it 
went into her starboard beam, and turned ner bottom up. 
The starboard side was next the ship. I was under the boat, 
but cot out, and got on to the bottom. I think the rope was 
not net on board the ship, as the hold we had of it should 
have prevented her capsising. 1 saw no mismanagement in 
any person on board the boat. The boat was built at South 
Shields in the year 1813. She was 34 feet long over all, 
lift. 4in. broad, and 8ft. lOin. deep in midships. She rows 
U oars double haired, and steers with an oar at either end. 



There is a life line on each side in nddshlps, outside the gun* 
wale. There are life buoys under each tnvnurt to throw if a 
man is overboard. There is a grapnel forward, and one aft, 
to throw on board a ship. She was cork all round oirtside 
3( feet deep. The oars are fitted with grummets, ^le haa 
air boxes at each end and along the sides. The centre is a 
well, and she has a pump on each side. I have often been 
out in her in worse seas, and have never had reason to find 
fault. We mved four crews in one day inher. She had eork 
fenders for going alongside. The oars on the starboard kide 
were laid in, and some on the larboard. She is eaamined 
every day by the kuperiniendent. I examined her ye»teiday. 
and she was all rixht. We have four superintendents, and 
all the crew are pilots. She will carry 40 or 60 men. We 
have Carte's life-belU in the boat-house for the luon, if they 
wish to u»e them. We consider they are too cumbersome to 
row in. I con>ider if there had been lifelines above her 
water mark, John Bam might have been saved. 

Other evidence having beep given, and the Coroner having 
briefly addressed the jury, the following verdict was 
recorded : — ** We are ot opinion that Lancelot Bum was 
drowned by the lifeboat capkiziog." The Jury also expreesed 
an opinion that certain boring rods, used for ascertaining a 
foundation for the proposed piers, threaten the asfety of the 
lifeboat and pilot cobles. 

A subscription has been set on foot for the relief of the 
widow*, orphans, and other dependent relatives of the 
deceased pilots ; and Mr, Davis, of the Theatre Royal, New- 
castle, will give a ** benefit" on the i3th Deo. It cannot be 
necessary to say one word to quicken the benevolence of the 
public 

— ♦ 

THB TRADB OF THE COUNTRY:— ITS MONBT 
AND ITS MBB0HANDI8B. 

Turn exporU of the kingdom, and the quantity of bullion 
in the coffers of the Bank of England, continue to inorease. 
When the exports, some time ago, were diminishing, and the 
stock of bullion was becoming less, we were told, by high 
auihority— to wit, the Tory journals of the country • that we 
were in a very bad way indeed. We thank them for having 
so clearly and decidedly declared themselves ; for now thai 
the eoene Is changed, and everything is the very reverse of 
what they then insisted upon was indicative of decay, we are 
justified, we trast, in presaming that proaperity has at last 
taken the place of ruin, and that hope may be now indulged 
in, in preference to despair. Setting aside,however, any con. 
elusions to be drawn from the facta of the case, let us devote 
a few lines to the fscts themselves. Let us see how the 
bullion and the export questions stand :— 
On the 86th of November, 1848, the etock of 

bullion in the Bank of England amounted to..£14,ia9,S46 
On the Sftth of November, 1849, it amounted to 16^,184 

Showing an increase of £8,240,3d8 

The value of the exports of the kingdom for the 

ten months ending November ^ 1849, was.. £48^398,648 

W heieas for the same period « ending November 6^ 

1848, they only amounted to 40,091,744 

ShQwing an increase of £9,9064KM 

If the prosperity of a State is to bs arithmetically proved, 
on the principle Isld down by Tory authority, we muat con- 
gratulate our countrymen meet cordially on the figurea 
before us—not doubting, at the same time, that Tory satla- 
faction at the realisation of its own doctrine of national good- 
fortune will be trumpeted aa loudly as, not very many 
months ago, were its omens of evil; partlcnlariy as the 
Increase in exports during the month ending November 6, 
1849, shows an equally vigorous state of things— the declared 
value having been £4,^68,334 against £3,568,884 exported 
in the corresponding period of 1848. The incrBsse of IniIUoo 
during the month must be also equally gratifying to erery 
Tory overlooker of national ai&drB — > the quantity la tha 
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in axporti and j61,I 20^)68 in bnlllon» la one short month* 
is »nBt wbieh the DeniaU at the Toij oamp wiU^ol oeaiMa 
bo aoit delighted to cndr. 



THE LATE G. W. BI06E, ESQ. 

Dn», at his scat. Linden^ Koitbonberlaad. ai 90 ninntea 
before 13 (noon), on Satorday^the 8th Dee., UHARLSa Ww 
Uku B looB, Esq. Vjr this sad et ent a pearl has been lost from 
the diadem of the gentry off Northnmberland^ the f alaeoi which 
will not be rsplaoed in onr day. Death, in its disregard of 
mankind^ neter seined a victim more to the sorrow of humanity. 
The grave in its eooqnests never held a eaptite whose loss will 
be more deeply moorned by society. 

Too oft tbo Melp«or*t M hoo va«lab*4 from imfk, 
Aa4 OB cte Meal ttomp'e the teHty bMt» 
With tlif e«l mfon a •tatcomon'o BBme eogravtd, 
BMk'4 with the sjabols of tomo mln oatlBvotf. 

B«t to Che memory of Charles W illfam Bigge will be oIKsred 
the pure, spontaneous homage of all ranks and conditions of 
men. The high and Che low—thn rich and the peor«»the aeri* 
mooy of sects and the asperity off parflies» wilt over his mmb 
forget their diflerences, end In te n e ration of his rirtnonSi 
benevolenty and cbariiaUe spirit, 

^ThiDk of him ; 

ABd friMMlsblp Omm wiU braolho viihin iheir lips. 

In reeerdieg the death of a man who, in a preeminent 
degree, and tbronghout the whole course of a long life^ possessed 
the respect of ihe oonoty of Northnmberlaod, we shall take n 
cursory review of the principal incidents of his valoable 
existence, and cast a glance over the eventful times in which he 
lived. To dip 76 yean into the past, what changes in that time 
do we And to have taken place In the soeial condition of thn 
people and in the institotions of the country I Amidst the 
fierce wart ef opinion by which these have been accompanied, men 
have appeared upon the public stage whose Keoios has shed a 
luiire upon the page of histoiy. Pitt, Burke, Fos, Grey, 
Ertkine, Sheridan, Grattan, and Canning — nen who, by the 
overpowering force of their eloquence and by the antagonism 
of part^, swayed the deatinies ef their country. Associated in 
early life with individoals of that gloriooB array of talent and 
eapansion of aoul, was Charles WDIiam Bigge; and with what 
consistency of principle and honesty of purpose he was e«er 
actuated, amidst the wreck of repntatioas that were left stranded 
by political interests, the veneration in which his name is held 
1^ all parties will testily. The sphere of action wherein Mr. 
Bigge esercised his usofolness to mankind, was circomscribed 
within a locality ; yet had he been ambiiious of a rvtder range, 
a scat in the House of Commons would have been ki^^ by the 
fr§9 suffrages of the electors of the county of Nonbumkerland. 
In times of political excitement, and in those mmorable con- 
tests for scato in parliament that have within the last thirty 
years agitated Northumberland, Mr. Bigge took an active part, 
and from the moral weight of his character, sound judgment, and 
eomprebensive mind, was considered the leader of the Whig 
party of his county, and was aUays selected at the elections 
tor North Northomber'and to nominate Lord Howtck (now Eail 
Grey). He was alno Chairman of the Central Committee lor 
the election ot William Ord, E>q. (the present Member for 
Newcastle), and the late T. W. Beaumont, Esq., in the warm 
contest which those gentlemen waged in coalition against 
Matthew Bell, Esq., M.P., for the reprrseniatson ol South 
Northumberland, in 1839L During the course of the canvass, 
and while addressing a large mcetinc of the couhtionists at the 
Turk's Head, Newcastle, Mr. Bigge declared :--**Tbe conduct 
In parliament of the candidates in whose behalf I appear, will 
bear examination. Examine the votes that they have uniformly 
given on all questions affecting the interests of the peoplm 
They have voted for the extension of liberty, civil and religious. 
They have voted for the reduction of taaation — the abolition 
of slavery<^for the improvement of our own country at home, 
and for the maintenance of peace abroad." 

Yet, however consistently and sincerely Mr. Bigge gave his 
avpport to the extensien nf nivil and icIigimM liberty, and how- 
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of his whole nature. It was Ifan 



^a»thaaaMgi 
1 the fulgn of 
imnnity. II 
t the possession of these ▼irtnei in so eminant a degrse that 
befitted him to discharge so admirably the duties af magistratn 
and eitiaen, landlord and neighbour. His tahnta were nut 
brilliant, but his intolleet was powering hia j ndgmi m t aocuateb 
and his heart was ever fall of human sympadilei. 

As a magistrate, Mr. Bigge wns an ornament to the Bench. 
His judicial qualifications well fitted him far the important 
functions of a jnsttca of tha peace, and far presiding in tha 
Court of Quarter Sessions. By education and study, ho van 
well versed in the statutes, and his knowledge of common law 
was eztenelve. Educated at Westminster School, ha beenmn 
a student of Christ Church College. Oxford, in which Unhrci^ 




that year been gasetted a Lieut-Colonel in theNorthumberlaa4 
Militia, and afterwards commanded the Southern Local 
Militia. In 1800 he visited the Continent; and during a tnnt 
of two yenrt, pasting much of that time in Germany aad ift 
Italy, he formed acquaintance with many of the most emin^ 
men in Europe. 

On the resignntlon by the lata Thomas Clennelt, Biq.. ot 
Harbottle, of the chair of the Court ol Qaarter Sessions, xr. 
Bigge was chosen to fill that high office, in January, 1829; and 
on his retireoMut from the presidency, from ill health, in W% 
he was prcMntcd by his brother magistrates (as a tettimoml 
of the high e>teem which they entertained of bis cbamderi and 
an BcknowlcdgflMnt of the services he had rendered tn tlw 
county,) with a copy of the statutes of the realm, nnblished ii 
1810 by command of Qeorge 111., in twelve folio vdlnmena 
handsomely bound in Russia leather. 

lo 1834, the yeomanry and others of the middle eliam In 
Northumberland, as a mark of their sense of the benefit wblck 
Mr. Bigge conferred upon the public in his magitteria 
character, invited him to a public dinner at Morpeth ; and n 
desire, emanating from the same class of rociety, to possess a 
memorial ol *' the good old English gentleman,'* led in 1898 tn 



an engraving by Ward, from an original portrait of Mr. Biggeu 
by Colvin Smith. The high value which has always been tal 
upon that print, will, now that the original will * be no 



seen,** be increased many degrees: it will become one ol the 
mo»t lacfcd of the household gods at a memento of departad 
worth. 

In 1898, a baronetcy was offered to him, in recognition of'tfto 
esteem in which he was held by the Siate; but, with ahanift> 
teristic humility, he declined the boon. 

We are now to view this inestimable man at his hamtk 
There it was that the perfections of his nature became mom 
particularly icvealed— there it was that the creations of H 
philoBopbtu mind and refined taste more panlculariy shont 
forth— there it is that the law of progress is carved in hierft> 
gl^'pbics so easy to decipher. 

Upon the Morpeth and Woolcr turnpike, adjoining tha rffar 
Coquet on the sooth, and within a ring-fence of some eight eg 
nine miles, lies the Linden cbtate. The mansion comaMndt^ 
view of the sylvan scenery of Ftrltuu Park, and of the beantifnl 
vale of the Coquet to the sea, together with a considerahln en* 
pause of country to the ra<i. It was built at great expense fgf 
its late lamented lord in 1813. Linden House (so called by thn 
deceased from a rivulet which has its source in the gnmnds) 
is a structure more remarkable for the solidity and stfenglfe 
of ita parts, and fiintts nnd nnifermi^ of dasig% tJ^ 
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for giandeiir of eieeitioo. It wetn an air of tnDqoil 
•nperioritj, soearitr* and oomforty while all anrand displays 
aa acooraqy and refloement of taste. At a near approach it is 
hid hy deepftbriviof plantations, fenced by neaUy trimmed thorn 
hedges. The landscape from the sooth and east embodies in 
the foreground a pleasing diversity of park scenery, the clumps 
of trees being skilfully disposed. The walks tbroogh the 
woods and grounds are laid out in fascinating variety. The 
shrubberies and plots eontain the rarest of the fauni, with an 
occasional exotic budding in all the pride of naturalisation. 
Objects are met with that equally instruct and delight. On a 
fountain at the end ot a walk is placed an inscription from 
Horace, Gib. ii. Carminum» ode 14) :— 

IilnqotB^e tsUaa, tt domes. H plMset 

Uxor ; aeqtts heruM qiuw oolit trbonia 

T«. prwtor loTisM rapreMot, 

Ulls brtvem donUnaoi, aeqaetor. 

Which mi^ thus be translated :— 

Lend, and bonte, sad pleesieg wife, 
AU mmt bt mlini'd wlita life. 
Nor, of all thoM trooo whioh thoo, 
Briof tpoM kbeir OBMler, trslnott now 
Shall ono go with thee, djiog, mto 
The sypTMi Moamtag o or thy grsTo. 

There, by this fountain, at the present moment, the thought- 
ful may roul as impressive a sermon as Jeremy Taylor ever 
preached. All natore lies dead. Not asoond is heard through 
these groves, the delight of their late lord, save the funeral 
knell from the neigbboaring village church, warning the living 
that they maisl ** follow him, their transitory master. 

But the hand of Order has not been confined. to the beauti- 
fying of the immediate vicinity of the mansion. The entire 
estate has felt the regenerating touch of its late owner. Mr. 
Bigse was amongst the first of our landlords to appreciate the 
benefits of furrow-draining. He therefore erected a tile-kiln, 
and had, before his death, seen a great portion ot his estate 
deriving the advantages of improved system* of husbandry. 

A constant resident amongst his tenantnr, and rejoicing in 
the welfare of all around him—a paragon of method and rtgu- 
,larity— and a teacher by example, he uught Oeorgics at every 
turn of his domain, as Plato taught philosophy in the grove at 
Athens. Those who remember the condition of Linden estate 
forty years ago, when it was purchased of the Earl of Csrlisle 
by Mr. Bigge, and toho know it now, would not feel surprised 
ii th^ were informed how many <eiis of thautandM of pounds 
have in that time been expended upon it. 

In the exercise of his chanties no man was more unostenta- 
tious than Mr. Bigge. Ot a truth it ma^ be said of him :•*** He 
did good by stealth,and blush'd to find it fame." Never did be 
turn away' from the stem realities of the destitute; and the 
manner in which he would relieve the troubled heart blessed 
both the giver and receiver. 

Mr. Bigge, in his recreations, delighted most in the chase 
and from a similarity of inclinations be was on intimate terms 
with the late Sir M. W. Ridlor ud Ralph Lambton, Esq. He 
was warm and amiable in his hospitalities; but as order 
appeared to be a part of himself, he was never led to excess. 

In 1802 (the year in which be served the office of High Sheriff 
for Northumberland), he married Alice, only daughter of 
Christopher Wilkinson, Esq., of Newcastle, by whom he had 
a large family. He sorvi?ed Mrs. Bigge nearly two years. In 
his family bereavements he was severely tried, and at a period 
of his life when his corporeal sufferings were complicated and 
poigoanL For ten years prior to his death he never was one 
day wholly free from pain; but the strength of his mind 
never forsook him; and his fortitude and patience throughout 
the ordeal of approaching dissolution gave proof that he bad 
disciplined his heart for the enjoy ment of another and a higher 
■tate of existence. 

His eldest son, Charles John, who died in 1846, was the first 
chief-magistrate eleeted in Newcastle under the Municipal Cor- 
porations Act, introduced and carried by the great Whig party 
of which, as we have seen, the deceased was no unimportant 
member. A second son, Edward Thomas, died Archdeacon of 
Lindisfame ; and Henry, who was in the service of the East 
India Company, died at Assam. 

His family who survive are— William, Lieut-Colonel of the 
70th Regt.; John, Vicar of Stamfordham, Northumberland; 
Matthew, a Director of the Northttmberlaad i * "^ ' ^ ' 



1 and Durham Dis- 



trict Bank, Neweastle; Arthur, a Barrister; George, Ourate of 
Hontspill, Somersetshire; and an only.surviving daughter, 
married to David Smith, Esq., Edinburgh. 

The fsmilv of Bigge is of long and honourable standing in 
Northumberland, and has for generations been connected with 
Long Benton, where the late Mr. Bigge was bom, October 38, 
1773, having been the eldest son of Thomas Charles BiggCv 
Esq., of Long Benton, (who died October 10, 1794). 

Mr. Bigge's tastes, habits, and disposition brought him into 
close communication with the republic of letters in Newcastle. 
He was President of its Literary and Philosophical Society, 
Vice President of the Antiquarian and Natural History 
Societies, and President of the Mechanics' Institute. 

His remains were interred this day, at Longhorsley church, 
(an edifice which he had maintained in life with singular Jibe- 
rality, and in which, in 1840, his late daughter, Julia Katha- 
rine, vas married by the Bishop of Durham to his lordship's 
son. the Rev. H. J. Maltby). 

Thursday, December 13, D. 

THE EXPORTS OF THE KINGDOM. 
Tbb Oflkial Tables of ExporU for the ten months ending 
fith ult. have been published, and enable us, in connection 
with former Returns in our possession, to show the state of 
our foreign export trade during the ooriesponding period for 
the last four years, as follows :— 



Coals and Oalm 

Cotton Manalaetarcs.. . . 
' Yam .....«...«.i 

BarlbcDwars ••. •».... 

OlSM ...•...•..•.•••••I 

Hardwam and CaOery., 

LInea Maaafaotorea .... 

"^■*"*" I anil a..........) 

MaahfBcry ^ , 

MHalt:- 
Iron and 8letl....M., 
i^ad ....•«....».•••.■ 
TinPlatts «... 

Salt 

Silk MaaafaetorM 

Soap M.. 

Woollen Tarn 



nicLAaao talob. 



n8i7. 

J63I,I64 

l4.fi50.M9 

6.099,171 

7U.096 

S5S.417 

M^s.iio 

6ft3.966 
1,037,792 

4^7 640 
163.795 
407,7M 
S34.(9S 
836,U7 
140/37 
8A4.909 

6,9(i9,789 



Total 43.416.770 43.964.M3 40.091.744 49.898,64« 



1848. 

£969.921 
13.460,663 

4.789.4(17 
604.776 
904.014 

1.697.065 

»,94i.004 
387.671 
716,835 

4,189,808 
100.679 
454.836 
917.983 
468.096 
199.539 
693,779 

4,717,671 



1849. 

£966,689 
16.713.473 

6,836.933 
673,604 
909,886 

1.774^76 

9,793.879 
695.644 
598,138 

4,969.530 
969,694 
608,180 
997.063 
809.301 
138,730 
917.t86 

6,136.634 



It will thus be seen that even aa compared with 1846 the 
increase has been nearly six millions, whereas on the past 
year it has been upwards of nine millions. If a shopkeeper 
who could increase his sales at this rate would consider him- 
self a lucky fellow, why should not a ** nation of shopkeepers'* 
be equally gratified by the figures we have quoted ? 

♦' — 

THE DORT DOCKTURS. 
0ns bobo an' dsetb, wbat casB* ii up 7 
Wbat I vtcr noo oan bt the niaitar t 
Wbo wionot let na Iceto an* rap 

Aoeordln' fai to oor awn natnrf 
Wbat pryln' boddy It't that's eani. 

An' triad oor toontloke U onMltellf 
It'i Lord Jobn Hiusell't bailey .bam, 

Tl rob tti ov oor preeblnt mettal. 
Wbat ! wo wbo've lived bere a* oor liTts. 

In ony manner that wo pleasea; 
An' bad no tomeBt— bat oor wiveo, 

Wbese privilidge It is to tease as:— 
What for wo eannit lay oor niaok 

Wbart a'wayt It's been laid baforsf 
It need not ayek folk panlo ttrak, 

Tl fling wor asbes at the door. 
The varry pigs are noo to blame ; 

An* eooke an* bene— or aw'ni Bistakcn; 
*T will be eonresa*d it it a abeoB, 

It not allow'd to eavo oor baeon. 
Oor Toon Clark, tl, hes lent a hand 

To ferrst oot a' doity plaoea : 
Aw with hie tongne be wad sommand» 
An' net attempt se tl disgrasa as. 
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Boat neildlin' doeton " Mt oonitraln'd" 

In aleuUnttt to ba '* Mleren •/' 
fU it tba ■trMtt war* pav'd tn* draln'd, 

Tbara'd Owd b* m mair ngiog fo? era. 
How ailly thaj mon a* bae bean 

Ti tall th' InapaHor a' tbe aooroca 
Jfrew fvbtah dlacMea aan ba aaan— 

Tba varry tblDga that flila tbair poraca ! 
Tba folka aarc^ ar* gannlD mad ; 

Sajf OR plaeaa fa not olaa an* airy ; 
That alaapla* fowr or five In bad— 

An* aome tyala alaa— un-naaaaaary. 
An* that, baaldaa, wor moral habiu 

Man aboakan ba to aqaaamith aanaaa— 
A' baddlad np aa Ilka wild rabbiu, 

An* na modlaty for tl manaa aa. 
Oar raitbcra, U, the blame tbay abare. 

(Ood grant ne evil may betide them): 
They've abock'd St. Mary'a frond ; ae there 

We'll n/en ot ua ba laid beaide them. 
Theaa thinga, aw aof*, ihey aan't ba Jnat; 

Ov ebangea aoah we ar' ne llfcer*: 
Aw'll klek acyen Ihem till aw bmat: 

(Siinied) Tim ot Haweb's Uiatt Stukim. 
nbirlS.1849. 



GATESHEAD BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 

On Tnesdaj, December 18, at tbe fortnicbtljr meeting of 
tbe GuardiaQB of tbe Gateibead Union, (Joseph Robsor, 
Ew].,intbecbair,) 

Mr. Foreman read tbe minutec of tbe preceding meeting, 
and also a letter from tbe Poor Law Board, confirming tbe 
appointment of Mr. Uaber to tbe office of Assistant OreneBr 
and Collector of tbe Rates. 

Mr. Grace called attention to a bandbill, comprising a 
letter addressed to tbe Guardians bj tbe Cborcbwardens and 
OTcrseers of (Htesbead on tbe 16tb nit., reqaesting tbem to 
desist from the appointment of an Assistant Overseer, and 
inquired wbj tbe letter was not read to tbe Board at tbe first 
meeting after it was received! 

Bfr. FOREMAN replied, tbat on tbe receipt of tbe letter be 
transmitted it to the Commissioners. Bat Mr. Robaon had 
a copy of it, which be requested him to brine to tbe meeting; 
and be said be would do so. He requested nim on tbe Mon- 
day, and reminded him on tbe Tuesday morning. Mr. Robson, 
however, forgot; and he (Mr. Foreman) then stated that be 
bad received such a letter from tbe Churchwardens and 
Overseers, requesting them not to proceed to an appointment. 

Mr. Gbacb observed, that the Clerk bad taken an advan- 
tage of him, and, as an independent member of the Board, 
he protested against such conduct, llie Ghiardians were 
charged with treating the Churchwardens and Overseers with 
contempt. To such treatment, however, he, for one, was no 
party. He laid the whole responsibility and blame on tbe 
Clerk, and moved a vote of censure upon him for his conduct. 

Mr. Wilkinson seconded tbe motion. The Clerk ought 
not to garble the information communicated to him for the 
Board. He had no right to make himself the judge of what 
should or should not be read to tbem. 

Mr. Cook accused Mr. Grace of being actuated by splenetic 
motives, and denied tbat the letter in question was the letter 
of tile Churchwardens and Overseers. It emanated from no 
meeting of that body. He was an Overseer, and knew 
nothing of it. Mr. Alderman Brockett was a Churchwarden, 
and be would appeal to him if he had any hand in it! (Mr. 
Brockett : No.) Mr. Alderman Potts, too, was a Church- 
warden; and he, perhaps, would say if he knew anything of 
any meeting at wnieb such a letter hsd been adopted! (Mr. 
Potts: No.) He believed be might also say that Mr. Finney, 
who was an Overseer, was just as little consulted about the 
sending of this letter. It was not the letter of the Church, 
wardens and Overseers, but of a mere section of them, a cabal. 

Bfr. Grace: We have notbinc to do, here, with tne quar- 
rels of tbe Churchwwdens and Overseers. Mr. Foreman 
received a letter purporting to come from tbat body, and it 
was bis duty to read that letter to the Guardians. 

Mr. DouQLAS: Mr. Grace must recollect bearing Mr. Fore- 
man state tbat he bad received such a letter; tbat, with tbe 
advice of some of tbe Guardians, be had sent it to the Poor 
Law Board; and tbat the purport of it was aprotest against 
tiie election of an AMistant Overseer by tbe Guardians! 



Mr. Grace: No; be made no snob oommiinioation to my 
knowledge. .. ^ . 

Mr. Cook: Did he, or did be not^Mr. Chairman f 
Mr. Robson : He certainly did. He stoted the substance 
of tbe letter. . _^. 

Mr. Brockett thought it would be a pity to go any further 
into this matter. He hoped tbat Mr. Grace would be satis- 
fied with tbe protest which be bad recorded. Every one who 
looked calmly and dispassionately on the circumstances, 
would admit tbat the Clerk, if be had not strictly adhered to 
tbe proper formalities of his office, had acted for tbe best. 
It would have been better, certainly, if, before enclosing it 
to tbe Commissioners, he had kept a copv of the letter; 
which, by the bye, was an illegal and invalid document, for 
he (Mr. Brockett) bad not been summoned to tbe meeting at 
which it was framed and adopted. But Mr. Foreman, 
actuated by a commendable motive, sent it to tbe Poor Law 
Commissioners, that tbe Guardians might have their opinion 
upon the protest made by tbe writers. If be bad kept it in 
hu pocket, and said nothing about it. then be (Mr JBrockett) 
would have concurred in Mr. Grace s uiotion. The Clerk, 
however, bad not done so; his seal overcoming his sense of 
formality, be forwarded it to tbe Poor Law Board; omittinE 
to make (as he should have done) a copy. But what he had 
done he bad done for the best, and be (Mr. Brockett) hoped 
that Mr. Grace would waive his motion. 

Mr. Potts said the letter was clearly unauthorised. He 
was the Rector's Churchwarden, and yet he bad received only 
one summons to the Yestry. 

Mr. Wilkinson said be had seconded the motion on prm- 
ciple. The Clerk ought to Uy every letter tbat be received 
before the Board. He was satisfied, however, after ^e 
ezpUtnations which bad been given, tbat whatever error he 
bad committed was nothing more than an error in Judgment, 
and would join with Mr. Brockett in recommending Mr. 
Grace to withdraw his motion. , , , . ^ 

Mr. Grace said he would do so, if Mr. Cook would with, 
draw the imputation which be biMl cast upon him, in the 
course of this discussion, of being actuated by splenetic 
motives. ,, , 

Mr. Brockett bad no doubt that Mr. Cook would do so. 
It was not to be supposed tbat Mr. Grace had been prompted 
by any other motive than a sense of public duty. 

Mr. Cook withdrew the words; Mr. Grace withdrew tba 
motion; and the sultry discussion ended. 

The Board then proceeded to the election of a Workhouse 
Master and Matron— for which offices thirteen couples had 
made application. 

Mr. WILKINSON suggested tbat there should be no noini- 
nation of candidates; but tbat, when tbe names of tbe sppU- 
cants, and their testimonials, bad all been read, every Guar- 
dian should vote for the couple which, in his opinion, would 
manage the workhouse best. The lowest on the poll could 
then be left out, and a second vote taken; and so on, until 
some couple bad a majority of the Guardians present in their 
favour. By this arrangement, be thought, they would be 
most likely to secure wlut every Guardian, be was perfectly 
satisfied, must have in view— the appointment of tne fittest 
couple. 

The Guardians approving of this proposal, Mr. Foreman 
read over the names of the candidates in succession, with 
their testimonials in full; and the Chairman then called 
upon each Guardian to say for whom he voted. 

The poll having been cast up, it was found unnecessary^ to 
go to a second vote, Mr. Arthur Maine and Mrs. Maine having 
15 votes out of 21. 

The Chairman bavins declared Mr. and Mrs. Maine duly 
elected. Uiey were called into the room, and he announced to 
them their success. He hoped (he said) that they would 
conduct the workhouse as well as it had hitherto been done, 
and thus do credit to themselves and to those who bad re- 
commended them to tbe Board. They would enter upon 
their duties on Christmas day, but Mr. and Mrs. Usher would 
remain with them a week or two, and give tbem every infer- 
mation and assistance. He (Mr. Bobaon) bad long known 
Mrs. Biaine, and believed, from what he knew of her, that 
she would prove a good Matron. He trusted that she and 
her husband would be comfortable in tbe workhouse tbem> 
selves, and would ba kind to the old people, and make tbem 
comfortable. 
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dtnoa and ffood opinion, »nd nid he tnuted that he and Ms 
Wife wonhTdhcliiuM fheir dntiee to the aatitfaetion of the 
flMt Ikmed, (Mf. Midne iru tatmetly gardener to Mrj. 
BH^Uj, at Beniham.] 

Mfs. iVHrf las roee to bring nttder lh« eonrideratlon of the 
^PttMdiatti teilaitt anlmadrefshnn made hj Mr. Pattimn, one 
^ iMM, upoft the proeeodinM of the preriovs meeting, and 
OM fgpiMt (hereof in the ObuYver, He wished, howerer, 
tllAt Mf. ^attlion tuAfgtH flnt he oailed into the room. [Mr. 
k wai ealled in.1 Mr. Donglaa oontinned : -^ He 
J il dne to himtelf and to Che Board to notice the 

t of Mr. Pattiaon in refenenee to the proceedings of 

> 4th inat He wonM read from the Obterver the report of 
tmat proctfedingt; hut before doing so he might state, that 
tito rMortertf having left the meeting, ho supplied a shorf 
iiOto or the diflcttssiott oomphuned of dj Mr. Pattison, from 

• OOtttlotiott that it was richt to bring the matter before the 
TMUpkyerU, Mr. Pattison had thought iH to call upon tho 
IiroprMtor and the editor of the naper, stigmatizing tho 
iVport aa false and tlandorons, and tnreatening to commence 
afi AOtion for libel. The Chairman and otner gentlemen 
#otlld aay if tho report was not correct, and if the statements 
Which it embodiea were not true.-^Mr. DougUa proceeded 
to read his report of the Chairman's remarks. 

Mr. Gaacv requested that he would begin higher tip in 
tho column. The? must hare the ^ole. 

Mr. DovoLAS Hud he had no objection, and read the whole. 
Ho then asiied the Chairman if the rtfport waa accurate or 
itiaOOurate. 

Mr. RoBSOif i My words are gtren a« noarlr as may be. 

Mr. OouotAS went on to saj that he haa iust reason to 
dOmplain of Mr. Pattison's conduct in going about to charge 
hhki with mlnepresentation and falsehood. Burelj Mr. Pat. 
tiioft mi|^t haTO been satisfied With the exposure which had 
alzeadj taken place, without compelling any member of tho 
Board Jn self defence, to re?ire the subject. 

Mr. FATTiso?r replied that Mr. Douglas pointed to an entry 
of M. for maintenance of a pauper in the Fever House, as 
if it wore <*money expended," and he had kept the money 
baok. He Oxplained that it was not money alibursed, but 
only to be disouraed if sanctioned by the Board. The entry 
waa not made in the ** Relief List/ but only in tho ** Appli. 
eatioii Book." 

Mr. Douglas said, he reeOiTed Mr. Pattison's ezplanatiotk 
Without romark, but called the consideration of the Board to 
ids General conduct, that it might be corrected. He referred 
parScularly to his retention in nis own hands, two years ago, 
of a large sum-'-about £90 •*- which appeared on the books aa 
nud to tho Newcastle Fever House, when. In fact, not one 
arthhig of the money had been paid. This was Mr. Patti. 
sOfl*ii genoral habit, and it mu«t be put a stop to. He, at 
lOist, had done his duty as a Guardian by caning attention 
til tho uattor: It rested with tho Board whether a remedy 
sDottM bo applied. 

Mr. Roftsoif said ho was sorry this subject had come before 
thorn again. Mr. Pattisoik knew how often they had differed 
alMmt (^ but ho could not get him to do his doty. Things 
had been looked over which ho (Mr. Robson) would not have 
aJUowod in a servant of his own. Mr. Patti>on must recollf*ct 
tho Wamitig giiron to him by the Chairman, when he said ho 
would be fuidor the necessity of writing to the Commissioners 
if there were no amendment. Tho less Mr. Pattison stirred 
ift tho Oattor the better. If the Board did not stir in it. 
most eottainly Mr. Pattison had better let it alone. He had 
booB treated with a degree of indulgence which would havO 
boon osttended to no other man. 

Mr. PATtisoif tepoated that tho 84s. did not ai»pOar in tho 

• Rollof list," but morely in tho *• AppUcation Book.** 
Jir. WitAiMoit: But tho natter does not hinge upon thst 

mei Douei.AS gate notice of a motion to tho offset that. In 
fatoro, tottohers should bo produced at every mooting for 
pMiOUts purporting to have been made. 

Tho Board then proeoeded to the relief of tho poor. 

hAmodiafeoly prooodinc tho mooting of tho Board, tho 
FhiattOo Oommittoe mot (Mr. Jootra RoBsoif in tho cnair). 
tM Mr. WbAtJlioll aad HkBoiooiiytwoof tho Whiskham 



Guardians, proseofod (puftuatit to nofioo gffon on tho 4tb 
inst.) the following letter from Dr. Meggisoii aad report frmn 
the Whickham Committee :«- 

7b the Ouardimiu oftkt AiricA ^ IFMelrAOTi, 

GsaTLKM BH,— 1 bra lo pr«Mot yoB wlih a lUlof (Oa oaMS ofaholera 
and di^rrbciA aiUnded by nywlf and my aMtotaut. at tha request of 
yoar Board, daribs the left epidemlo. The ahoiiii I hiTO attaebed to 
tbeae eases is merely tibst I think will rvmanerate bm fsr eitraezpcn- 
dirare, sod not be bardeoeotte to the pafleh. Were I to gito itema lor 
aaoh ease, it woold neeesiarlly amoont to oonaWersble more. 
1 am, Qeaileman, yoars, U:, 

Whiekham.Deeember 14.1819. T. N. Mseoisoo. 

REPORT OP THB WHTCKBAV ODWHimB. 

Ma. CBAiBVaa aan esirrLaaay, -« Wo bate moeh pteaeore hi 
eUtiDfttoyoa-ihst ttie awfnl oaiamfty wBiat lately visited oardlstriel 
is now happily sabsided, ami oer laboan ss s Comaiiltro of this Board 
been broaitht lo a conelwefoe. 

In laying before yoa this oor report, ve beg laspedltaUy to stale thai 
we have requested Ur. Mrflnlson t* appewd to hie laboaro a som whieb 
be woold be wlllinn to aeeepc for Ms very ealwable servieee ; and to thie 
request we have reeeieed an aeooant whieb we have eorsfnlly examined, 
and with whish we are psrfoctiy satiifled. In it we Had that for attend- 
Ins 60 eases of Asiatie ebotera, ead the femiUes eooneoted therewith, tbo 
som of jClfl, or Ss. per eaeh ramlly, la ebaifed; and for attendina 
SO eases of dlarrbma the sum of £7 10s., or the small som of Sa. 6d. for 
eaeh family ; in all ameuniing to £St 10s. ; a som by no means adeqnate 
to the expeaeee ineorrsd by htm i» ad m in U ioriwg lo Iho medioal waato 
of so nnmerooB a body of soflering human beings, independent of the 
anreraiuiDg sMentfoa at aH boarak night aad day, both of biatmlf and 
hie aisisiaot. 

As private Indlvi^aals we dannol too stroafily esprese our admlvatioo 
of his ebartuUr, bamsoe, and armttuanty eondneC. As memhers •$ 
this Board we bee unanimoutly to propote that the eeflfe of £tt lOe. So 
paid to Dr. Mcpirison, eosompanted by a voco of iba»bo for ile narj 
valusble eerrleee rendered lo the poor of tho parieb of Whiehbam. 

In eonsequenee of aa order of this Board, we baee aleo rssel^ sd Itoai 
Mr. Stevenson an aoeount of his labours in the saaM eanto, ae Modleal 
OSorr of oor district; and his aoeountt, also, we have earelMTy 
otsmfwfd; and we have mash ptaasore in raaommendlafr Ibsc tbotam 
of <e 10 be paid lo Mr. ateveosoD for hie estra attondaaes oe ibo poor 
daring tbo pfavalaaoa of ehoteva aad diarrbma. 

JoBw BTainea Wxa««8oiw 
Sdwasd RoBsoa. 
Boas ST OzLsr. 
3aco» BtraasTr. 

Tbo report was reoeiTod hj the Pinanoe Conunittoo^tatin 
into oonddezation-^and confirmed. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUMCIL. 

p esoaoa HAWts.tsq., Mayor. 

Coaaciifors. pCrawsbay,B. p Proaiwr, B.J. 

pttroebett.W.B. Allbuseo.Ct p Doaglas, Wm. pRobsoa,Joaapa 
p Cammins. T. Bell, R. B. p HanBe, David llobson, Jotaa 

Kenmtr«Wm. p Biasbnm. R. pIoon.F. P. Russell, John 

p Polls, John Cook. WilHedi p Lleter, Jabo Walker, PonOW 

pSsiilb.Jamea pCeeltbard.B. p Psareon, 0. J. p Wtlaoa, /aami 
p WllaoB, Tboe. CTboio marked p were pveseacj 

An adjonraed oMetiog was held oa Wcdaesdar, Dee* 1^. 
The miootes haviag beea read as nsaal, Mr. i. RoBsoii» as 
Chairmao ol the Town Improvesucat CoSMsittety preosMod a 
rooort from that bodr, as follows :-^ 

Tear Comsrittca report that ibe Stoaeyial walerlag plate haa besa 
filled op. and thereby a nulsaaes, whieb was eaaaed by etaimant water 
remaihiog there, bu been removed ; and that the Surveyor haa reeolvod 
^3 from parties for depoelting mbbtih there, ahleh haa beaa baadad Ca 
tha Treasurrr . 

Thai Mr. 0. J. Paarsoa bat paM the earn of £t ISt., btOH fbe pMae 

of tho around lahea in from BHth-elraetal the east ead of 1 

and that the saase bae been banded to the Ti s aaa r ar. 



Your Commiitee report that tber rteaived an appHeatlOD firom Mr. 
Allbasao, reqaHtIng ihat tha road between Garden^urcel and the raiU 
wty bridge sbootd be impaired. M r. Allhaien stated that tbit road ost 
maOt by Meters. Bawba St Crawebay, Meaere. Abbot St Co., and bha» 
telr, upon laa anderscandlag thai tha Oorparadoa would keep U 10 
repair. Tour Committsa bellevo that tha aiia of tbie road la prlvalb 
propoHy; and yoor Committee resolved, "Thai Ibe Mayor «id Itaair 
Obairttao (Mr. Joseph Robson) be rrqosstod to dlrrel their atteoiioa fo 
tbo sobjeat of Mr. Atlhatea't letter, and to eodcavoar la egbel aa 
amieable arraagetMai as lo Ibe asa of fbis road by the pablla.** 

tiftd an appliaatloo IMO 
ieibawraa-awtal, 
lair 



Tour Oomntileo report that they have reocl< 
Mr. Jeeeph Orey, owner of preperty al tbo top of M( 



_)plalning of Ibe ImaaeeaMo state of tho raad ibera^ by i 
quantity of mud aad filth whieb has aesomuiated : and ibor adopted ihs 
ftfllowfng rteolatiaa theraont— •' That the Town Clerk be Inslmaled fo 
apply lo the repretenlativeo af the fate Wilttttti Palbaaa, sad rtqntsi 
tbeai ta feqalre that tha aooditlona oa wbteh Mr. PalkOM told Iba aftm 
In Barn Clasa (that tha parebaaert if aald maba aad rtpsfo Iha NaJt la 
troui of ibeir reepaaliva proponieok and the saitnanit la thai tibss 
aalarad Into by the parahaeera fkam Mr. Palkaaa la Ibtir lillo Oetd tL 
absU bsparfaiSMd aad laUUM. aaA ihnaky ths iaiia n a i iawi sal 
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aaJMnoM m n^mtaHj fWBiylalniwI of b« tbAtod. But in order to 
ranoTo the Mvioos iiiooiiT«ni«iiM oeeMlondd by the pietent itate of the 
rotdjind in wm f*^— ithm of tiie praeelng nmriittj lor ■& immediate 
abatoneat ol the mtfaaaee (bat not lo at in anjwiee to admit the liability 
to repair the road), that the Bnrreyor of the Oommlulonert be inttraeted 
1 and filth fkom the etreet at the head of the Bam 

I that* in order to present the aeriooi 

le poblie, and the damage done to the 

property of the Oommiaaionere of the eaiaehead Street Aet by partlee 



i by the I 



who have obtained lieenee to make oart-roade or earriage-wayi aeroea 
the pnblio footpathe, and who andlthemeelTee of the lieenee, and negleet 
the eonditton to pave the footpath, the Oooneil do addaolanoe to their 
etanding order and regalacton that the footpath ehall be payed, that the 
pavenMot ehaU be laid ae direeted, and eompleted aeeording to the 
regulation, before the footpath ihall be eroeaed by oarta or eariiMee; 
and that in all eaaea of negleet of thie regolatioD, the Sniteyor ofthe 
Oonmiaeioaera ehall, withont farther inetrvetiona, proeeed to enforoe 
the penalty ot£i impoeed by the Galsehead Street Aet for driving a oart 



Tear Committee Lave inatraeted the Town Olerk to write to Mr. John 
Davidaon,eteam eom miUer, and inform him that their attonUon hae 
been drawn to the praetiee of letting off the eteam f^m the mill into the 
eoaunon eewer in OhamlMtreet, whieh le very dangerooe to paaeeogna 
riding epirited horiee, and aleo injarioae to the health of the neighboor- 
hood; and to reqneet Mr. Davidaon to diioontinae the praetiee 
immediately. 

Tear Oommittee reeomoBend that the Gae Oompany'i ehargee for 
Ughting the pobUe lampe, for the qaarter ending November 80, 1849, 
nting to 4 140 lie. 64*^. V^^ ^} ?^ ^ i^HM**l^??' *^^*'t 

the 



■■■yiiiiMiig MP dvi-xv ■«■• ww.,i^ i^u WW* wi Miv wusiauBviwu««v iwaill* i 

and aleo that Mr. George Wooleton'e elalm of £$» 16e., for hie groand 
laid into the etreet in Hlllgate, ae per agreemen* " 
Treaearer oat of the Street Aet Oommieefonera* fbnd. 



r; 



Toor Oommittee report that, at their meeting on the ISth of Deeember 
inetanf. the Town Olvk prodaeed the new rate or aeeeeement, made 
ander the Gaimhead Street Aet. tor the year ending Deeember 84, 1860, 
whieh he had reoeived fnm Mr. Joieph Faire, one ol the Aaeeeeon. 
That year Oomoyttee have, with the aaeiatanee of Mr. Foreman, late 
Aaeietant Oveneer, and Mr. Faire, made a earefal examination of the 
aaeeeement; and it ie now laid apon the table for eonflrmation by the 
Goaneil. That year Oommittee reeomoMnd that the aaeeeoBMnt now 
prodaeed be approved and adopted, and that Mr. Joeeph Faire and Mr. 
William Harvey be appointed OoUeetort thereof. 

Od tlM ffloUoD ot Mr. JoasPH Roeson, aeoonded by Mr. 
Pkocktbr, the report was received ; and after some eonvena- 
tioa apon ita miseeilaoeoascoDtenU, it was confirmed. 

Sewerage and drainage next oocopied the attention of the 
meeting, the aubjeet having been iotrodnced by Mr. Aid. Smith, 
who had had an interview with Mr. T. E. Harriion, the reaident 
engineer of the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway Com- 
pany. A resolntion waa nltimately passed agreeing to a 
snggestion made by Mr. Smith as to the formation of a sewer 
in the new street» spoken of by most of the members as <* Slant- 
street," bat ealied by others ** Hills-streeL' The matter was 
referred to the Town Improvement Committee, with full power 
to arrange for the oompletion ofthe sewer in snch form and 
depth, and on sneh conditions as to the payment of the 
expense, as they might deem expedient 

Mr. JoBBPB RoBsoN called attention to the neglect by some 
members of their doty to attend oommittee-meetings ; and it 
was suggested that a fine should be imposed, as in Hall, if the 
absentees did not amend. 

Mr. Aid. fiaocKBTT presented a report from the Pablic 
Health Committee on the inquiry lately held in Gateshead by 
Mr. Rawlinson, Saperintending Inspector off the Board <n 
Health, embodying, m addition to papers already printed in the 
OburveTt an admirable notice by Mr. Davis, ol Wrekenton, 
snrgeon, off the epidemics of fever and cboleia by whieh that 
village has been desolated. We give the conclosion of the 
committee's report, as tooching npen matters that are new to 
our readers:—** The following snggestions have been snbmitted 
to yonr Committee, as the foandation on which asefal and 
important clauses may be introdneed in the next Poblic Health 
Act, which Toor Committee hope will apply to this borongh :— 

1 . There being but one Oompany for eapplying gaa to the towne and 
aabarbe of Neweastle and Gateehead, oonaamers are bat eeantily pro- 
vided with light, and at a priee maeh beyond what it oasht to bo. The 
ooet of making gas in thb diatrlet appeara to be la. 6d. | 



eabiefcet; and the i 



leharged to the < 



ia4a.6d..withdia. 



eonnte varying from 10 to SO per eent, if the oaarfeerly I 

£\b. Bat ae the eapply at thie rato ie noteafllelent, it ie 

thatpowerabeineorted in the intended Aet to enable the Oorporation 
of Gateehead, ae the Loeal Board of Health, to eetabliah gaa-worka. 

IL Inaamaeh ae Gateehead ean never beeo m e a healthy town eo long 
ae eaeh plaeee ae Pipewdlgato and HiUgate are permitted to eziet in 
their preeent etate, it le reeommended that powere ehall be given to the 
Corporation, ae the Loeal Board of Health, to reoonetmot either or both, 
aeeording to eaeh plane and in saeh manner ae may eeem beet, and to 
earry oat eadh other improvemento of a like natnre ae may be deemed 
reqaieilp or expedient The powere to be veeted in the Oorporatton 
ehonld be ae followe:— 

1. Powere to porohase the property whieh may be reqaldtofor 
earrying oat improvemento in the boroagh. 

S. Powere to raiee the reqoieite funde by way of loan. 

3. Powere to eabeorlbe, if a Joint Stoek Oompany ehonld be 



4. Powers to take toll for goode whieh may be landed on any 
qaay or qaaya to be devoted to pnblie aee. 
And yoar Committee soggest the expediency of preferring a 
request to Mr. Rawlinson that he will recommend the insertion 
of clauses in conformity with the above suggestions. 

Mr. BaocKXTT moved that the report be received and eon- 
firmed. Seconded by Mr. Aid. Potts, and carried. 

The Town Clbkk read a letter from Mr. Benjamin 
Thompson, London, applying for the oflice of Town Sarveyor 
under the Public Health Act 

The state of the streets and reads ofthe borough came under 
consideratioo ; and it was remarked that little real improvement 
eould be looked tor, so long as they remained under the Jurist 
diction of fiv independent beards. 

Mr. (ONN apprised the Council that they wen appointed on 
Monday, at the public meeting, a component part of the Life- 
boat Subscription Committee; that the Gateshead subscription 
was proceeding favourably; and that a meeting was to be held 
in the townhall on Monday next, at 9 o'clock in the morning, 
at which it was important that gentlemen should attend, inas- 
much as a subcommittee must then be appointed, to act with 
North and South Shields and Neweastle subcommittees in the 
appropriation of the funds.— The Council now separated. 



Oateshbao Poor-Law Union. — The Guardians 
have estimated the expenses of the union for the quarter 
commencing the 26th Dec at £3,090, (which incluaes the 
amount payable to the countr-rate,) and have ordered that 
sum to bie apportioned in the following manner :— 

eateehead .«...«»..••. £1,900 Heworth .....«..•«. ...i 



£490 
Ohopwell •....«••«.•... 40 
BytonWoodaidoM..^.. 00 
Whiokh 



. 600 



Byton — !■>■..»>.....<.» 85 

Craworook.« »•— .. 3ft 

StoUa •*»..........•...« 50 

Winlalon ....— *«m.... 500 
The lowness of the i>rice of provisions, ooupled with the 
balance of poor's rate in hand, will enable the Orersisers, we 
doubt not, to meet the probable expenditure of Gateehead 
by a rate of ninepenoe in the pound for the onfniiig quarter. 
Some of the parishes in the union, we rMpret to state, are 
rated at double that amount. We giro befow the prioee of 
provisions supplied to the workhouse by contract, from Sep- 
tember 25, 1846, 47, 48, and 49, and to be supplied from De. 
cember26,1849. *^*^ 





1840. 


1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


1849. 




a. d. 


a. d. 


a. d. 


e. d. 


a. d. 


Beef and mntton, per et 
Bread, per 4nioarL.. 


6 3 
6| 


J 'it 


7 
6 


S'J{ 


5 8 
4* 


Flow, per eaek •.^..••. 


44 11 


66 ? 


36 6 


36 11 


30 


Tea,per !».«...«....•». 


3 10 


3 10 


3 5 


3 7 


3 7 


Treaele, per etone »•.... 


3 


3 8 


% 


% 8 


8 6 


CoiSBe, per lb .......... 


1 3 


1 4 


1 I 


1 » 


1 3 


Sogar. per owt. —•.... 


49 


46 


4S 


41 


41 


Soap, per ewt. 


41 


49 


40 


48 


41 



The number of inmates is now 179. Cost of maintenance 
per head. Is. lOd. per week. 
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